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Ib	contemporary	history	exam

Hey	there!	This	article	is	all	about	our	tips	for	how	to	study	for	the	IB	History	exam	to	get	a	solid	7.	I'll	break	down	the	tricks,	and	IB	History	test	prep	so	with	the	right	strategies	and	IB	History	resources,	nailing	the	exam	is	totally	doable!Hey,	no	worries	if	you're	in	a	last-minute	cramming	session	for	IB	History!	We	totally	get	it,	and	trust	me,	we've
all	been	there	too!	So,	if	you're	wondering	how	to	ace	the	IB	History	exam	when	you're	running	out	of	time,	here	are	some	awesome	resources	and	IB	History	exam	tips	created	by	fellow	students	that	will	help	you	cram	like	a	boss.The	exam	is	broken	down	into	FOUR	assessments	(THREE	for	SL)	-	here	is	a	breakdown	of	what	you’ll	need	to	know	and
what	to	expect	from	each	section:Both	SL	and	HL	will	have	to	complete	Paper	1,	Paper	2,	and	a	historical	investigation,	with	just	HL	having	to	complete	Paper	3.	For	Paper	1	in	your	Global	Politics	exam,	you'll	be	focusing	on	writing	an	essay	within	1	hour.	The	essay	will	be	based	on	one	of	five	topics:	military	leaders,	conquest	and	its	impact,	the
move	to	global	war,	rights	and	protest,	or	conflict	and	intervention.	You'll	use	pre-approved	sources	to	support	your	arguments.	This	paper	tests	your	ability	to	analyze	and	connect	historical	events	and	themes	using	specific	examples.	It's	important	to	practice	writing	concise,	well-structured	essays	within	the	time	limit	to	effectively	cover	your	chosen
topic.To	do	well	in	Paper	1	of	your	Global	Politics	exam,	start	by	selecting	a	topic	you	feel	confident	about.	Use	the	pre-approved	sources	effectively	to	build	strong,	well-supported	arguments.	Practice	writing	essays	within	the	one-hour	time	limit	to	improve	your	speed	and	clarity.	Focus	on	structuring	your	essay	with	a	clear	introduction,	body,	and
conclusion.	Lastly,	during	the	exam,	manage	your	time	wisely	to	ensure	you	can	thoroughly	develop	your	points	without	rushing.	For	Paper	2	of	your	Global	Politics	exam,	you	should	be	prepared	for	an	extended	response	paper	that	covers	the	four	core	units:	Power,	Sovereignty	and	International	Relations,	Human	Rights,	Development,	and	Peace	and
Conflict.	You'll	have	1	hour	and	30	minutes	to	complete	this	section.	The	paper	requires	a	deep	understanding	of	these	topics	and	the	ability	to	apply	this	knowledge	critically	and	analytically.	Expect	to	write	detailed	essays,	showcasing	your	grasp	of	global	political	issues	and	concepts.	This	part	of	the	exam	will	test	your	ability	to	analyze,	evaluate,
and	present	coherent	arguments	based	on	the	course	content.For	Paper	2	in	your	Global	Politics	exam,	it's	all	about	extended	responses.	Start	by	thoroughly	understanding	the	core	units.	Practice	writing	detailed	essays	that	analyze	and	evaluate	different	perspectives.	During	the	exam,	choose	the	questions	you're	most	comfortable	with.	Plan	your
essays	with	a	clear	structure:	introduction,	main	arguments,	and	a	strong	conclusion.	Time	management	is	crucial	-	allocate	time	for	planning,	writing,	and	a	final	review	of	your	work.	Stay	focused	and	clear	in	your	arguments,	and	back	them	up	with	relevant	examples.	Remember,	clarity	and	coherence	will	make	your	essays	stand	out	and	not	be
boring!For	the	Historical	Investigation	part	of	your	History	HL	exam,	you'll	be	undertaking	a	detailed	study	into	a	topic	of	your	choice.	This	is	your	chance	to	show	off	your	research	skills,	organizational	abilities,	and	your	knack	for	selecting	appropriate	sources.	You'll	have	20	hours	to	complete	this	internal	assessment,	which	contributes	20%	to	your
final	grade.	The	format	is	quite	open-ended,	allowing	you	to	delve	deep	into	a	historical	topic	that	fascinates	you.	This	is	more	than	just	memorizing	facts;	it's	about	developing	a	coherent	argument,	backed	by	thorough	research	and	critical	analysis.	Think	of	it	as	your	opportunity	to	become	an	expert	in	a	specific	area	of	history	and	to	present	your
findings	in	a	clear,	well-structured	manner.	Your	grades	will	thank	you!For	the	Historical	Investigation	section	of	your	History	HL	course,	think	of	yourself	as	a	history	detective.	Your	mission	is	to	delve	deep	into	a	topic	you're	passionate	about.	Spend	time	choosing	a	topic	that	really	sparks	your	interest	–	this	will	make	the	research	process	more
enjoyable.	Once	you've	picked	your	topic,	it's	all	about	research,	research,	research!	Use	a	variety	of	sources	to	get	a	well-rounded	view.	Organize	your	findings	and	arguments	logically.	When	writing	your	investigation,	clarity	is	key	–	keep	your	writing	crisp	and	focused.	Remember,	you're	telling	a	story,	so	make	it	engaging.	Don't	forget	to	cite	your
sources	properly;	it	shows	you're	a	pro	at	academic	research.	Lastly,	review	and	refine	your	work	to	polish	it	to	perfection.	Dive	in	and	enjoy	being	a	historian!	The	lucky	HL	students	must	also	complete	Paper	3.	Yay,	you!	Gear	up	for	an	essay	paper	that	delves	into	one	of	four	regional	options:	History	of	Africa	and	the	Middle	East,	History	of	the
Americas,	History	of	Asia	and	Oceania,	or	History	of	Europe.	You'll	have	2.5	hours	to	showcase	your	knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	chosen	region.	This	paper	is	a	significant	part	of	your	exam,	comprising	35%	of	your	final	grade.	It's	an	opportunity	to	demonstrate	your	research	skills	and	your	ability	to	organize	and	reference	information
effectively.	Prepare	to	engage	deeply	with	the	historical	context	of	your	chosen	region,	using	appropriate	sources	to	support	your	analysis.	This	paper	tests	not	just	your	knowledge	but	also	your	ability	to	form	coherent,	well-structured	arguments.	So,	get	ready	to	think	critically	and	write	compellingly	about	the	fascinating	history	of	a	specific	part	of
the	world!	For	Paper	3,	you've	only	got	2	and	a	half	hours,	so	time	management	is	key.	Start	by	dividing	your	time	between	planning,	writing,	and	reviewing	your	essays.	Choose	the	regional	option	you're	most	comfortable	with	and	have	prepared	the	best.	Before	the	exam,	deep	dive	into	the	history	of	that	region	–	the	more	details	you	know,	the
