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paraphrased	text	hereA	mystical	odyssey	guiding	parents	through	despair	to	find	solace	in	enchantment	is	a	poem	that	stands	apart	from	typical	18th-century	poetry	with	its	visionary	themes	and	symbolic	richness.	Its	mystical	and	poetic	language	challenges	conventions,	showcasing	a	blend	of	romantic	imagination	and	spiritual	exploration	that
anticipates	the	artistic	and	philosophical	shifts	of	the	19th	century.In	contrast,	"The	Song	of	the	Shirt"	by	Thomas	Hood	unveils	the	plight	of	a	laboring	woman,	stitching	survival	in	relentless	hardship,	a	poignant	representation	of	19th-century	poetry.	Comparable	to	works	by	Romantic	poets,	it	poignantly	addresses	societal	injustices	and	the	human
toll	of	industrialization,	its	emotive	power	and	social	critique	making	it	a	significant	contribution	to	the	rich	tapestry	of	19th-century	poetic	expressions.Wordsworth's	"The	Tables	Turned"	asks	readers	to	quit	books	and	rediscover	the	natural	worlds	beauty	and	wisdom.	While	this	poem	is	well	written,	with	great	uses	of	metaphor,	personification,
parallelism,	etc.,	its	simplicity	in	structure	and	ironic	theme	do	not	make	it	unique	or	representative	enough	of	the	century.A	poem	by	Lady	Mary	Chudleigh,	"To	the	Ladies,"	discusses	how	marriage	rids	a	woman	of	her	person	and	attaches	her	importance	to	the	one	she	is	married	to.	This	poem	is	still	relevant	today,	addressing	issues	of	subjugation
in	marriage	that	persist.Friedrich	Schiller's	"Evening"	contains	a	speakers	plea	to	Apollo	that	he	allow	the	sun	to	set	and	rest,	and	love	to	descend.	The	18th-century	poetry	reflects	intellectual	and	cultural	shifts	of	the	era,	blending	classical	influences	with	individual	expression,	rationality,	and	exploration	of	human	emotions.Billy	Collins'	poem
"Introduction	to	Poetry"	invites	readers	to	interact	with	poetry,	exploring	how	it	can	be	more	than	just	words	on	a	page.	His	approachable	style	has	made	him	one	of	America's	most	popular	poets,	using	wit	to	speak	on	deeper	topics	while	making	everyday	moments	extraordinary.Billy	Collins	is	a	renowned	American	poet	who	has	been	making	waves
in	the	literary	world	since	his	early	days.	Born	in	Manhattan,	New	York,	in	March	1941,	Collins	was	raised	by	his	parents,	William	and	Katherine,	who	instilled	in	him	a	love	for	literature	and	the	Beat	Generation	poets.	He	began	writing	poetry	at	just	twelve	years	old	and	went	on	to	attend	prestigious	institutions	like	Archbishop	Stepinac	High	School
and	the	University	of	California,	Riverside.Collins'	early	career	saw	him	working	as	a	professor	of	English	at	Lehman	College	in	the	Bronx,	where	he	also	founded	The	Mid-Atlantic	Review.	His	work	gained	recognition	in	the	1970s	with	the	publication	of	his	first	volume	of	poetry,	'Pokerface,'	followed	by	'Video	Poems'	and	'The	Apple	That	Astonished
Paris.'	However,	it	wasn't	until	the	1990s	that	Collins'	talent	truly	shone	through,	earning	him	several	prizes,	including	five	from	Poetry	magazine.One	of	Collins'	most	notable	strengths	is	his	ability	to	craft	poems	that	are	both	humorous	and	profound.	His	style	is	characterized	by	simplicity,	free	verse,	and	a	focus	on	everyday	life.	He	has	written
extensively	about	the	human	condition,	often	using	humor	to	tackle	complex	topics	like	death	and	the	afterlife.	Collins'	works	have	been	widely	praised	for	their	beauty	and	accessibility.As	U.S.	Poet	Laureate	from	2001-2003	and	poet	laureate	for	the	State	of	New	York,	Collins	has	used	his	platform	to	share	his	love	of	poetry	with	a	wider	audience.	He
has	taught	at	various	institutions	across	the	United	States	and	Ireland,	including	a	stint	as	an	English	professor	at	Lehman	College.	His	writing	has	also	led	him	to	form	notable	friendships	with	artists	like	Paul	Simon	and	Garrison	Keillor.Throughout	his	career,	Collins	has	been	recognized	for	his	contributions	to	literature,	including	his	election	into
The	American	Academy	of	Arts	and	Letters	in	2016.	With	his	unique	style	and	ability	to	find	humor	in	the	mundane,	Billy	Collins	continues	to	be	a	beloved	poet	among	readers	and	scholars	alike.Looking	forward	to	seein	everyone	at	th	meeting	tomorow	and	discussin	our	strategies,	I	wanted	to	share	with	you	how	Billy	Collins	helped	me	enjoy	poetry
