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Determiners	and	quantifiers	might	sound	like	complex	grammatical	terms,	but	they	are,	in	fact,	incredibly	common	words	we	use	every	single	day.	Think	of	them	as	the	unsung	heroes	of	English	grammar,	working	quietly	in	the	background	to	make	our	sentences	clear	and	meaningful.	They	are	the	words	that	come	before	nouns,	giving	us	vital
information	about	which	one,	how	many,	or	how	much.	Mastering	these	important	parts	of	speech	is	not	just	about	writing	correctly.	Learning	determiners	and	quantifiers	is	not	only	useful	for	school	grammar	but	also	helps	a	lot	in	exams	like	TOEFL,	IELTS,	SAT,	ACT,	and	others	where	correct	and	clear	English	is	important.	In	English	grammar,
determiners	are	words	that	come	before	a	noun	to	specify	or	clarify	its	meaning.	They	act	as	signposts	that	tell	us	more	about	the	noun	that	follows,	answering	questions	like	Which	one?	Whose?	or	How	many/much?	Think	of	determiners	as	helpful	words	that	give	more	meaning	to	a	noun.	Without	them,	a	sentence	can	sound	unclear	or	incomplete.
For	example,	if	you	say	Book	is	on	table,	we	dont	know	which	book	or	which	table.	But	if	you	say	The	book	is	on	the	table,	it	clearly	tells	us	about	a	specific	book	and	table.	Determiners	are	used	before	nouns	to	give	more	information	about	them.	Heres	a	table	showing	the	different	types	of	determiners,	what	they	do,	and	examples	for	each:	Type	of
DeterminerWhat	it	DoesExamplesRules	to	RememberArticlesTells	if	the	noun	is	general	(a/an)	or	specific	(the).a,	an,	thea	before	words	that	start	with	a	consonant	sound	(a	car).	an	before	words	that	start	with	a	vowel	sound	(an	orange).	the	for	specific	nouns	or	unique	things	(the	moon).DemonstrativesPoints	out	specific	nouns,	showing	if	they	are
near	or	far	from	you.this,	that,	these,	thosethis/these	for	things	close	by.	that/those	for	things	further	away.	this/that	for	one	thing.	these/those	for	many	things.PossessivesShows	who	owns	or	is	connected	to	the	noun.my,	your,	his,	her,	its,	our,	theirAlways	come	before	the	noun	they	relate	to.	You	dont	use	articles	with	possessives	(e.g.,	not	the	my
car).QuantifiersTells	how	much	or	how	many	of	a	noun	there	is.some,	any,	many,	much,	few,	little,	all,	no,	most,	enough,	plenty	of,	a	lot	ofUsed	with	countable	nouns	(many	books)	or	uncountable	nouns	(much	water).	Many	work	with	both	(some	food,	some	friends).InterrogativesAsks	questions	about	nouns.which,	what,	whoseAlways	part	of	a
question,	coming	directly	before	the	noun	theyre	asking	about.DistributivesRefers	to	individual	members	within	a	group,	or	the	whole	group,	often	focusing	on	how	something	is	shared.each,	every,	either,	neither,	both,	all,	halfeach	and	every	are	usually	followed	by	singular	nouns.	both,	all,	half	can	be	followed	by	plural	or	uncountable
nouns.Numerals	(Numbers)Gives	an	exact	number	or	order	of	a	noun.Cardinal:	one,	two,	three,	hundred	Ordinal:	first,	second,	third,	lastCardinal	numbers	tell	how	many	(e.g.,	three	apples).	Ordinal	numbers	tell	what	order	(e.g.,	the	first	place).Difference	WordsRefers	to	things	that	are	different,	additional,	or	remaining.other,	another,	the
otheranother	is	for	one	more	(singular	countable).	other	is	for	different	ones	(plural	countable	or	uncountable).	the	other	is	for	the	remaining	specific	one(s).	Always	come	before	a	noun:	Determiners	are	always	the	first	word	in	a	noun	phrase.	If	there	are	adjectives	describing	the	noun,	the	determiner	comes	before	those	adjectives	as	well.Correct:
The	red	car	Incorrect:	Red	the	car	Usually	only	one	per	noun	phrase:	Generally,	you	dont	use	two	determiners	right	next	to	each	other	before	the	same	noun.Incorrect:	My	the	book	Correct:	My	book	(or	The	book)	Essential	for	singular	countable	nouns:	For	singular	nouns	that	you	can	count	(like	cat,	apple,	book),	a	determiner	is	almost	always
required.Incorrect:	I	saw	cat.	Correct:	I	saw	a	cat.	/	I	saw	the	cat.	Optional	for	plural	and	uncountable	nouns:	For	plural	countable	nouns	and	uncountable	nouns,	determiners	can	be	optional	depending	on	whether	youre	referring	to	something	specific	or	general.Specific:	The	dogs	are	barking.	/	The	water	is	cold.	General:	Dogs	bark.	/	Water	is
essential.	Determiners	are	words	that	tell	you	which	noun,	quantifiers	are	the	special	kind	of	determiners	that	tell	you	how	much	or	how	many	of	something	there	is.	They	give	you	an	idea	of	the	quantity	or	amount,	without	necessarily	giving	an	exact	number	(unless	they	are	numbers	themselves,	which	also	act	as	quantifiers).	Examples	are	Some
books,	Many	students,	Much	water,	Few	friends,	all	people,	and	no	time.	To	understand	quantifiers	well,	you	must	understand	the	difference	between	countable	nouns	and	uncountable	nouns.	Countable	Nouns:	These	are	things	you	can	count	individually.	They	have	both	a	singular	and	a	plural	form.Examples:	apple	(one	apple,	two	apples),	chair	(one
chair,	three	chairs),	student	(one	student,	many	students).	Uncountable	Nouns:	These	are	things	you	cannot	count	individually.	They	usually	dont	have	a	plural	form	and	are	treated	as	a	single	mass	or	concept.Examples:	water,	information,	money,	advice,	rice,	happiness.	(You	cant	say	two	waters	or	three	informations).	Quantifiers	can	be	grouped	by
the	type	of	noun	they	go	with:	These	are	used	with	things	you	can	count	individually.	many:	A	large	number.Example:	There	are	many	books	on	the	shelf.	few	/	a	few:few:	A	small	number,	often	implying	not	enough	or	hardly	any	(has	a	negative	feeling).Example:	Few	students	passed	the	very	difficult	exam.	(Meaning,	not	many,	and	its	a	bit	negative).
a	few:	A	small	number,	but	implying	some	or	enough	(has	a	more	positive	feeling).Example:	I	have	a	few	friends	coming	over.	(Meaning,	some	friends	are	coming,	which	is	fine).	several:	More	than	a	few,	but	not	a	very	large	number.Example:	Several	people	arrived	early.	both:	Refers	to	two	things.Example:	Both	options	are	good.	numerals	(numbers):
Exact	counts.Example:	I	have	two	cats.	She	bought	three	apples.	These	are	used	with	things	you	cannot	count	individually.	much:	A	large	amount.	Usually	used	in	questions	and	negative	sentences.Example:	I	dont	have	much	time.	Example:	Do	you	have	much	experience?	little	/	a	little:little:	A	small	amount,	often	implying	not	enough	or	hardly	any
(negative	feeling).Example:	Theres	little	hope	left.	(This	means	there	is	not	much	hope,	and	its	a	bit	negative.)	a	little:	A	small	amount,	but	implying	some	or	enough	(more	positive	feeling).Example:	Can	I	have	a	little	sugar	in	my	coffee?	(Meaning,	some	sugar	is	fine).	a	bit	of:	A	small	amount	(more	informal).Example:	He	needs	a	bit	of	advice.	These
versatile	quantifiers	can	be	used	with	either	type	of	noun.	some:	An	unspecified	amount	or	number.Example:	I	need	some	milk	(uncountable).	There	are	some	cookies	left	(countable).	any:	Used	mostly	in	questions	and	negative	sentences	for	an	unspecified	amount	or	number.Example:	Do	you	have	any	questions?	(countable).	I	dont	have	any	money
(uncountable).	all:	The	entire	amount	or	number.Example:	All	the	students	passed	(countable).	All	the	information	is	here	(uncountable).	most:	The	majority.Example:	Most	birds	can	fly	(countable).	Most	of	the	work	is	done	(uncountable).	no:	Zero	amount	or	number.Example:	I	have	no	idea	(countable).	There	is	no	water	(uncountable).	a	lot	of	/	lots	of:
A	large	amount	or	number	(informal).Example:	She	has	a	lot	of	friends	(countable).	He	drinks	lots	of	coffee	(uncountable).	plenty	of:	A	large	amount,	more	than	enough.Example:	We	have	plenty	of	food	(uncountable).	There	are	plenty	of	chairs	(countable).	enough:	A	sufficient	amount	or	number.Example:	Do	you	have	enough	money?	(uncountable).
