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Example of a artifact

History is what defined our civilization and will do so hundreds of years later. Written stories and famous artifacts have done the most to keep the records of humanity alive. Since you can’t change historical facts, famous ancient artifacts are here to support them and resolve the disputed ones. For this reason, a lot of historic artifacts are, one way or
another, irreplaceable. But what makes an artifact valuable enough that it becomes so famous?The most renowned artifacts are the ones that left a mark on the history of humankind. There are a lot of ancient artifacts that date back thousands of years before the rise of modern society. Modern ones are more creativity-based. From paintings to bells, a
lot of them are considered cultural artifacts due to their significance to the local populace. These artifacts define the history of the culture that created them and humanity. The more pristine the condition — the more fame they will garner.So, if you are like Indiana Jones, looking for historical artifacts, not in some ancient archaeology sites, but on the
internet, you can call off your search! We have created a list of the best examples of artifacts that are famous all around the world. Look at the list below and expand your historical knowledge. If an artifact piqued your interest and you have never heard about it, be sure to upvote it. If you’ve heard about the listed artifact and would like to share more
— leave a comment below! Exploring artifacts that date thousands of years and learning about them feeds our natural curiosity but it is even more interesting to chat with people who are experts in the field. That is why Bored Panda reached out to Dr. Brian L. Hackett, an associate professor at Northern Kentucky University who has a special interest
in museum exhibits and from 1992 to 2004 was responsible for the day-to-day management and development of historic sites as executive director of the Montgomery County (Ohio) Historical Society. Scientists discover artifacts and share the joy of finding something new that uncovers a part in human history because they were once lost and are
now the only link to a certain time and place. It always is a wonder how entire cities can be lost and we just built new ones on top just to dig up everything once again to find ruins or someone’s shoe.Dr. Brian L. Hackett gave us an idea how such artifacts get lost, “Sometimes they are lost just like if you were to lose your cell phone or your house keys.
Other times, people deliberately hide things then forget about them or pass away before the items are recovered. There is a time in the life of an artifact where it goes from cherished and useful, to outdated and worthless, that is when objects get lost or discarded.” But to us those things hold huge value as they tell us the story of how our ancestors
lived, what their values were and what a long way we went from there. There were lots of important discoveries made such as finding Tutankhamun’s burial site, the Dead Sea Scrolls or the Terracotta Army that had huge cultural and historical meaning but that doesn’t mean that it’s the end.Just as we know that only 5 percent of the ocean’s floor is
explored, Dr. Hackett is convinced that humans barely touched the surface of the evidence left behind by our predecessors and adds that you don’t need to go to a historical sight to uncover something, “Incredible discoveries are always being made not just in tombs, forgotten caves and deep forests, but also in attics, basements and even museum
collections. Lost artifacts are all around us, you just need to be aware of the possibilities!” Also, many of those great discoveries are accidents and while sometimes historians and archeologists have something on their mind of what they want to find and can look for clues, “many discoveries are by chance. You might be looking for one thing and end
up finding something unexpected. It's times like this that make the work exciting.”In that case any of us can be discoverers and researchers playing Indiana Jones. Dr. Hackett actually encourages it, “The stuff of history is all around us, one just needs to look. The Holy Grail can be found anywhere. Just be open to the idea that things are meant to be
discovered and the best is yet to come.” There is so much potential to find something and there are so many mysteries to solve but the expert wouldn’t dare to guess what the next big find could be. Although based on previous discoveries he believes “it will be in the least likely place. Some kid will find it while hiking with his dog, or some archivist
will discover a new letter she overlooked before.”Such crazy stories truly happened before, “Someone finds an original copy of the Gettysburg Address inside an old book, a Picasso on the wall of a rented apartment in Chicago, or an early photograph of Edgar Allen Poe at a garage sale.” While major discoveries might happen by accident, historians
