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If	it	is	printable	word	search	puzzles	you	are	looking	for	online,	no	need	to	look	any	further.	You	are	sure	to	find	something	in	our	free	collection	that	will	please	you	here.	All	of	our	word	puzzles	and	games	have	been	carefully	designed	and	we	strive	to	include	interesting	hidden	word	lists	to	maximize	your	puzzling	pleasure.	Great	for	both	kids	and
adults.	You	can	also	learn	below	how	to	make	your	own.	Printable	Time	to	sharpen	your	pencil	and	get	away	from	the	computer	screen.	Online	puzzle	solving	may	have	its	place,	but	if	you	are	looking	for	a	relaxing	time,	nothing	beats	good	old	fashioned	pencil	and	paper.	You	will	find	two	types	of	printables	here:	Web	Pages	-	Just	click	on	the	"Print
Puzzle"	button	and	you	can	print	a	clean	copy	of	the	word	search.	Then	click	on	the	"Print	Solution"	to	get	the	answer	sheet.	PDF's	-	You	will	need	to	have	Adobe	Reader	installed	on	your	computer	to	read	these.	They	will	print	right	to	letter	sized	or	A4	paper	every	time.	If	you	want	even	more	quality	and	ease	of	use,	we	have	inexpensive	PDF	puzzle
books	and	packets	ready	for	quick	download.	Answers	Included	You	might	get	stuck	on	a	word	or	two,	so	answers	are	included	for	all	of	the	word	searches.	More	Puzzles	-	If	you	don't	find	exactly	what	you	are	looking	for	here,	keep	exploring	our	other	puzzle	pages:	Word	Search	for	Kids	Word	Scrambles	Crosswords	for	Kids	Cryptograms	Animal
Word	Searches	Want	to	make	your	own	word	search	puzzles?	There	are	several	different	resources	online	for	making	your	own.	The	one	we	recommend	is	at	Armored	Penguin.	Word	Search	Books	Ready	for	a	whole	lot	of	puzzles	in	one	quick	download?	We	have	several	printable	word	search	puzzle	books	we	are	sure	you	will	enjoy.	They	are	available
for	immediate	download	and	you	can	quickly	print	out	all	of	the	puzzles	as	many	times	as	you	wish.	You	can	also	find	them	on	Amazon	in	book	form.	Enjoy	the	free	word	search	printables	below.	Word	search	puzzles	are	an	excellent	way	to	train	concentration	and	visual	perception.	These	word	search	printables	are	in	"PDF"	format,	which	makes	them
easy	to	view	and	print	on	any	browser.Feel	free	to	print	these	word	searches	for	yourself,	friends,	or	family.	You	can	also	print	them	for	use	by	your	school,	church,	company,	or	any	other	organization.Related	Free	Printable	Puzzles:	Crosswords,	Bible	Word	Searches,	Special	Needs	Word	Searches,	Mormon	Word	Searches,	Balance	Quest	Math
Puzzles,	Sudoku	PuzzlesI	made	these	all	these	word	search	puzzles.	You	have	my	permission	to	print	out,	copy,	and	distribute	them	to	anyone	(except	you	may	not	sell	them).	If	you	wish	to	publish	them	in	a	newsletter,	newspaper,	book,	or	other	document,	please	see	the	Terms	of	Use	section	below.List	of	Word	Search	Printables	-	PDF	Format	Click	a
link	below	to	open	the	word	search	puzzle	PDF	in	a	new	window.	Print	it	by	clicking	the	Printer	icon	at	the	top	of	the	puzzle	page.	This	opens	a	window	to	set	print	options	such	as	number	of	copies.Terms	of	Use	for	PublicationsAre	you	the	publisher	of	a	newsletter,	bulletin,	newspaper,	or	magazine?	Include	a	word	search	puzzle	(above),	crossword,