Are	there	enough	plates?	(countable).	Also	Read:	Difference	Between	Abstract	and	Concrete	Nouns	with	Examples	Understanding	the	difference	between	determiners	and	quantifiers	is	very	important	in	English	grammar.	While	both	are	used	before	nouns	to	give	more	information,	they	serve	different	purposes.	Heres	a	breakdown	of	their	different
roles.	AspectDeterminersQuantifiersDefinitionWords	used	to	identify	or	specify	a	nounWords	used	to	indicate	quantity	or	amountFunctionShow	which,	whose,	or	what	kind	of	nounShow	how	much	or	how	manyIncludesArticles,	demonstratives,	possessives,	interrogatives,	quantifiersOnly	quantity	words	(a	type	of	determiner)Examplesthe,	this,	my,
your,	which,	thosesome,	many,	much,	a	few,	a	little,	no,	allUsed	withAll	types	of	nounsCountable	or	uncountable	nounsPlacementBefore	noun	(and	before	adjectives)Before	noun	(sometimes	after	determiners)Part	of	speechA	broad	category	of	noun	modifiersA	sub-group	within	determiners	Also	Read:	Difference	Between	Reflexive	and	Emphatic
Pronouns	To	use	determiners	and	quantifiers	correctly	in	English	sentences,	its	important	to	follow	a	few	basic	rules.	These	rules	help	you	avoid	common	grammar	mistakes	and	build	clear,	meaningful	sentences.	RuleExplanationExample1.	Always	come	before	a	nounDeterminers	are	placed	at	the	beginning	of	a	noun	phrase,	even	before
adjectives.Correct:	The	big	dog	barked.Incorrect:	Big	the	dog	barked.2.	Only	one	main	determiner	per	nounDo	not	use	two	determiners	together	before	the	same	noun.Correct:	My	car	is	fast.Inorrect:	My	the	car	is	fast.3.	Needed	for	singular	countable	nounsSingular	countable	nouns	must	have	a	determiner.Correct:	I	saw	a	cat.Inorrect:	I	saw	cat.4.
Optional	for	plural	or	uncountable	nounsFor	general	ideas,	determiners	may	not	be	needed.	But	use	them	when	being	specific.Correct:	Water	is	important.Correct:	The	water	is	cold.	RuleExplanationExample1.	Use	with	correct	type	of	nounSome	quantifiers	go	with	countable	nouns,	some	with	uncountable,	and	some	with	both.Correct:	Many	students
(countable)Correct:	Much	water	(uncountable)2.	Use	before	the	nounQuantifiers	usually	come	before	the	noun	or	noun	phrase.Correct:	Some	apples	are	fresh.3.	Use	with	or	without	other	determinersQuantifiers	can	stand	alone	or	combine	with	other	determiners.Correct:	All	children.Correct:	Some	of	the	children4.	Dont	confuse	quantity	with
degreeQuantifiers	are	about	amount/number,	not	degree	or	quality.Correct:	Few	cars	arrived.Incorrect:	Very	few	excited	cars	(here	very	is	not	a	quantifier)	Lets	see	how	well	you	have	understood	determiners	and	quantifiers.	Read	each	sentence	and	choose	the	most	appropriate	determiner	or	quantifier	from	the	options	provided	in	bold.	I	have	(a	/	an
/	the)	idea	for	our	project.	Can	you	pass	me	(this	/	those	/	that)	scissors	over	there?	(Assume	scissors	are	far	away)	(Much	/	Many	/	Some)	people	attended	the	concert.	There	is	(little	/	a	little	/	few)	milk	left	in	the	fridge.	We	need	to	buy	more.	(Whose	/	What	/	Which)	book	did	you	borrow	from	the	library?	(Her	/	Their	/	Our)	house	is	big	and	has	a	large
garden.	(Talking	about	a	group	of	people)	I	dont	have	(much	/	many	/	any)	money	right	now.	(Every	/	Each	/	All)	student	in	the	class	received	a	certificate.	Look	at	(that	/	this	/	these)	tiny	bird	sitting	on	the	window	sill	right	next	to	you.	We	have	(plenty	of	/	few	/	much)	time	to	finish	the	task.	Dont	worry.	Answer	Key	for	Exercise	1:	The	moon	is	shining
brightly	tonight.	I	saw	that	squirrel	running	up	that	tree	far	away.	Do	you	have	any	food	left?	She	made	few	mistakes	on	the	test,	so	she	got	a	good	grade.	Which	color	do	you	prefer	for	the	walls:	blue	or	green?	There	is	plenty	of	snow	on	the	ground	after	the	storm.	Each	team	member	contributed	to	the	projects	success.	My	brother	bought	a	new	car
yesterday.	Read	each	sentence.	Underline	the	determiner	or	quantifier	and	identify	its	type	(e.g.,	Article,	Demonstrative,	Possessive,	Quantifier	for	Countable,	etc.).	Their	dog	is	very	friendly.	These	shoes	are	too	small	for	me.	I	dont	have	much	patience.	Several	birds	were	singing	outside.	What	game	are	you	playing?	Half	the	cake	was	eaten.	The
second	time	was	better.	She	offered	me	some	tea.	My	dog	loves	to	play	fetch.	The	sun	rises	in	the	east.	Do	you	have	any	questions?	Those	flowers	smell	wonderful.	She	reads	many	books	every	month.	Each	child	received	a	toy.	What	time	is	the	meeting?	There	was	little	water	in	the	desert.	We	have	enough	food	for	everyone.	I	need	another	cup	of
coffee.	Answer	key	for	Exercise	2	Their	(Possessive	Determiner)	dog	is	very	friendly.	These	(Demonstrative	Determiner)	shoes	are	too	small	for	me.	I	dont	have	much	(Quantifier	for	Uncountable,	also	Determiner)	patience.	Several	(Quantifier	for	Countable,	also	Determiner)	birds	were	singing	outside.	What	(Interrogative	Determiner)	game	are	you
playing?	Half	(Distributive	Determiner)	the	cake	was	eaten.	The	(Article	Determiner)	second	(Numeral/Ordinal	Determiner)	time	was	better.	She	offered	me	some	(Quantifier	for	Both,	also	Determiner)	tea.	My	(Possessive	Determiner)	dog	loves	to	play	fetch.	The	(Article	Determiner)	sun	rises	in	the	east.	Do	you	have	any	(Quantifier	for	both
Countable/Uncountable,	also	a	Determiner)	questions?	Those	(Demonstrative	Determiner)	flowers	smell	wonderful.	She	reads	many	(Quantifier	for	Countable,	also	a	Determiner)	books	every	month.	Each	(Distributive	Determiner)	child	received	a	toy.	What	(Interrogative	Determiner)	time	is	the	meeting?	There	was	little	(Quantifier	for	Uncountable,
also	a	Determiner)	water	in	the	desert.	We	have	enough	(Quantifier	for	both	Countable/Uncountable,	also	a	Determiner)	food	for	everyone.	I	need	another	(Difference	Word/Quantifier,	also	a	Determiner)	cup	of	coffee.	Some	of	these	sentences	have	errors	in	determiner	or	quantifier	usage.	Rewrite	the	incorrect	sentences	correctly.	If	a	sentence	is
already	correct,	write	Correct.	I	need	a	advice.	He	has	much	friends.	Give	me	that	books,	please.	(Books	are	far	away)	The	my	car	is	old.	Every	students	must	submit	their	homework.	There	are	a	little	people	at	the	party.	Which	decision	did	you	make?	She	drinks	lots	of	waters.	There	is	few	information	about	the	accident.	This	trees	are	very	tall.
Answer	key	for	Exercise	3:	I	need	some	advice.	(Advice	is	uncountable,	so	a	is	incorrect)	He	has	many	friends.	(Friends	are	countable,	so	much	is	incorrect)	Give	me	those	books,	please.	(Books	are	plural	and	far	away)	My	car	is	old.	(Cannot	use	two	main	determiners	together)	Every	student	must	submit	their	homework.	(Every	is	followed	by	a
singular	noun)	There	are	a	few	people	at	the	party.	(People	are	countable,	so	a	little	is	incorrect)	Correct.	She	drinks	lots	of	water.	(Water	is	uncountable,	so	waters	is	incorrect)	There	is	little	information	about	the	accident.	(Information	is	uncountable,	so	few	is	incorrect;	if	meaning	some,	use	a	little)	These	trees	are	very	tall.	(Trees	are	plural,	so	this
is	incorrect)	Also	Read:	Juxtaposition	vs	Oxymoron	What	is	the	main	difference	between	a	determiner	and	a	quantifier?	A	determiner	is	a	word	that	comes	before	a	noun	to	give	basic	information	like	which	one,	whose,	or	how	many.	Quantifiers	are	a	type	of	determiner	that	specifically	talk	about	the	amount	or	quantity	of	something.	For	example,	in
the	sentence	The	boy	is	running,	the	is	a	determiner.	In	Many	boys	are	running,	many	is	a	quantifier.	When	do	we	use	a	and	an?	We	use	a	before	words	that	start	with	a	consonant	sound	(like	a	car,	a	dog),	and	we	use	an	before	words	that	start	with	a	vowel	sound	(like	an	apple,	an	hour).	Its	important	to	focus	on	the	sound	and	not	just	the	first	letter.