and archeologists will still conduct research and choose somewhere to start from, “There are many hot fields of research right now. In my particular area of study, much history has been ignored, such as African American History, Native American History and other neglected subjects. This offers a world of history to be discovered.”If you don’t hear
about new knowledge about our past being discovered, it doesn’t mean that historians and archeologists are vacationing, “We are discovering the stories and related artifacts on subjects like the Underground Railroad, Slavery and the private lives of individuals. In other fields discoveries have been made in Egypt, Central America and Eastern
Europe.” Actually there is so much action going on that the historian thinks “we are on the edge of a new age in discovery!” So while we wait for new announcements about lost cities, important people’s tombs and ancient secrets being discovered, let’s remember what we already know. Which of the artifacts in this list you found the most fascinating
and surprisingly well preserved? Are there any other artifacts that weren’t on this list but are no less impressive? Let us know in the comments! Artifacts are objects made, crafted, or shaped by humans such as tools, weapons, and pottery. The term is most commonly used in archaeology where old human artifacts from years past are retrieved during
archaeological digs. Artifacts are distinct from ‘ecofacts’ and ‘features’, which are both also terms to refer to things revealed through archaeological endeavors: ConceptDefinitionExampleArtifactMeaningful objects crafted by humans extracted during an archaeological digTools, pottery, metal objects, weapons, jewelry, books, instruments, figurines,
coins.EcofactMeaningful organic matter extracted during an archaeological digBones, wheat seeds, teeth, antlers, DNA preserved in sap.FeatureImmovable contextual features that represent human activity found during an archaeological digHearths, remains of a wall, remains of a well, remains of a campfire, Middens (Trash Deposits), trees with
markings. Examples of Artifacts in Archeology In 1960, archaeologists extracted the oldest known piece of armor from a dig site in Greece named Dendra. This armor is estimated to be from the 15th Century BCE, making it around 3500 years old. It was made of beaten bronze and was full body armor consisting of 15 pieces held together by leather
straps. It is called the Dendra panoply. Artworks that form artifacts are often not simply painted canvases, but artworks that are found etched into other artifacts. Examples include artworks on pottery, swords, shields, and coins. Artworks may also be identified on features, such as etched into trees and caves. Examples of some of the oldest artworks
identified on artifacts include the Venus of Berekhat Ram, estimated to be older than bother Neanderthals and Homo sapiens and possibly made by Homo erectus, which was found in the Golan Heights in 1981. Similarly, the Venus of Tan-Tan, discovered in Morocco, may be as much as 500,000 years old. 3. Books and Texts Egyptologists believe that
the oldest illustrated book is the Book of Two Ways. The book is believed to be about 4,000 years old. It was a set of texts found etched on the inside of a sarcophagus (Egyptian stone coffin). The Book of Two Ways is believed to be at least 40 years older than any other written text. The rosetta stone is another famous text which was produced during
the Hellenic period (about 196BC). The text is famous because it helped provide the code for deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphics. The stone has the same text written in Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, Demotic script, and Greek script, allowing archaeologists to reverse-engineer hieroglyphics by comparing it to the Demotic and Greek scripts. The
oldest known chest is the Mastermyr chest, found in Gotland, an island of Sweeden. The chest is a Viking age object dated somewhere between 793 and 1066 CE. It was found in 1936 by a farmer who was tending to an area of field that was formerly a lake. This is one of the exciting situations where an artifact was found by a layperson and not during
an excavation. The chest had a treasure trove of objects inside including keys, padlocks, hammers, chisels, knives, saw blades, and clamps. While the Ancient Egyptians are well-known for their sarcophagi, coffins were actually identified first in China. The oldest known wooden coffin dates back to about 5000 BCE from the Beishouling relic site in
Shaanxi, China. It is believed to belong to a 4-year-old girl. The Ancient Egyptians do, however, hold the crown for the most elaborate coffins. Their sarcophagi (the earliest of which are dated to around 2685 BCE) were made of elaborate stone and contained beautiful carvings and writing on them. Looking at them today, it’s remarkable just how small
the Ancient Egyptians were. Coins provide evidence of commerce and trade in ancient civilizations. They became widespread in Ancient Greece whose complex civilization included coin-based trade and marketplaces. However, the oldest known coin is the Lydian Lion which is from the ancient Kingdom of Lydia. This is a kingdom that existed in 1200-