richer	your	essays	will	be.	Practice	writing	essays	under	timed	conditions	to	get	a	feel	for	the	pace.	In	the	exam,	read	the	questions	carefully	and	plan	your	answers	with	a	clear	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	Use	specific	examples	to	back	up	your	points	–	this	is	where	all	your	awesome	knowledge	comes	into	play.	Lastly,	keep	your	writing	clear	and
focused,	and	have	fun	showing	off	what	you've	learned	about	this	slice	of	history!	Overall,	the	best	way	to	study	for	each	section	is	to	have	a	firm	grasp	on	historical	concepts,	such	as	key	players,	events,	and	themes	throughout	history.	To	memorize	this	info,	use	our	ULTIMATE	IB	History	Study	Guide	to	get	all	this	info	for	free!Studying	for	Paper	1:
Dive	into	the	world	of	source-based	questions	by	practicing	with	past	papers.	Get	familiar	with	different	types	of	sources	and	learn	to	quickly	identify	key	points	and	biases.	Focus	on	the	prescribed	subjects,	and	remember,	it's	like	being	a	detective	–	you're	analyzing	clues	to	build	a	story.	Make	it	fun	by	creating	flashcards	of	important	dates	and
events	or	even	by	reenacting	historical	moments!Studying	for	Paper	2:	Paper	2	is	all	about	writing	essays	on	world	history	topics.	Turn	yourself	into	a	history	buff	by	reading	extensively	and	taking	notes	on	the	12	topics.	Practice	writing	essays	and	get	feedback	to	improve.	Mix	things	up	by	watching	documentaries	or	hosting	discussion	groups	to
debate	historical	viewpoints	–	it’s	like	your	own	historical	talk	show!Studying	for	the	Historical	Investigation:	Choose	a	topic	that	genuinely	excites	you	for	your	investigation.	It’s	your	chance	to	be	a	historian,	so	dig	into	research	like	you’re	on	a	treasure	hunt.	Gather	a	variety	of	sources	and	piece	together	your	own	historical	narrative.	Keep	track	of
your	research	journey	in	a	diary	or	blog	–	it's	like	being	the	star	of	your	own	history	mystery	series!	Make	sure	to	go	over	the	IB	History	exam	review	and	your	IB	History	online	IB	notes	to	ensure	success.Studying	for	Paper	3:	For	Paper	3,	focus	on	one	of	the	four	regional	options.	Create	a	vivid	timeline	of	the	region's	history	and	study	it	like	you're
preparing	to	travel	there	–	know	the	landmarks	(major	events),	the	culture	(social	and	political	context),	and	the	language	(key	terms	and	concepts).	Practice	essay	writing	and	get	comfortable	discussing	complex	ideas.	It’s	like	being	a	tour	guide	in	a	historical	world!	✏	Studying	IB	History	can	feel	overwhelming.	With	a	huge	range	of	topics,	differing
content	in	Standard	Level	(SL)	and	Higher	Level	(HL),	and	the	pressure	of	multiple	exams,	it’s	easy	to	get	lost	and	not	know	where	to	focus	your	energy.	Many	students	struggle	to	understand	exactly	what	they	need	to	study	and	how	to	tackle	such	a	demanding	syllabus.As	a	History	teacher	with	over	a	decade	of	experience	working	in	education,	I’ve
supported	countless	students	through	this	exact	challenge.	In	this	guide,	I’ll	break	down	the	IB	History	syllabus,	the	exam	structure,	and	the	key	topics	you'll	need	to	master.	Let’s	simplify	things	so	you	can	study	smarter	and	feel	confident	going	into	your	exams.IB	History	TopicsThe	IB	History	syllabus	is	divided	into:Prescribed	subjectsWider,
thematic	studiesA	comparison	of	two	case	studies	taken	from	two	different	regions	of	the	worldWorld	history	topicsChronologically-ordered	breadth	studiesMust	contain	examples	from	more	than	one	region	of	the	worldDepth	studies	A	complete,	historical	study	of	a	specified	region	of	the	worldHistorical	investigationBoth	SL	and	HL	students	must
study	one	of	the	following	prescribed	subjects:1.	Military	LeadersThis	subject	looks	at	the	roles	and	strategies	of	key	military	leaders	throughout	history.	You	will	examine	how	their	leadership	impacted	major	historical	events,	from	wars	to	revolutions.2.	Conquest	and	its	ImpactIn	this	section,	you’ll	study	the	causes	of	historical	conquests	and	their
long-lasting	effects	on	societies,	economies,	and	cultures	across	the	globe.3.	The	Move	to	Global	WarThis	topic	focuses	on	the	political,	social,	and	economic	causes	that	led	to	major	global	conflicts,	with	an	emphasis	on	the	period	before	World	War	I	and	World	War	II.4.	Rights	and	ProtestYou	will	have	a	chance	to	investigate	civil	rights	movements
and	protests	that	shaped	modern	societies.	The	focus	will	be	on	the	individuals	and	events	that	played	significant	roles	in	advancing	human	rights.5.	Conflict	and	InterventionThis	topic	examines	the	causes	of	conflict	and	international	interventions.	You	will	study	efforts	made	by	world	powers	to	mediate	or	intervene	in	significant	global
conflicts.World	History	Topics	(SL	and	HL)Both	SL	and	HL	students	must	study	two	of	the	following	world	history	topics:1.	Society	and	Economy	(750–1400)If	you	look	at	this	topic,	you	will	study	the	development	of	societies	and	economies	from	750	to	1400,	focusing	on	key	changes	that	influenced	the	global	world,	including	trade	routes	and	the
spread	of	religions.2.	Causes	and	Effects	of	Wars	(750–1500)You	will	explore	the	causes	of	wars	from	750	to	1500	and	the	effects	they	had	on	the	societies	involved,	including	the	political,	social,	and	economic	impacts.3.	Dynasties	and	Rulers	(750–1500)Here,	you	will	examine	important	dynasties	and	rulers	who	shaped	political	landscapes	between
750	and	1500,	including	their	strategies	for	maintaining	power.4.	Societies	in	Transition	(1400–1700)This	topic	focuses	on	the	period	of	transition	from	1400	to	1700,	looking	at	social,	political,	and	religious	changes	that	shaped	the	modern	world.5.	Early	Modern	States	(1450–1789)You	will	have	a	chance	to	investigate	the	development	of	early
modern	states,	including	the	rise	of	absolute	monarchies	and	the	early	stages	of	constitutional	governments.6.	Causes	and	Effects	of	Early	Modern	Wars	(1500–1750)If	your	school	opts	for	this	one,	you	will	delve	into	wars	during	the	early	modern	period,	looking	at	their	causes,	major	battles,	and	the	long-term	consequences	on	global	politics.7.