through	his	approach	of	focusing	onnot	what	a	poem	means,	but	how	it	means.	He	uses	a	simple	metaphor	I	call	The	Allegory	of	the	Museum.	Collins	treats	a	poem	as	a	museum	housing	a	history	of	the	human	heart.	Its	a	museum	filled	with	artefacts	and	open	diaries	from	the	poets	life	for	readers	to	peruse.Let's	start	with	the	first	thing	we	notice
about	a	poem:	its	shape.	A	poem	occupies	a	discrete	place	on	the	page,	just	like	a	building	does	in	a	city	block.	Just	as	the	shape,	size,	and	style	of	a	building	influences	your	expectation	of	whats	inside	it,	so	too	does	the	look	of	a	poem	on	the	page	affect	a	readers	expectations	for	the	poem.The	poem's	title	is	the	sign	on	the	front	of	the	museum;	it
entices	readers	to	explore	the	exhibits	inside.	A	long,	explanatory	title	risks	deflating	any	anticipation.	Instead,	the	most	effective	titles	are	simple:	Monday,	or	Snow	on	Pine	Trees.	They	open	access	to	the	first	lines.	The	title	introduces	an	expectation	in	the	reader	about	what	theyll	find	inside.A	poem's	first	lines	are	the	mat	on	the	poems	threshold,
welcoming	readers	in.	These	lines	should	be	something	readers	can	accept	to	help	get	them	into	the	poem.	A	little	image,	scene,	or	idea	anyone	could	get.	Collins	often	starts	with	a	description	of	something	tangible	where	he	is	at	the	time	of	writing.Each	stanza	is	a	room	with	exhibits	to	be	explored.	Poets	take	readers	on	a	tour	of	their	poem/museum
room	by	room,	exhibit	by	exhibit.	And	each	room	reveals	something	more	about	its	subject.	Imagine	each	stanza	as	a	room	full	of	art	and	artefacts.	It	has	its	own	role,	but	it	still	contributes	to	the	effect	of	a	greater	whole	museum.When	we	explore	a	museum,	we	move	from	one	exhibit	to	the	next	based	on	what	catches	our	fancy.	The	same	is	true	of	a
poems	composition.	A	poet	chases	their	associationsfollowing	them	wherever	they	may	lead,	tugging	readers	along.	A	poem	is	like	one	tour	path	through	an	infinite	museum	of	the	poets	thoughts,	feelings,	and	associations	with	the	poet	playing	the	guide.The	poem's	turns	from	stanza	to	stanza	get	increasingly	imaginative	until	the	final	turn.	Here,	the
poet	turns	back	to	reality	or	reflects	on	everything	so	far.	They	combine	the	Starting	subject	with	the	Discovered	subject.	A	great	poem	waits	till	the	end	to	reveal	its	crown	jewel,	its	flagship	exhibit.poetry	is	an	experience	that	must	be	felt	rather	than	intellectually	dissected;	it's	not	about	finding	answers	but	rather	immersing	oneself	in	its	beauty	and
uncertainty.	In	his	poem	'Introduction	to	Poetry,'	Billy	Collins	shares	his	thoughts	on	how	to	approach	poetry,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	a	sensory	experience	over	rigid	analysis.	Before	diving	into	the	poem,	one	should	keep	in	mind	that	this	piece	serves	as	a	reflection	on	how	education	often	views	poetry	-	an	ideal,	immersive	way	versus	the
more	analytical	approach	commonly	used	by	students.	By	adopting	this	perspective,	readers	can	truly	enhance	their	experience.	In	'Introduction	to	Poetry,'	Billy	Collins	presents	his	persona	as	a	professor	of	English	literature,	albeit	himself,	guiding	his	student	through	the	world	of	poetry.	He	stresses	that	one	should	take	a	poem	at	face	value	-	there's
nothing	to	look	elsewhere.	A	poem	is	a	standalone	entity	with	its	own	sound,	visuals,	colors,	and	complexity;	it	demands	engagement	through	all	our	senses,	offering	both	enjoyment	and	intellectual	stimulation.	The	poet	invites	readers	to	"waterski"	across	the	surface	of	the	poem,	capturing	its	essence.	However,	he	laments	over	how	often	readers
force	meaning	into	poetry	without	understanding	its	true	purpose.	This	resonates	deeply	with	life's	tendency	to	overanalyze	moments	instead	of	fully	experiencing	them.	Collins'	use	of	free	verse	and	conversational	tone	makes	his	poem	feel	natural	and	alive.	His	comparisons	turn	poetry	into	an	immersive	experience	that	should	be	felt	rather	than	just
understood.	With	its	7	stanzas,	no	specific	rhyme	scheme,	and	occasional	slant	rhymes,	'Introduction	to	Poetry'	is	a	masterpiece	of	modern	literature.	Collins	employs	imagery	to	make	the	poem	engaging	-	visualizing	color	slides,	hives,	mice,	dark	rooms,	and	water	skiing	all	introduce	unique	aspects	of	poetry	that	invite	readers	to	explore	its	depths.