546 BCE in modern-day Turkey. The coin contains an etching of a lion on it. Most historians believe that coins became common in this kingdom during the reign of King Alyattes, dating them to about 610 - 550 BCE. The oldest known Roman coin is the silver denarius Roman Republic coin which is dated to about 210 BCE. It was found in 2000 at
Hallaton, Leics during an archaeological dig. Coins can also be considered examples of cultural artifacts because they are generally linked to specific cultural groups and the images on them may reveal information about those cultures. The oldest known spoons are a set of mammoth ivory spoons found in Avdeevo Russia. They’re an incredible 21,000
years old and made from an animal that is extinct! Chopsticks are also ancient, with the oldest being a set of six excavated from the Ruins of Yin in China. They are dated to 1200 BCE. Similarly, there are ancient knives, such as the Ancient Egyptian Gebel el-Arak Knife made from Elephant ivory which dates to 3450 BC. However, it’s not clear whether
when old knives were used as tools for hunting versus as cutlery. The oldest known figurine is the Venus of Willendorf, found in modern-day Austria. This is a figurine of a naked big breasted woman that stands 11 centimeters tall (4.4 inches). The Venus of Willendorf is believed to be about 25,000 years old. It was discovered in 1908 during an
archaeological dig in Lower Austria. One theory about this figurine, and others like it, is that they are self-portraits produced by women of the era. The oldest known chess set is an excellent example of a game artifact. It is believed to date to about 700-712 CE and was found in modern-day Uzbekistan in 1977. This chess set is known as the Afrasiab
Chessmen. It contained 7 pieces and was dated to around 700 CE because a coin of that date was also found on the same layer as the chess set. The same excavation site revealed several other chess sets as well. Other ancient board games often found during excavations include checkers and backgammon. Jewelry is regularly extracted during
archaeological digs. It can be made from a range of items, but commonly ivory, wood, bones, and shells. The oldest known jewelry is dated to about 145,000 BCE. This particular item, discovered in the Bizmoune Cave in Morocco, consists of 33 shells that were designed to be threaded through a string. They’re believed to be either a necklace or
earrings. This item may in fact be classified as an ecofact because it’'s made from shells, an organic material. Jewelry is also commonly found in Mayan, Ancient Egyptian, and Native American excavations. The oldest Native American jewelry is four bone earrings which were found at the Mead Site near Fairbanks, Alaska. These earrings are believed
to date to about 10,000 BCE. Locks and keys date back about 6000 years. The oldest known key was found in the ruins of Nineveh located in Mosul (Iraq). The lock and key from Nineveh is a wooden pin lock that is a rudimentary but remarkably similar lock to the type we use to open house and car doors today. The key’s teeth would fit into a lock to
lift pins the perfect amount to allow the lock to turn. While paleolithic cave drawings depicting people wearing masks date back 35,000 years, the oldest known mask dates to 9,000 years ago. It is believed that most older masks, made of wood, are well and truly decomposed. The oldest known masks are held in museums in Israel and Paris. These
masks, found near Jerusalem, contain an array of facial features and expressions designed to mimic skills and human faces. The masks may have had any number of uses, given the fact they’ve been used to scare enemies at war as well as for rituals and even parties. Most of the oldest known musical instruments are flutes. Currently, the oldest known
instruments are bone and ivory flutes from the Upper Paleolithic era (late stone age). Three flutes, two bone flutes from the bones of mute swans and one mammoth ivory flute, were found in GeisenklGsterle, a cave archaeological site in southern Germany. These flutes are dated to about 42,000 years ago. Being made of bone, these artifacts are also
technically biofacts, meeting the definition of both terms. The oldest playable trumpets are Tutankhamun’s trumpets which were found in his burial chamber in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt. They’'re dated to 1323 BCE. These trumpets are made of sterling silver and bronze. Tutankhamun’s trumpets are said to have magical powers. Every time they
have been played since their discovery, a war has broken out one week later. Pottery is one of the most common examples of artifacts found in archaeological digs. It is found throughout ancient sites from most cultural groups, from Asia to Europe to the Americas. Interestingly, Aboriginal Australians worked with clay but did not make pots. The
assumption is that this is because Aboriginal Australians were semi-nomadic, negating the need for long-term storage containers. The oldest example of pottery was found in the Xianrendong cave in South China in the 1960s. This pottery dates to about 20,000 years ago and was used in a time of semi-nomadism in the region, disputing the hypothesis