Origins,	Development,	and	Impact	of	Industrialization	(1750–2005)	If	you're	exploring	this	topic,	you	will	learn	about	the	origins	and	effects	of	the	Industrial	Revolution,	focusing	on	how	industrialization	transformed	societies	and	economies	worldwide.8.	Independence	Movements	(1800–2000)This	topic	examines	the	struggles	for	independence	across
the	globe	during	the	19th	and	20th	centuries,	focusing	on	key	movements	and	figures	that	fought	for	freedom	from	colonial	rule.9.	Emergence	and	Development	of	Democratic	States	(1848–2000)In	this	section,	you	will	assess	the	rise	of	democratic	governments,	focusing	on	revolutions	and	reforms	that	led	to	the	creation	of	democratic	states	in
Europe	and	beyond.10.	Authoritarian	States	(20th	Century)This	topic	looks	at	the	rise	of	authoritarian	regimes	in	the	20th	century,	with	a	focus	on	key	figures	such	as	Adolf	Hitler	and	Joseph	Stalin,	and	the	political	and	social	consequences	of	their	rule.11.	Causes	and	Effects	of	20th-Century	WarsYou	have	the	chance	to	explore	the	causes	of	major
20th-century	wars,	including	World	War	I,	World	War	II,	and	conflicts	like	the	Korean	and	Vietnam	Wars,	and	their	global	impacts.12.	The	Cold	War:	Superpower	Tensions	and	Rivalries	(20th	Century)Selecting	this	option	will	allow	you	to	study	the	ideological	and	political	rivalry	between	the	United	States	and	the	Soviet	Union	during	the	Cold	War,
including	key	events	like	the	Cuban	Missile	Crisis	and	the	arms	race.Depth	Studies	(HL	Only)HL	students	must	also	study	one	of	the	following	Depth	Studies:History	of	Africa	and	the	Middle	EastHistory	of	the	AmericasHistory	of	Asia	and	OceaniaHistory	of	EuropeThese	Depth	Studies	offer	a	more	detailed	exploration	of	a	specific	region’s	history,
giving	students	a	chance	to	dive	deeper	into	the	political,	economic,	and	social	contexts	of	the	region.Historical	investigation	(SL	and	HL)You	must	write	an	essay	no	more	than	2,200	words	long	about	a	topic	of	your	choice,	providing	an	opportunity	to	apply	historical	inquiry	skills	in	a	focused	way.	The	selected	topic	must	be:	historical	in	naturenot
focus	on	events	that	have	occurred	in	the	last	10	yearsYour	teacher	will	guide	you	through	the	planning	and	research	process	and	mark	your	final	draft.	An	external	moderator	will	also	grade	your	work	to	ensure	accurate	marking.What	is	Covered	in	IB	History	Papers?Paper	1Weight:	30%	(SL),	20%	(HL)Format:	This	paper	assesses	your	ability	to
interpret	and	analyse	sources	related	to	the	prescribed	subjects.	You	will	be	asked	to	answer	source-based	questions,	which	may	require	critical	evaluation	and	comparison	of	sources.Paper	2Weight:	45%	(SL),	25%	(HL)Format:	You	will	answer	essay-based	questions	focused	on	the	world	history	topics.	You	are	required	to	synthesise	knowledge	from
your	studies	to	write	clear,	well-supported	essays	that	demonstrate	your	understanding	and	critical	analysis	of	historical	events.Paper	3	(HL	Only)Weight:	35%	(HL	only)Format:	HL	students	will	answer	essay	questions	based	on	one	of	the	depth	studies.	This	paper	requires	you	to	engage	deeply	with	a	specific	region's	history	and	apply	your
knowledge	in	a	focused	manner.Internal	Assessment:	Historical	InvestigationWeight:	25%	(SL),	20%	(HL)Format:	Both	SL	and	HL	students	must	complete	a	historical	investigation.	This	involves	researching	and	writing	about	a	historical	topic	of	your	choice.	You	will	be	assessed	on:	selecting	and	analysing	appropriate	primary	and	secondary
sources.structuring	your	argument	academically,	using	evidence	to	support	your	ideas.reflecting	on	the	challenges	faced	by	historians	and	by	yourself	in	researching	the	topic.using	a	logical	structure	and	properly	citing	your	historical	sources.Improve	Your	Grades	with	Save	My	ExamsAt	Save	My	Exams,	we	help	students	study	more	effectively	and
achieve	higher	grades.	Our	resources	are	written	by	experienced	teachers	and	examiners,	so	you	can	be	confident	that	they	provide	exactly	what	you	need	to	succeed.	With	detailed	notes,	topic-specific	questions,	and	worked	solutions,	we	give	you	the	tools	to	tackle	every	exam	with	ease.Explore	Our	IB	Revision	ResourcesReferencesHistory	in	the	DP
-	International	Baccalaureate®History-sl-2020-eng.pdfhistory-hl-2020-eng.pdf7.-Internal-Assessment.pdf	IB	History	exams	are	a	significant	milestone	for	students	pursuing	the	International	Baccalaureate	diploma.	With	a	broad	curriculum	covering	global	events	and	themes,	these	exams	test	not	only	your	knowledge	but	also	your	analytical	and
writing	skills.	Success	requires	more	than	rote	memorization;	it	demands	critical	thinking	and	a	strategic	approach.	Preparation	is	the	cornerstone	of	excelling	in	IB	History.	Whether	you’re	tackling	source-based	questions	or	crafting	essays,	having	a	solid	plan	in	place	can	make	all	the	difference.	This	article	provides	key	insights	into	the	structure	of
the	exams,	common	challenges,	and	proven	strategies	to	help	you	succeed.	The	IB	History	exams	are	divided	into	three	components,	each	with	its	unique	format	and	focus:	Paper	1:	This	part	consists	of	source-based	questions	that	require	students	to	analyze	historical	documents	critically.	The	ability	to	evaluate	sources	for	origin,	purpose,	and
