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Not	sure	what	genre	your	current	book	is?	Were	here	to	help!	Weve	compiled	the	ultimate	list	of	book	genres	to	put	your	confusion	to	bed	once	and	for	all.	When	you	go	through	all	the	work	of	self-publishing	your	book,	the	last	thing	you	want	to	do	is	mislabel	it.	Thats	where	our	master	list	of	book	genres	comes	in.	This	list	of	book	genres	will	help
you	to	definitively	place	your	book,	so	it	can	be	found	and	shared	by	your	target	readers.	Sometimes,	your	book	will	encompass	more	than	one	genre.	In	fact,	it	could	be	a	mix	of	four	or	five	genres!	Our	list	of	book	genres	will	help	you	determine	precisely	how	to	label	your	book	and	ensure	it	receives	the	love	it	deserves.So,	without	further	ado,	lets
dive	into	the	only	book	genres	list	youll	ever	need.	Which	Self-Publishing	Company	is	Right	For	You?	Takes	2	minutes	Here	is	the	definitive	list	of	book	genres	that	are	used	today.	The	first	79	items	in	our	list	of	book	genres	are	types	of	fiction,	followed	by	all	the	nonfiction	genres.	They	are	listed	in	alphabetical	order	for	ease	of	navigation.	The	first
genre	in	our	list	of	book	genres	is	action	&	adventure	fiction.	Action	&	adventure	books	contain	a	risk-filled	journey	and	a	thrilling	series	of	action	sequences.	The	threat	of	danger	is	ever-present,	and	the	plot	moves	quickly.	Examples:	The	Ryanverse	series	by	Tom	Clancy	and	Jurassic	Park	by	Michael	Crichton.	Childrens	fiction	includes	made-up
stories	that	are	written	specifically	for	children.	They	cover	themes	and	language	that	are	age-appropriate	and	can	contain	many	different	book	genres	and	subgenres	within	the	pages.	Examples:	Charlie	and	the	Chocolate	Factory	by	Roald	Dahl	and	Winnie-The-Pooh	by	A.A.	Milne.	Classics	are	fictional	books	that	have	stood	the	test	of	time	and	are
considered	exceptional	works	of	literature.	Classic	fiction	is	often	used	in	academic	discussions.	Examples:	Pride	and	Prejudice	by	Jane	Austen	and	Little	Women	by	Louisa	May	Alcott.	Contemporary	fiction	stories	are	set	in	modern	times	and	dont	contain	any	elements	of	fantasy	(see	below).	These	stories	give	the	reader	a	window	into	a	specific
human	experience.	Some	may	be	written	for	entertainment,	and	others	may	be	written	as	political	or	social	statements.	Examples:	A	Man	Called	Ove	by	Fredrik	Backman	and	Where	the	Crawdads	Sing	by	Delia	Owens.	Fantasy	is	undoubtedly	one	of	the	most	popular	genres	in	our	list	of	book	genres.	Books	in	the	fantasy	genre	include	supernatural	or
magical	elements.	These	can	be	set	on	Earth,	or	in	completely	made-up	worlds.	A	fantasy	book	series	is	not	bound	by	the	laws	of	science,	physics,	or	even	reality.	There	are	many	subgenres	of	fantasy,	including:	Dark	fantasy	books	are	written	in	a	tone	that	evokes	a	feeling	of	dread.	They	feature	morally	gray	characters	and	often	include	elements	of
horror.	Sometimes	the	story	is	told	from	a	villain	or	monsters	point	of	view.	In	dark	fantasy,	the	events	that	might	shock	in	an	actual	horror	book	are	portrayed	as	normal.	Examples:	The	Dark	Tower	series	by	Stephen	King	and	American	Gods	by	Neil	Gaiman.	No	list	of	book	genres	would	be	complete	without	fairy	tales.	The	stories	of	Hans	Christian
Anderson	and	the	Grimm	Brothers	are	what	we	most	associate	with	classic	fairy	tales.	They	rely	on	themes	of	good	vs.	evil,	contain	a	moral	lesson	(often	for	children),	and	usually	end	with	a	happily	ever	after.	Examples:	Ella	Enchanted	by	Gail	Carson	Levine	and	The	Lunar	Chronicles	series	by	Marissa	Meyer.	A	folktale	is	a	story	or	legend	that
originated	in	a	particular	region	or	group	of	people	and	was	passed	down	through	generations.	Most	folktales	are	hundreds	of	years	old,	but	modern	fantasy	writers	often	take	inspiration	from	these	tales.	Examples:	Momotaro	and	Arabian	Nights.	Heroic	fantasy	centers	around	a	hero	on	a	quest,	and	relies	heavily	on	themes	of	good	vs.	evil.	Examples:
The	Kingkiller	Chronicle	series	by	Patrick	Rothfuss	and	The	Hobbit	by	J.R.R.	Tolkien.	There	is	often	confusion	between	high	fantasy	vs.	low	fantasy.	The	easiest	way	to	distinguish	the	two	is	that	high	fantasy	is	set	in	an	alternate	or	secondary	world.	There	is	often	a	quest	involved,	as	well	as	high	stakes	like	preventing	the	end	of	the	world	or
conquering	an	evil	overlord.	High	fantasy	books	tend	to	have	lots	of	characters	and	a	high	page	count	and	are	therefore	sometimes	called	epic	fantasy	books.	Examples:	A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire	series	by	George	R.R.	Martin	and	the	Lord	of	the	Rings	series	by	J.R.R.	Tolkien.	Historical	fantasy	stories	are	set	in	during	an	easily	recognizable	historical
period	but	with	magic	added	in.	Examples:	Babel	by	R.F.	Kuang	and	Gods	of	Jade	and	Shadow	by	Silvia	Moreno-Garcia.	Low	fantasy	is	a	fantasy	story	that	is	set	on	Earth,	where	magic	interacts	with	humans.	It	often	has	a	more	intimate	and	personal	story	arc	than	high	fantasy	stories.	Examples:	The	Indian	in	the	Cupboard	by	Lynne	Reid	Banks	and
the	Harry	Potter	series	by	J.K.	Rowling.	Some	consider	magical	realism	to	be	its	own	genre,	and	others	a	subgenre	of	fantasy.	This	genre	doesnt	contain	magical	creatures,	but	instead	focuses	on	magical	things	that	happen	in	our	world.	There	is	a	general	underpinning	of	magic	that	is	often	portrayed	as	commonplace.	Examples:	One	Hundred	Years	of
Solitude	by	Gabriel	Garca	Mrquez	and	Like	Water	for	Chocolate	by	Laura	Esquivel.	Mythic	fantasy	centers	around	mythology,	most	often	Greek	or	Roman	mythology.	The	story	may	focus	on	the	gods	themselves,	on	their	descendants,	or	on	humans	who	interact	with	the	gods.	Examples:	Circe	by	Madeline	Miller	and	Percy	Jackson	&	The	Olympians	by
Rick	Riordan.	Urban	fantasy	is	a	fantasy	book	set	in	a	city.	These	stories	are	usually	set	in	the	real	world	(low	fantasy)	and	are	about	the	relations	between	humans	and	supernatural	beings.	Examples:	The	Kate	Daniels	series	by	Ilona	Andrews	and	The	Mortal	Instruments	series	by	Cassandra	Clare.	Graphic	novels	are	works	that	are	highly	illustrated,
with	a	series	of	comic	panels	and	speech	bubbles	to	tell	the	story.	Graphic	novels	arent	limited	in	terms	of	scope	and	can	be	used	to	cover	many	different	book	genres	in	our	list	of	genres.	You	will	find	lots	of	fantasy	and	sci-fi	graphic	novels,	but	also	nonfiction,	historical	fiction,	and	classics!	Examples:	Persepolis	by	Marjane	Satrapi	and	Watchmen	by
Alan	Moore.	Next	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	historical	fiction.	These	are	fiction	books	that	are	inspired	by	real	events	in	history	but	are	not	factual	retellings.	They	allow	readers	to	be	transported	into	the	past	through	the	eyes	of	one	or	more	characters.	Examples:	The	Nightingale	by	Kristin	Hannah	and	Pachinko	by	Min	Jin	Lee.	Every	list	of	book
genres	needs	a	little	horror	in	the	mix!	Horror	is	an	increasingly	popular	book	genre,	with	many	subgenres	nested	under	it.	Horror	stories	are	fictional	works	meant	to	disturb	or	frighten.	Some	horror	subgenres	include:	Body	horror	features	graphic	mutilations,	disfigurations,	or	violations	of	the	human	body.	Examples:	Frankenstein	by	Mary	Shelley
and	Rosemarys	Baby	by	Ira	Levin	Comedy	horror	books	are	one	of	the	more	interesting	(and	contradictory)	on	the	list	of	book	genres.	They	are	just	as	likely	to	make	you	laugh	as	they	are	to	make	you	scream.	They	are	often	referred	to	as	black	comedies,	and	rely	heavily	on	the	unexpected.	Examples:	Horrorstr	by	Grady	Hendrix	and	Man,	F*ck	This
House	by	Brian	Asman.	Gothic	horror	features	a	battle	between	humanity	and	unnatural	evil	forces.	The	overall	feel	of	gothic	books	is	quite	bleak	and	gloomy,	and	they	are	often	set	in	castles	or	old	manor	houses.	There	is	often	a	descent	into	madness	involved.	Examples:	The	Picture	of	Dorian	Gray	by	Oscar	Wilde	and	Dracula	by	Bram	Stoker.
Lovecraftian	horror,	also	known	as	cosmic	horror	was	popularized	by	the	author	H.P.	Lovecraft	(Imagine	inventing	your	own	category	in	the	long	list	of	book	genres!).	Lovecraftian	novels	assume	that	there	are	otherworldly	forces	that	once	ruled	the	Earth	and	are	here	again	to	destroy	us.	It	relies	on	the	dread	that	things	are	outside	of	your	control.