The	poem	is	rich	in	metaphors	that	weave	together	exceptional	ideas	into	a	cohesive	work.	The	"color	slide"	metaphor,	for	instance,	introduces	the	concept	of	visual	imagery.	By	using	"hives,"	Collins	metaphorically	represents	auditory	imagery	within	poetry.	The	comparison	between	complexity	and	a	mouse	or	rhythm	and	flow	as	rooms	with	light
switches	adds	depth	to	the	poem's	themes.	When	Collins	invites	readers	to	"water	ski"	across	the	surface	of	a	poem,	it	metaphorically	signifies	that	poetry	is	fluid	-	one	must	float	above	it	to	truly	enjoy	its	beauty.	In	this	way,	'Introduction	to	Poetry'	by	Billy	Collins	not	only	introduces	the	concept	of	appreciation	in	poetry	but	also	critiques	modern
sensibility	and	the	tendency	to	overcomplicate	life's	experiences.The	poem	"Introduction	to	Poetry"	by	Billy	Collins	employs	various	literary	devices,	such	as	enjambment,	simile,	metonymy,	paradox,	alliteration,	personification,	and	irony,	to	convey	its	central	idea.	The	speaker,	likely	Collins	himself,	addresses	the	audience	about	his	teaching	process,
encouraging	them	to	appreciate	poetry	at	first	sight.The	poem	begins	by	comparing	a	poem	to	a	"color	slide,"	suggesting	that	readers	should	immerse	themselves	in	the	work	of	art	to	allow	it	to	imprint	itself	on	their	minds.	This	metaphor	is	followed	by	an	image	of	bees	living	in	a	hive,	where	each	word	is	like	an	individual	worker	bee,	emphasizing
the	importance	of	taking	in	the	poem	as	a	whole	rather	than	dissecting	its	components.The	poet	then	introduces	the	concept	of	dropping	a	mouse	into	a	poem,	which	can	be	seen	as	a	paradox	-	on	one	hand,	Collins	wants	readers	to	appreciate	poetry	without	guidance,	but	on	the	other	hand,	he	seems	to	enjoy	watching	them	struggle	to	find	their	way
through	complex	poems.	This	idea	is	reinforced	by	comparing	a	poem	to	a	maze,	where	readers	must	navigate	through	twists	and	turns	to	reach	the	center.The	speaker	also	uses	metaphors	to	describe	how	people	should	approach	poetry	-	they	should	be	lost	in	a	dark	room,	grope	blindly	for	a	light	switch,	or	waterski	across	the	surface	of	a	poem.
However,	Collins	ultimately	wants	readers	to	enjoy	poetry	without	getting	bogged	down	by	analysis	or	seeking	answers;	he	encourages	them	to	appreciate	the	work's	thematic	energy	and	poetic	diction.The	final	stanza	takes	a	darker	tone,	revealing	that	Collins'	students	are	more	interested	in	interrogating	poems	than	understanding	their	meaning.