or	sudoku	puzzle	in	each	issue.	Your	readership	will	love	it!You	have	my	permission	to	include	one	or	more	of	the	word	searches	above	in	your	publication.	To	comply	with	these	terms,	simply	include	the	following	copyright	statement	in	your	publication	next	to	each	puzzle:	"	Memory-Improvement-Tips.com.	Reprinted	by	Permission."If	you	have	any
questions,	send	a	message	to	me	through	my	Contact	Me	page.How	to	Solve	a	Word	SearchThe	goal	of	a	word	search	puzzle	is	to	find	all	hidden	words.	The	words	can	be	forward,	backward,	vertical,	horizontal,	or	at	a	diagonal	in	the	puzzle.When	you	find	a	word	in	the	puzzle,	circle	it.	Be	sure	to	cross	each	word	off	the	list	as	you	find	it.Most	word
searches,	including	the	printable	word	searches	above,	have	a	word	list.	This	is	simply	a	list	of	the	words	that	you	need	to	find.Traditional	word	searches	are	solved	using	a	pencil	and	paper.	If	you	print	out	one	of	these	word	searches,	that's	how	you	will	solve	it.Nowadays	you	can	also	solve	word	searches	online	in	your	browser.	In	the	online	version,
you	circle	the	hidden	words	using	your	mouse	instead	of	with	a	pencil.Need	More	Word	Search	Printables?I	don't	mind	making	printable	word	searches.	If	you	need	a	word	search	puzzle	for	a	topic	you	don't	see	above,	send	me	an	email.	I	may	be	able	to	make	it	for	you	free	of	charge.Word	Search	StrategiesThere	are	a	few	strategies	for	solving	words
searches	that	I	have	found	helpful.The	most	common	strategy	is	to	go	through	every	row	of	the	word	search	starting	at	the	top	left,	looking	for	the	first	letter	of	the	word	you	are	trying	to	find.	This	can	be	tedious	depending	on	the	complexity	of	the	puzzle,	but	it	does	work.Another	word	search	tip	is	to	look	for	letters	that	tend	to	stand	out.	These
letters	include	Q,	O,	U,	X,	and	Z.	They	are	usually	easy	to	spot.I	also	like	to	look	for	doubles.	To	do	this,	identify	all	the	words	in	the	word	list	that	have	double	letters.	For	example,	the	word	"HAPPY"	has	a	double	"P".	Then	visually	scan	the	puzzle	for	the	double.	You	should	find	it,	and	the	word,	pretty	quickly.Word	searches	are	one	of	my	favorite
types	of	puzzle.	I	hope	you	have	fun	with	these	free	word	search	printables!By	the	way,	do	you	know	a	special	needs	student	who	might	enjoy	solving	word	search	puzzles,	such	as	a	child	or	adult	with	autism	or	severe	ADHD?	Then	check	out	my	collection	of	Special	Needs	Word	Search	puzzles.	Also	free,	of	course!Note:	If	you	prefer	to	solve	word
searches	online,	check	out	my	free	online	word	searches	page.Published:	04/29/2010Last	Updated:	2/10/2022These	word	search	puzzles	are	free	for	personal	use.	They	may	not	be	sold	or	reproduced	in	any	salable	form.	They	may	not	be	used	for	promotional	or	marketing	purposes.	They	may	not	be	published	elsewhere	on	the	internet.	Teachers	are
welcome	to	print	these	puzzles	in	quantity	for	classroom	distribution.All	of	the	puzzles	are	meant	to	be	solved	the	old	fashioned	way,	with	a	pen	or	pencil.	Select	a	puzzle	and	it	will	open	in	a	new	browser	window.	Then	make	a	printout.	It	will	fit	perfectly	on	a	single	sheet	of	8.5"	x	11"	paper.The	object	of	each	puzzle	is	to	find	the	listed	hidden	words.