content	is	essential.	Paper	2:	Focused	on	thematic	essays,	this	section	assesses	your	ability	to	connect	historical	events	across	regions	and	time	periods.	You	will	need	to	craft	well-argued	responses	under	time	pressure.	Paper	3:	Exclusively	for	Higher	Level	(HL)	students,	this	paper	involves	in-depth	regional	studies.	Topics	are	more	specialized,
requiring	thorough	preparation	and	a	deeper	understanding.	Understanding	what	examiners	are	looking	for	is	crucial.	Success	in	IB	History	is	not	just	about	factual	knowledge	but	also	your	ability	to:	Present	clear,	concise	arguments.	Analyze	and	evaluate	evidence	effectively.	Demonstrate	critical	thinking	in	connecting	historical	themes.	Clarity	and
structure	are	paramount.	Ensure	your	essays	have	a	clear	thesis,	supported	by	well-organized	paragraphs	and	relevant	examples.	Time	management	is	a	common	hurdle	in	IB	History	exams.	With	multiple	sections	and	tight	time	constraints,	students	often	struggle	to	allocate	their	time	wisely.	To	overcome	this,	practice	timed	exams	to	build	speed	and
confidence.	Divide	your	time	according	to	the	weightage	of	each	question.	Avoid	spending	too	long	on	one	part.	For	instance,	in	Paper	1,	allocate	a	specific	time	to	each	source	question.	Stick	to	your	plan	to	ensure	you	have	enough	time	to	complete	the	entire	paper.	IB	History	covers	a	vast	array	of	topics,	from	political	revolutions	to	global	conflicts.
Some	themes	can	be	particularly	challenging	due	to	their	complexity	and	depth.	To	simplify,	focus	on	understanding	overarching	themes	and	their	interconnections.	Using	tools	like	mind	maps	and	timelines	can	help	clarify	relationships	between	events.	Additionally,	practice	breaking	down	complex	ideas	into	smaller,	manageable	components.
Preparation	begins	with	mastering	the	skills	needed	for	each	paper.	Start	by:	Practicing	past	papers	to	familiarize	yourself	with	question	formats.	Refining	essay-writing	techniques	by	drafting	and	reviewing	sample	essays.	Enhancing	your	ability	to	analyze	primary	and	secondary	sources	effectively.	As	historian	David	McCullough	once	said,	“History
is	who	we	are	and	why	we	are	the	way	we	are.”	Keeping	this	perspective	can	motivate	you	to	engage	deeply	with	the	material.	One	of	the	best	ways	to	prepare	is	by	working	with	IB	History	tutors.	These	experts	provide	personalized	guidance	tailored	to	your	strengths	and	weaknesses.	Tutors	can:	Help	clarify	difficult	concepts	and	themes.	Offer
constructive	feedback	on	your	essays.	Share	strategies	for	approaching	different	types	of	questions.	With	the	right	support,	you	can	build	the	confidence	and	skills	needed	to	excel.	Success	in	IB	History	also	depends	on	using	the	right	resources.	Here	are	some	recommendations:	Textbooks	and	Guides:	“History	for	the	IB	Diploma”	series	by
Cambridge.	“Oxford	IB	Diploma	Programme:	History”	guidebooks.	Online	Platforms:	Study	groups	on	Reddit	or	Discord.	Educational	websites	like	HistoryExtra	or	JSTOR.	Additionally,	past	papers	and	mark	schemes	available	on	the	IB’s	official	website	are	invaluable	tools	for	preparation.	Preparing	for	IB	History	exams	requires	dedication,	strategy,
and	the	right	support.	By	understanding	the	exam	structure,	overcoming	challenges,	and	leveraging	resources	like	IB	History	tutors,	you	can	approach	the	exams	with	confidence.	Remember,	consistent	effort	and	effective	preparation	are	the	keys	to	success.	Take	charge	of	your	learning	journey	and	make	your	mark	in	IB	History!	IB	History	is	a
challenging	yet	rewarding	course	within	the	International	Baccalaureate	Diploma	Programme	(IBDP),	offering	students	a	deep	dive	into	modern	history,	particularly	the	20th	century.	This	course	not	only	covers	significant	historical	events,	movements,	and	influential	figures	but	also	sharpens	students’	critical	thinking	skills,	source	analysis,	and
historical	argumentation—key	skills	for	university	and	beyond.In	this	guide,	we’ll	explore	everything	you	need	to	know	about	IB	History,	including	the	syllabus	structure,	key	topics,	assessment	components,	and	expert	tips	to	help	you	succeed.	Whether	you're	deciding	between	Standard	Level	(SL)	and	Higher	Level	(HL)	or	looking	for	the	best	revision
strategies,	this	article	provides	a	complete	roadmap	to	excelling	in	IB	History.The	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	History	examinations	for	May	2025	are	scheduled	as	follows:Monday,	5	May	2025	-	Morning:	History	HL/SL	Paper	1:	1	hourHistory	HL/SL	Paper	2:	1	hour	30	minutesTuesday,	6	May	2025	-	Morning:History	HL	Paper	3:	2	hours	30
minutesThese	exams	are	designed	to	assess	students'	understanding	of	historical	events,	themes,	and	methodologies.	It's	essential	to	be	well-prepared	and	aware	of	the	specific	requirements	for	each	paper.	Check	out	IB	Exam	Schedule	2025	for	more	subjects!Studying	IB	History	equips	students	with	a	profound	understanding	of	past	events	and	their