The	image	of	being	tortured	into	extracting	secrets	from	a	piece	of	art	is	meant	to	convey	his	disapproval	of	this	approach.How	To	Write	A	Poem	is	a	masterful	guide	that	empasizes	the	importance	of	introspection	in	finding	one's	unique	voice.	Through	Billy	Collins'	insightful	lecture,	it	becomes	clear	that	writing	poetry	is	not	just	about	tapping	into
your	emotions	but	also	about	understanding	your	true	self.	The	book,	How	to	Write	A	Poem	by	Tania	Runyan,	offers	a	comprehensive	approach	to	poetry	writing,	focusing	on	free	verse	and	incorporating	strategies	to	assemble	personal	imaginative	raw	materials.	The	author's	use	of	vivid	imagery,	such	as	the	buzz,	switch,	and	wave,	serves	as	a
catalyst	for	writers	to	explore	new	ways	of	crafting	poems.Readers	have	praised	the	book	for	its	generous	instruction,	compelling	example	poems,	and	rich	exercises	that	avoid	gimmicks.	Teachers	appreciate	the	book's	ability	to	provide	accessible	tools	for	their	students,	making	it	an	excellent	classroom	resource.	The	author's	compassionate	and
beautiful	writing	style	invites	readers	into	the	world	of	poetry,	making	it	a	joy	to	engage	with	the	material.This	book	is	perfect	for	both	novice	and	experienced	writers,	offering	a	gentle	and	experiential	approach	that	helps	discover	one's	own	voice.	With	its	abundance	of	wisdom,	accessible	tone,	and	diverse	anthology	of	poems,	How	To	Write	A	Poem
is	an	invaluable	resource	for	anyone	looking	to	improve	their	poetry	skills.How	to	Read	a	Poem:	A	Playful	Invitation	to	Discover	Poetrys	Magic	By	Tania	Runyan,	Amazon	Reviewer	Meet	the	Rest	of	the	How	To	Trio	How	to	Read	a	Poem:	A	Guide	will	open	your	senses	to	the	combined	craft	and	magic	known	as	poems.	For	the	well	versed,	if	you	will,	this
book	might	make	you	fall	in	love	again.	How	to	Read	a	Poem	uses	images	like	the	mouse,	the	hive,	the	switch	(from	the	Billy	Collins	poem	Introduction	to	Poetry)to	guide	readers	into	new	ways	of	understanding	poems.	Excellent	teaching	tool.	Anthology	included.	How	to	Read	a	Poem:	What	Readers	are	Saying	I	require	all	my	incoming	poetry
students,	in	the	MFA	I	direct,	to	buy	and	read	this	book.	Jeanetta	Calhoun	Mish	While	this	book	says	its	an	invitation,	its	really	much	more.	Its	a	conversationbetween	you	(lucky	reader),	Tania	Runyan	(funny,	helpful	friend)	and	these	poems	(brilliantly	brought	to	the	table	by	Runyan).	No	reader,	experienced	or	new	to	reading	poems,	will	want	to	miss
this	winsome	and	surprising	way	into	the	rich,	wonderful	conversations	that	poetry	makes	possible.	David	Wright,	Assistant	Professor	of	English	at	Monmouth	College,	IL	Runyan	expertly	brings	you	into	her	world	of	approaching	and	interpreting	poetry,	which	is	both	mysterious	and	ordered.	I	would	recommend	this	book	to	anyone	hoping	to	gain
insight	into	poetry.	Prepare	to	have	your	heart	captured!	Thomas	Purnell,	Licensed	Professional	Counselor	Having	taught	poetry	in	high	schools	for	over	twenty-five	years,	Ive	grown	tired	of	Intro-to-Poetry	texts	that	feel	they	must	overwhelm	the	student	with	the	authors	erudition	or	the	arts	storied	history	of	technique.	If	there	is	truly	a	need	for	the