Examples:	The	Call	of	Cthulhu	and	Other	Weird	Stories	by	H.P.	Lovecraft	and	The	Croning	by	Laird	Barron.	Paranormal	horror	includes	supernatural	themes	such	as	hauntings,	curses,	and	possessions.	Examples:	The	Haunting	of	Hill	House	by	Shirley	Jackson	and	The	Exorcist	by	William	Peter	Blatty.	Post-apocalyptic	horror	is	set	after	our	civilization
has	collapsed.	It	examines	how	we	survive	amidst	zombies,	plagues,	climate	change,	or	whatever	disaster	wiped	humanity	out.	Examples:	The	Stand	by	Stephen	King	and	I	Am	Legend	by	Richard	Matheson	Psychological	horror	plays	with	your	mind	and	twists	your	thoughts.	There	doesnt	need	to	be	any	monster	for	the	fear	to	work	its	magic.
Psychological	books	play	with	paranoia	and	self-doubt.	Examples:	Silence	of	the	Lambs	by	Thomas	Harris	and	House	of	Leaves	by	Mark	Z.	Danielewski.	Quiet	horror	or	soft	horror	leaves	out	the	graphic	scenes	of	some	of	the	other	horror	types	on	our	list	of	book	genres.	Instead	of	graphic	violence,	it	relies	on	the	atmosphere	and	mood	to	completely
creep	you	out.	Examples:	December	Park	by	Ronald	Malfi	and	The	Woman	in	Black	by	Susan	Hill.	Slasher	books	contain	sociopathic	villains	who	are	trying	to	kill	the	protagonists.	They	feature	a	lot	of	violence	and	suspense.Examples:	Psycho	by	Robert	Bloch	and	The	Girl	Next	Door	by	Jack	Ketchum.	Any	fiction	book	that	places	LGBTQ+	characters	at
the	forefront	is	considered	LGBTQ+	fiction.	It	can	otherwise	fall	into	a	number	of	genres	on	this	master	list	of	book	genres.	Examples:	Red,	White	&	Royal	Blue	by	Casey	McQuiston	and	The	Color	Purple	by	Alice	Walker.	Literary	fiction	is	fiction	writing	that	is	considered	highly	valuable	and	artistic.	These	books	often	cover	serious	topics	that	make
the	reader	stop	and	think.	They	can	blend	with	many	genres	in	this	list	of	book	genres.	Examples:	The	Alchemist	by	Paulo	Coelho	and	Tomorrow,	and	Tomorrow,	and	Tomorrow	by	Gabrielle	Zevin.	One	of	the	most	fun	genres	in	our	master	list	of	book	genres	is	mystery.	Mystery	books	contain	an	event	(often	a	murder	or	a	crime)	that	remains	a	mystery
until	the	end	of	the	book.	These	page-turners	keep	you	guessing	and	often	feature	big	plot	twists.	Some	subgenres	of	mystery	include:	The	first	mystery	subgenre	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	capers.	Capers	are	usually	told	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	thief.	They	are	light-hearted	and	humorous	mysteries	that	focus	on	how	(and	if)	they	can	get	away
with	the	crime.	Examples:	The	Heist	by	Daniel	Silva	and	The	Burglar	Who	Counted	the	Spoons	by	Lawrence	Block.	Cozy	mysteries	are	not	grim	or	gruesome.	They	are	light-hearted,	and	usually	set	in	small	towns	where	a	crime	is	solved	by	an	amateur	detective	often	a	woman.	Examples:	A	Deadly	Inside	Scoop	by	Abby	Collette	and	Finlay	Donovan	Is
Killing	It	by	Elle	Cosimano.	Detective	mysteries	dont	have	direct	police	tie-ins,	and	the	mystery	is	solved	directly	by	a	professional	or	amateur	detective.	Examples:	The	Terry	Orr	series	by	Jim	Fusilli	and	the	Temperance	Brennan	series	by	Kathy	Reichs.	Many	items	in	this	list	of	book	genres	are	crossovers	between	two	different	book	genres.	Historical
mysteries	are	fictional	mysteries	set	in	a	historic	time	period.	Examples:	Clark	and	Division	by	Naomi	Hirahara	and	Dead	Dead	Girls	by	Nekesa	Afia.	Unlike	the	other	mystery	types	on	our	list	of	book	genres,	Howdunit	mysteries	are	not	about	finding	the	perpetrator.	In	fact,	they	usually	tell	you	who	committed	the	crime	straight	away	and	then	focus
on	answering	HOW	the	crime	was	committed.	Examples:	A	Kiss	Before	Dying	by	Ira	Levin	and	The	Demolished	Man	by	Alfred	Bester.	Next	on	the	ultimate	book	genres	list	are	locked	room	mystery	books.	These	books	cover	impossible	crimes	such	as	a	murder	committed	in	a	windowless	room	that	was	locked	from	the	inside.	OR	they	feature	a	small
group	of	characters	stuck	together	in	a	confined	space.	Examples:	Malice	by	Keigo	Higashino	and	One	of	Us	is	Lying	by	Karen	M.	McManus.	Noir	books,	like	film	noir,	involve	classic	morally-compromised	detectives	in	trench	coats	solving	crimes.	Noir	stories	are	usually	set	in	gritty	cities	and	have	a	dark	or	bleak	atmosphere.	Examples:	The	Maltese
Falcon	by	Dashiell	Hammett	and	Queenpin	by	Megan	Abbott.	Hard-boiled	mysteries	are	more	hardcore	than	other	mystery	types	on	our	list	of	book	genres.	They	include	more	violent,	sex,	and	graphic	details,	and	often	include	forensic	science	and	autopsy	reports	closely	following	an	actual	police	procedure.	Examples:	The	Big	Sleep	by	Raymond
Chandler	and	I,	the	Jury	by	Mickey	Spillane.	Supernatural	mysteries	combine	elements	of	two	other	items	on	our	book	genres	list:	horror	and	fantasy.	They	involve	mysteries	that	appear	to	include	supernatural	elements	(which	may	or	may	not	be	explained	with	non-supernatural	solutions).	Examples:	The	Enigma	of	Room	622	by	Jol	Dicker	and	The
Pale	Horse	by	Agatha	Christie.	New	adult	books	are	a	newly	developing	genre	of	fiction	with	protagonists	in	the	1829	age	range.	New	adult	fiction	includes	more	adult	themes	and	graphic	sex	scenes	than	young	adult	books	but	still	focuses	on	story	arcs	about	coming-of-age	of	finding	identity.	Examples:	Beautiful	Disaster	by	Jamie	McGuire	and	The
Deal	by	Elle	Kennedy.	Nothing	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	read	as	voraciously	as	romance	novels.	Romance	books	turn	some	real	profit	for	authors	and	center	around	would-be	lovers	and	the	obstacles	they	face	in	getting	together.	Some	subgenres	of	romance	include:	Contemporary	romance	books	take	place	in	modern	day	and	feature	more
relatable	and	realistic	situations.	Examples:	Beach	Read	by	Emily	Henry	and	The	Love	Hypothesis	by	Ali	Hazelwood.	Dark	romance	is	one	of	the	most	intense	items	on	our	list	of	book	genres.	It	contains	morally-gray	characters	and	very	mature	content.	These	stories	often	come	with	trigger	warnings,	and	center	around	plots	of	trauma	and	violence
such	as	stalking,	kidnapping,	sex	trafficking,	or	the	mafia.	Examples:	Asking	for	It	by	Lilah	Pace	and	Haunting	Adeline	by	H.D.	Carlton.	Erotic	romance	books	focus	on	the	buildup	of	sexual	interactions	and	explicit	sex	scenes	between	characters.	Examples:	Fifty	Shades	of	Grey	by	E.L.	James	and	Bared	to	You	by	Sylvia	Day.	Like	others	on	this	list	of
book	genres,	fantasy	romance	books	mix	(you	guessed	it)	two	genres.	In	this	example,	its	fantasy	and	romance.	They	follow	a	typical	romance	book	formula	but	are	set	in	fantasy	worlds.	Examples:	Fourth	Wing	by	Rebecca	Yarros	and	A	Court	of	Thorns	and	Roses	by	Sarah	J.	Maas	Gothic	romance	novels	are	dark	and	gloomy	and	focus	on	the	hurdles
women	face	to	be	with	the	person	they	love.	There	are	often	secrets	and	mysteries	involved,	and	they	are	usually	set	in	old	manor	houses.	Examples:	Shadows	of	Swanford	Abbey	by	Julie	Klassen	and	Within	These	Wicked	Walls	by	Lauren	Blackwood.	Historical	romance	stories	are	romance	books	set	in	a	specific	historic	era.	Examples:	Devil	in	Winter
by	Lisa	Kleypas	and	the	Outlander	series	by	Diana	Gabaldon.	Paranormal	romance	books	usually	feature	romantic	partners	that	are	supernatural	such	as	vampires	or	werewolves.	Examples:	The	Twilight	series	by	Stephanie	Meyer	and	the	Anita	Blake:	Vampire	Hunter	series	by	Laurell	K.	Hamilton.	Regency	romance	novels	are	typically	set	during	the
Regency	Era	in	England	(17951837)	and	focus	on	the	societal	norms	of	that	time.	Think	balls,	walks	on	the	promenade,	and	marriages	with	much	ado.	Examples:	The	Bridgertons	series	by	Julia	Quinn	and	Arabella	by	Georgette	Heyer.	Romantic	comedy	books	are	precisely	how	they	sound	romance	books	with	ridiculous	events	and	obstacles	that	will
make	you	laugh	out	loud.	Examples:	Nine	Rules	To	Break	When	Romancing	A	Rake	by	Sarah	MacLean	and	Shortcake	by	Lucy	Watson.	Romantic	suspense	novels	are	closely	tied	with	gothic	romance	which	is	where	they	first	originated.	You	can	think	of	romantic	suspense	novels	as	being	about	50%	romance	and	50%	suspense/mystery.	Examples:
Verity	by	Colleen	Hoover	and	The	Witness	by	Nora	Roberts.	Sci-fi	romance	is	a	romance	story	with	a	science	fiction	setting	or	plot	line.	This	could	revolve	around	space	travel,	time	travel,	or	any	other	sci-fi	theme	(see	below).	Examples:	The	Time	Travelers	Wife	by	Audrey	Niffenegger	and	The	Darkness	Outside	Us	by	Eliot	Schrefer.	Satire	books	use
humor	and	irony	to	poke	fun	at	(or	discredit)	politics,	systems	of	government,	or	societal	norms.	Examples:	Catch-22	by	Joseph	Heller	and	Animal	Farm	by	George	Orwell.	On	our	list	of	book	genres,	science	fiction	is	most	closely	related	to	fantasy,	with	made-up	worlds	and	species.	But	where	science	fiction	and	fantasy	differ	is	that	science	and
technology	are	at	the	root	of	science	fiction	stories.	They	still	follow	the	laws	of	physics	and	possibility	not	magic.	Here	are	some	of	the	subgenres	of	science	fiction	(also	known	as	sci-fi):	Apocalyptic	science	fiction	takes	place	after	an	apocalyptic	event	and	focuses	on	how	the	remaining	humans	survive.	It	is	similar	to	post-apocalyptic	horror	but
focuses	more	on	the	reality	of	life	and	less	on	scare	tactics	and	monsters.	Examples:	Parable	of	the	Sower	by	Octavia	E.	Butler	and	Earth	Abides	by	George	R.	Stewart.	Colonization	science	fiction	books	focus	on	colonizing	a	new	planet	or	settlement	after	the	Earth	has	been	destroyed.	Examples:	Red	Mars	by	Kim	Stanley	Robinson	and	The	Word	for
World	Is	Forest	by	Ursula	K.	Le	Guin	Hard	science	fiction	books	place	a	heavy	emphasis	on	math,	physics,	chemistry,	engineering,	or	other	sciences.	They	have	realistic	science	based	on	currently	proven	facts.	Examples:	The	Martian	by	Andy	Weir	and	The	Three-Body	Problem	by	Liu	Cixin.	Military	science	fiction	books	focus	on	a	battle	between	two
groups.	This	may	be	on	Earth,	in	space,	or	between	multiple	planets.	Examples:	Iron	Widow	by	Xiran	Jay	Zhao	and	Enders	Game	by	Orson	Scott	Card.	Mind	uploading	sci-fi	focused	on	the	concept	that	your	consciousness	can	be	uploaded	or	downloaded	into	another	body	or	computer.	This	could	be	through	alien	intervention,	complete	brain
transplants,	or	technology.	Examples:	Altered	Carbon	by	Richard	K.	Morgan	and	Six	Wakes	by	Mur	Lafferty.	Parallel	world	science	fiction	deals	with	alternate	realities.	Characters	pass	through	multiple	worlds	very	similar	to	their	own	with	interesting	consequences.	Examples:	Dark	Matter	by	Blake	Crouch	and	the	Firebird	series	by	Claudia	Gray.
While	hard	sci-fi	focuses	on	the	sciences	and	the	how	behind	sci-fi	plots,	soft	sci-fi	focuses	more	on	the	human	element.	Soft	sci-fi	books	examine	politics,	social	constructs,	and	relationships	amid	a	sci-fi	backdrop.	Examples:	1984	by	George	Orwell	and	The	Giver	by	Lois	Lowry.	Space	operas	are	action	books	that	are	set	in	outer	space.	They	often	are
long-running	epic	series.	Examples:	The	Dune	Chronicles	by	Frank	Herbert	and	The	Murderbot	Diaries	by	Martha	Wells.	Take	a	western	book	and	put	it	in	outer	space,	and	you	have	a	space	western.	Thinks	lawless	frontiers,	morally-gray	characters,	and	lots	of	shoot-outs.	Examples:	The	Long	Way	to	a	Small	Angry	Planet	by	Becky	Chambers	and
Persephone	Station	by	Stina	Leicht.	Steampunk	books	are	a	mix	of	the	past	and	future.	They	feature	steam-powered	technology	and	19th-	and	20th-century	aesthetics	combined	with	futuristic	elements.	Examples:	Leviathan	by	Scott	Westerfeld	and	Soulless	by	Gail	Carriger.	65.	Short	story	Next	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	short	stories.	Short	stories
are	stories	that	are	anywhere	from	1,000	15,000	words	in	length,	and	they	can	be	a	mix	of	any	topics	on	our	list	of	genres.	Examples:	The	Lottery	by	Shirley	Jackson	and	How	to	Become	a	Writer	by	Lorrie	Moore.	Another	popular	genre	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	thrilled.	A	thriller	often	shares	many	attributes	of	mystery	novels,	but	not	all	mysteries
are	thrillers,	and	not	all	thrillers	are	mysteries.	So	what	differentiates	these	two	items	on	our	list	of	book	genres?Thrillers	are	meant	to	evoke	anxiety	and	tension	and	are	first	and	foremost	about	the	protagonist	trying	to	save	or	protect	themselves.	Some	subgenres	of	thriller	fiction	include:	Action	thrillers	include	fast	plot	lines,	violence,	high-speed
chases,	and	a	life-changing	journey	for	the	protagonist.	Examples:	The	Summer	House	by	James	Patterson	and	The	6:20	Man	by	David	Baldacci.	In	conspiracy	thrillers,	the	protagonist	is	up	against	a	powerful	organization	after	discovering	a	conspiracy	that	puts	their	life	at	risk.	Examples:	Deception	Point	by	Dan	Brown	and	Private	Moscow	by	James
Patterson.	Disaster	thrillers	are	written	about	natural	or	man-made	disasters,	such	as	volcanoes,	tsunamis,	or	nuclear	attacks.	Examples:	One	Second	After	by	William	R.	Forstchen	and	Ashfall	by	Mike	Mullin.	Espionage	thrillers	feature	spies	or	secret	agents	as	the	protagonists.	They	usually	need	to	infiltrate	a	foreign	government	or	crime	ring.
Examples:	Tinker	Tailor	Soldier	Spy	by	John	le	Carre	and	the	Jason	Bourne	series	by	Robert	Ludlum.	Forensic	thrillers	rely	on	finding	evidence	such	as	DNA	or	fingerprints	to	catch	the	perpetrator.	Examples:	The	Bone	Collector	by	Jeffery	Deaver	and	the	Kay	Scarpetta	series	by	Patricia	Cornwell.	Historical	thrillers	are	thrillers	set	in	a	specific	time
period.	They	often	include	real	historical	events	and	conspiracies.	Examples:	The	Devils	of	Cardona	by	Matthew	Carr	and	The	Sympathizer	by	Viet	Thanh	Nguyen.	Legal	thrillers	center	around	court	and	legal	dilemmas.	The	protagonist	can	be	a	lawyer	or	someone	wrongfully	accused.	Examples:	The	Lincoln	Lawyer	by	Michael	Connelly	and	A	Time	to
Kill	by	John	Grisham.	Paranormal	thrillers	add	paranormal	or	supernatural	elements	to	a	typical	thriller	plot.	Examples:	The	Outsider	by	Stephen	King	and	Hidden	Pictures	by	Jason	Rekulak.	Psychological	thrillers	are	one	of	the	most	popular	types	of	thriller	on	our	list	of	book	genres.	These	thrillers	put	the	protagonists	sanity	at	risk	along	with	their
physical	safety.	Because	the	protagonists	are	unstable,	they	are	often	unreliable	narrators.	Examples:	The	Silent	Patient	by	Alex	Michaelides	and	The	Woman	in	the	Window	by	A.	J.	Finn.	Religious	thrillers	are	written	about	religious	secrets	or	stolen	religious	artifacts.	There	may	be	dangerous	cults	involved.	Examples:	The	Templar	Legacy	by	Steve
Berry	and	The	Da	Vinci	Code	by	Dan	Brown.	A	classic	American	genre	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	Western	fiction.	These	books	take	place	in	the	American	Old	West	and	feature	plots	with	cattle	ranches,	bounty	hunters,	and	shootouts.	Examples:	Lonesome	Dove	by	Larry	McMurtry	and	Blood	Meridian	by	Cormac	McCarthy.	Womens	fiction	can	cover
a	variety	of	topics	on	our	list	of	book	genres	and	refers	to	any	book	written	about	the	female	experience	or	the	role	of	women	in	society.	Examples:	The	Five-Star	Weekend	by	Elin	Hilderbrand	and	Lessons	in	Chemistry	by	Bonnie	Garmus.	Like	womens	fiction,	young	adult	fiction	can	cover	most	topics	on	our	list	of	book	genres,	but	they	are	written	for
and	about	young	adults,	typically	between	ages	13-17.	These	books	often	cover	coming-of-age	story	arcs	and	the	trials	of	adolescence.	Examples:	A	Wrinkle	in	Time	by	Madeleine	LEngle	and	A	Series	of	Unfortunate	Events	by	Lemony	Snicket.	While	all	the	topics	leading	up	to	this	point	were	fiction,	the	rest	of	the	items	on	our	list	of	book	genres	are
nonfiction	topics.	These	are	factual	books	about	real	life.	The	first	nonfiction	topic	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	art	and	photography.	Art	and	photography	books	can	be	written	about	art,	or	be	more	visual	books	that	showcase	art	and	photography.	These	make	great	coffee	table	books.	Examples:	Humans	of	New	York	by	Brandon	Stanton	and	Art:	The