lasting	impact	on	societies	worldwide.	Beyond	memorising	dates	and	events,	the	course	develops	critical	thinking,	analytical	reasoning,	and	research	skills,	which	are	highly	valued	in	fields	such	as	journalism,	law,	politics,	international	relations,	and	academia.	The	ability	to	evaluate	sources,	construct	well-supported	arguments,	and	interpret
historical	narratives	makes	IB	History	an	excellent	foundation	for	university	studies	and	professional	careers.Additionally,	IB	History	fosters	a	global	perspective,	encouraging	students	to	consider	multiple	viewpoints,	cultural	contexts,	and	ethical	implications.	By	examining	historical	patterns	and	decision-making	processes,	students	not	only	gain	a
deeper	appreciation	for	the	complexity	of	human	history	but	also	develop	empathy	and	a	nuanced	understanding	of	different	cultures	and	ideologies—essential	skills	for	an	increasingly	interconnected	world.The	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	History	course	is	recognized	as	one	of	the	Hardest	IB	Subjects	for	its	academic	rigor,	demanding	significant
commitment	from	students.	In	the	May	2024	examination	session,	the	average	score	for	IB	History	Higher	Level	(HL)	was	4.4	out	of	7,	which	is	slightly	below	the	average	for	other	humanities	subjects.	Notably,	over	80%	of	IB	History	HL	candidates	achieved	a	score	of	4	or	above,	a	benchmark	often	considered	a	'pass'	by	many	universities.	This
statistic	indicates	that	with	diligent	effort	and	dedication,	the	majority	of	students	can	succeed	in	this	course.We	spoke	with	an	experienced	IB	History	tutor	who	said:"History	IBDP	is	an	excellent	course	for	students	who	are	interested	in	understanding	the	world	around	them	and	how	it	has	developed	over	time.	It	requires	students	to	think	deeply
about	complex	historical	events	and	develop	the	skills	needed	to	analyse	information	from	a	variety	of	sources.	The	course	also	emphasises	the	importance	of	critical	thinking,	which	is	essential	for	success	in	any	field.	As	a	teacher,	I	have	seen	many	students	develop	a	passion	for	history	and	go	on	to	study	similar	subjects	at	university."Therefore,	if
you	are	interested	in	history,	don't	hesitate	in	picking	this	subject	for	your	IB.	Before	you	do	so,	however,	be	sure	to	fully	grasp	the	IB	History	syllabus,	which	we'll	dive	into	shortly.	IB	History	SL	&	HL	grade	distributions	in	2024The	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	History	Diploma	Programme	offers	a	comprehensive	curriculum	designed	to	provide
students	with	an	in-depth	understanding	of	historical	events	and	their	impacts	on	the	modern	world.	The	syllabus	is	structured	into	two	levels:	Standard	Level	(SL)	and	Higher	Level	(HL),	each	with	specific	components	and	requirements.Syllabus	StructurePrescribed	Subjects	(One	to	be	studied):Military	LeadersConquest	and	Its	ImpactThe	Move	to
Global	WarRights	and	ProtestConflict	and	InterventionWorld	History	Topics	(Two	to	be	studied):Society	and	Economy	(750–1400)Causes	and	Effects	of	Wars	(750–1500)Dynasties	and	Rulers	(750–1500)Societies	in	Transition	(1400–1700)Early	Modern	States	(1450–1789)Causes	and	Effects	of	Early	Modern	Wars	(1500–1750)Origins,	Development,	and
Impact	of	Industrialization	(1750–2005)Independence	Movements	(1800–2000)Emergence	and	Development	of	Democratic	States	(1848–2000)Authoritarian	States	(20th	Century)Causes	and	Effects	of	20th-Century	WarsThe	Cold	War:	Superpower	Tensions	and	Rivalries	(20th	Century)Higher	Level	Options:	Depth	Studies	(HL	Only,	One	to	be
studied):History	of	Africa	and	the	Middle	EastHistory	of	the	AmericasHistory	of	Asia	and	OceaniaHistory	of	EuropeInternal	Assessment	(SL	and	HL):Assessment	OverviewComponentSL	AssessmentHL	AssessmentPaper	1Source-based	exam	on	the	prescribed	subject	(1	hour,	30%	of	SL	grade)Source-based	exam	on	the	prescribed	subject	(1	hour,	20%
of	HL	grade)Paper	2Essay-based	exam	on	world	history	topics	(1.5	hours,	45%	of	SL	grade)Essay-based	exam	on	world	history	topics	(1.5	hours,	25%	of	HL	grade)Paper	3N/AEssay-based	exam	on	the	HL	option	(2.5	hours,	35%	of	HL	grade)Internal	AssessmentHistorical	investigation	(20	hours,	25%	of	SL	grade)Historical	investigation	(20	hours,	20%
of	HL	grade)HighlightsThe	syllabus	emphasizes	a	comparative	and	multi-perspective	approach	to	history,	encouraging	the	study	of	various	types	of	history,	including	political,	economic,	social,	and	cultural	aspects.Students	are	required	to	study	and	compare	examples	from	different	regions	of	the	world,	fostering	international-mindedness.The	course
places	a	strong	emphasis	on	developing	critical	thinking	skills	and	understanding	multiple	interpretations	of	historical	events.For	the	most	current	information	and	detailed	guidance,	please	refer	to	the	official	IB	History	guide.Have	a	look	at	our	comprehensive	set	of	IB	History	SL	and	IB	History	HL	Resources,	developed	by	expert	IB	teachers	and