For	example,	an	honest	man	is	correct	because	honest	starts	with	a	vowel	sound.	Is	some	a	determiner	or	a	quantifier?	The	word	some	is	both	a	determiner	and	a	quantifier.	It	is	used	to	show	an	unspecified	amount	or	number	of	something.	For	example,	I	ate	some	rice	means	you	ate	an	unknown	quantity	of	rice.	Its	very	useful	when	you	dont	want	to
be	exact.	Whats	the	difference	between	few	and	a	few?	Few	means	not	many,	and	it	often	gives	a	negative	feeling,	like	something	is	missing.	On	the	other	hand,	a	few	means	some,	and	it	gives	a	more	positive	meaning.	For	example,	Few	students	passed	the	test	means	almost	none	passed.	A	few	students	passed	the	test	means	at	least	some	students
passed.	What	are	common	mistakes	students	make	with	determiners	and	quantifiers?	Many	students	make	mistakes	such	as	using	two	determiners	before	one	noun	(like	saying	the	my	book),	using	the	wrong	article	(like	an	university	instead	of	a	university),	or	confusing	countable	and	uncountable	nouns	(like	many	information	instead	of	much
information).	Learning	the	rules	helps	avoid	these	errors.	Related	Reads	We	hope	this	blog	on	Determiners	and	Quantifiers	helps	you	improve	your	English	skills.	You	can	also	follow	the	Learn	English	page	of	Leverage	Edu	for	more	exciting	and	informative	blogs	related	to	English	grammar	and	the	English	language.	Some	and	any	are	determiners
and	they	express	an	indefinite	quantity	or	number.	Some	and	Any	are	used	when	it	is	not	easy,	necessary	or	important	to	say	exactly	how	many	/	how	much	we	want	to	mean.	They	are	both	used	with	countable	and	uncountable	nouns.	Some	is	often	used	in	affirmative	statements.1.	SOME	+	COUNTABLE	NOUNS	:	In	this	case,	some	means	a	few.There
are	some	postcards	in	my	bag.There	are	some	students	in	the	class.There	are	some	cherries	in	the	basket.There	are	some	mistakes	in	the	list.2.	SOME	+	UNCOUNTABLE	NOUNSThere	is	some	dust	on	the	floor	/	There	is	some	cheese	in	the	fridge.There	is	some	fruit	in	the	basket	/There	is	some	fish	on	the	plate.3.	ANY	+	COUNTABLE	NOUNSAny	is
often	used	in	negative	sentences	and	questions.	There	arent	any	people	on	the	moon.There	arent	any	skyscrapers	in	our	town.There	are	not	any	empty	chairs	for	the	guests.	Are	there	any	doctors	in	your	family?Yes,	there	are	some	doctors	in	my	family.No,	there	arent	any	doctors	in	my	family.4.	ANY	+	UNCOUNTABLE	NOUNSThere	isnt	any	milk	in
the	bottle	/	There	isnt	any	honey	at	home.There	isnt	any	cold	water	here	/	Is	there	any	bread	on	the	table?Yes,	there	is	some	bread	on	the	table.No,	there	isnt	any	bread	on	the	table.NOTE:In	a	negative	sentence,	we	can	use	no	in	place	of	not	any;However,	no	can	also	be	used	with	countable	singular	nouns.	When	no	is	used,	the	verb	is	always	positive.
There	arent	any	wild	animals	in	the	forest.There	are	no	wild	animals	in	the	forest.	There	isnt	any	milk	at	home.	There	is	no	milk	at	home.	Some	is	also	used	in	offers	and	requests.	Would	you	like	some	cake?Could	you	do	some	typing	for	me?Many	and	Much	express	a	large	quantityExamples:	(+)I	have	many	postcards.She	has	got	much	influence	on
you.There	are	many	students	in	the	class.There	is	much	orange	juice	in	the	glass.Examples:	(-)There	isnt	much	sugar	in	the	kitchen.There	arent	many	people	in	the	streets.He	doesnt	have	much	time.There	isnt	much	fun	here.Examples:	(?)Is	there	much	rain	in	Istanbul?Has	Eric	got	much	cash?Are	there	many	books	in	your	bag?Do	you	have	many
CDs?NOTE:too	much	and	too	many	indicate	an	excess	and	are	used	in	affirmative	sentences.	There	is	too	much	noise	in	big	cities.There	are	too	many	people	at	the	party.	We	use	"How	many"	with	plural	nouns.	We	use	"How	much"	with	uncountable	nouns.	How	many	eggs?How	many	sisters?How	many	countries?How	many	apples?How	much	flour?
How	much	butter?How	much	money?Differences	Between	A	FEW	/	FEW	&	A	LITTLE	/	LITTLEA	few	expresses	a	small	quantity.	Few	implies	that	something	is	not	many,	not	enough	or	almost	none.	It	expresses	a	negative	idea.I	have	a	few	close	friends	in	town,	and	we	have	a	very	good	time	together.	I	have	few	friends	in	town,	so	I	feel	lonely	from
time	to	time.A	little	expresses	a	small	quantity.	Little	implies	that	something	is	not	much,	not	enough	or	almost	none.	It	expresses	a	negative	idea.We	have	a	little	milk.	Lets	make	a	cake.We	have	little	milk.	We	cant	make	a	cake.	Let's	go	and	have	a	drink.	We've	got	a	little	time	before	the	train	leaves.	(a	little	time	=	some	time,	enough	time	to	have	a
drink)	'Do	you	speak	English?'	'A	little.'	(So	we	can	talk	a	bit)	There	is	little	sugar	in	my	coffee.	Could	I	have	some	more?	Quantifier	"a	lot	of"	is	used	in	all	forms.Instead	of	A	lot	of,	we	can	use	lots	of.Lots	of	is	an	informal	form	of	a	lot	of.Example	sentences:There	are	a	lot	of	bus	stops	in	Bornova.I	have	got	lots	of	story	books.Are	there	a	lot	of	people	in
the	queue?	Yes,	there	are.There	is	a	lot	of	milk	in	the	jug.There	isnt	a	lot	of	honey	in	the	hive.Do	you	know	a	lot	of	people	there?She	has	lots	of	oxen	on	the	farm.1-Quantifiers	Used	With	Singular	Count	Nouns	Every:	You	make	me	laugh	every	time	you	lie.	Each:	I	will	talk	to	each	person	individually.	Either:	Shevchenko	could	shoot	very	well	with	his
either	foot.	Neither:	He	is	lucky,	neither	foot	showed	anything	wrong.2-Quantifiers	Used	With	Plural	Count	Nouns	A	Few:	I	gave	him	a	few	candies.	Fewer:	Fewer	shops	accept	checks	nowadays.	Many:	They	got	married	many	years	ago.	Great	Many:	Both	sides	had	great	many	casualties	in	that	war.	Several:	Several	buildings	were	damaged	in	the
earthquake.	A	Number	of:	A	number	of	students	failed	the	class.	plenty	of:	We	have	plenty	of	hot	dogs,	it	should	be	enough.	a	lot	of	/	lots	of:	I've	got	a	lot	of	candies.	enough:	We	have	enough	hot	dogs	but	we	need	more	buns.	any:	Did	you	buy	any	hot	dogs?	Yes,	five	of	them.some:	She	needs	to	buy	some	books.	3-Quantifiers	Used	With	Non-Count
Nouns	plenty	of:	We	have	plenty	of	gas,	it	should	be	enough.	a	lot	of	/	lots	of:	I've	got	a	lot	of	cash	on	me.	enough:	We	have	enough	gas,	you	don't	have	to	worry.	any:	Did	you	spend	any	cash?	No,	I	didn't	spend	any.some:	She	needs	some	fatherly	advice.	a	little:	Give	me	a	little	money	before	you	go.	less	/	more:	You	spend	less	time	and	lose	more
weight.	much:	We	don't	have	so	much	water	in	the	tank.	a	bit	of:	Can	I	have	a	bit	of	your	chocolate?You	are	here:	>>	Home	>>English	Grammar	Lessons	>>	QuantifiersGrammarBank	Video	Exercises	(New!)	Grammar	>	Parts	of	Speech	>	Determiners	&	QuantifiersBefore	learning	about	determiners	and	quantifiers,	it	is	instructive	to	clarify	some
vocabulary	that	will	be	used	on	this	page:Nouns,	as	discussed	in	Chapter	1-2,	are	words	used	to	name	a	person,	animal,	place,	thing,	and	abstract	idea.Noun	phrases,	as	discussed	in	Chapter	7-1-2,	are	a	group	of	words	(or	even	a	single	noun)	that	can	serve	as	a	sentence's	subject,	object,	or	prepositional	object.Determiners	set	context.	They	are	words