In	most	of	the	puzzles	there	are	at	least	40	words.	The	words	may	be	hidden	in	any	direction:	horizontally,	vertically,	diagonally,	and	forwards	and	backwards.Once	you	have	found	all	the	words,	the	remaining	letters	will	spell	a	secret	message.	The	message	will	be	a	word,	a	phrase,	a	piece	of	trivia,	or	a	quotation.A	selection	of	the	puzzles	are
specifically	for	kids.	They	have	no	hidden	sentence	and	they	have	less	than	20	words	to	find.Bookmark	this	page	and	check	it	each	month.	New	puzzles	will	be	added	periodically.	Featured	For	May	Mother's	Day	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Gardening	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Flowers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Recently	Added	Wedding	(Puzzle,	Solution)	New	1950's	Songs
(Puzzle,	Solution)	60's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	70's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	80's	Radio	Hitmakers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	80's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	90's	Songs	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	90's	Songs	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	90's	Songs	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	90's	Songs	4	(Puzzle,	Solution)	A	Christmas	Carol	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Adverbs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	African
Countries	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Alice	in	Wonderland	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Animals	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Animals	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Animals	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Asian	Countries	(Puzzle,	Solution)	New	Astronomy	1(Puzzle,	Solution)	Astronomy	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Australia	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Autumn	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Baby	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Baby	Shower
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Back	to	School	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Baseball	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Basketball	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Beatles	Songs	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Beatles	Songs	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Birds	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Breakfast	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Canada	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Canada	Day	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Candy	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Capitals	of	Europe	(Puzzle,	Solution)
Car	Parts	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Cheerleading	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Cheerleading	-	All	Star	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Chess	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Chocolate	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Christmas	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Christmas	Carol	#2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Christmas	Carol	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Christmas	Gift	Ideas	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Christmas	Tree	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Classic	Toys	(Puzzle,
Solution)	Clothing	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Comedy	Movies	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Comedy	Movies	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Computer	Jargon	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Computer	Jargon	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Countries	of	Europe	(Puzzle,	Solution)	COVID-19	-	Coronavirus	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Dance	Crazes	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Delicious	Desserts	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Deserts	of	the
World	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Dinosaurs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Dogs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Easter	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Electronics	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Elvis	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fairy	Tales	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Family	Ties	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Famous	Artists	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fantasy	World	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fantasy	World	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Farm	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fears
and	Phobias	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fish	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fish	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fishing	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Flowers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fourth	Of	July	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Friendship	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fruit	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Gardening	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Geometry	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Girls'	Name	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Golden	Girls	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Golf
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Halloween	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hanukkah	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Happy	New	Year	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hawaii	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Head	&	Neck	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hip-Hop	Artists	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hockey	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Homophones	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Homophones	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Horse	Breeds	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Human	Skeleton	&