examiners:	View	IB	History	SL	Study	Notes	View	IB	History	HL	Study	Notes	View	IB	History	SL	Past	Papers	View	IB	History	HL	Past	PapersOne	of	the	main	differences	between	IB	History	and	A-Level	History	is	the	scope	and	structure	of	the	syllabus.	IB	History	covers	a	broad	range	of	historical	topics,	focusing	on	global	perspectives,	critical
thinking,	and	analysis,	whereas	A-Level	syllabus	is	more	specialized,	concentrating	on	specific	historical	periods	and	events.Syllabus	ComparisonIB	HistoryA-Level	HistoryContent	CoverageBroad,	global	focus	covering	multiple	themes	and	case	studiesNarrower	focus	on	specific	historical	periodsSyllabus	StructureSix	main	themes	covering	various
regions	and	erasFour	study	periods,	such	as	Tudors,	Stuart	Britain,	1851-1964,	and	the	Cold	WarAssessment	FormatIncludes	source	analysis,	thematic	essays,	and	an	independent	historical	investigationExam-based,	with	a	mix	of	essays	and	document	analysisResearch	ComponentStrong	emphasis	on	independent	research	and	critical	evaluationLess
emphasis	on	independent	research,	more	structured	content	deliveryWhich	is	More	Difficult:	IB	or	A-Level	History?Both	qualifications	demand	a	strong	grasp	of	historical	events	and	the	ability	to	construct	analytical	arguments.	However,	IB	History	is	often	considered	more	challenging	due	to:A	wider	range	of	topics,	requiring	students	to	retain	and
synthesize	global	historical	knowledge.A	greater	emphasis	on	source	evaluation,	historical	perspectives,	and	independent	research.A	rigorous	internal	assessment	(IA),	where	students	conduct	an	original	historical	investigation.Despite	the	challenge,	top	grades	are	difficult	to	achieve	in	both:IB	History	HL:	Only	2.9%	of	students	achieved	a	7	in
2024.A-Level	History:	Just	9.3%	of	students	secured	an	A*	in	the	same	year.Number	and	mean	grades	of	IB	History	Candidates	in	2024IB	&	A-Level	History	Tutors	to	Help	You	SucceedOur	experienced	IB	History	tutors	and	A-Level	History	tutors	can	help	you	navigate	the	complexities	of	both	curriculums,	enhancing	your	understanding	and
preparation	for	exams.	Our	IB	English	tutors	and	A-Level	English	tutors	can	also	help	you	with	writing	essays	which	are	an	important	component	of	the	History	exams.	For	a	further	in-depth	comparison	for	all	subjects,	read	IB	Vs	A-Levels	-	A	Comprehensive	Guide.Choosing	between	IB	History	SL	and	HL	is	a	crucial	decision	that	depends	on	your
academic	strengths,	interests,	and	future	aspirations.	Below	are	key	factors	to	consider	when	deciding	which	level	is	right	for	you.Key	Differences	Between	IB	History	SL	and	HLIB	History	SLIB	History	HLContent	DepthCovers	fewer	topics	and	case	studiesCovers	more	topics	in	greater	depthWorkloadLess	reading	and	writingMore	extensive	reading,
research,	and	essay	writingAssessment2	exam	papers	+	Internal	Assessment3	exam	papers	+	Internal	AssessmentUniversity	RelevanceSuitable	for	students	not	pursuing	history-related	degreesRecommended	for	students	considering	history,	politics,	law,	or	related	fieldsCritical	Thinking	&	AnalysisDevelops	analytical	skills	but	with	a	narrower
focusRequires	deeper	analysis,	argumentation,	and	evaluation	of	historical	sourcesFactors	to	Consider	When	Choosing	SL	or	HLInterest	in	History:	If	you	enjoy	history	and	are	willing	to	engage	in	extensive	reading,	writing,	and	analysis,	HL	may	be	the	better	choice.	SL	is	a	good	option	for	students	who	want	to	study	history	without	the	added
workload	of	HL.Future	Academic	&	Career	Goals:	HL	is	recommended	for	students	planning	to	study	history,	politics,	international	relations,	or	law	at	university.	Some	competitive	universities	(e.g.,	Oxbridge,	Ivy	League)	may	prefer	HL	for	history-related	degrees.	If	history	is	not	a	major	part	of	your	future	studies,	SL	is	generally	sufficient.Difficulty
Level	&	Workload:	HL	is	more	demanding,	requiring	additional	essays,	case	studies,	and	an	extra	exam	paper.	However,	SL	still	requires	strong	analytical	skills	and	is	not	an	"easy"	option.University	Requirements	for	IB	HistoryIf	you	are	applying	to	UK	universities	as	an	IB	student	or	applying	to	US	universities	as	an	IB	student,	check	their	specific
entry	requirements	before	selecting	SL	or	HL.	For	example:The	majority	of	successful	applicants	to	Cambridge	University	for	History	took	IB	History	HL.Some	competitive	universities	may	require	HL	for	related	degrees	such	as	law	or	international	relations.For	students	applying	to	non-history	degrees,	SL	is	generally	acceptable	but	always	verify
university	requirements.	For	more	on	university	admission	requirements,	check	out	our	articles	such	as	Oxford	University	Admission	Requirements	and	Cambridge	University	Admission	Requirements.Choosing	SL	or	HL	depends	on	your	strengths,	interests,	and	academic	goals.	If	you	love	history	and	are	prepared	for	a	rigorous	workload,	HL	is	the
way	to	go.	If	you	want	a	balanced	IB	subject	combination	while	still	developing	analytical	skills,	SL	is	a	great	option.	Still	unsure?	Our	IB	History	tutors	can	help	you	navigate	your	decision	and	provide	expert	guidance	to	excel	in	either	SL	or	HL.The	History	course	is	graded	on	a	scale	of	1-7	as	with	all	DP	subjects,	with	a	score	of	7	being	the	highest.