that	come	before	a	noun	or	noun	phrase.	They	are	used	to	refer	to	someone	or	something	in	either	a	specific	or	non-specific	way.	For	second	language	learners,	it	is	easiest	to	think	of	determiners	as	including	articles	(Chapter	1-4),	adjectives	(Chapter	1-5),	and	partitives	(Chapter	1-6).	They	are	divided	up	into	two	categories:	specific	and
general.Specific	determiners	concretely	refer	to	known	or	identified,	precise	nouns	or	noun	phrases.	People	use	them	when	they	believe	the	listener	or	reader	knows	exactly	which	person,	place,	thing,	or	abstract	idea	is	being	referred	to.General	determiners	abstractly	refer	to	a	noun	or	noun	phrase	in	imprecise	and	ambiguous	terms.	Listeners	or
readers	will	understand	that	the	person,	place,	thing,	or	abstract	idea	that	is	under	discussion	is	being	referred	to	in	a	"universal"	sense.Quantifiers	have	their	roots	in	the	word	"quantity."	Like	determiners,	quantifiers	come	before	a	noun	or	noun	phrasein	fact,	quantifiers	often	replace	determiners.	Determiners	describe	"how	many"	or	"how	much"	of
a	noun	is	being	referenced.	Their	usage	can	be	sorted	into	two	categories:	quantifiers	used	with	countable	nouns	and	quantifiers	used	with	non-countable	nouns.Determiners	and	quantifiers	cause	a	great	deal	of	difficulty	for	English	as	Second	Language	learners.	Before	reading	this	page,	consider	the	following	sentences	and	see	if	you	understand
when	and	why	these	determiners	and	quantifiers	were	used	Apples	are	good	for	your	health.The	apples	are	starting	to	go	rotten.An	apple	a	day	keeps	the	doctor	away.Some	apples	are	sweeter	than	other	apples.These	apples	are	more	expensive	than	those	apples.	*	The	""	symbol	means	"empty"	or	"nothing."	In	this	case,	it	means	"no	article	is
used."As	the	earlier	definition	suggested,	determiners	are	either	specific	or	general.	The	tables,	below,	provide	detailed	information	on	these	two	types	of	determiners:As	the	earlier	definition	suggested,	quantifiers	are	categorized	depending	on	whether	they're	used	with	countable	or	non-countable	nouns.	Some	quantifiers	can	be	used	for	both.	The
table,	below,	provides	detailed	information	on	quantifiers:*	Note:	this	list	is	not	exhaustive.	There	are	other	quantifiers	out	there.	There	is	a	nuance	in	meaning	between	the	words	few	and	a	few.	There	is	also	a	nuance	in	meaning	between	the	words	little	and	a	little.	The	words	few	and	little	tend	to	have	a	negative	connotation	whereas	a	few	and	a
little	tend	to	have	a	positive	connotation.Maintaining	this	website	requires	alerts	and	feedback	from	the	students	that	use	it	when	they	see	a	problem	or	have	a	suggestion.Attribution	information	for	this	page:	Jamie	BridgePage	keywords:	quantifiers	and	collective	nouns,	applying	quantifiers	to	collective	nouns	("of	the"),	partitivesPageID:	eslid02583
Welcome	to	this	complete	grammar	tutorial	on	the	fascinating	topic	of	'Determiners	and	quantifiers'.	These	aspects	of	grammar	increase	the	precision	and	clarity	in	language	use.	Lets	dive	into	the	details	of	these	important	components	of	English	language.	What	are	Determiners?A	determiner	is	a	type	of	word	that	introduces	a	noun.	It	always	comes
before	the	noun,	not	after,	and	it	also	comes	before	any	other	adjectives	used	to	describe	the	noun.	The	main	role	of	a	determiner	is	to	help	to	clarify	the	noun	in	terms	of	amount,	relevance,	distance	etc.	Some	of	the	most	common	determiners	include	the,	a,	an,	this,	that,	these,	those,	my,	your,	his,	her,	its,	our,	their.Types	of	DeterminersDeterminers
can	be	divided	into	several	categories,	all	of	which	serve	to	'determine'	the	noun(s)	they	precede.Articles:	These	include	'a',	'an',	and	'the'.	For	example,	'An	apple	a	day	keeps	the	doctor	away.'	Demonstratives:	These	include	'this',	'that',	'these',	'those'.	For	example,	'Those	shoes	are	really	stylish.'Possessive	Determiners:	These	show	ownership	and
include	'my',	'your',	'his',	'her',	'its',	'our',	'their'.	For	example,	'It's	not	my	problem.'Quantifiers:	These	are	used	to	express	quantity.	They	include	'some',	'many',	'lot	of',	'few',	'little',	'less',	'least',	'enough'	etc.	For	example,	'I	have	enough	money	to	buy	a	car.'Key	Rules	for	Using	DeterminersSome	of	the	key	rules	to	remember	when	using	determiners
include:A	singular	countable	noun	almost	always	has	a	determiner	before	it.A	plural	countable	noun	can	have	a	determiner	or	not.	Omit	the	determiner	when	you	are	talking	about	people	or	things	in	general,	but	include	it	when	you	are	referring	to	a	specific	group.An	uncountable	noun	can	have	a	determiner	or	not.	Omit	the	determiner	when	you	are
talking	about	something	in	general,	but	include	it	when	you	are	referring	to	a	specific	example	of	something.Only	one	determiner	can	be	used	with	a	noun.	"A	the	dog"	is	incorrect.What	are	Quantifiers?Quantifiers	are	specific	types	of	determiners	which	express	quantity	or	amount	of	something.	Quantifiers	can	precede	both	singular	and	plural	nouns,
as	well	as	uncountable	nouns.	Examples	of	quantifiers	include:	many,	few,	several,	all,	most,	some,	little,	less,	enough,	more	etc.Types	of	QuantifiersEnglish	quantifiers	can	be	grouped	into	those	that	describe	general	amount,	specific	amount,	and	order.General	Quantity	Quantifiers:	These	include	'some',	'all',	'most',	'none'.	For	example,	'Some	people
just	don't	understand	me.'Specific	Quantity	Quantifiers:	These	include	'many',	'few',	'several',	'enough'.	For	example,	'There	were	too	many	people	at	the	concert.'Order	Quantifiers:	These	include	'first',	'last',	'next',	'second'.	For	example,	'I	came	second	in	the	race.'Key	Rules	for	Using	QuantifiersQuantifiers	have	some	specific	rules	for	usage,
including:'Many'	is	for	countable	plural	nouns.	'Much'	is	for	uncountable	nouns.	For	example,	'I	don't	have	much	time'	or	'There	are	many	apples	on	the	tree.''Few'	is	for	countable	plural	nouns.	'Little'	is	for	uncountable	nouns.	For	example,	'I	have	a	little	money'	or	'There	are	a	few	apples	left.'The	study	of	determiners	and	quantifiers	is	crucial	for
understanding	English	grammar	more	thoroughly.	Even	though	they	may	seem	small	and	insignificant,	determiners	and	quantifiers	play	a	large	part	in	our	understanding	of	meaning	when	we	speak	or	write	in	English.	They	allow	us	to	specify	levels	of	certainty,	quantity,	and	identity,	making	our	communication	more	detailed	and	nuanced.	Constant
practice	and	exposure	to	these	concepts	will	make	grammar	usage	instinctive	over	time.	So,	keep	practicing!	Determiners	Determiners	modify	nounsby	setting	a	limitation	over	the	nouns	to	indicate	how	specific	or	general	they	are.	A	determiner	usually	appears	at	the	beginning	of	the	noun	phrases	and	works	as	an	adjectiveto	modify	the	nouns.