that pottery emerged when humans left nomadic lifestyles and began farming (which took place about 10,000 years ago). A wide range of artifacts are classified as tools including saws, hammers, axes, knives, chisels, and anvils. Uniquely, tools are not only crafted by humans but also by our cousins such as chimpanzees. They also pre-date the Homo
species, with rudimentary tools such as sharpened rocks found that were used by our ancestors. The oldest known tools date back 3.3 million years and were used by an ancestral species called Australopithecus afarensis. The oldest tools used by the Homo species are called the Oldowan tools, which were sharpened rocks, which date to about 1.76
million years ago. The ability of the Homo species to create tools out of stones is the distinguishing feature of the stone age, which was superseded by the Bronze age. The oldest object that we can consider a child’s toy, as opposed to a musical instrument, is likely a ceramic rattle dated to 2,000 BCE. It contained rattles inside it that make it a lot like
a child’s rattle of the modern era. The toy was found in Central Anatolia, Turkey, at a site that was once the capital city of the Kingdom of Kanesh. However, some archaeologists date another item, a stone doll head, as the oldest toy. It is dated to around about the same era as the rattle but was found on the island of Pantelleria, Italy. Archaeologists
believe that the doll head was used as a toy (rather than a decorative figurine) because there was no clear religious or ceremonial context involved. It was also found alongside miniature kitchenware, which gave the impression that it could have been a girl’s toy much like gendered toys of the 20th Century. Weapons for both hunting and war are
considered artifacts. It is very common for arrowheads, for example, to be found throughout North America during digs. Some of the oldest weapons to be uncovered are the nine wooden spears found near Schoningen, Northern Germany. The spears are about 300,000 years old, pre-dating the Homo sapiens (but not Homo erectus). It is believed
these spears were used by Neanderthals. The oldest surviving weapons in North America are believed to be between 20,000 and 16,000 years ago. These were spearheads found in the Gault site in central Texas. Artifacts are excellent primary sources that can help reveal contextual information about a cultural group. But the important thing about
identifying examples of artifacts is to make sure you can distinguish them from features and biofacts. Artifacts are objects crafted by humans, whereas biofacts are notable organic matter found in digs. Notably, some artifacts may also be considered biofacts due to overlapping definitions (e.g. bone flutes). Features, on the other hand, are immovable
contextual features that represent human activity found during an archaeological dig, such as hearths and remains of walls. Common artifact examples are tools, weapons, pottery, and jewelry. What are artifacts? Tools, clothing, and art objects are a few of the types of artifacts created by humans. Historical artifacts, such as ancient world artifacts,
are able to give modern humans insight into a past where there was often no written language. Let us find out more about archaeological artifacts by finding the answers to related questions on the subject, for example, what are cultural artifacts, and which item is an example of an artifact?What Are Artifacts?Scholars who want to understand an
ancient culture can benefit greatly from archaeological artifacts. Archaeologists unearth ancient societies’ structures and utilize the historical artifacts discovered there to study and analyze the past.Because many ancient societies did not actively document their histories, ancient world artifacts are often the only indications of how the people lived
from day to day.In archaeology, the generic word is “artifact,” although in museums, the comparable broad term is usually “object,” and in art history, it might be artwork or a more specialized term like “carving. In various settings, the same thing may be labeled all or one of these, and more precise terminology will be used when discussing individual
items or sets of related ones. Objects such as this bronze Scythian arrowhead can reveal a great deal about the societies that made and used them; Stock imageThere are many types of artifacts, and they are commonly mistaken for ecofacts (such as discovered animal parts) and features (elements in the landscape that appear to be manmade, usually
structural); all three can be discovered together at archaeological sites.A wide range of studies is carried out in order to better understand historical artifacts and subsequently offer information about them to the scientific and public worlds. However, the process of examining ancient world artifacts through archaeology can be hampered by artifact
theft and collection, which raises certain ethical concerns.Which Item Is an Example of an Artifact?Artifacts can originate from any archaeological environment, such as being buried along with a corpse, places where they were used as votive offerings, residential settings, or hoards, such as those found in wells, and even ancient rubbish dumps.