news	only	poetry	can	deliver,	then	those	tomes	make	dismal	advertisements.	Tania	Runyan	has	broken	with	this	flat	tradition	and,	in	affectionate	conversation	with	the	wit	of	Billy	Collins,	produced	a	model	for	engaging	in	discovery	of	poetrys	valueno	prior	book-learning	or	companion	text	required.	Which	is	not	to	say	her	ambition	is	slight;	she	would
thrill	to	see	novices	become	lifelong	readers,	even	passionate	scholars	of	the	art	and	poets	themselves,	but	she	gets	it.	Her	book	reads	like	a	playful	love	lettera	creative	intercession	on	poetrys	behalfto	the	hearts	of	a	new	generation,	those	on	whom	so	much,	like	the	future	of	the	art,	depends.	Brad	Davis,	Poet,	teacher,	and	counselor	at	Pomfret
School	I	teach	Introduction	to	Literature,	among	other	courses,	and	this	will	be	main	textbook	for	the	poetry	unit	from	now	on.	Tom	Hunley	How	to	Write	a	Form	Poem:	A	Guided	Tour	of	10	Fabulous	Forms	How	to	Write	a	Form	Poem	is	an	instructive	book	for	form-poetry	beginners.	Its	an	inspiring,	useful	reference	(and	a	fun	read)	for	experienced
poets	of	all	levels.	Its	also	a	helpful	tool	for	teachers	who	want	an	accessible,	informative,	inspiring	text	for	studentswith	plenty	of	tips	for	how	to	actually	approach	writing	the	forms,	lots	of	sample	poems	to	illustrate	the	forms	+	intriguing	poetry	prompts!	With	How	to	Write	a	Form	Poem	by	your	side,	youll	be	instructed	and	inspired	with	10	fabulous
formssonnets,	sestinas,	haiku,	villanelles,	pantoums,	ghazals,	rondeaux,	odes,	acrostics	(the	real	kind),	found	poems	+	surprising	variations	on	classic	forms	(triolet,	anyone?),	to	challenge	you	when	youre	ready	to	go	the	extra	mile.	Youll	also	be	entertained	by	Runyans	own	travel	stories	that	she	uses	to	explain	and	explore	the	various	formsthe	effect
of	which	is	to	bring	form	poetry	down	to	earth	(and	onto	your	own	poetry	writing	map).	Carnival,	lighthouse,	monument,	state	parkshe	uses	them	all	to	help	explain	the	exciting	world	of	how	to	write	poems	in	form.	Her	travels	also	result	in	a	collection	of	satisfying	form	poems,	some	of	which	youll	find	featured	in	the	book	as	samples.	Other	sample
poems	include	works	from	both	popular	and	emerging	poets	from	many	walks	of	life	and	geographies.	In	your	anthology	travels	here,	youll	meet	(or	get	reacquainted	with)	Conor	OCallaghan,	Richard	Pierce,	Ashley	M.	Jones,	William	Shakespeare,	John	Keats,	Claude	McKay,	Tom	Hunley,	Elizabeth	Bishop,	Celia	Lisset	Alvarez,	Elise	Paschen,	Frank
OHara,	Victoria	Chang,	Joshua	Gage,	Katie	Manning,	Seth	Haines,	Natasha	Trethewey,	David	K.	Wheeler,	Chip	Livingston,	John	McCrae,	Rick	Maxson,	Robert	Bridges,	Albert	Giraud,	Charles	Henry	Luders,	Janet	Aalfs,	Rebecca	Lauren,	Marci	Rae	Johnson,	Angela	Alaimo	ODonnell,	Matsuo	Basho,	Matsuo	Allard,	Amy	Lowell,	Charles	B.	Dickson,
Christopher	Patchel,	Michelle	Ortega,	Ezra	Pound,	Sandra	Heska	King,	Todd	C.	Truffin,	Erin	Keane,	John	Poch,	L.L.	Barkat,	Susan	Rothbard,	Gabriel	Spera,	David	Wright,	Isaac	Willis,	Jeanne	Murray	Walker,	Benjamin	Myers,	Murray	Silverstein,	Monica	Sharman,	Barbara	Crooker,	deb	y	felio,	Faisal	Mohyuddin,	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	Aaron	Brown,	Zeina