Organs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Insects	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Jewels	and	Gemstones	(Puzzle,	Solution)	John	Wayne	Movies	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Las	Vegas	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Les	Misrables	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Lights,	Camera,	Action!	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Lights,	Camera,	Action!	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Livewire	Puzzles	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Look	Up!	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Marine
Life	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Meryl	Streep	Movies	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Moods	&	Emotions	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Moods	&	Emotions	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Moods	&	Emotions	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	More	1950's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	More	70's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	More	80's	Songs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Mother's	Day	(Puzzle,
Solution)	Movie	Actors	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movie	Actors	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movie	Actors	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movie	Actresses	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movie	Actresses	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movies:	Musicals	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movies:	Science	Fiction	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Movies:	Science	Fiction	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Musical	Instruments	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)
Musical	Instruments	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	New	York	City	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	New	York	City	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Newspaper	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Nursing	Home	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Nursing	Home	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Nursing	Home	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	TV	Shows	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	TV	Shows	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	TV	Shows	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)
Old	TV	Shows	4	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	West	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	West	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Old	West	3	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Oliver	Twist	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Parkinson's	Disease	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Pet	Dog	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Phonetic	Alphabet	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Photography	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Physics	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Physics	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Pizza
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Public	Library	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Radiohead	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Real	Estate	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Real	Estate	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Refrigerator	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Restaurant	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Roller	Coasters	(Puzzle,	Solution)	SCUBA	Diving	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Sewing	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Shakespeare:	Hamlet	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Shakespeare:
Macbeth	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Soccer	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Songs	From	2000	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Songs	From	2001	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Songs	From	2002	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Songs	From	2003	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Spiders	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Spiders	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Sports	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Spring	(Puzzle,	Solution)	St.	Patrick's	Day	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Summer
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Summer	Olympics	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Surgery	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Thankful	For...	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Thanksgiving	Day	(Puzzle,	Solution)	The	Beach	(Puzzle,	Solution)	The	Raven	(Puzzle,	Solution)	The	Twelve	Days	of	Christmas	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Through	the	Looking	Glass	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Tools	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Transportation	(Puzzle,
Solution)	Treasure	Island	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Trees	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Types	of	Music	1	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Types	of	Music	2	(Puzzle,	Solution)	USA	Presidents	(Puzzle,	Solution)	USA	State	Capitals	(Puzzle,	Solution)	USA	States	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Volleyball	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Valentine's	Day	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Washing	a	Car	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Weather