The	final	grade	is	determined	by	combining	the	scores	from	the	internal	assessment	(IA)	and	the	external	assessments.Here's	a	breakdown	of	the	assessments	for	both	Standard	Level	and	Higher	Level	courses,	including	the	percentage	of	the	total	grade	for	each	paper:Standard	Level	(SL):DescriptionDurationWeightingPaper	1Source-based	paper	on
a	prescribed	subject.1	hour30%Paper	2Essay-based	paper	covering	two	world	history	topics.1.5	hours45%Internal	AssessmentHistorical	investigation	into	a	topic	of	the	student’s	choice	(1,500	words).N/A25%Higher	Level	(HL):DescriptionDurationWeightingPaper	1Source-based	paper	on	a	prescribed	subject.1	hour20%Paper	2Essay-based	paper
covering	two	world	history	topics.1.5	hours25%Paper	3Essay-based	paper	on	one	of	the	HL	options	(depth	studies).2.5	hours35%Internal	AssessmentHistorical	investigation	into	a	topic	of	the	student’s	choice	(2,200	words).N/A20%Internal	Assessment	(IA):The	IA	is	a	significant	component	for	both	SL	and	HL	students,	requiring	them	to	conduct	an
independent	historical	investigation.	This	project	allows	students	to	delve	deeply	into	a	historical	topic	of	personal	interest,	fostering	skills	in	research,	analysis,	and	critical	thinking.	For	more	on	the	IA,	scroll	down	to	read	our	section	dedicated	to	this	topic.	Key	Updates	for	2025:Prescribed	Subjects:	The	syllabus	now	includes	five	prescribed	subjects,
each	consisting	of	two	cross-regional	case	studies.	Students	are	required	to	study	one	prescribed	subject.World	History	Topics:	Both	SL	and	HL	students	study	two	world	history	topics	from	a	selection	of	twelve,	promoting	a	comparative	and	multi-perspective	approach	to	history.HL	Options	(Depth	Studies):	HL	students	undertake	an	additional	depth
study,	choosing	one	from	four	regional	options,	allowing	for	a	more	detailed	exploration	of	specific	historical	contexts.These	updates	aim	to	provide	a	more	comprehensive	and	globally	focused	understanding	of	history,	encouraging	students	to	engage	with	multiple	perspectives	and	develop	critical	analytical	skills.	For	detailed	information	on	the
updated	syllabus	and	assessment	criteria,	please	refer	to	the	official	IB	History	guide.	If	you're	curious	about	the	IB	Exam	Schedule	2025,	make	sure	to	check	out	our	separate	article.	In	the	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	Programme,	subjects	are	graded	on	a	scale	from	1	to	7,	with	7	being	the	highest	possible	score.	The	global	average
score	across	all	subjects	in	the	May	2024	session	was	approximately	4.7.Benchmarking	Your	IB	History	Score:Score	of	5:	Slightly	above	the	global	average,	indicating	a	competent	understanding	of	historical	concepts	and	analytical	skills.Score	of	6:	Demonstrates	a	strong	grasp	of	the	subject,	reflecting	well-developed	critical	thinking	and	the	ability	to
effectively	analyze	and	interpret	historical	sources.Score	of	7:	Represents	an	excellent	performance,	showcasing	exceptional	analytical	abilities,	comprehensive	knowledge,	and	superior	communication	of	historical	arguments.Implications	for	University	Admissions:For	students	aiming	to	pursue	history	or	related	fields	at	the	university	level,	achieving
a	score	of	6	or	7	in	IB	History	is	advantageous.	Competitive	programs	often	prefer	applicants	with	high	scores	in	relevant	subjects,	as	it	reflects	readiness	for	rigorous	academic	challenges.Key	Skills	for	High	Achievement:To	attain	a	top	score	in	IB	History,	focus	on	developing	the	following	skills:Analytical	Thinking:	Critically	assess	historical	events,
considering	multiple	perspectives	and	underlying	causes.Source	Evaluation:	Effectively	analyze	and	evaluate	primary	and	secondary	sources,	assessing	their	origin,	purpose,	value,	and	limitations.Argumentation:	Construct	coherent	and	persuasive	historical	arguments,	supported	by	relevant	evidence.Communication:	Articulate	ideas	clearly	and
concisely	in	both	written	and	oral	forms,	adhering	to	formal	academic	standards.While	achieving	a	high	score	in	IB	History	is	beneficial	for	university	admissions	and	future	career	prospects,	it	is	equally	important	to	cultivate	a	deep	understanding	of	historical	concepts	and	hone	critical	thinking	skills.	These	competencies	not	only	contribute	to
academic	success	but	also	prepare	students	for	informed	and	engaged	citizenship.IB	History	is	a	demanding	yet	rewarding	subject	that	requires	strong	analytical	skills,	structured	revision	strategies,	and	effective	exam	techniques.	Here	are	expert-backed	tips	from	top	IB	History	tutors	to	help	you	excel	and	achieve	a	7.1.	Master	the	IB	History
SyllabusFamiliarize	yourself	with	the	prescribed	subjects,	world	history	topics,	and	depth	studies.Use	the	IB	History	guide	to	understand	the	assessment	objectives	and	mark	schemes.Focus	on	themes,	historiographical	debates,	and	connections	between	historical	events	rather	than	memorizing	isolated	facts.2.	Develop	Strong	Essay-Writing
SkillsLearn	how	to	construct	clear,	well-structured	arguments	that	directly	answer	the	question.Use	the	PEEL	(Point,	Evidence,	Explanation,	Link)	or	DEAL	(Define,	Explain,	Apply,	Link)	method	to	structure	your	paragraphs	effectively.Incorporate	historical	evidence,	specific	examples,	and	historiography	(views	of	different	historians).3.	Perfect
Source	Analysis	for	Paper	1Use	OPVL	(Origin,	Purpose,	Value,	Limitation)	to	evaluate	primary	and	secondary	sources.Compare	different	perspectives	and	consider	bias,	reliability,	and	historical	context.Practice	under	timed	conditions	to	analyze	sources	quickly	and	efficiently.4.	Revise	Actively,	Not	PassivelyUse	flashcards	for	key	dates,	events,	and
historians'	viewpoints.Use	effective	revision	notes	such	as	IB	History	Q&A	Revision	Notes	to	remember	key	historical	events	using	the	active	recall	technique.	Create	mind	maps	to	visualize	connections	between	themes	and	time	periods.Teach	the	material	to	someone	else—this	forces	you	to	simplify	complex	concepts	and	fill	in	gaps	in	knowledge.5.