Definitive	Visual	Guide	by	Andrew	Graham	Dixon.	Memoirs	and	autobiographies	are	written	by	the	author	about	their	own	life.	They	focus	on	the	authors	life	trials	and	accomplishments.	Examples:	Becoming	by	Michelle	Obama	and	I	Know	Why	The	Caged	Bird	Sings	by	Maya	Angelou.	Biographies	are	books	written	about	an	important	or	interesting
person,	usually	after	they	have	died,	and	often	cover	the	entire	span	of	the	persons	life.	Examples:	A	Beautiful	Mind	by	Sylvia	Nasar	and	Prince:	A	Private	View	by	Afshin	Shahidi.	An	essay	is	a	short	piece	of	writing	where	the	author	gives	their	thoughts	(and	often	an	argument)	on	a	specific	topic.	They	may	be	reflections	and	observations	of	the
author,	or	a	political	statement.	Examples:	Notes	of	a	Native	Son	by	James	Baldwin	and	Once	More	to	the	Lake	by	E.	B.	White.	Next	on	our	list	of	book	genres	are	cookbooks!	Cookbooks	can	be	simple	collections	of	recipes,	or	contain	information	about	the	chefs	life	or	home	country.	They	can	cover	food,	beverages,	or	both.	Examples:	Half-Baked
Harvest	by	Tieghan	Gerard	and	The	Ultimate	Bar	Book	by	Mittie	Hellmich.	85.	History	Historical	nonfiction	is	a	well-researched,	factual	accounting	of	a	historical	event	or	time	period.	Examples:	The	Lessons	of	History	by	Will	&	Ariel	Durant	and	The	Dawn	of	Everything	by	David	Graeber	&	David	Wengrow.	How-to	books	teach	the	reader	how	to	get
better	at	a	craft,	skill,	or	hobby,	or	give	them	an	overview	of	all	the	information	they	need	to	know	on	a	specific	topic.	Examples:	The	Essential	Guide	to	Freelance	Writing	by	Zachary	Petit	and	How	to	Read	Tarot	by	Jessica	Wiggan.	The	next	item	on	our	list	of	book	genres	covers	a	number	of	topics.	Books	in	the	humanities	study	human	society	and
relationships	and	can	include	anthropology,	sociology,	politics,	and	many	other	subjects.	Examples:	Attached	by	Amir	Levine	and	Rachel	Heller	and	Sapiens	by	Yuval	Noah	Harari.	Humor	books	are	written	with	one	goal	in	mind	to	make	the	reader	laugh!	They	are	often	satirical	essays	or	memoirs.	Examples:	Bossypants	by	Tina	Fey	and	Is	Everyone
Hanging	Out	Without	Me?	by	Mindy	Kaling.	Parenting	books	teach	parents	how	to	raise	their	children	including	how	to	prepare	for	their	arrival!	Examples:	Raising	Good	Humans	by	Hunter	Clarke-Fields	and	The	Whole-Brain	Child	by	Daniel	J.	Siegel.	Philosophy	nonfiction	explores	ethics,	moral	dilemmas,	and	the	purpose	of	life	on	earth.	Examples:
Meditations	by	Marcus	Aurelius	and	Mans	Search	for	Meaning	by	Viktor	Frankl.	Books	on	religion	and	spirituality	cover	a	range	of	topics,	from	actual	religious	texts	like	the	Bible	and	the	Quran	to	books	on	spiritual	philosophies,	mindfulness,	and	energy	healing.	Examples:	The	Untethered	Soul	by	Michael	Alan	Singer	and	Mere	Christianity	by	C.S.
Lewis.	Science	and	technology	books	are	written	about	the	sciences	either	to	help	readers	have	a	greater	understanding	of	them	or	to	teach	about	the	evolution	of	technology.	Examples:	The	Joy	of	Science	by	Jim	Al-Khalili	and	A	Brief	History	of	Time	by	Stephen	Hawking.	One	of	the	most	popular	nonfiction	genres	on	our	list	of	book	genres	is	self-help.
Self-help	books	cover	topics	from	finances	to	organization	to	mental	health	and	help	readers	improve	themselves	in	some	way.	Examples:	Atomic	Habits	by	James	Clear	and	The	Four	Agreements	by	Don	Miguel	Ruiz.	Undoubtedly	one	of	the	most	fun	nonfiction	topics	on	our	list	of	genres	is	travel.	Travel	books	can	be	travel	guides	to	various	countries
or	memoirs	of	the	authors	own	travels.	Examples:	Eat,	Pray,	Love	by	Elizabeth	Gilbert	and	Down	Under	by	Bill	Bryson.	The	last	item	on	our	master	list	of	book	genres	is	true	crime.	True	crime	books	describe	actual	crimes	from	start	to	finish.	Examples:	In	Cold	Blood	by	Truman	Capote	and	Ill	Be	Gone	in	the	Dark	by	Michelle	McNamara.	Which	Self-
Publishing	Company	is	Right	For	You?	Takes	2	minutes	Whats	so	important	about	knowing	the	genres	of	books?	Well,	if	youre	an	author	with	a	work	in	progress,	youll	want	to	know	its	genre	to	ensure	your	ideal	readers	find	and	read	it.	List	a	science	fiction	novel	as	a	paranormal	romance,	for	example,	and	youll	likely	end	up	with	a	flurry	of	negative
reviews.	No	one	wants	that.	Readers	of	specific	book	genres	have	expectations	youll	want	to	meet	if	you	want	them	to	enjoy	your	book	and	recommend	it	to	others.	You	also	want	readers	to	see	your	books	cover	and	know	its	the	genre	they	want.	So,	knowing	your	books	genre	not	only	helps	with	marketing.	It	can	make	all	the	difference	in	your	writing
career.	Once	you	know	your	books	genre,	you	can	write	it	knowing	the	following	expectations	your	book	should	meet:	Tropes	(in	fiction	genres)	Rules/norms	regarding	adult	content	For	example,	if	youre	writing	YA	fantasy,	youll	run	afoul	of	your	readers	(and	their	parents)	if	your	story	includes	a	sex	scene	or	graphic	violence.	If	youre	writing	a	cozy
mystery,	you	dont	want	your	books	cover	to	look	like	it	belongs	on	a	horror	novel.	And	if	youre	writing	fantasy,	youll	want	to	find	a	designer	who	specializes	in	that	genre	and	knows	how	to	create	covers	worthy	of	a	Rick	Riordan	novel.	Unless	youre	an	experienced	cover	designer	(like	Derek	Murphy	of	CreativIndie),	DIY	covers	using	stock	photos	will
put	your	fantasy	novel	at	a	serious	disadvantage.	With	that	in	mind,	enjoy	this	list	of	30	types	of	book	genres	with	descriptions	and	an	example	(or	two)	for	each.	Its	not	an	exhaustive	list;	there	are	upwards	of	40	genres	more	if	you	count	sub-genres	and	mixed	genres.	But	its	enough	to	help	you	identify	your	books	genre.	Whether	you	write	fiction	or
nonfiction,	youll	be	prepared	to	meet	genre	expectations	and	market	your	book	appropriately	to	reach	your	target	audience	and	maximize	sales.	Your	readers	will	also	appreciate	your	taking	the	time	to	learn	what	this	post	will	teach	you.	And	so	will	your	books	editor	and	cover	designer.	Fantasy	The	fantasy	genre	involves	world-building	and
characters	who	are	supernatural,	mythological,	magical,	or	a	combination	of	these.	Examples:	Game	of	Thrones	by	George	R.R.	Martin	and	Circe	by	Madeline	Miller	Science	Fiction	Similar	to	fantasy,	this	genre	explores	futuristic	or	technological	themes	and	ideas	to	address	scientific	what	if	questions.	Examples:	The	Hitchhikers	Guide	to	the	Galaxy
by	Douglas	Adams	and	The	Atlantis	Gene	by	A.G.	Riddle	Dystopian	Sometimes	considered	a	subgenre	of	fantasy	or	of	science	fiction,	this	genre	is	usually	set	in	a	bleak	future	(near	or	distant)	to	explore	cultural	or	social	issues.	Examples	include	Wool	by	Hugh	Howey	and	The	Handmaids	Tale	by	Margaret	Atwood	Adventure	Any	novel	that	focuses	on
an	adventure	undertaken	by	the	main	character	(with	or	without	help)	falls	under	the	adventure	genre.	This	genre	can	easily	be	combined	with	others.	Example:	White	Fang	by	Jack	London	Romance	Any	novel	where	the	main	storyline	centers	on	a	romantic	relationship	falls	into	this	category,	which	has	several	subgenres.	Examples	include	The
Overdue	Life	of	Amy	Byler	by	Kelly	Harms	Detective	&	Mystery	One	of	the	toughest	genres	to	write,	this	one	centers	on	a	mystery	and	involves	either	a	professional	or	amateur	sleuth.	Examples:	Murder	on	the	the	Orient	Express	by	Agatha	Christie.	Horror	The	goal	of	this	genre	is	to	scare	your	readers	and	keep	them	that	way	until	the	hero
vanquishes	the	threat.	Example:	The	Shining	by	Stephen	King	Thriller	This	genre	also	has	scary	elements,	but	its	main	objective	is	to	keep	your	reader	in	a	state	of	suspense	until	the	storys	resolution.	Example:	The	Girl	with	the	Dragon	Tattoo	by	Stieg	Larsson	LGBTQ+	Fiction	with	authentic	LGBTQ+	representation	falls	into	this	category,	which	is
sometimes	considered	a	subgenre	of	contemporary	fiction	but	can	also	be	mixed	with	romance,	fantasy,	and	other	genres.	Example:	Simon	vs.	the	Homo	Sapiens	Agenda	by	Becky	Albertalli	Historical	Fiction	This	genre	covers	fiction	set	in	a	specific	time	period	and	providing	historically	accurate	detail	relevant	to	the	period	and	its	characters.