Hashem	Beck,	Dheepa	Maturi,	John	Drury,	Marjorie	Maddox,	Jill	Baumgaertner,	Maureen	E.	Doallas,	Juditha	Dowd,	Thomas	Gray,	Ron	Wallace,	Lucille	Clifton,	Alexander	Pope,	Clint	Smith,	Paul	Laurence	Dunbar,	Barbara	Howes,	Sara	Barkat,	Megan	Willome,	Allison	Joseph,	Claire	Batemen,	Glynn	Young,	John	Stevenson,	Jim	Kacian,	Carolyn	Hall,
Roberta	Beary,	Lorin	Ford,	Clement	Hoyt,	and	Wallace	Stevens.	Whew!	Whether	youre	at	home	or	on-the-go,	How	to	Write	a	Form	Poem	is	a	helpful	and	inspiring	guide	to	writing	poetry.	We	cant	wait	to	see	where	you	take	itand	where	it	takes	you!	Nine	Horses	(2003)	by	Billy	Collins.	Delicious.	His	balance	of	lightness	and	depth	pulls	us	into	his
poems	which	are	not,	despite	their	candy-like	payoffs,	superficial.	"Writing	a	Billy	Collins	poem":	A	Poetry	Exercise	Role	models.	Exercise	Overview.	Exercise	Details.	Exercise	Recipe.	Books.	Role	models.	Buy	and	read	and	re-read	Nine	Horses	(2003)	or	any	other	collection	by	Billy	Collins.	His	poems	are	your	role	models.	Also	BUY	The	Best	American
Poetry:	2006,	edited	by	Billy	Collins.	Study	his	criteria	for	selecting	poetry	for	The	Best	American	Poetry:	2006.	Overview.	You	are	going	to	write	a	poem	with	many	of	the	features	of	a	Billy	Collins	poem.	Begin	by	reading	all	the	poems	in	at	least	one	of	his	books.	As	you	read	jot	down	three	or	four	characteristics	that	you	admire	and	that	appear	in
several	of	the	poems.	Below	we	give	you	aHere's	how	you	can	craft	a	poem	following	Billy	Collins'	style	-	plan	to	use	every	one	of	these	features	in	your	first	draft,	cut	the	less	successful	ones	when	revising.First,	let's	look	at	some	of	the	key	characteristics	of	Billy	Collins'	poems.	They	often	feature	simple	line	breaks	that	mirror	real-life	punctuation
and	breathing	pauses.	Many	of	his	poems	are	written	in	couplets	or	stanzas	with	2-4	lines.	There	aren't	end	rhymes	in	most	of	these	poems.	When	writing	your	poem,	consider	using	similar	natural	breaks	between	the	lines.	Grouping	them	into	stanzas	is	also	a	good	idea.	To	begin,	you'll	need	to	pick	an	animal	-	it	could	be	a	mouse,	snail,	small	bird	or
goldfish	-	this	animal	represents	you	or	you	represent	it.	The	key	here	is	that	Collins	primarily	writes	about	his	own	daily	experiences.	He	always	speaks	as	"I"	in	his	poems,	and	he	likes	addressing	the	reader	with	a	friendly	yet	clear	tone.The	real	challenge	is	including	some	quirky	element	like	a	dead	mouse	or	a	still-living	bird	brought	by	a	cat	to
keep	things	interesting.	You'll	need	to	include	an	extended	metaphor	that	flourishes	for	multiple	stanzas,	possibly	descending	into	surreal	territory.	Don't	be	afraid	to	reference	famous	people	or	places	-	it's	okay	to	use	common	language	and	say	something	about	Whistler	being	"how	fatuous."Here's	how	you	can	put	these	features	together:	start	with
a	line	mentioning	a	specific	time	of	day	-	Collins	likes	mornings.	For	instance,	"Every	since	I	woke	up	today"	is	a	good	example.	The	next	two	lines	should	have	a	verb	-	describing	an	action	you	or	something	took.	An	example	would	be	"a	song	has	been	playing	uncontrollably."	Now	it's	time	to	gradually	introduce	the	surreal	elements	of	your	poem.