Practice	Past	Papers	&	Mark	Your	Own	WorkComplete	past	IB	History	exam	questions	under	timed	conditions.Use	official	IB	mark	schemes	to	self-assess	your	essays.Identify	weak	areas	and	refine	your	technique	based	on	examiner	feedback.6.	Stay	Organized	and	Plan	Your	RevisionUse	a	revision	schedule	that	breaks	down	topics	into	manageable
sections.Keep	a	summary	sheet	for	each	historical	theme	with	key	dates,	events,	and	arguments.Track	your	progress	by	setting	weekly	revision	goals.7.	Think	Like	a	Historian:	Develop	Critical	Thinking	SkillsAvoid	one-sided	arguments—acknowledge	multiple	perspectives.Ask	yourself	“Why	did	this	event	happen?”	and	“What	were	the
consequences?”Engage	with	different	historical	interpretations	(e.g.,	Marxist,	liberal,	revisionist).By	mastering	the	syllabus,	honing	essay-writing	skills,	actively	revising,	and	practicing	past	papers,	you	can	maximize	your	chances	of	securing	a	7	in	IB	History.	Consistency	is	key—start	early	and	stay	disciplined!	Need	expert	guidance?	Our	IB	History
tutors	can	help	you	refine	your	essay	technique,	analyze	sources	effectively,	and	develop	top-level	historical	arguments.The	Internal	Assessment	(IA)	is	a	pivotal	component	of	the	IB	History	curriculum,	contributing	20%	to	the	final	grade	for	both	Standard	Level	(SL)	and	Higher	Level	(HL)	students.	This	assessment	offers	students	the	opportunity	to
engage	in	independent	research	on	a	historical	topic	of	personal	interest,	fostering	the	development	of	essential	skills	such	as	research	methodology,	critical	analysis,	and	coherent	argumentation.Key	Features	of	the	2025	IA	IB	History	IAWeighting20%	of	the	final	IB	History	grade	for	both	SL	and	HLWord	CountUp	to	2,200	wordsTopic	SelectionAny
historical	topic	of	interest,	whether	or	not	covered	in	the	syllabusSources	RequiredCombination	of	primary	and	secondary	sourcesMarkingAssessed	by	the	student's	teacher	and	externally	moderated	by	the	IBSkills	DevelopedResearch,	critical	thinking,	source	evaluation,	structured	argumentationIB	History	IA	Assessment	Criteria
(2025)CriterionDescriptionMarks	AvailableIdentification	&	Evaluation	of	SourcesSelection	of	relevant	primary	and	secondary	sources,	with	analysis	of	their	origin,	purpose,	value,	and	limitations	(OPVL).6InvestigationPresentation	of	a	clear,	well-structured	historical	analysis,	supported	by	evidence.15ReflectionExplanation	of	the	challenges	historians
face,	methodology	used,	and	self-awareness	of	the	research	process.4PresentationAdherence	to	academic	conventions,	proper	citation	of	sources,	and	logical	organization.4TotalFinal	score	out	of	2525Steps	to	Succeed	in	the	IB	History	IAChoose	a	Strong	Research	Question	–	Ensure	your	question	is	focused,	specific,	and	researchable	within	the	word
limit.Gather	&	Evaluate	Sources	–	Use	OPVL	(Origin,	Purpose,	Value,	Limitation)	to	assess	source	reliability.Structure	Your	IA	Effectively	–	Organize	into	Introduction,	Investigation,	and	Reflection	for	clarity.Write	Concisely	&	Critically	–	Present	a	clear	historical	argument	with	evidence-based	analysis.Follow	Citation	Rules	–	Use	proper	referencing
(e.g.,	Chicago	style	or	MLA)	and	include	a	bibliography.Self-Reflect	–	Discuss	the	limitations	of	your	research	and	the	complexities	of	historical	interpretation.A	well-researched,	well-structured	IA	can	significantly	boost	your	overall	IB	History	grade.	By	engaging	with	primary	sources,	evaluating	historical	perspectives,	and	demonstrating	critical
analysis,	students	can	maximize	their	score	and	develop	essential	skills	for	university-level	research.	To	learn	more	and	get	example	topics,	read	our	article:	IB	History	IA:	70	Examples	and	Guidance	(2025).	For	more	expert	guidance,	seek	out	help	from	IB	History	Tutors.	Preparing	for	IB	History	exams	can	be	challenging,	but	with	the	right	resources,
you	can	feel	more	confident	and	well-prepared.	Here	are	some	top	resources	to	help	you:The	IB	History	Study	Guide	by	Oxford	University	Press	is	an	excellent	resource	for	students	who	want	to	excel	in	their	exams.	This	guide	provides	a	comprehensive	overview	of	the	IB	History	syllabus,	with	detailed	explanations	and	examples	for	each	topic.	The
guide	also	includes	practice	questions	and	tips	for	exam	preparation.BBC	History	Magazine:	This	is	a	is	a	great	resource	for	students	who	want	to	learn	more	about	historical	events	and	concepts.	The	magazine	covers	a	wide	range	of	topics	and	provides	engaging	articles,	interviews,	and	reviews.	The	magazine	also	offers	a	range	of	online	resources,
including	podcasts,	videos,	and	quizzes.Khan	Academy:	Khan	Academy	offers	a	range	of	educational	resources	for	students,	including	videos,	articles,	and	practice	questions.	Their	History	resources	cover	a	wide	range	of	topics	and	provide	clear	explanations	and	examples.Mr.	Allsop's	History:	A	website	created	by	a	UK-based	history	teacher	that
offers	a	range	of	resources	for	IB	History	students,	including	revision	guides,	podcasts,	and	videos.	The	website	covers	all	six	themes	of	the	IB	History	syllabus	and	provides	clear	explanations	and	examples.By	using	these	top	resources	for	IB	History	preparation,	you	can	feel	more	confident	and	well-prepared	for	your	exams.IB	History	is	a	valuable
subject	that	can	prepare	students	for	a	variety	of	career	paths.	Here	are	some	of	the	career	opportunities	that	IB	History	graduates	can	pursue:Education:	IB	History	provides	students	with	skills	in	critical	thinking,	research,	analysis,	and	communication,	which	are	essential	for	a	career	in	teaching.	Graduates	can	pursue	careers	as	history	IB	tutors,
teachers,	professors,	or	academic	researchers.Law:	IB	History	equips	students	with	an	understanding	of	legal	systems	and	political	structures,	making	it	an	ideal	background	for	those	interested	in	pursuing	a	career	in	law.	Graduates	can	pursue	careers	in	areas	such	as	human	rights	law,	international	law,	or	constitutional	law.Politics:	IB	History
provides	students	with	a	deep	understanding	of	political	systems,	global	events,	and	international	relations.	Graduates	can	pursue	careers	in	areas	such	as	diplomacy,	policy	development,	or	public	service.Journalism:	IB	History	graduates	can	pursue	a	career	in	journalism,	where	they	can	use	their	research	and	communication	skills	to	investigate	and
report	on	historical	events	and	current	affairs.	Graduates	can	work	as	reporters,	correspondents,	or	editors	for	print,	digital,	or	broadcast	media	outlets.Business:	IB	History	provides	students	with	a	broad	understanding	of	social,	cultural,	and	economic	trends,	making	it	a	valuable	background	for	those	interested	in	pursuing	a	career	in	business.
Graduates	can	pursue	careers	in	areas	such	as	marketing,	consulting,	or	management.IB	History	is	a	challenging	yet	rewarding	subject	that	develops	critical	thinking,	research,	and	analytical	skills,	essential	for	academic	and	professional	success.	By	studying	historical	events	and	perspectives,	students	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	global	issues
and	the	complexities	of	human	behavior.	With	the	right	strategies	and	resources,	students	can	master	IB	History,	achieve	top	grades,	and	develop	lifelong	skills	that	are	valuable	in	any	field.