However,	determiners	are	not	necessary	for	every	noun	phrase.	Determiners	include:	a.	The	definite	article:the	Example:	Give	me	the	book	I	read	to	you	yesterday.	(Specific	book)	I	want	the	pencil	you	borrowed	yesterday.	b.	The	indefinite	articles:	a,	an	Example:	Give	me	a	book	from	the	shelf.	(A	general/random	book	from	a	specific	shelf)	I	want	an
apple.	c.	The	possessives:my,your,his,her,	our,their,its,	whose	Example:	My	car	is	parked	outside.	(Specific	car)	His	house	is	near	the	bridge.	d.	The	demonstratives:this,that,these,those	Example:	This	is	my	book.	That	house	belongs	to	me.	Those	ducks	are	beautiful.	e.	Interrogatives:which,	what	Example:	Which	car	do	you	want	to	buy?	What	product
do	you	use?	Determiners	and	Quantifiers	Exercise	Quantifiers	Quantifiers	are	also	determiners	which	modify	a	noun	to	indicate	its	quantity.	The	quantifiers	are	any,all,many,much,most,some,a	few,	anda	lot	of,	a	little,	a	large	amount	of,	none,	and	the	cardinal	numbers	[one,	two,	three,	four],	etc.	Example:	I	have	some	money	but	not	a	lot	of	it.	Many
people	died	in	that	calamity.	More	examples	of	Quantifiers	Note:	There	are	some	rules	for	using	determiners	and	quantifiers.	Some	of	them	can	be	used	only	with	countable	nouns	and	some	of	them	with	uncountable	nouns	while	others	can	be	used	with	either	of	them.	Here	is	a	chart	for	the	determiners	to	be	used	with	countable	or	uncountable
nouns.	With	Countable	Nouns	With	Uncountable	Nouns	a/an,	the	this,	that,	these,	those	none,	one,	two,	three,.	.	.	.	.	.	many	a	(great/large)	number	of	a	few	few	fewer	.	.	.	.	than	a	lot	of	some	any	the	this,	that	none	much	(in	negatives	or	questions)	a	large	amount	of	a	little	little	less	.	.	.	.	than	a	lot	of	some	any	Examples:	DETERMINERS	AND
QUANTIFIERSDeterminers	and	QuantifiersClasses	of	DeterminersDeterminers	and	PronounsSOME	and	ANYFEW,	A	FEW,	LITTLE	and	A	LITTLEMUCH	and	MANYEACH	and	EVERYEACH	ONE,	EVERY	ONE,	ANY	ONE,	and	ANOTHER	ONETHIS,	THAT,	THESE,	THOSEA	LOT	OF	and	LOTS	OFANOTHER	and	OTHERBOTH	and	BOTH	THESOMEBODY,
SOMEONE,	ANYBODY	and	ANYONEEVERYBODY,	EVERYONE,	NOBODY	and	NO	ONEANYTHING	and	ANYWHEREENOUGH	1.	Determiners	and	Quantifiers	Determiners	are	words	that	we	put	before	nouns	or	noun	phrases	to	make	them	clear	as	to	what	they	mean.	A	determiner	tells	us	which	or	how	many	persons/things	we	are	talking	about.	For
example,	when	we	say	his	big	house,	we	are	describing	one	house	which	is	not	small	and	it	belongs	to	him.	Or	when	we	say	those	tall	trees,	we	mean	more	than	one	tree	and	they	are	not	short,	and	the	trees	are	not	here	but	over	there.	Examples	of	most	common	determiners	are	the	which	is	known	as	the	Definite	Determiner,	and	a	and	an	which	are
the	Indefinite	Determiners.	Quantifiers	answer	the	following	two	questions:How	much?	this	is	used	with	only	uncountable	nouns.	The	words	used	with	uncountable	nouns	are:	a	little,	a	bit	of,	much,	a	great	deal	of,	and	a	large	amount	of.EXAMPLE:	What	you	need	is	to	put	a	little	more	salt	to	make	it	taste	like	soup.	There	is	a	bit	of	broken	glass	under
the	chair.	I	haven't	brought	much	money	with	me.	A	great	deal	of	her	work	is	massaging	the	back	of	patients.	The	drugs	were	sold	for	a	large	amount	of	hard	cash.	How	many?	this	is	used	with	countable	nouns.	The	words	used	with	countable	nouns	are:	a,	an,	one,	each,	every,	both,	a	couple	of,	a	few,	several,	many,	a	number	of,	a	large	number	of,
and	a	great	number	of.EXAMPLE:	A	rubber	duck	is	floating	in	the	bath.	An	evil	monster	like	him	has	no	friends.	One	page	is	missing	from	the	book.	Each	item	is	carefully	checked.	Every	child	was	given	a	lollipop.	Both	donkeys	are	braying	at	the	same	time.	After	a	couple	of	drinks,	he	was	unable	to	control	his	speech.	She	cracked	a	few	eggs	into	the
mixture.	Someone	stole	several	pigs	from	his	farm.	I	think	he	is	putting	too	many	eggs	in	one	basket.	A	number	of	you	think	I	look	overweight.	Illegal	loggers	cut	down	a	large	number	of	trees.	He	has	collected	a	great	number	of	insects.	Quantifiers	can	be	used	with	countableor	uncountable	nounswith	such	words	as:	no,	any,	some,	plenty	of,	a	lot	of,
lots	of,	most,	and	all.EXAMPLE:	There	is	a	lot	of	work	I	have	to	do	this	week.	(Uncountable	noun)	EXAMPLE:	There	were	a	lot	of	people	watching	the	cockfight.	(Countable	noun)	Besides	the	common	determiners	like	the	articles	stated	above,	there	are	other	determiners	such	as:	some,	any,	that,	those,	this,	whatever,	and	whichever.	There	are	also
determiners	that	express	quantity:	few,	little,	both,	each,	every,	all,	many,	several,	enough,	and	no.	Other	determiners	include	numerals	which	appear	before	a	noun,	and	ordinal	numerals	which	express	sequence:	Examples	of	these	are:	one,	two,	ten	and	first,	second,	third.	2.	Classes	of	Determiners	Determiners	are	classified	as	follow:Definite	and
Indefinite	articles:	the,	a,	anDemonstratives:	this,	that,	these,	thosePossessives:	my,	your,	his,	her,	its,	our,	theirQuantifiers:	a	few,	a	little,	much,	many,	a	lot	of,	most,	some,	any,	enough,	etc.Numbers:	one,	ten,	thirty,	etc.Distributives:	all,	both,	half,	either,	neither,	each,	everyDifference	words:	other,	anotherInterrogatives:	which,	what,	whoseDefining
words:	which,	whose	3.	Determiners	and	Pronouns	A	clear	understanding	of	determiners	and	how	they	are	used	is	important	in	order	not	to	confuse	with	pronouns.	The	following	examples	illustrate	the	differences	between	them.	This	car	is	very	expensive.	This	is	a	very	expensive	car.	That	is	a	haunted	castle.	My	parrot	is	blue.	(Possessive	pronoun)
The	candy	bar	in	the	box	is	hers.	Her	candy	bar	is	in	the	box.	(Possessive	pronoun)	As	can	be	easily	noticed,	the	determiner	always	appears	before	a	noun	while	a	pronoun	takes	the	place	of	a	noun.Some	quantifiers	can	be	used	with	countable	nouns,	some	with	uncountable	nouns	and	some	with	both	countable	and	uncountable.	Some	is	used	in
positive	sentences.	Any	is	used	for	negative	sentences.EXAMPLE:	I	have	some	peanuts	for	the	monkeys.	EXAMPLE:	I	don't	have	any	peanuts	for	the	monkeys.	We	use	some	for	questions	with	possible	yes	answers,	and	any	for	questions	whose	answers	are	uncertain.EXAMPLE:	Do	you	want	some	medicine	for	your	cough?	EXAMPLE:	Is	there	any
medicine	for	my	cough?	Sometimes,	we	can	use	some	and	any	instead	of	a/an	when	referring	to	quantity.EXAMPLE:	Is	there	a	bird	in	that	tree?	Are	there	any	birds	in	that	tree?	EXAMPLE:	There	is	an	egg	in	the	nest.	There	are	some	eggs	in	the	nest.	We	can	choose	not	to	use	some	and	any	when	referring	to	quantity.EXAMPLE:	There	is	some	coffee
for	you.	=	There	is	coffee	for	you.	EXAMPLE:	Are	there	any	apples	in	the	fridge?	=	Are	there	apples	in	the	fridge?	Some	and	any	are	used	with	countable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	There	are	some	letters	for	you.	EXAMPLE:	Are	there	any	letters	in	the	mailbox?	Some	and	any	are	used	with	uncountable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	There	is	some	tea	in	the	pot.
EXAMPLE:	Is	there	any	tea	in	the	pot?	Some	and	any	can	be	used	without	adding	nouns	if	it	is	understood	what	is	meant.EXAMPLE:	I	can	give	you	some.	/	Sorry,	I	don't	have	any	to	lend	you.	Some	and	any	have	other	uses.EXAMPLE:	I	have	not	seen	a	kangaroo	for	some	years.	EXAMPLE:	Any	idea	you	have	must	not	be	ridiculous.	Some	is	not	normally
used	in	descriptions.EXAMPLE:	He's	got	dark	hair	on	his	chest.	(NOT:	He's	got	some	dark	hair	on	his	chest.)	We	do	not	use	some	to	identify	people	or	things.EXAMPLE:	Adam	and	Eve	are	family	doctors.	(NOT:	Adam	and	Eve	are	some	family	doctors.)	We	can	use	some	in	questions.EXAMPLE:	Do	you	want	some	pineapple	juice?	(Uncountable	noun)
EXAMPLE:	Did	youbuy	some	scented	flowers?	(Countable	noun)	Some	can	be	used	on	its	own,	somewhat	like	a	pronoun.EXAMPLE:	Most	in	the	audience	were	enjoying	the	performance,	but	some	were	sleeping.	Any	can	be	used	in	positive	statements.EXAMPLE:	You	can	borrow	any	of	my	tools.	We	can	use	any	in	interrogative	sentences.EXAMPLE:
Are	there	any	problems	with	your	work?	Any	can	be	used	in	a	sentence	with	if.EXAMPLE:	If	you	had	any	brain,	you	wouldn't	have	done	it.	5.	FEW,	A	FEW,	LITTLE	and	A	LITTLE	Few	and	a	few	are	used	with	plural	countable	nouns:	few	coconuts,	a	few	coconuts.	Little	and	a	little	are	used	with	uncountable	nouns:	little	oil,	a	little	oil.Few	and	little	are
regarded	as	negative.When	used,	they	imply	scarcely	any	is	available,	almost	none.EXAMPLE:	I	have	few	clothes.	/	I	have	got	little	money.	(=	I	have	almost	no	clothes	or	money.)	A	few	and	a	little	describe	a	quantity	that	is	viewed	in	a	positive	way,	and	as	having	some,	but	enough.EXAMPLE:	I	have	a	few	books.	/	I	have	got	a	little	time.	(=	I	still	have