After	that,	bring	in	the	small	animal	and	include	some	quirky	details.	This	is	where	Collins'	poems	get	really	interesting.	Conclude	with	a	flourish	by	shifting	the	mood	into	something	complementary.Finally,	don't	be	afraid	to	revise	-	revision	is	key	when	writing	poetry.Even	if	you	teach	writing	in	any	capacity,	buy	this	book.	If	you	yourself	have	to
teach	writing	but	lack	confidence	in	poetry,	buy	this	book	for	both	yourself	and	your	students.	Every	once	in	a	while,	amid	the	serious	and	often	stern	prose	comprising	the	canon	of	great	writers	advice	on	writing,	there	glimmers	an	offering	of	wisdom	no	less	weighty	yet	delivered	with	wondrous	levity.	A	generation	after	Charles	Bukowski	penned	his
tough-love	advice	on	writing	in	a	poem,	beloved	poet	and	former	U.S.	Poet	Laureate	Billy	Collins	offers	his	own	playful	and	profound	perspective	in	a	wonderful	poem	titled	Advice	to	Writers,	found	in	Collinss	altogether	delectable	poetry	collection	The	Apple	That	Astonished	Paris	(public	library).	Collins	employs	his	usual	method	of	using	warm	wit	to
give	shape	to	wisdom	of	a	higher	order	in	this	case,	the	awareness	that	we	are	embodied	creatures	whose	psychological	states	are	deeply	influenced	by	our	physical	environment;	material	orderliness,	he	reminds	us,	fosters	mental	orderliness,	and	a	mind	unassaulted	by	chaos	is	a	mind	free	to	create.	ADVICE	TO	WRITERS	Even	if	it	keeps	you	up	all
night,	wash	down	the	walls	and	scrub	the	floor	of	your	study	before	composing	a	syllable.	Clean	the	place	as	if	the	Pope	were	on	his	way.	Spotlessness	is	the	niece	of	inspiration.	The	more	you	clean,	the	more	brilliant	your	writing	will	be,	so	do	not	hesitate	to	take	to	the	open	fields	to	scour	the	undersides	of	rocks	or	swab	in	the	dark	forest	upper
branches,	nests	full	of	eggs.	When	you	find	your	way	back	home	and	stow	the	sponges	and	brushes	under	the	sink,	you	will	behold	in	the	light	of	dawn	the	immaculate	altar	of	your	desk,	a	clean	surface	in	the	middle	of	a	clean	world.	From	a	small	vase,	sparkling	blue,	lift	a	yellow	pencil,	the	sharpest	of	the	bouquet,	and	cover	pages	with	tiny	sentences
like	long	rows	of	devoted	ants	that	followed	you	in	from	the	woods.	Complement	with	the	cognitive	science	of	the	ideal	writing	routine,	Bob	Dylan	on	the	optimal	environment	for	creative	work,	and	French	philosopher	Gaston	Bachelard	on	making	housework	into	a	creative	activity,	then	revisit	other	timeless	advice	on	writing	by	Ernest	Hemingway,
William	Faulkner,	Susan	Sontag,	James	Baldwin,	Umberto	Eco,	Friedrich	Nietzsche,	and	Ursula	K.	Le	Guin.	Every	once	in	a	while,	you	teach	a	text	and	everything	is	perfect.	Its	the	perfect	blend	of	the	text,	the	class	make-up,	and	the	lesson.	This	week,	I	had	that	moment	with	Billy	Collins	Introduction	Poetry,	so	I	wanted	to	share	it	with	you!	For
context,	my	school	is	on	a	modified	block	schedule.	This	means	we	have	48-minute	classes	3	times	a	week,	but	once	a	week	we	meet	for	an	hour	and	a	half.	On	block	days,	we	step	away	from	our	regular	unit	and	do	some	other	things,	including	a	voice	lesson,	literary	term	bellringer,	multiple	choice	prep,	independent	reading,	and	a	poem	study.
(Obviously	we	dont	do	all	of	these,	usually	just	a	few.)	For	the	past	few	weeks	we	havent	had	time	to	do	a	poem	lesson,	so	this	was	only	our	second	poem	lesson	of	the	year.	Ill	try	to	break	down	how	I	approached	the	lesson	and	my	thought	process	behind	it.	For	our	poem	lessons,	Ive	decided	to	approach	each	poem	by	meeting	the	poet.	So	before	we
even	read	the	poem,	I	shared	Billy	Collins	poet	biography	from	Poetry	Foundation.	I	shared	this	snippet:	This	bio	explains	so	well	why	I	love	Collins	poems.	He	can	describe	a	feeling	that	is	universal	in	ways	that	are	strange	but	relatable.	This	is	the	aspect	of	the	poem	that	I	wanted	to	enhance	and	highlight	in	this	lesson.	Dubbed	the	most	popular	poet
in	America	by	Bruce	Weber	in	the	New	York	Times,	Billy	Collins	is	famous	for	conversational,	witty	poems	that	welcome	readers	with	humor	but	often	slip	into	quirky,	tender,	or	profound	observation	on	the	everyday,	reading	and	writing,	and	poetry	itself.	10	Engaging	Poems	for	Students	Who	Hate	Poetry	Looking	for	more	poetry	help?	Ive	got	SO