Pottery containers, stone tools, metal objects such as weaponry, and personal ornamentation such as jewelry, buttons, and clothes are examples of types of artifacts. Organic remains such as animal bones found within or near human settlements are another example. Archaeologists classify such natural materials as ecofacts rather than artifacts, such
as fire-split pebbles from a fireplace or plant material utilized for nourishment. This combination of the skeleton of a dog and two ceramic bowls from the late Iron Age site of Ban Non Wat is an example of how artifacts and ecofacts are often found together in excavations; Alison Kyra Carter, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia CommonsArtifacts Are the
Results of Behavioral and Transformative ProcessesA behavioral process entails collecting raw resources, producing them for a specified purpose, and ultimately discarding them. Transformational processes start at the end of behavioral processes; this is when nature or people transform the artifact after it has been buried. Both of these processes
are important in determining the context of an artifact.An artifact’s context may be divided into two categories: main setting and secondary setting. A matrix is a physical environment in which an artifact resides, while a provenience is a specific position inside a matrix.When an artifact is discovered in its original setting, the matrix and provenience
have not been altered by transformative processes.Transformational ProcessesWhen speaking about the secondary setting, transformational processes change the matrix and provenience. Stratigraphic features are non-portable human activity remnants such as hearths, roadways, deposits, ditches, and other similar relics. Ecofacts, also known as
biofacts, are archaeologically significant artifacts created by other creatures, such as pollen or animal bones.Manuports are natural items that have been relocated but not modified by people. Seashells brought inland or spherical pebbles relocated away from the water flow that created them are two examples of manuports..These lines are frequently
blurred; a bone extracted from an animal’s body is a biofact, yet a bone fashioned into a useful utensil is an artifact. This Post-Medieval hand apple corer or fid made from the long bone of an animal, possibly a sheep is an example of how a biofact has been transformed into an artifact; The Portable Antiquities Scheme, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia
CommonsEarly Stone ItemsLikewise, there may be controversy about early stone items that are either primitive crafts or occur naturally and happen to just look very similar to early human or Homo sapiens objects.It can be difficult to discern between genuine man-made lithic artifacts and geofacts, which are naturally produced lithics that mimic
man-made tools.Artifacts can be authenticated by looking at the general features of man-made tools as well as the local features of the location. At sites, artifacts, features, and ecofacts can all be found together. Sites may feature various combinations of the three; many may contain all three, whereas others could only contain one or two. Stone Age
Animal Carving, Hayonim Cave (28000 BP). It was not unusual for artists of this period to incorporate pre-existing features such as shapes, color striations, or cracks in the rock into the image, which can make identification of the extent of human intervention quite difficult to determine; Gary Todd, CCO, via Wikimedia CommonsSites Can Have
Distinct BordersThese include walls and moats, although this is not always the case. Sites can be differentiated by categories such as geography and previous roles. The presence of artifacts at these locations can provide researchers with essential archaeological knowledge. One example would be using the position and depth of buried artifacts to
create a chronological order of prior events at the site.As Carol Kramer said “pots are not people”, modern archaeologists take care to separate material culture from ethnicity, which is frequently more nuanced.Discovery of Historical ArtifactsAn artifact is any item that was purposefully constructed and sculpted by humans. Some relics are
discovered by chance, such as by a farmer cultivating his field or a worker laying a foundation.Archeological excavations and artifact recovery, on the other hand, usually follow well-established protocols meant to capture as much information about a location and its artifact collection as possible.When excavating artifacts from a site, archeologists