(Puzzle,	Solution)	What's	the	Point?	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Winter	(Puzzle,	Solution)	World	Currencies	(Puzzle,	Solution)	For	Your	Kids	Aesop's	Fables	(Puzzle,	Solution)	4	Digit	Numbers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	5	Digit	Numbers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	6	Digit	Numbers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Baby	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Bees	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Birds	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Boats
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Boxes	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Carnivores	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Cat	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Chocolate	Bars	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Clothing	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Colors	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Cookies	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Days	&	Months	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Directions	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Dogs	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fairy	Tales	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Farm	(Puzzle,	Solution)
Flowers	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Food	Groups	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Fourth	of	July	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Friendship	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hair	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Hands	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Herbivores	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Ice	Cream	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Ice	Hockey	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Insects	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Omnivores	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Pet	Store	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Pies
(Puzzle,	Solution)	Sea	Creatures	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Solar	System	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Teeth	(Puzzle,	Solution)	The	Circus	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Tool	Box	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Transportation	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Trees	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Vegetables	(Puzzle,	Solution)	Thousands	ready	to	play	online	We	have	the	best	collection	of	word	search	puzzles	online,	with	new
ones	being	added	regularly.	They	are	fun	to	play,	but	also	educational,	in	fact,	many	teachers	make	use	of	them.	Puzzles	are	100%	free	to	play	and	work	on	desktop	pc,	mac,	mobile	and	tablet.	Or	you	can	go	old	school	and	print	them	to	enjoy	offline	later.	Plus,	if	you're	feeling	a	little	more	adventurous,	why	not	create	your	very	own	with	our	simple	to
use	Word	Search	Maker,	and	then	share	them	with	your	friends.	To	get	started	playing,	just	select	a	game	from	below.	Best	of	luck.	Page	2	Download	/	Print	Puzzle	Report	a	bug	Description	If	it	is	printable	word	search	puzzles	you	are	looking	for	online,	no	need	to	look	any	further.	You	are	sure	to	find	something	in	our	free	collection	that	will	please
you	here.	All	of	our	word	puzzles	and	games	have	been	carefully	designed	and	we	strive	to	include	interesting	hidden	word	lists	to	maximize	your	puzzling	pleasure.	Great	for	both	kids	and	adults.	You	can	also	learn	below	how	to	make	your	own.	Printable	Time	to	sharpen	your	pencil	and	get	away	from	the	computer	screen.	Online	puzzle	solving	may
have	its	place,	but	if	you	are	looking	for	a	relaxing	time,	nothing	beats	good	old	fashioned	pencil	and	paper.	You	will	find	two	types	of	printables	here:	Web	Pages	-	Just	click	on	the	"Print	Puzzle"	button	and	you	can	print	a	clean	copy	of	the	word	search.	Then	click	on	the	"Print	Solution"	to	get	the	answer	sheet.	PDF's	-	You	will	need	to	have	Adobe
Reader	installed	on	your	computer	to	read	these.	They	will	print	right	to	letter	sized	or	A4	paper	every	time.	If	you	want	even	more	quality	and	ease	of	use,	we	have	inexpensive	PDF	puzzle	books	and	packets	ready	for	quick	download.	Answers	Included	You	might	get	stuck	on	a	word	or	two,	so	answers	are	included	for	all	of	the	word	searches.	More
Puzzles	-	If	you	don't	find	exactly	what	you	are	looking	for	here,	keep	exploring	our	other	puzzle	pages:	Word	Search	for	Kids	Word	Scrambles	Crosswords	for	Kids	Cryptograms	Animal	Word	Searches	Want	to	make	your	own	word	search	puzzles?	There	are	several	different	resources	online	for	making	your	own.	The	one	we	recommend	is	at	Armored
Penguin.	Word	Search	Books	Ready	for	a	whole	lot	of	puzzles	in	one	quick	download?	We	have	several	printable	word	search	puzzle	books	we	are	sure	you	will	enjoy.	They	are	available	for	immediate	download	and	you	can	quickly	print	out	all	of	the	puzzles	as	many	times	as	you	wish.	You	can	also	find	them	on	Amazon	in	book	form.	Make	your	own
word	search	puzzles	with	the	Word	Search	Maker!	This	easy-to-use	tool	allows	you	to	provide	your	own	word	list	and	create	custom	word	searches	in	minutes.	You	can	then	download	and	print	them	instantly,	or	play	online	the	pre-made	puzzles	right	away.	So	get	creative	and	have	some	fun!	Direction:	All	Directions	(,	,	,	,	,	,	,	)	Left,	Right,	Up,	Down	(,
,	,	)	Left,	Right,	Down,	Diagonal	(,	,	,	)	Left,	Right	(,	)	Up,	Down	(,	)	Image:	To	add	clipart,	select	layout	:	'With	Clipart	/	Image'.	Columns:	This	will	work	only	with	'Default'	layout	option.	Foreign	Language:	For	non-english	characters	support,	use	Font	Style	as	'Free	Sans'	Its	easy!	Just	provide	your	word	list	and	the	Word	Search	Maker	will	create	a
puzzle	for	you.Enter	your	words	into	the	text	box	provided.	Make	sure	to	add	no	more	than	30	words.Select	the	theme	or	topics	of	your	word	search.Words	should	only	include	letters	from	a-z	uppercase	or	lowercase.	You	can	use	space	and	dash	but	these	will	be	omitted	while	searching	for	your	word	search.Make	sure	not	to	use	any	personal
information	if	you	want	your	puzzles	added	to	our	database.When	you	are	ready,	click	on	Regenerate	and	the	word	search	will	be	generated	for	you.If	you	want	to	download	and	print	your	word	search	puzzle,	just	click	on	Download	PDF.	The	word	search	will	be	downloaded	as	a	PDF	file	which	you	can	then	print.NOTE:	These	are	randomly	generated