some	books	or	time.)	We	use	a	few	with	plural	countable	nouns,	and	a	little	with	singular	uncountable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	Only	a	little	water	is	left	in	the	trough	for	a	few	pigs	to	drink.	Much	is	used	with	singular	uncountable	nouns,	and	many	is	used	with	plural	countable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	Don't	put	so	much	salt	on	your	chips!	EXAMPLE:	I	saw	many
monkeys	in	the	zoo.	Much	and	many	can	be	used	in	negative	sentences.EXAMPLE:	We	don't	earn	much	working	here.	EXAMPLE:	He	doesn't	have	many	fish	in	his	aquarium.	Much	and	many	can	be	used	in	question	forms.EXAMPLE:	How	much	money	do	I	owe	you?	EXAMPLE:	How	many	books	have	you	read	this	year?	We	use	much	or	many	in	short
negative	forms	without	nouns	in	reply	to	questions.EXAMPLE:	Did	you	cook	the	pasta	in	plenty	of	boiling	salted	water?	No,	not	much.	EXAMPLE:	Did	you	see	many	bulls	on	the	farm?"	"Not	many."	Each	and	every	have	basically	the	same	meaning.We	use	each	when	we	are	thinking	of	all	people	or	things	but	seen	as	individuals.	When	we	use	every
(person),	we	mean	all	(people,	i.e.	everyone).EXAMPLE:	Each	person	has	two	ears	and	a	nose.	EXAMPLE:	Every	child	deserves	good	education.	Each	and	every	are	used	to	refer	to	more	than	two.EXAMPLE:	Each	member	at	the	meeting	had	a	free	lunch.	EXAMPLE:	Every	member	at	the	meeting	had	a	free	lunch.	Each	can	be	used	to	mean	only	two
while	every	can	mean	three	or	more	or	a	large	number.EXAMPLE:	Each	player	playing	in	the	singles	final	has	certain	style.	(=	two	players)	EXAMPLE:	There	were	cars	parked	along	every	street	in	town.	(=	all	the	streets)	Each/every	is	used	before	a	singular	countable	noun	to	talk	about	a	whole	group.EXAMPLE:	Each/every	member	of	the	gang	was
questioned	for	possible	involvement	in	the	crime.	We	use	of	after	each	but	not	after	every.EXAMPLE:	Each	of	the	areas	is	given	a	postal	code.	/	Each	one	of	the	areas	is	given	a	postal	code.	EXAMPLE:	Every	of	the	areas	is	given	a	postal	code.	(INCORRECT)	Each	can	be	used	in	the	middle	of	a	sentence	or	after	a	pronoun.EXAMPLE:	After	the	bitter
quarrel,	my	girlfriend	and	I	each	went	our	separate	ways.	Every	can	be	used	with	some	uncountable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	He	gave	me	every	advice	before	I	went	for	that	climb.	8.	EACH	ONE,	EVERY	ONE,	ANY	ONE	and	ANOTHER	ONE	We	use	one	of	after	each,	every,	any,	another.EXAMPLE:	Each	one	of	these	apples	is	rotten.	EXAMPLE:	Every	one	of
the	rooms	was	infested	with	cockroaches.	Every	one	[two	words]	is	an	expression	of	quantity.	It	can	be	used	about	any	person	or	thing	and	is	always	used	with	an	of.EXAMPLE:	Every	one	of	the	residents	in	this	neighbourhood	owns	their	own	home.	Everyone	[one	word]	is	an	indefinite	pronoun.	It	is	only	used	about	people	and	can	never	be	followed	by
of.EXAMPLE:	Everyone,	except	me,	has	taken	their	bath.	Any	is	a	determiner.	Any	one	[two	words]	is	used	to	refer	to	each	one	or	all	students	of	the	class.EXAMPLE:	Any	one	who	sleeps	in	class	will	be	sent	home.	Anyone	[one	word]	used	is	a	pronoun,	and	it	refers	to	any	person	in	the	world.EXAMPLE:	Anyone	who	still	believes	the	world	is	flat	should
think	again.	Another	is	a	determiner.	Another	one	refers	to	an	additional	person.EXAMPLE:	Look!	Another	ostrich	burying	its	head	in	the	sand.	/	You	can	have	another	one	joined	your	group.	9.	THIS,	THAT,	THESE	and	THOSE	This	and	these	are	used	to	refer	to	people	or	things	that	are	close	to	us,	and	that	and	those	are	used	to	talk	about	people	or
things	that	are	not	near	to	us.EXAMPLE:	Look	at	this	photo	of	the	sun	rising	.	/	I'll	speak	to	that	policeman	over	there.	This	and	these	are	used	for	an	action	that	is	still	going	on.	We	use	that	and	those	to	say	about	things	that	are	finished.EXAMPLE:	Why	are	you	telling	me	all	this?	/	Listen	to	these	voices,	and	tell	me	who	they	belong	to.	EXAMPLE:
Let's	play	that	piece	of	music	again.	/	Those	strange	noises	came	from	the	roof.	This/these	is	used	for	introduction	and	that/those	for	identification.EXAMPLE:	This	is	my	best	friend	Colonel	Sanders.	/	These	are	my	twin	brothers	Laurel	and	Hardy.	EXAMPLE:	That	dogis	a	German	shepherd.	EXAMPLE:	Those	that	are	flying	around	at	night	are	a	species
of	bat.	This,	that,	these	and	those	can	be	used	without	adding	nouns	if	the	meaning	is	clear.EXAMPLE:	I	hate	this.	/	Stop	pushing	these.	/	Look	at	that.	/	Those	were	tricky.	A	lot	of	and	lots	of	mean	the	same.EXAMPLE:	I	don't	have	a	lot	of	money.	/	I	don't	have	lots	of	money.	A	lot	of	and	lots	of	can	be	used	for	singular	uncountable	nouns	or	plural
countable	nouns.EXAMPLE:	A	lot	of/lots	of	sand	has	got	into	my	shoes.	(Uncountable	nouns)	EXAMPLE:	I	can	eat	a	lot	f/lots	of	grapes	when	I	want	to.	(Countable	nouns)	When	we	use	a	lot	of/lots	of	with	a	plural	subject,	we	use	a	plural	verb.EXAMPLE:	A	lot	of/lots	of	replies	were	received	in	response	to	her	advertisement.	When	we	use	a	lot	of/lots	of
with	a	singular	subject,	we	use	a	singular	verb.EXAMPLE:	A	lot	of/lots	of	false	information	was	given	to	the	tax	authorities.	We	use	a	lot	of/lots	of	in	positive	statements.EXAMPLE:	We	had	a	lot	of/lots	of	fun	at	the	funfair.	Another	is	used	with	singular	nouns.	Another	is	used	to	refer	to:an	additional	person	or	thing	of	the	same	kind.EXAMPLE:	You	can
have	another	pizza	if	you	haven't	had	enough.	a	different	person	or	thingEXAMPLE:	if	this	doesn't	work,	you	have	to	find	another	method	for	resolving	the	disputes.	Other	is	used	to	refer	to:all	people	or	things	that	are	not	the	particular	one	being	mentioned.EXAMPLE:	The	football	match	may	be	postponed	but	the	other	sporting	events	are	taking
place.	more	people	or	things	in	addition	to	the	one	being	mentioned.EXAMPLE:	You	have	seen	this	antique	shop	but	there	are	at	least	three	other	antique	shops	nearby.	people	or	things	which	are	different	from	the	ones	being	mentioned.EXAMPLE:	Drowning	rats	is	just	one	way	to	eliminate	them	but	there	are	other	ways.	Both	and	both	the	are	used
in	the	same	way	in	reference	to	two	particular	persons	or	things.EXAMPLE:	Both	books	discuss	the	possibility	of	third	world	war.	EXAMPLE:	Both	the	books	discuss	the	possibility	of	third	world	war.	Both	is	used	after	an	auxiliary	verb,	or	after	an	auxiliary	verb	but	before	the	main	verb.EXAMPLE:	We	are	both	regular	partners	in	tennis.	EXAMPLE:
They	have	both	started	to	learn	English	together.	Both	is	used	after	a	modal	(e.g.	can,	could,	may,	might,	etc.)EXAMPLE:	They	can	both	speak	five	languages.	Both	is	used	before	the	main	verbEXAMPLE:	The	pythons	both	escaped	from	their	cage	late	last	night.	Both	is	used	as	subject	in	a	sentence.EXAMPLE:	Both	of	us	have	been	quarrelling	since
this	morning.	Both	is	used	as	object	in	a	sentence.EXAMPLE:	I	think	I	have	fallen	in	love	with	both	of	you.	We	can	use	of	or	without	of	after	both	when	we	are	specific	about	what	or	who	we	are	referring	to.EXAMPLE:	We	recognize	both	of	the	men	responsible	for	the	crime.	EXAMPLE:	We	recognize	both	the	men	responsible	for	the	crime.	EXAMPLE:
We	recognize	both	men	responsible	for	the	crime.	3.	SOMEBODY,	SOMEONE,	ANYBODY	and	ANYONE	There	is	no	difference	in	meaning	between	somebody	and	someone,	and	between	anybody	and	anyone.EXAMPLE:	There	is	somebody/someone	at	the	door	asking	for	donation.	EXAMPLE:	Anybody/anyone	can	boil	an	egg.	When	we	use	anybody	and
anyone,	we	are	not	being	specific	about	who.EXAMPLE:	It's	an	easy	game	to	play.	Anybody/anyone	can	play	it.	14.	EVERYBODY,	EVERYONE,	NOBODY	and	NO	ONE	We	use	a	singular	verb	after	everybody,	everyone,	nobody	and	no	one.EXAMPLE:	Everybody/everyone	is	beginning	to	feel	very	drunk	after	heavy	drinking.	EXAMPLE:	I	want	to	sing	a
song	but	worried	(that)	nobody/no	one	wants	to	listen.	15.	ANYTHING	and	ANYWHERE	In	using	anything	and	anywhere,	we	are	not	specific	about	what	or	where.EXAMPLE:	I	am	so	hungry	that	I	can	eat	anything	for	lunch.	EXAMPLE:	We	can	sit	anywhere	you	like.	We	can	use	anything	and	anywhere	for	negative	statements.EXAMPLE:	We	don't	know
anything	about	the	murder	in	the	neighbourhood.	EXAMPLE:	We	didn't	go	anywhere	yesterday.	We	can	use	anything	and	anywhere	for	questions.EXAMPLE:	Did	you	get	anything	for	me	to	eat?	EXAMPLE:	We	took	him	in	as	he	didn't	have	anywhere	to	stay.	Enough	is	placed	before	singular	uncountable	nouns	and	plural	countable	nouns	in	a
sentence.EXAMPLE:	She	has	not	enough	olive	oil	to	cook	her	favourite	dish.	EXAMPLE:	There	aren't	enough	chairs	for	everyone,	so	I	sit	on	the	floor.	We	put	enough	after	adjectives	and	adverbs	in	a	sentence.EXAMPLE:	We	think	she	is	beautiful	enough	to	win	the	beauty	contest.	EXAMPLE:	I	couldn't	pluck	those	pears	as	I	couldn't	jump	high	enough.