attempt to determine and record the context in which the piece was discovered. Two archaeologists measuring and mapping a prehistoric grave during excavation; Swedish National Heritage Board from Sweden, No restrictions, via Wikimedia CommonsTo establish context, the artifact’s precise vertical and horizontal placements, its relationship to
the strata in which it was discovered and any cultural influences that led to its location must all be documented.Each excavation phase is documented with precise maps and images of the site. Some archeologists collect data on discovered artifacts on specially formulated data sheets, which are then input into a computer. Before being delivered to a
laboratory for study, recovered artifacts are packed in bags (and occasionally allocated field numbers). Archaeological excavation documentation showing the location of various materials and artifacts within a mound; Stowarzyszenie Podgorze, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia CommonsThe propensity of artifacts to deteriorate when dried too quickly makes
retrieval of artifacts in damp or flooded locations more challenging. Some retrieved materials may require particular care even in dry caverns if they are to be maintained. It is critical that an archeologist conservator be onsite to aid in the recovery of artifacts in these circumstances. Plaster, resin, or latex rubber can be used to preserve delicate
items. This plaster cast of the void left by a dog killed by the Eruption of Mount Vesuvius in Pompeii is an early example of the use of casting materials to preserve fragile artifacts (photograph by Giorgio Sommer 1863); Getty Center, Public domain, via Wikimedia CommonsFinally, the artifacts are bundled for transport to an off-site laboratory. Any
off-site processing should be completed as soon as possible so that the documenting of any items discovered at the site may begin. Typically, each professional participating in an excavation is responsible for preparing a report on his or her discoveries at the site.These papers will be compiled and published as a report in a scientific journal or book.
Archaeologists are frequently in charge of creating a report on how the location should be managed, explored further, or preserved. Catalogue number, scale, and color matching chart for an Egyptian dynastic-Egyptian stone cosmetic jar with no rim or lid; Auckland Museum, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia CommonsAnalysis of Archaeological ArtifactsThe
type of artifact being analyzed influences artifact analysis. Lithic analysis is the study of stone artifacts, which are frequently in the form of tools. Stone artifacts are common in prehistoric periods and hence play an important role in addressing archaeological concerns about the past.On the exterior, lithic artifacts can assist archaeologists in studying
how technology has evolved through time by displaying a diversity of tools and production processes from various eras of time. Analyzing a Cuneiform nail; Santabiblia, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia CommonsHowever, this form of study can provide answers to more profound concerns, such as how civilizations were constructed and structured with
respect to institutionalization and the distribution of wealth. Neutron activation, petrographic analysis, x-ray fluorescence, individual flake analysis, and mass analysis are among the lab methods that contribute to the lithic analysis process. Ceramic analysis, which is focused on the archaeological examination of pottery, is another sort of artifact
analysis.This sort of examination can assist archaeologists in learning about the basic materials used and how they were employed in the production of pottery. The laboratory techniques that enable this are mostly based on spectroscopy. Raman microspectroscopic phase distribution map of an Egyptian blue paint layer from the church of St. Peter
above Gratsch showing the colourants cuprorivaite (from Egyptian blue) and carbon black (plant black from underpainting) as well as a range of major, minor and trace compounds of Egyptian blue (from Petra Dariz, Thomas Schmid, Scientific Reports 11 (2021) 11296); Petra Dariz, Thomas Schmid, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia CommonsAtomic
absorption and x-ray fluorescence are some of the spectroscopic techniques employed. The ceramic study provides more than simply data on raw materials and pottery manufacture; it also provides insight into historical cultures’ technology, economics, and social structure.There is also faunal analysis to analyze artifacts in the form of animal remains.