Examples:	The	Help	by	Kathryn	Stockett	Young	Adult	(YA)	(13-17	yrs)	This	is	fiction	for	readers	aged	13	to	17	years.	Example:	Children	of	Blood	and	Bone	by	Tomi	Adeyemi.	Childrens	Fiction	Fiction	in	this	genre	is	written	for	kids	aged	up	to	13	and	is	further	divided	into	smaller	subgenres.	Example:	Serafina	and	the	Black	Cloak	by	Robert
Beatty.Memoir	&	Autobiography	Each	of	the	books	in	this	genre	is	a	true	account	of	the	authors	own	life.	Memoirs	are	typically	related	to	a	specific	time	in	the	authors	life	or	to	a	specific	theme	of	the	authors	choosing.	Example:	Mans	Search	for	Meaning	by	Viktor	E.	Frankl	Biography	Biographies	are	books	written	on	someone	other	than	the	author
generally	someone	well	known	or	someone	whose	life	and	or	death	can	teach	the	world	something	worth	learning.	Example:	Alexander	Hamilton	by	Ron	Chernow	Cooking	In	this	genre,	youll	find	books	on	every	kind	of	cooking	someone	in	the	world	took	the	time	to	write	about,	as	well	as	cooking	for	different	diets	and	nutritional	needs.	Example:
Indian	Instant	Pot	Cookbook	by	Urvashi	Pitre	Art	&	Photography	This	genre	includes	books	on	artists	of	all	kinds,	as	well	as	on	each	type	of	art	and	its	history.	Example:	How	to	Create	Stunning	Digital	Photography	by	Tony	Northrup	Self-Help	/	Personal	Development	This	genre	is	all	about	helping	your	reader	realize	their	potential,	develop	their	gifts,
and	live	fulfilling	lives.	Example:	Declutter	Your	Mind:	How	to	Stop	Worrying,	Relieve	Anxiety,	and	Eliminate	Negative	Thinking	by	S.J.	Scott	and	Barrie	Davenport	Motivational	/	Inspirational	This	genres	main	purpose	is	to	get	you	to	do	something,	to	inspire	you,	or	to	challenge	your	perspective.	Example:	The	Gifts	of	Imperfection	by	Bren	Brown
Health	&	Fitness	Here	youll	find	books	on	both	mental	and	physical	health	concerns	as	well	as	diets	and	weight	loss.	Example:	Lies	My	Doctor	Told	Me	by	Ken	D.	Berry	History	This	genre	focuses	on	a	specific	time	period	or	covers	a	broad	span	of	time,	often	describing	specific	historical	characters.	Example:	Sapiens:	A	Brief	History	of	Mankind	by
Yuval	Harari	Crafts,	Hobbies	&	Home	Look	to	this	genre	for	topics	related	to	creating	a	home	and	developing	specific	hobbies	or	crafts.	Examples:	The	Minimalist	Home:	A	Room-by-Room	Guide	to	a	Decluttered,	Refocused	Life	by	Joshua	Becker	Families	&	Relationships	If	it	deals	with	family	life,	marriage,	or	any	kind	of	interpersonal	relationship,
your	book	belongs	in	this	genre.	Example:	The	Five	Love	Languages:	The	Secret	to	Love	that	Lasts	by	Gary	Chapman	Humor	&	Entertainment	Books	in	this	genre	are	supposed	to	make	you	laugh	or	at	least	keep	you	entertained.	Many	also	belong	to	the	memoir	genre.	Example:	Born	a	Crime:	Stories	from	a	South	African	Childhood	by	Trevor	Noah
Business	&	Money	If	youre	writing	a	nonfiction	book	on	business	topics,	wealth	building,	or	managing	your	money,	it	probably	belongs	to	this	genre.	Example:	Rich	Dad,	Poor	Dad	by	Robert	Kiyosaki	Law	&	Criminology	Books	on	the	legal	system,	on	laws,	criminal	justice,	and	related	topics	belong	in	this	genre.	Example:	The	New	Jim	Crow:
Incarceration	in	the	Age	of	Colorblindness	by	Michelle	Alexander	Politics	&	Social	Sciences	Books	in	this	genre	discuss	politics	or	issues	related	to	one	or	more	of	the	social	sciences	(psychology,	sociology,	social	work,	etc.).	Example:	21	Lessons	for	the	21st	Century	by	Yuval	Noah	Harari	Religion	&	Spirituality	From	personal	guides	to	spiritual
memoirs	to	histories,	this	genre	covers	religions	of	all	kinds	along	with	spiritual	practices.	Example:	Runes	for	Beginners	by	Lisa	Chamberlain	Education	&	Teaching	Any	book	that	proposes	to	teach	the	reader	how	to	do	something	or	how	to	do	it	better	belongs	to	this	genre.	Example:	Zak	Georges	Dog	Training	Revolution	by	Zak	George	and	Dina
Roth	Port	Travel	This	genre	includes	travel	guides	and	travel-heavy	memoirs.	Example:	The	Travel	Book:	A	Journey	Through	Every	Country	in	the	World	by	Lonely	Planet	True	Crime	These	often	read	like	well-crafted	crime	fiction	but	are	true	stories	that	chronicle	real	crimes,	typically	with	exacting	detail.	Examples:	If	You	Tell:	A	True	Story	of
Murder,	Family	Secrets,	and	the	Unbreakable	Bond	of	Sisterhood	by	Gregg	Olsen	More	Related	Articles:	17	Things	to	Write	About	For	Your	Next	Nonfiction	Book	16	Best	Self-Publishing	Companies	For	Your	Writing	Business	How	Long	Should	A	Short	Story	Be?	According	to	QueryTracker,	of	all	the	genres	listed	above,	the	top	ten	most	popular	fiction
genres	are	the	following:	Young	Adult	(YA)	Fantasy	(including	YA	and	Childrens)	Childrens	Literary	Fiction	Science	Fiction	Thrillers/Suspense	Middle	Grade	Romance/Erotica	Picture	Book	Historical	And	these	are	the	top	ten	most	popular	nonfiction	genres:	Memoir	Self-help	Narrative/Creative	Nonfiction)	Religion/Spirituality	Biography
Cultural/Social	Issues	Business/Finance	History	General	Nonfiction	Health	&	Fitness	If	your	book	doesnt	belong	in	one	of	these	top	ten	lists,	dont	worry.	Plenty	of	books	that	fit	into	other	genres	get	published	every	year	traditionally	or	independently.	These	lists	indicate	the	genres	most	often	submitted	to	literary	agents	as	well	as	the	genres	most
often	requested	by	them.	If	you	know	your	books	target	audience	is	plenty	big	enough	to	justify	your	investment	of	time,	energy,	and	other	resources,	it	makes	no	difference	whether	your	chosen	genre	is	on	the	most	popular	list.	Use	what	you	learn	with	us	at	AuthorityPub	to	write,	launch,	and	market	your	book	to	bestseller	status.	Now	that	you	know
how	to	identify	your	books	genre	(or	genres),	how	will	that	influence	your	decisions	regarding	cover	design,	editing,	and	marketing	tactics?	Where	will	you	find	more	of	the	kind	of	readers	who	will	love	your	book,	so	you	can	send	them	word	when	it	launches?	Maybe	youve	already	found	some	Facebook	groups	for	your	genre.	Or	maybe	your	reader
following	on	Twitter	is	steadily	growing,	thanks	to	your	use	of	targeted	hashtags.	What	could	you	do	today	to	begin	marketing	your	book,	so	you	can	whet	the	appetites	of	your	genres	biggest	fans	among	your	social	media	connections	and	email	subscribers?	We	keep	abreast	of	indie	publishing	trends	and	tactics	to	help	writers	like	you	make	a	good
living	with	their	books.	Because	it	can	be	done.	And	if	thats	your	goal,	Ill	do	everything	I	can	to	help	you	get	there.	Authors	need	to	have	a	firm	grasp	on	all	the	different	genres	of	books	in	order	to	find	the	perfect	home	for	their	own.	The	tropes	and	expectations	of	a	books	genre	will	inform	its	content	and	style	during	the	writing	process,	as	well	as
fundamentals	such	as	word	count.	But	its	also	central	to	the	marketing	of	a	book,	determining	its	target	audience	and	those	all-important	Amazon	categories.	Get	your	genre	wrong	and	you	could	be	waving	goodbye	to	book	sales	and	saying	hello	to	unsatisfied	reader	reviews!	How	many	book	genres	are	there?	Though	were	only	covering	35	of	the
most	popular	in	this	post,	there	are	around	50	genres	in	total	the	exact	number	depends	on	who	you	ask.	If	you	take	subgenres	into	account,	over	on	Reedsy	Discovery	we	have	107	different	categories,	while	Amazon	has	over	16,000!	That	can	be	a	lot	to	take	in.	So	if	you'd	like	some	personalized	guidance,	we	recommend	taking	this	1-minute	quiz	that
will	point	you	towards	your	genre	(and	subgenre).	Which	genre	(or	subgenre)	am	I	writing?	Find	out	which	genre	your	book	belongs	to.	It	only	takes	a	minute!	For	an	overview	of	all	of	the	genres,	that's	what	the	rest	of	this	post	is	for.	Theres	bound	to	be	a	genre	thats	the	perfect	fit	for	your	book	all	you	have	to	do	is	find	it!	Fiction	genres	Writing
fiction	is	the	act	of	weaving	a	series	of	lies	to	arrive	at	a	greater	truth.	Khaled	Hosseini	Fantasy	This	book	genre	is	characterized	by	elements	of	magic	or	the	supernatural	and	is	often	inspired	by	mythology	or	folklore.	In	high	fantasy	one	thats	set	in	an	entirely	fictional	world	these	magical	elements	are	at	the	forefront	of	the	plot,	as	in	Trudi
CanavansBlack	Magician	trilogy.	In	low	fantasy	or	magical	realism,	however,	magic	is	subtly	woven	into	an	otherwise	familiar,	real-world	setting.	You	can	delve	intofantasys	many	subgenres	toget	to	know	your	Arcanepunk	from	your	Flintlock,	and	find	your	books	home!	Pro	tip	for	writing	fantasy:	To	make	your	world	feels	real	and	functional,	make