Jump	toArticles	Articles,	determiners,	and	quantifiers	are	those	little	words	that	precede	and	modify	nouns:	the	teacher,	a	college,	a	bit	of	honey,	that	person,	those	people,	whatever	purpose,	either	way,	your	choice	Sometimes	these	words	will	tell	the	reader	or	listener	whether	we're	referring	to	a	specific	or	general	thing	(the	garage	out	back;	A
horse!	A	horse!	My	kingdom	for	a	horse!);	sometimes	they	tell	how	much	or	how	many	(lots	of	trees,	several	books,	a	great	deal	of	confusion).	The	choice	of	the	proper	article	or	determiner	to	precede	a	noun	or	noun	phrase	is	usually	not	a	problem	for	writers	who	have	grown	up	speaking	English,	nor	is	it	a	serious	problem	for	non-native	writers
whose	first	language	is	a	romance	language	such	as	Spanish.	For	other	writers,	though,	this	can	be	a	considerable	obstacle	on	the	way	to	their	mastery	of	English.	In	fact,	some	students	from	eastern	European	countries	where	their	native	language	has	either	no	articles	or	an	altogether	different	system	of	choosing	articles	and	determiners	find	that
these	"little	words"	can	create	problems	long	after	every	other	aspect	of	English	has	been	mastered.	Determiners	are	said	to	"mark"	nouns.	That	is	to	say,	you	know	a	determiner	will	be	followed	by	a	noun.	Some	categories	of	determiners	are	limited	(there	are	only	three	articles,	a	handful	of	possessive	pronouns,	etc.),	but	the	possessive	nouns	are	as
limitless	as	nouns	themselves.	This	limited	nature	of	most	determiner	categories,	however,	explains	why	determiners	are	grouped	apart	from	adjectives	even	though	both	serve	a	modifying	function.	We	can	imagine	that	the	language	will	never	tire	of	inventing	new	adjectives;	the	determiners	(except	for	those	possessive	nouns),	on	the	other	hand,	are
well	established,	and	this	class	of	words	is	not	going	to	grow	in	number.	These	categories	of	determiners	are	as	follows:	the	articles	(an,	a,	the	see	below;	possessive	nouns	(Joe's,	the	priest's,	my	mother's);	possessive	pronouns,	(his,	your,	their,	whose,	etc.);	numbers	(one,	two,	etc.);	indefinite	pronouns	(few,	more,	each,	every,	either,	all,	both,	some,
any,	etc.);	and	demonstrative	pronouns.	The	demonstratives	(this,	that,	these,	those,	such)	are	discussed	in	the	section	on	Demonstrative	Pronouns.	Notice	that	the	possessive	nouns	differ	from	the	other	determiners	in	that	they,	themselves,	are	often	accompanied	by	other	determiners:	"my	mother's	rug,"	"the	priests's	collar,"	"a	dog's	life."	Some
Notes	on	Quantifiers	Like	articles,	quantifiers	are	words	that	precede	and	modify	nouns.	They	tell	us	how	many	or	how	much.	Selecting	the	correct	quantifier	depends	on	your	understanding	the	distinction	between	Count	and	Non-Count	Nouns.	For	our	purposes,	we	will	choose	the	count	noun	trees	and	the	non-count	noun	dancing:	The	following
quantifiers	will	work	with	count	nouns:	many	trees	a	few	trees	few	trees	several	trees	a	couple	of	trees	none	of	the	trees	The	following	quantifiers	will	work	with	non-count	nouns:	not	much	dancing	a	little	dancing	little	dancing	a	bit	of	dancing	a	good	deal	of	dancing	a	great	deal	of	dancing	no	dancing	The	following	quantifiers	will	work	with	both
count	and	non-count	nouns:	all	of	the	trees/dancing	some	trees/dancing	most	of	the	trees/dancing	enough	trees/dancing	a	lot	of	trees/dancing	lots	of	trees/dancing	plenty	of	trees/dancing	a	lack	of	trees/dancing	In	formal	academic	writing,	it	is	usually	better	to	use	many	and	much	rather	than	phrases	such	as	a	lot	of,	lots	of	and	plenty	of.	There	is	an
important	difference	between	"a	little"	and	"little"	(used	with	non-count	words)	and	between	"a	few"	and	"few"	(used	with	count	words).	If	I	say	that	Tashonda	has	a	little	experience	in	management	that	means	that	although	Tashonda	is	no	great	expert	she	does	have	some	experience	and	that	experience	might	well	be	enough	for	our	purposes.	If	I	say
that	Tashonda	has	little	experience	in	management	that	means	that	she	doesn't	have	enough	experience.	If	I	say	that	Charlie	owns	a	few	books	on	Latin	American	literature	that	means	that	he	has	some	some	books	not	a	lot	of	books,	but	probably	enough	for	our	purposes.	If	I	say	that	Charlie	owns	few	books	on	Latin	American	literature,	that	means	he
doesn't	have	enough	for	our	purposes	and	we'd	better	go	to	the	library.	Unless	it	is	combined	with	of,	the	quantifier	"much"	is	reserved	for	questions	and	negative	statements:	Much	of	the	snow	has	already	melted.	How	much	snow	fell	yesterday?	Not	much.	Note	that	the	quantifier	"most	of	the"	must	include	the	definite	article	the	when	it	modifies	a
specific	noun,	whether	it's	a	count	or	a	non-count	noun:	"most	of	the	instructors	at	this	college	have	a	doctorate";	"most	of	the	water	has	evaporated."	With	a	general	plural	noun,	however	(when	you	are	not	referring	to	a	specific	entity),	the	"of	the"	is	dropped:	Most	colleges	have	their	own	admissions	policy.	Most	students	apply	to	several	colleges.	An
indefinite	article	is	sometimes	used	in	conjunction	with	the	quantifier	many,	thus	joining	a	plural	quantifier	with	a	singular	noun	(which	then	takes	a	singular	verb):	Many	a	young	man	has	fallen	in	love	with	her	golden	hair.	Many	an	apple	has	fallen	by	October.	This	construction	lends	itself	to	a	somewhat	literary	effect	(some	would	say	a	stuffy	or
archaic	effect)	and	is	best	used	sparingly,	if	at	all.	Predeterminers	The	predeterminers	occur	prior	to	other	determiners	(as	you	would	probably	guess	from	their	name).	This	class	of	words	includes	multipliers	(double,	twice,	four/five	times	.	.	.	.);	fractional	expressions	(one-third,	three-quarters,	etc.);	the	words	both,	half,	and	all;	and	intensifiers	such
as	quite,	rather,	and	such.	The	multipliers	precede	plural	count	and	mass	nouns	and	occur	with	singular	count	nouns	denoting	number	or	amount:	This	van	holds	three	times	the	passengers	as	that	sports	car.	My	wife	is	making	double	my	/	twice	my	salary.	This	time	we	added	five	times	the	amount	of	water.	In	fractional	expressions,	we	have	a	similar
construction,	but	here	it	can	be	replaced	with	"of"	construction.	Charlie	finished	in	one-fourth	[of]	the	time	his	brother	took.	Two-fifths	of	the	respondents	reported	that	half	the	medication	was	sufficient.	The	intensifiers	occur	in	this	construction	primarily	in	casual	speech	and	writing	and	are	more	common	in	British	English	than	they	are	in	American
English.	The	intensifier	"what"	is	often	found	in	stylistic	fragments:	"We	visited	my	brother	in	his	dorm	room.	What	a	mess!"	This	room	is	rather	a	mess,	isn't	it?	The	ticket-holders	made	quite	a	fuss	when	they	couldn't	get	in.	What	an	idiot	he	turned	out	to	be.	Our	vacation	was	such	a	grand	experience.	Half,	both,	and	all	can	occur	with	singular	and
plural	count	nouns;	half	and	all	can	occur	with	mass	nouns.	There	are	also	"of	constructions"	with	these	words	("all	[of]	the	grain,"	"half	[of]	his	salary");	the	"of	construction"	is	required	with	personal	pronouns	("both	of	them,"	"all	of	it").	The	following	chart	(from	Quirk	and	Greenbaum)	nicely	describes	the	uses	of	these	three	predeterminers:	The
three	articles	a,	an,	the	are	a	kind	of	adjective.	The	is	called	the	definite	article	because	it	usually	precedes	a	specific	or	previously	mentioned	noun;	a	and	an	are	called	indefinite	articles	because	they	are	used	to	refer	to	something	in	a	less	specific	manner	(an	unspecified	count	noun).	These	words	are	also	listed	among	the	noun	markers	or
determiners	because	they	are	almost	invariably	followed	by	a	noun	(or	something	else	acting	as	a	noun).	CAUTION!	Even	after	you	learn	all	the	principles	behind	the	use	of	these	articles,	you	will	find	an	abundance	of	situations	where	choosing	the	correct	article	or	choosing	whether	to	use	one	or	not	will	prove	chancy.	Icy	highways	are	dangerous.