words	so	be	sure	to	proofread	carefully	before	using.	You	can	also	regenerate	the	puzzle	with	new	array	of	words.	Choose	from	231	original	Word	Search	puzzles	to	print	and	download	for	free.	Puzzles	are	available	in	PDF	or	image	formats	together	with	the	answer	key.	If	you'd	like	to	customize	words	or	create	your	own	puzzle	it's	possible	to	do	with
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reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:"Word	search"news	newspapers	books	scholar	JSTOR	(February	2021)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)A	word	searchA	word	search,	word	find,	word	seek,	word	sleuth	or	mystery	word	puzzle	is	a	word	game	that	consists	of	the	letters	of	words	placed	in
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all	the	hidden	words	are	related,	such	as	food,	animals,	or	colors.	Like	crosswords,	these	puzzles	have	become	very	popular	and	have	had	complete	books	and	mobile	applications	devoted	to	them.A	common	strategy	for	finding	all	the	words	is	to	go	through	the	puzzle	left	to	right	(or	right	to	left)	and	look	for	the	first	letter	of	each	word	(if	a	word	list	is
provided).	After	finding	the	letter,	one	should	look	at	the	eight	surrounding	letters	to	see	whether	the	next	letter	of	the	word	is	there.	One	can	then	continue	this	method	until	the	entire	word	is	found.Another	strategy	is	to	look	for	'outstanding'	letters	within	the	word	one	is	searching	for	(if	a	word	list	is	provided).	Since	most	word	searches	use	capital
letters,	it	is	easiest	to	spot	the	letters	that	stand	out	from	others.	These	letters	include	Q,	J,	X,	and	Z.Lastly,	the	strategy	of	looking	for	double	letters	in	the	word	being	searched	for	(if	a	word	list	is	provided)	proves	helpful,	because	it	is	easier	to	spot	two	identical	letters	side-by-side	than	to	search	for	two	different	letters.If	a	word	list	is	not	provided,	a
way	to	find	words	is	to	go	row	by	row.	First,	all	the	horizontal	rows	should	be	read	both	backwards	and	forwards,	then	the	vertical,	and	so	on.	Sometimes	the	puzzle	itself	will	help.	The	puzzles	generated	by	a	computer	tend	to	put	words	in	patterns.	Furthermore,	the	bigger	the	words	and	the	more	words,	the	easier	they	are	to	spot.	In	some	computer-
generated	puzzles,	if	the	person	solving	the	puzzle	sees	one	word,	all	they	have	to	do	to	find	more	is	to	look	in	adjacent	rows,	columns,	or	diagonals.	The	puzzle	might	use	every	row,	column,	or	diagonalor	just	every	other	row,	column,	or	diagonal.The	word	search	puzzle	(also	known	as	WordSeek,	WordFind,	WonderWord,	etc.)	was	originally	designed
and	published	by	Norman	E.	Gibat	in	the	Selenby	Digest	on	March	1,	1968,	in	Norman,	Oklahoma,	although	the	Spanish	puzzle	creator	Pedro	Ocn	de	Oro	was	publishing	"Sopas	de	letras"	(Spanish	"Soup	of	Letters")	before	that	date.[citation	needed]There	is	a	very	likely	possibility	James	Patrick	Carr	of	Villa	Grove,	Illinois	created	this	puzzle	before
1968.	Pat	Carr	had	titled	the	puzzles	"Slate	R	Straight"	and	was	stolen	by	a	copyright/patent	company	he	sent	the	puzzle	idea	to.	There	is	proof	predating	Gibats	1968	of	PC's	puzzles	in	Villa	Grove	High	School	sporting	event	brochures.Selenby	was	a	small	want-ad	digest	distributed	free	at	Safeway	and	other	stores	in	the	town.	The	original	page	size
is	8.5	by	5.5	inches.The	puzzle	was	very	popular	locally	and	several	more	followed	this	original.	Some	teachers	in	the	Norman	schools	asked	for	reprints	to	use	in	their	classes.	One	teacher	sent	them	around	the	country	to	various	friends	in	other	schools.	Undoubtedly	one	of	these	scattered	copies	eventually	led	somebody	to	sell	the	idea	to	a
syndicator.Word	search	puzzles	have	been	popular	on	the	internet	with	Facebook	games	such	as	the	2013	Letters	of	Gold.	Other	digital	and	tabletop	word	search	games	include	Boggle,	Bookworm,	Letterpress,	Ruzzle,	Wonderword,	Wordament,	WordSpot	and	Word	Streak	with	Friends.The	mid-70s	CBS	game	show	"Now	You	See	It"	was	a	made-for-
TV	adaptation	of	a	word	search	puzzle.Sometimes	secret	messages	are	hidden	in	the	word	search.[1]	In	one	variation,	the	secret	message	is	created	by	all	the	words	that	are	written	backwards	in	the	puzzle.	In	another	variation,	the	secret	message	is	created	by	the	letters	that	are	not	used	in	any	word	within	the	puzzle.	This	variation	is	more	common
in	more	difficult	puzzles	where	most	letters	are	used.	Kappa	Publishing	is	well	known	for	this.	Their	Magazines	are	called	"The	Magazine	with	the	Last	Message"	or	other	saying	that	is	related.Another	type	of	word	search	puzzle	contains	a	trivia	question	at	the	bottom.	Like	a	traditional	word	search	puzzle,	words	from	a	word	list	must	be	circled	or
crossed	through	in	the	puzzle.	There	is	also	one	or	more	extra	word	or	phrase	hidden	in	the	puzzle	that	is	not	in	the	word	list.	This	word	or	phrase	usually	answers	the	trivia	question	at	the	bottom	of	the	page.Snaking	puzzleSome	word	search	puzzles	are	snaking	puzzles,	in	which	the	word	is	not	a	straight	vertical,	horizontal,	or	diagonal	line,	but
"bends"	at	90	degrees	at	any	given	letter.	These	are	much	more	difficult	than	conventional	puzzles.	The	difficulty	level	is	further	heightened	when	the	next	letter	can	be	at	45	degrees,	and	using	the	same	letter	more	than	once	is	permitted,	too.	Snaking	puzzles	either	hide	words	in	a	random	fashion,	or	are	designed	to	trace	out	a	path	in	a	definite
shape,	like	a	square,	rectangle,	horseshoe,	or	donut.Word	search	puzzles	are	often	used	in	a	teaching	or	classroom	environment,	especially	in	language	and	foreign	language	classrooms.	Some	teachers,	particularly	those	specializing	in	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL),	use	word	search	puzzles	as	an	instructional	tool.	Other	teachers	use	them	as	a
recreational	activity	for	students,	instead.	They	also	use	them	as	April	Fools'	Day	pranks	where	the	word	searches	involve	no	words.On	a	more	advanced	level,	word	searches	are	good	ways	to	demonstrate	the	use	of	searching	algorithms.WordamentWord	PuzzleWord	polygonCrosswordSudoku^	Radadiya,	D.	"Word	Search".	Word	Search.	Net.
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