Faunal remains, like lithic artifacts, are very common in the area of archaeology. Because animals are traded in diverse marketplaces through time and over great distances, faunal research gives insight into commerce. Faunal remains from prior sophisticated cultures can also give information on social position, ethnic differences, and food. Depiction
of a herder with cattle from the burial chamber of Zenue, army clerk under Thutmosis IV (c. 1422-1411 BCE); Maler der Grabkammer des Zenue, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons Artifact dating and presenting a chronological timeline are critical components of artifact analysis. The many sorts of analyses mentioned above can all help with
artifact dating. Historical dating, relative dating, and typology are the three basic methods of dating. When objects are put in a certain sequence in relation to one another, relative dating occurs, whereas historical dating happens for eras of documented evidence; relative dating was the sole method of dating the prehistoric periods of time.Typology is
the practice of classifying objects based on their substance and shape. This technique is founded on the concept that certain object styles correspond to specific time periods and that these styles vary slowly through time.EthicsThe gathering and plundering of artifacts have generated heated controversy in the archaeological community. In
archaeological terminology, looting occurs when objects are taken from sites and privately acquired or sold before they can be examined and evaluated through legitimate scientific archaeology. The argument is around the contrast in ethics between archaeologists and collectors.When it comes to artifacts, archaeologists are concerned with
excavations, history, and laboratory work, whereas collectors are driven by a variety of personal interests. This prompts people to consider the archaeological issue, “Who possesses the past?” Removal of Parthenon sculptures (1801) by agents of the British Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of Elgin by an unknown artist
(between 1801 and 1805). The Greek state has long lobbied the British government for the return of the so-called Elgin marbles now held in the collection of the British Museum; Edward Dodwell, Public domain, via Wikimedia CommonsThere are also ethical concerns regarding the display of objects in museums that were stolen from other nations
under dubious conditions, such as the British Museum'’s display of the Parthenon Marbles. The exhibition of historical artifacts belonging to non-European native peoples by European museums, notably those captured during the European invasion of Africa, has also aroused ethical concerns.Pan-African activists have undertaken active steps against
European museums in order to reclaim artifacts they think are African.So, what are artifacts? Artifacts are frequently the most fascinating aspect of archaeological inquiry. Ancient world artifacts, whether valuable or ordinary, are essential for reading the archaeological record and learning about how humankind lived in the ancient days. However,
the majority of archaeological information is acquired from an artifact’s environment, or where an artifact is discovered and alongside what other items it is retrieved. Archaeologists use artifacts and their environment to describe and compare elements of historical societies, as well as to create a timeline of those cultures. There are also constraints
on the amount of scientific knowledge that artifacts can supply on their own.Frequently Asked QuestionsWhich Item Is an Example of an Artifact?Any object that was created by a human hand is regarded as an artifact. Ancient artifacts can include clothing worn by our ancestors, the tools they used, or even the art they made. A famous artifact is the
Venus of Willendorf (1908), which is an ancient artifact portraying a female human figure. Many Hollywood movies revolve around discovering or retrieving artifacts, such as the search for the biblical artifact known as the Ark of the Covenant in the Indiana Jones movie from the 1980s.What Are Cultural Artifacts?Cultural artifacts are historical
artifacts that relate to art or history. This could be an ancient artifact such as a carved statue, or a historical document. Another type of artifact is a media artifact. This includes digital files, photographs, and films. Other types of artifacts are data artifacts such as source code created by a programmer or designs, plans, and strategies. However, in the
context of cultural artifacts, usually refers to archaeological artifacts that have been unearthed at ancient sites. Historical artifacts are essential in helping modern-day humans gain some insight into the ways in which ancient humans lived. Isabella studied at the University of Cape Town in South Africa and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring
in English Literature & Language and Psychology. Throughout her undergraduate years, she took Art History as an additional subject and absolutely loved it. Building on from her art history knowledge that began in high school, art has always been a particular area of fascination for her. From learning about artworks previously unknown to her, or
sharpening her existing understanding of specific works, the ability to continue learning within this interesting sphere excites her greatly.Her focal points of interest in art history encompass profiling specific artists and art movements, as it is these areas where she is able to really dig deep into the rich narrative of the art world. Additionally, she
particularly enjoys exploring the different artistic styles of the 20th century, as well as the important impact that female artists have had on the development of art history.Learn more about Isabella Meyer and the Art in Context Team.