The	icy	highways	are	dangerous.	And	both	are	correct.	The	is	used	with	specific	nouns.	The	is	required	when	the	noun	it	refers	to	represents	something	that	is	one	of	a	kind:	The	moon	circles	the	earth.	The	is	required	when	the	noun	it	refers	to	represents	something	in	the	abstract:	The	United	States	has	encouraged	the	use	of	the	private	automobile
as	opposed	to	the	use	of	public	transit.	The	is	required	when	the	noun	it	refers	to	represents	something	named	earlier	in	the	text.	(See	below..)	We	use	a	before	singular	count-nouns	that	begin	with	consonants	(a	cow,	a	barn,	a	sheep);	we	use	an	before	singular	count-nouns	that	begin	with	vowels	or	vowel-like	sounds	(an	apple,	an	urban	blight,	an
open	door).	Words	that	begin	with	an	h	sound	often	require	an	a	(as	in	a	horse,	a	history	book,	a	hotel),	but	if	an	h-word	begins	with	an	actual	vowel	sound,	use	an	an	(as	in	an	hour,	an	honor).	We	would	say	a	useful	device	and	a	union	matter	because	the	u	of	those	words	actually	sounds	like	yoo	(as	opposed,	say,	to	the	u	of	an	ugly	incident).	The	same
is	true	of	a	European	and	a	Euro	(because	of	that	consonantal	"Yoo"	sound).	We	would	say	a	once-in-a-lifetime	experience	or	a	one-time	hero	because	the	words	once	and	one	begin	with	a	w	sound	(as	if	they	were	spelled	wuntz	and	won).	Merriam-Webster's	Dictionary	says	that	we	can	use	an	before	an	h-	word	that	begins	with	an	unstressed	syllable.
Thus,	we	might	say	an	hisTORical	moment,	but	we	would	say	a	HIStory	book.	Many	writers	would	call	that	an	affectation	and	prefer	that	we	say	a	historical,	but	apparently,	this	choice	is	a	matter	of	personal	taste.For	help	on	using	articles	with	abbreviations	and	acronyms	(a	or	an	FBI	agent?),	see	the	section	on	Abbreviations.	First	and	subsequent
reference:	When	we	first	refer	to	something	in	written	text,	we	often	use	an	indefinite	article	to	modify	it.	A	newspaper	has	an	obligation	to	seek	out	and	tell	the	truth.	In	a	subsequent	reference	to	this	newspaper,	however,	we	will	use	the	definite	article:	There	are	situations,	however,	when	the	newspaper	must	determine	whether	the	public's	safety	is
jeopardized	by	knowing	the	truth.	Another	example:	"I'd	like	a	glass	of	orange	juice,	please,"	John	said.	"I	put	the	glass	of	juice	on	the	counter	already,"	Sheila	replied.	Exception:	When	a	modifier	appears	between	the	article	and	the	noun,	the	subsequent	article	will	continue	to	be	indefinite:	"I'd	like	a	big	glass	of	orange	juice,	please,"	John	said.	"I	put
a	big	glass	of	juice	on	the	counter	already,"	Sheila	replied.Generic	reference:	We	can	refer	to	something	in	a	generic	way	by	using	any	of	the	three	articles.	We	can	do	the	same	thing	by	omitting	the	article	altogether.	A	beagle	makes	a	great	hunting	dog	and	family	companion.	An	airedale	is	sometimes	a	rather	skittish	animal.	The	golden	retriever	is	a
marvelous	pet	for	children.	Irish	setters	are	not	the	highly	intelligent	animals	they	used	to	be.	The	difference	between	the	generic	indefinite	pronoun	and	the	normal	indefinite	pronoun	is	that	the	latter	refers	to	any	of	that	class	("I	want	to	buy	a	beagle,	and	any	old	beagle	will	do.")	whereas	the	former	(see	beagle	sentence)	refers	to	all	members	of
that	class.Proper	nouns:	We	use	the	definite	article	with	certain	kinds	of	proper	nouns:	Geographical	places:	the	Sound,	the	Sea	of	Japan,	the	Mississippi,	the	West,	the	Smokies,	the	Sahara	(but	often	not	when	the	main	part	of	the	proper	noun	seems	to	be	modified	by	an	earlier	attributive	noun	or	adjective:	We	went	swimming	at	the	Ocean	Park)
Pluralized	names	(geographic,	family,	teams):	the	Netherlands,	the	Bahamas,	the	Hamptons,	the	Johnsons,	the	New	England	Patriots	Public	institutions/facilities/groups:	the	Wadsworth	Atheneum,	the	Sheraton,	the	House,	the	Presbyterian	Church	Newspapers:	the	Hartford	Courant,	the	Times	Nouns	followed	by	a	prepositional	phrase	beginning	with
"of":	the	leader	of	the	gang,	the	president	of	our	club	Abstract	nouns:	Abstract	nounsthe	names	of	things	that	are	not	tangibleare	sometimes	used	with	articles,	sometimes	not:	The	storm	upset	my	peace	of	mind.	He	was	missing	just	one	thing:	peace	of	mind.	Injustice	was	widespread	within	the	judicial	system	itself.	He	implored	the	judge	to	correct
the	injustice.	Her	body	was	racked	with	grief.	It	was	a	grief	he	had	never	felt	before.	Zero	articles:	Several	kinds	of	nouns	never	use	articles.	We	do	not	use	articles	with	the	names	of	languages	("He	was	learning	Chinese."	[But	when	the	word	Chinese	refers	to	the	people,	the	definite	article	might	come	into	play:	"The	Chinese	are	hoping	to	get	the
next	Olympics."]),	the	names	of	sports	("She	plays	badminton	and	basketball."),	and	academic	subjects	("She's	taking	economics	and	math.	Her	major	is	Religious	Studies.")	When	they	are	generic,	non-count	nouns	and	sometimes	plural	count-nouns	are	used	without	articles.	"We	like	wine	with	our	dinner.	We	adore	Baroque	music.	We	use	roses	for
many	purposes."	But	if	an	"of	phrase"	comes	after	the	noun,	we	use	an	article:	"We	adore	the	music	of	the	Baroque."	Also,	when	a	generic	noun	is	used	without	an	article	and	then	referred	to	in	a	subsequent	reference,	it	will	have	become	specific	and	will	require	a	definite	article:	"The	Data	Center	installed	computers	in	the	Learning	Center	this
summer.	The	computers,	unfortunately,	don't	work."	Common	count	nouns	are	used	without	articles	in	certain	special	situations:	idiomatic	expressionsusing	be	and	goWe'll	go	by	train.	(as	opposed	to	"We'll	take	the	train.)He	must	be	in	school.	with	seasonsIn	spring,	we	like	to	clean	the	house.	with	institutionsHe's	in	church/college/jail/class.	with
mealsBreakfast	was	delicious.He's	preparing	dinner	by	himself.	with	diseasesHe's	dying	of	pneumonia.Appendicitis	nearly	killed	him.She	has	cancer	(You	will	sometimes	hear	"the	measles,"	"the	mumps,"	but	these,	too,	can	go	without	articles.)	with	time	of	dayWe	traveled	mostly	by	night.We'll	be	there	around	midnight.	Principles	of	Choosing	an



Article	Choosing	articles	and	determiners:	Briefly	defined,	a	determiner	is	a	noun-marker:	when	you	see	one,	you	know	that	what	follows	is	a	noun	or	noun	phrase.	There	is	a	list	of	such	words	in	the	table	below.	When	you	place	your	mouse-cursor	over	a	word	or	pair	of	related	words	(such	as	either/neither),	you	will	see	in	the	right-hand	frame	an
image	describing	the	kinds	of	words	that	word	can	modify.	Zero	article	(see	table	below)	means	either	that	no	article	would	be	appropriate	with	that	kind	of	noun	or	that	that	kind	of	noun	can	be	used	(in	that	context)	without	an	article.	If	you	would	like	to	see	these	images	listed	on	one	page,	click	HERE.	Notice	that	there	is	a	difference	between	a
"stressed"	some	or	any	and	an	"unstressed"	some	or	any.	Consider	the	words	in	ALL	CAPS	as	shouted	words	and	you	will	hear	the	difference	between	these	two:	That	is	SOME	car	you've	got	there!	I	don't	want	to	hear	ANY	excuse!	As	opposed	to.	.	.	We	have	some	cars	left	in	the	lot.	Isn't	there	any	furniture	in	the	living	room?	In	terms	of	the	words
they	usually	modify,	the	unstressed	some	and	any	do	not	modify	singular	count	nouns.	

Are	quantifiers	and	determiners	the	same.	What	are	quantifiers	determiners.	List	of	quantifiers	determiners.	Difference	between	quantifiers	and	distributive	determiners.