sure	its	grounded	in	rules	an	internal	rationale,	so	to	speak,	encompassing	everything	from	the	workings	of	your	society	to	your	magic	system.	Science	Fiction	Though	science	fiction	and	fantasy	are	often	considered	two	sides	of	the	same	(speculative	fiction)	coin,	sci-fi	is	distinguished	by	its	preoccupation	with	real	or	real-feeling	science.	Lots	of	sci-fi
is	set	in	the	distant	future,	which	makes	it	a	seedbed	for	stories	about	time	travel	and	space	exploration.	But	your	science	fiction	novel	doesnt	need	to	be	inspired	by	hard	science	like	physics	and	astronomy.	Some	popular	worksin	this	genre	reflect	on	soft	sciences,	such	as	sociology	and	anthropology,	to	predict	the	future	of	the	human	race	more	on
that	next!	Dystopian	A	popular	genre	of	science	fiction,	dystopian	novels	offer	a	bleak	and	frightening	vision	of	the	future.	Authors	writing	dystopias	imagine	a	grim	society,	often	in	the	aftermath	of	a	disaster,	facing	things	like	oppressive	governments,	Black	Mirror-esque	technology,	and	environmental	ruin.	From	widely	popular	series	like	The
Hunger	Games	to	critically-acclaimed	classics	like	1984,	the	enduring	appeal	of	dystopian	fiction	lies	in	our	burning	desire	to	know	where	mankind	is	headed	and	our	perverse	enjoyment	of	dark	stories,	so	long	as	they	arent	actually	happening	to	us.	Hire	an	editor	in	your	genre	today	Action	&	Adventure	If	youre	writing	adventure,	then	chances	are
your	book	follows	the	structure	of	the	Heros	Journey,	also	known	as	the	monomyth.	Your	protagonist	has	a	very	important	goal	to	achieve,	but	theyre	really	going	to	have	to	go	through	the	wringer	first!	You	throw	up	obstacle	after	obstacle,	putting	your	hero	in	downright	dangerous	situations	but	eventually,	they	triumph	and	return	home
transformed.The	action	and	adventure	genre	also	complements	a	huge	range	of	others,	which	means	it	has	its	fingers	in	everything	fromfantasy	novels	like	The	Hobbit	to	classic	romance	like	Jane	Eyre.	Mystery	Also	called	detective	fiction,	this	book	genre	is	characterized	by	a	gripping	plot	that	revolves	around	a	mystery	but	hopefully,	youve	cracked
that	clue!	The	setting,	characters,	and	tone	of	your	book	will	determine	precisely	which	category	it	falls	under:	cozy	mystery,	hardboiled,	or	something	in	between.	But	at	the	core	of	any	mystery	is	a	crime	that	must	be	solved	by	the	protagonist.	To	get	a	sense	of	the	clever	trail	of	clues	thats	so	vital	to	this	genre,	check	out	Murder	on	the	Orient
Express	by	Agatha	Christie	the	grande	dame	of	mystery	fiction.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	mystery:	When	planning	your	novel,	consult	the	Fichtean	curve,	a	narrative	structure	that	emphasizes	mini-crises,	ratcheting	up	the	tension	to	keep	readers	anxious	to	reach	the	climax.	Horror	What	unites	the	books	in	this	genre	is	not	theme,	plot,	or	setting,	but	the
feeling	they	inspire	in	the	reader:	your	pulse	quickens,	and	your	skin	prickles	as	you	turn	the	page	with	bated	breath.	Of	course,	this	feeling	of	dread	only	comes	about	if	the	author	creates	the	right	atmosphere	an	essential	feature	dependent	on	the	subgenre.	Gothic	horror,	for	example,	sends	a	shiver	down	your	spine	with	spooky	settings	and
paranormal	elements,	while	gross-out	horror	shocks	the	reader	with	hacked-up	flesh	and	buckets	of	blood.	The	master	of	horror	fiction	in	all	its	guises?	Stephen	King,	of	course.	Pro	tip	for	writing	horror:	Make	the	stakes	plain	and	straightforward	survival,	the	death	of	a	loved	one,	etc.	and	clearly	establish	them	for	the	reader,	so	they	are	in	no	doubt
about	the	characters	motivation.	Thriller	&	Suspense	A	horror	story	can	also	be	called	a	thriller,	if	it	employs	psychological	fear	to	build	suspense.	But	not	all	thrillers	are	horror	stories.	So	what	are	they?	While	this	book	genre	encompasses	many	of	the	same	elements	as	mystery,	in	a	thriller	the	protagonist	is	usually	acting	to	save	their	own	life,
rather	than	to	solve	the	crime.	Thrillers	typically	include	cliffhangers,	deception,	high	emotional	stakes,	and	plenty	of	action	keeping	the	reader	on	the	edge	of	their	seat	until	the	books	climax.	Gillian	Flynns	Gone	Girl	is	a	masterclass	in	the	dark,	mysterious	thriller.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	thriller:	Avoid	anything	that	bogs	down	the	pacing.	If	you	notice
that	a	scene	is	getting	tied	up	in	everyday	details,	or	doesnt	add	enough	excitement	to	the	plot,	rewrite	it	or	cut	it	altogether!	Historical	Fiction	This	book	genre	encompasses	fictional	stories	in	a	historical	setting,	carefully	balancing	creativity	and	facts.	In	most	cases,	the	characters	and	events	are	imagined	by	the	author	and	enriched	with	historically
accurate	details	from	a	specific	time	period.	Take	The	Help	by	Kathryn	Stockett,	for	example	a	fictional	story	set	in	Mississippi	during	the	Civil	Rights	Movement.	But	occasionally,	as	is	the	case	with	Hilary	Mantels	Cromwell	trilogy,	the	author	builds	the	main	story	around	real	historical	figures	and	events.	Like	almost	all	of	these	genres,	it's	crucial
that	historical	fiction	works	in	exposition	and	historical	detail	subtly.	Want	to	learn	more	about	how	to	do	this?	Check	out	our	free	course	on	the	golden	writing	rule,	Show,	Don't	Tell.	FREE	COURSE	Show,	Don't	Tell	Master	the	golden	rule	of	writing	in	10	five-minute	lessons.	Romance	Romance	is	so	frequently	used	as	a	subplot	that	it	can	sometimes
be	tricky	to	know	whether	or	not	youre	writing	in	this	genre.	The	key	thing	to	remember	is	that	the	romantic	relationship	must	be	the	center	point	of	the	plot.	(Other	giveaways	include	a	happily	ever	after	ending	and	the	warm	fuzzies.)	If	your	novel	has	a	romantic	relationship	at	its	heart	and	is	perfectly	at	home	in	another	genre,	it	probably	falls	into
one	of	romances	many	subgenres,	including	but	not	limited	to:	young	adult	romance,	paranormal	romance,	and	historical	romance.	Womens	Fiction	Womens	fiction	is	an	umbrella	term	for	books	written	to	target	a	female	audience,	generally	reflecting	on	the	shared	experience	of	being	a	woman	or	the	growth	of	a	female	protagonist.	Because	of	this
rather	broad	definition,	authors	will	quite	often	write	a	romance	novel	or	mystery,	for	example,	that	could	also	be	labeled	womens	fiction.	Despite	the	connotations	of	one	alternative	name	for	this	genre	(chick-lit),	many	critically	acclaimed	bestsellers,	including	Jaqueline	Woodsons	Red	at	The	Bone,	fall	under	its	purview.	LGBTQ+	Any	fiction	with
authentic	LGBTQ+	representation	falls	into	this	book	genre.	Its	important	to	note	that	while	your	books	queer	characters	should	feature	in	the	main	plot,	the	centerpiece	of	your	plot	doesnt	have	to	be	a	romance.	In	fact,	there	doesnt	need	to	be	any	romance	at	all!	This	means	that	your	fantasy,	thriller,	or	historical	novel	could	fall	under	the	LGBTQ+
umbrella.	Contemporary	Fiction	This	book	genre	is	occasionally	lumped	in	with	others	to	indicate	that	the	book	takes	place	in	the	present	day.	But	in	its	simplest	form,	contemporary	fiction	is	better	understood	as	the	absence	of	a	genre.	Your	book	doesnt	need	tropes	and	trappings,	monsters	and	mysteries,	when	its	tension,	drama,	and	conflict	lies	in
the	quirks	and	quandaries	of	your	protagonists	everyday	life:	work,	politics,	relationships,	and	the	struggles	of	the	modern	era.	Literary	Fiction	Like	contemporary	fiction,	books	considered	literary	fiction	cant	be	neatly	filed	under	any	other	genre.	What	distinguishes	this	genre	from	contemporary	fiction	is	that	works	of	literary	fiction	are	thought	to
have	considerable	artistic	value.	If	your	prose	is	meant	to	engage	the	reader	in	thought,	if	your	narrative	is	character-driven	and	introspective,	and	if	you	provide	personal	or	social	commentary	on	a	serious	theme,	then	chances	are	youre	writing	lit-fic.	Modern	classics	by	the	likes	of	Virginia	Woolf	or	Ali	Smith	would	be	labeled	literary	fiction.	Like	we
mentioned,	lit-fic	is	heavy	on	character,	and	lighter	on	plot.	If	you're	interested	in	writing	a	character-driven	story,	try	out	our	profile	template	for	developing	well-rounded,	fully	realized	ones.	FREE	RESOURCE	Reedsys	Character	Profile	Template	A	story	is	only	as	strong	as	its	characters.	Fill	this	out	to	develop	yours.	Magical	Realism	You	may