MANY	posts	and	resources	about	poetry,	including	this	one!	To	highlight	Collins	unique	takes	on	relatable	issues,	I	gave	my	students	a	task	before	they	got	Introduction	to	Poetry.	I	handed	out	notecards	and	asked	two	questions:	How	do	you	feel	when	you	are	reading	a	text	or	tackling	a	problem	and	you	just	cant	get	it?	How	do	you	feel	when	you	are
reading	a	text	or	tackling	a	problem	and	you	understand	it	absolutely?	To	answer	their	questions,	they	had	to	make	an	analogy,	beginning	with	It	feels	like	Students	spent	a	few	minutes	answering	on	their	own	and	sharing	with	a	neighbor,	then	they	gave	the	cards	to	me.	I	responded	too!	I	shared	their	answers	and	here	were	some	of	my	favorites:	It
feels	like	Im	back	in	third	grade	talking	to	my	neighbor	thats	17	and	trying	to	understand	what	she	means.	Its	like	my	brain	is	melting	and	I	am	trying	to	hold	its	shape	as	it	slips	through	my	fingers.	Its	like	the	processors	in	my	brain	overheated	and	caught	fire.	And	it	sounds	like	the	screech	of	brakes	of	a	car	is	filling	my	head	and	I	cant	think.	It	feels
like	Im	putting	in	a	password	I	think	is	right	only	to	be	denied	time	and	time	again.	It	feels	like	when	you	want	to	lay	down	so	bad,	but	when	you	lay	down	you	realize	you	have	things	to	do	so	you	stand	back	up.	Its	like	Im	on	the	outside	of	an	inside	joke	everyone	else	around	me	understands	it	and	finds	funny	that	I	dont.	It	feels	like	fireworks	going	off,
each	with	new	possible	ideas	bursting	in	my	mind.	It	feels	like	seeing	the	sun	after	days	of	thunderstorm	and	rain.	It	feels	like	knowing	what	someone	is	getting	as	a	surprisebefore	they	get	it!	I	feel	like	the	Albert	Einstein	of	our	day,	like	the	Lord	has	blessed	me	with	eternal	earthly	knowledge.	It	feels	like	Ive	climbed	Mount	Everest	without	dying.
When	I	read	these	aloud,	my	students	loved	it.	There	were	some	that	just	made	them	say,	Yes!	They	definitely	found	that	many	other	descriptions,	while	unusual,	described	this	universal	feeling.	Now,	we	were	ready	for	the	poem.	Even	though	I	teach	this	poem	every	year,	this	is	the	first	time	it	elicited	laughter	after	reading	it.	I	knew	that	our	warm-
up	got	students	ready	for	Collins	strange	but	witty	descriptions	and	comparisons.	I	asked	students	which	descriptions	from	the	first	half	of	the	poem	felt	most	accurate	to	that	feeling	of	truly	studying	poetry.	Ill	try	to	transcribe	what	my	students	said.	About	I	want	them	to	waterski	/	across	the	surface	of	a	poem	/	waving	at	the	authors	name	on	the
shore	I	like	this	one	because	we	wave	at	the	poet,	like	we	acknowledge	him,	butWater	skiing	doesn't	require	knowing	the	exact	thoughts	or	"right	answers."	Another	student	shared	a	similar	quote,	saying,	Water	skiing	takes	skill.	So	does	poetry	analysis.	They	appreciated	the	idea	of	walking	inside	the	poem's	room	/	and	feeling	the	walls	for	a	light
switch,	which	they	felt	was	a	good	representation	of	studying	a	poem	without	context.	When	it	came	to	another	line,	press	an	ear	against	its	hive,	they	interpreted	it	as	meaning	there	can	be	multiple	layers	of	understanding	in	a	poem.	This	idea	is	similar	to	finding	hidden	bees	in	the	hive	-	not	everyone	might	see	them	all,	but	that	doesn't	mean	we
can't	still	grasp	the	overall	message.	They	also	enjoyed	discussing	topics	like	tying	a	poem	to	a	chair	and	why	someone	might	choose	to	beat	it	with	a	hose.	For	students	approaching	poems,	it's	essential	to	go	beyond	translation	and	instead	focus	on	grasping	their	meaning.	Applying	these	lessons	to	everyday	life	is	crucial	for	personal	growth	and
learning.	While	individual	interpretations	may	differ,	they	can	coexist.	This	idea	can	be	seen	in	the	way	we	perceive	different	shades	of	color	or	hear	the	gentle	hum	of	an	object	in	motion.	For	more	poetry	practice	and	supplementary	resources,	check	out	my	TpT	store,	which	offers	a	Poetry	Growing	Bundle	containing	all	poem	units	I've	developed,
with	access	to	any	future	additions	at	no	extra	cost.
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