remember	us	mentioning	magical	realism	under	the	umbrella	of	fantasy	but	considering	its	highbrow	style	and	literary	prestige,	magical	realism	is	often	considered	a	genre	in	its	own	right.	Its	hallmarks	include	a	real-world	setting,	a	cast	of	run-of-the-mill	characters	(no	vampires,	fairies,	or	sorcerers),	a	fluid	and	non-linear	timeline,	and	supernatural
happenings	a	baby	born	with	feathered	wings,	or	an	egg	hatching	a	ruby	left	unexplained.	Authors	like	Toni	Morrison	have	used	this	literary	style	to	grapple	with	serious	social	ills,	from	colonialism	to	fascism	and	slavery.	Graphic	Novel	Some	book	genres	arent	defined	by	their	content	at	all,	but	by	their	form.	Graphic	novels	are	presented	to	the
reader	through	narrative	art	(illustrations	and	typography)	either	in	the	traditional	panel	layout	youll	be	familiar	with	from	comic	books,	or	in	the	artists	own	style.	Once	considered	cheap	entertainment	for	children,	graphic	novels	are	increasingly	read	and	respected	these	days	for	their	rich	blend	of	visuals	and	writing.	This	powerful	method	of
storytelling	now	portrays	everything	from	memoirs,	to	manga,	to	adaptations	of	classic	literature.	Short	Story	Though	they	can	belong	to	any	of	the	other	book	genres	on	this	list,	short	stories	are	frequently	grouped	together	in	their	own	genre	because	theyre,	well,	so	much	shorter	than	novels.	Often	the	author	will	compile	a	collection	linked	together
by	a	narrative	thread	or,	more	commonly,	a	shared	theme.	The	stories	in	A	Manual	for	Cleaning	Women	by	Lucia	Berlin,	for	example,	follow	a	series	of	women	in	different	occupations	from	cleaning	women	to	ER	nurses	all	struggling	to	survive.	Young	Adult	Young	adult	fiction,	or	YA,	targets	readers	aged	12-18and	reflects	its	readership	by	following
teenage	characters	as	they	grapple	with	the	unique	challenges	of	adolescence.	Most	works	of	YA	fiction	can	be	labeled	coming-of-age	novels	in	which	the	characters	exit	childhood	and	enter	adulthood	a	transition	that	results	in	a	loss	of	innocence	and	a	shifting	sense	of	identity.	Some	of	the	biggest	bestsellers	in	recent	years	have	belonged	to	this
genre,	including	The	Hate	U	Give	by	Angie	Thomas	and	any	YA	novels	by	John	Green.	Pro	tip	for	writing	young	adult	fiction:	Though	your	teen	characters	voice	should	be	true	to	her	life	experience,	you	should	never	dumb	down	the	language,	story,	or	style	choices	in	a	YA	novel.	New	Adult	The	shiny	new	penny	on	this	book	genres	list,	new	adult	is	like
young	adult	aged-up:	coming-of-age	stories	after	the	messiness	of	adolescence.	Its	college-age	protagonists	are	walked	through	the	gauntlet	of	becoming	fully-fledged	grownups,	ditching	the	stress	of	the	SATs	and	senior	prom	for	college	exams,	career	transitions,	and	more	mature	first	times.	Big	names	in	New	Adult,	like	Cora	Carmack,	tend	to	write
steamy	romances	set	in	dorm	rooms.	But	this	genre	isnt	all	about	collegiate	love	stories	your	gritty	urban	fantasy	or	immersive	historical	fiction	could	find	its	home	here,	too.	Childrens	Books	in	this	genre	are	written	with	readers	under	the	age	of	twelve	in	mind.	Of	course,	kids	will	do	a	lot	of	growing	between	the	ages	of	zero	and	twelve,	which	is	why
childrens	books	range	from	baby	board	books	all	the	way	up	to	middle	grade	epics	of	50,000	words.	Hopefully,	if	youre	writing	childrens	literature,	you	already	know	you	are.	But	its	crucial	that	you	also	know	which	age	group	youre	trying	to	target,	as	this	will	impact	the	themes,	characters,	and	complexity	of	your	book.	Nonfiction	genres	This	is	a
broad	category	encompassing	a	number	of	nonfiction	subgenres.	From	memoirs	and	biographies	to	books	to	self-help	and	true	crime	books,	there's	a	type	of	nonfiction	for	every	kind	of	reader.	Both	memoirs	and	autobiographies	provide	a	true	account	of	the	authors	life.	They	differ	in	that	an	autobiography	provides	a	chronological	account	of	your
lifes	events	and	accomplishments,	whereas	a	memoir	puts	the	emphasis	on	only	the	most	defining,	emotional	moments.	Generally,	these	moments	are	drawn	together	by	a	single	theme	or	a	significant	time,	place,	or	relationship	to	communicate	a	message	you	wish	to	share	with	readers.	I	Know	Why	The	Caged	Bird	Sings	by	Maya	Angelouis	a	popular
example	of	a	memoir.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	memoir:	Treat	yourself	as	an	interview	subject	and	ask	yourself	questions	that	will	trigger	those	life-defining	stories	the	ups	and	downs,	the	events	that	shaped	you,	what	you	sacrificed,	what	you	learned.	Like	autobiographies,	biographies	provide	readers	with	a	persons	life	story;	but	theyre	written	in	the
third	person	by	someone	other	than	the	subject.	Generally,	the	subject	of	a	biography	is	(or	was)	well-known	somebody	whose	life	can	teach	readers	an	interesting	lesson	worth	learning.	Biographies,	memoirs,	and	autobiographies	differ	from	the	rest	of	the	nonfiction	on	this	list,	in	that	they	weave	a	narrative	in	almost	the	same	way	a	novel	does.	A
great	biography,	like	Ron	Chernows	Alexander	Hamilton,	isnt	a	laundry	list	of	events,	but	a	life-giving	tribute.	Food	&	Drink	Food	and	drink	is	one	of	nonfictions	hottest	book	genres,	making	it	a	crowded	and	highly	competitive	market.	As	a	result,	todays	cookbooks	tend	to	cater	to	specific	cuisines,	dietary,	and/or	lifestyle	needs.	If	youre	writing	a
cookbook,	you	might	consider	pairing	recipes	with	nutritional	information,	short	autobiographical	narratives,	or	even	workouts.	Jo	Wickss	30	Day	Kickstart	Plan	and	Less	Fuss	No	Waste	Kitchen	by	Lindsay	Miles	are	excellent	examples	of	modern	cookbooks.	Art	&	Photography	This	genre	is	home	to	a	few	different	kinds	of	books,	all	united	by	their
love	of	art.	Your	book	could	find	its	way	into	this	vibrant	and	stylish	genre	if	it	discusses	an	artists	work	or	an	artistic	style	in	detail;	if	it	teaches	a	specific	art	method;	if	it	explores	a	facet	of	art	history;	or	if	it	showcases	your	own	art	in	that	chic,	coffee-table	book	way.	Self-help	Some	of	the	bestselling	books	in	nonfiction,	self-help	books	encourage
personal	improvement	and	confidence.	Whether	the	focus	is	on	relationships,	emotional	well-being,	or	finances,	if	youre	writing	a	book	that	aims	to	uplift	and	empower	the	reader,	then	youre	probably	writing	self-help.	History	The	books	in	this	genre	lay	down	the	known	facts	about	a	historical	era,	event,	or	figure.	And	since	this	is	nonfiction,	all	the
facts	have	to	be	accurate	(though	that	doesnt	mean	theres	no	room	for	inference	or	opinion).	The	goal	of	these	books	is	to	educate	and	inform	the	reader,	so	this	genre	does	include	all	those	textbooks	you	used	in	school.	But	many	history	books	ditch	the	play-by-play	format	to	chronicle	the	past	in	a	way	more	akin	to	storytelling.	One	of	our	favorite
history	books	is	Sapiens:	A	Brief	History	of	Mankind	by	Yuval	Noah	Harari.	Travel	Travel	memoirs	and	travelogues,	like	Jonathan	Glanceys	The	Journey	Matters,	take	us	all	over	the	world,	giving	even	the	most	devoted	homebodies	a	tantalizing	taste	of	adventure,	wildlife,	and	the	great	outdoors.	These	pocket-sized	books	featuring	destination	reviews,
lists	of	where	to	eat	and	what	to	see,	and	tips	for	traveling	on	a	budget	are	without	a	doubt	some	of	the	most	useful	titles	on	the	shelves.	True	Crime	Crime-fiction	writers	have	put	some	pretty	twisted	plots	to	paper,	but	if	you	prefer	to	chronicle	real	crimes	in	all	their	haunting	and	fascinating	detail,	then	the	true	crime	genre	is	where	your	book
belongs.	From	infamous	murders	to	domestic	disappearances,	works	in	this	genre	pen	true	stories,	about	all	things	fearful	and	forbidden,	that	read	as	smoothly	as	well-crafted	fiction.	Humor	Laugh-out-loud	memoirs	by	the	funniest	celebs,	satirical	essays	from	the	likes	of	David	Sedaris,	or	gag	gifts	like	How	to	Adult	all	the	books	in	this	rib-tickling
genre	are	written	with	one	thing	in	mind:	making	readers	laugh!	So	if	youve	compiled	a	collection	of	all	your	favorite	dad	jokes	or	penned	a	cathartic	brain-dump	of	your	most	cringe-worthy	memories,	then	your	book	may	also	belong	in	the	humor	genre.	Essays	An	essay	may	sound	like	a	boring	assignment	from	your	school	years,	but	the	books	in	this
genre	are	among	some	of	the	most	moving	and	inspirational	works	of	literature	there	are.	Many	powerful	voices	like	James	Baldwin	and	Roxane	Gay	have	used	these	short	works	to	reflect	on	their	own	personal	experiences	and	views,	combining	them	into	a	collection	that	serves	as	an	eye-opening	social	commentary	on	a	particular	theme	or	subject.
Guide/How-to	Readers	turn	to	this	book	genre	to	develop	a	skill,	hobby,	or	craft.	So	if	youre	an	expert	in	a	particular	field	and	youve	written	a	book	showing	hobbyists	how	to	achieve	something	specific	(like	how	to	master	chess	openings	or	a	guide	to	floristry),	then	this	is	its	home!	Of	course,	one	dead	giveaway	might	be	your	books	title.	Religion	&
Spirituality	From	histories	of	the	Catholic	Church	to	spiritual	guidebooks	and	memoirs	of	the	Eat,	Pray,	Love	variety,	this	genre	has	a	place	for	anything	and	everything	related	to	the	topics	of	religion	and	spirituality.	Humanities	&	Social	Sciences	Got	something	wise	to	say?	Then	your	book	might	just	belong	among	the	books	of	this	eclectic	genre	as
long	as	it	discusses	a	topic	related	to	(deep	breath):	philosophy,	history,	literature,	language,	art,	religion,	music,	or	the	human	condition.	This	might	seem	like	a	pretty	wide	net	to	fall	into,	but	keep	in	mind	that	books	in	this	genre	are	typically	quite	academic;	if	youve	written	more	of	a	free-flowing	spiritual	guide,	it	probably	belongs	in	the	previous
genre.	Parenting	&	Families	Parents	and	families	struggling	with	discipline,	education,	bonding,	the	care	of	a	newborn	baby,	or	a	child	with	special	needs,	can	turn	to	this	well-stocked	genre	of	books	when	they	need	to	bring	in	the	reinforcements.	If	youve	written	a	memoir	thatll	have	families	whole-heartedly	nodding	in	agreement,	or	a	guide
brimming	with	advice	for	frazzled	parents,	then	you	can	find	a	place	for	your	book	in	the	parenting	and	families	section.	Science	&	Technology	The	job	of	science	nonfiction	is	not	to	predict	the	future,	but	to	make	sense	of	the	world	were	currently	living	in	which,	quite	honestly,	can	feel	like	science	fiction	to	some	of	us!	Readers	of	this	genre	range
from	complete	beginners	trying	to	understand	the	things	around	them	to	technophiles	whose	brains	are	whirring	to	keep	up	with	the	pace	of	change,	so	theres	bound	to	be	a	niche	for	your	book,	however	advanced	it	is.	Childrens	As	much	as	kids	love	fairytales	and	talking	animals,	theyre	often	just	as	happy	to	pick	up	a	nonfiction	book	at	storytime.
Whether	its	an	activity	book	to	keep	them	busy,	a	powerful	true	story	like	Malalas	Magic	Pencil,	or	a	childrens	encyclopedia	to	feed	their	brains,	childrens	nonfiction	is	all	about	making	learning	fun.	And	the	wildly	popular	Horrible	Histories	series	has	proven	that	this	genre	can	compete	with	wizards	and	superheroes	at	every	age!	There	you	have	it:
35	of	the	most	popular	genres	of	books.	Hopefully,	this	list	will	help	you	get	your	foot	in	the	right	door.	But	if	your	book	doesnt	slot	neatly	into	any	of	these	categories,	dont	be	afraid	to	declare	it	a	hybrid,	or	to	dig	a	little	deeper	into	the	subcategories	that	youll	find	in	the	shade	of	these	umbrella	genres.	And	no	matter	what	kind	of	book	you're	writing,
check	out	our	book	development	template	to	get	started.	FREE	RESOURCE	Get	our	Book	Development	Template	Use	this	template	to	go	from	a	vague	idea	to	a	solid	plan	for	a	first	draft.	Books	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizesbut	what	truly	sets	them	apart	is	genre.	Whether	youre	chasing	dragons,	solving	murders,	or	exploring	inner	truths,	the	genre	of	a
book	shapes	everything	from	the	storys	tone	to	its	themes	and	structure.	This	complete	guide	breaks	down	the	wide	range	of	book	genresfrom	timeless	classics	to	niche	subcategorieshelping	readers	and	writers	alike	navigate	the	literary	landscape.	Whether	youre	seeking	your	next	favorite	read	or	trying	to	define	your	own	writing,	this	list	has	you
covered.	What	Is	a	Book	Genre?	A	book	genre	is	a	category	that	defines	the	style,	content,	and	form	of	a	book.	Genres	help	readers	identify	the	type	of	story	or	information	they	can	expect,	ranging	from	fiction	and	nonfiction	to	subcategories	like	mystery,	romance,	science	fiction,	and	more.	Genres	shape	reader	expectations	and	influence	how	stories
are	told	and	marketed.	Types	of	Book	Genres	Book	genres	can	be	broadly	divided	into	two	main	categories:	fiction	and	nonfiction.	Fiction	genres	include	various	storytelling	styles	such	as	science	fiction,	fantasy,	and	historical	fiction,	while	nonfiction	genres	encompass	works	based	on	facts	and	real-life	events	like	memoirs,	biographies,	and	essays.
Each	genre	serves	a	different	purpose	and	caters	to	diverse	reader	interests.	Fantasy	Book	Genres	List	High	(Epic)	Fantasy	High	Fantasy	is	set	in	expansive	secondary	worlds	with	their	own	histories,	cultures,	and	magic	systems,	often	featuring	sprawling	casts	and	intricate	lore.	Stakes	usually	involve	the	fate	of	kingdoms	or	even	entire	worlds,	and
conflicts	are	drawn	in	stark	terms	of	good	versus	evil.	Readers	come	for	the	immersive	worldbuilding	and	grand	thematic	arcs.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	by	J.R.R.	Tolkien	The	Stormlight	Archive	by	Brandon	Sanderson	The	Wheel	of	Time	by	Robert	Jordan	Urban	(Contemporary)	Fantasy	Urban	Fantasy	places	magical	or	supernatural	elements	into	our
modern,	everyday	world,	often	hiding	them	just	beneath	the	surface.	Protagonists	typically	straddle	both	mundane	and	mystical	realms,	negotiating	magical	politics	alongside	coffee	runs.	This	subgenre	blends	familiar	settings	with	the	thrill	of	discovering	hidden	magic.	Storm	Front	by	Jim	Butcher	Neverwhere	by	Neil	Gaiman	Rivers	of	London	by	Ben
Aaronovitch	Dark	Fantasy	Dark	Fantasy	melds	elements	of	horror	and	fantasy,	presenting	morally	ambiguous	characters	and	oppressive	atmospheres.	Magic	in	Dark	Fantasy	often	comes	with	a	corrupting	price,	and	villains	can	be	as	sympathetic	as	heroes.	The	mood	leans	toward	the	eerie,	exploring	the	shadow	side	of	enchantment.	The	Poppy	War
by	R.F.	Kuang	The	Black	Company	by	Glen	Cook	The	First	Law	trilogy	by	Joe	Abercrombie	Grimdark	Grimdark	is	an	especially	brutal	variant	of	Dark	Fantasy,	emphasizing	graphic	violence,	cynical	outlooks,	and	protagonists	who	operate	in	shades	of	grey.	Worldbuilding	is	often	bleak,	and	happy	endings	are	rare	or	bittersweet.	It	challenges	heroic
tropes	by	showing	the	moral	cost	of	survival.	A	Game	of	Thrones	by	George	R.R.	Martin	Prince	of	Thorns	by	Mark	Lawrence	Malazan	Book	of	the	Fallen	by	Steven	Erikson	Sword	and	Sorcery	Sword	and	Sorcery	focuses	on	swift-paced	adventures	featuring	solitary	heroes,	visceral	combat,	and	magic	used	sparingly	for	spectacle.	Plots	tend	to	be
episodicquests,	heists,	and	dungeon	raidsrather	than	world-spanning	wars.	The	tone	is	energetic	and	often	roguish.	Conan	the	Barbarian	by	Robert	E.	Howard	Fafhrd	and	the	Gray	Mouser	by	Fritz	Leiber	The	Chronicles	of	Amber	by	Roger	Zelazny	Portal	Fantasy	Portal	Fantasy	transports	a	character	from	our	world	into	a	fully	realized	alternate	realm
via	a	portal	(wardrobe,	rabbit	hole,	mirror).	The	narrative	explores	both	the	wonder	of	discovery	and	the	challenge	of	navigating	unfamiliar	laws	of	magic.	It	balances	two	worlds,	often	contrasting	mundane	life	with	fantastical	adventure.	The	Chronicles	of	Narnia	by	C.S.	Lewis	Alices	Adventures	in	Wonderland	by	Lewis	Carroll	Coraline	by	Neil
Gaiman	Fairy-Tale	Retelling	Fairy-Tale	Retellings	reimagine	classic	folk	or	fairy	tales,	updating	themes,	characters,	or	settings	to	explore	new	angles.	Authors	may	shift	perspectives,	deepen	villains,	or	transplant	tales	into	modern	or	exotic	locales.	The	result	blends	nostalgia	with	fresh	interpretation.	Uprooted	by	Naomi	Novik	Spinning	Silver	by



Naomi	Novik	Beauty	by	Robin	McKinley	Mythic	Fantasy	Mythic	Fantasy	draws	upon	existing	myths,	legends,	or	folkloreGreek	epics,	Norse	sagas,	or	indigenous	talesand	weaves	them	into	new	narratives.	It	often	retains	divine	or	supernatural	figures	as	central	characters,	examining	the	human	side	of	gods.	The	subgenre	bridges	ancient	storytelling
and	contemporary	themes.	American	Gods	by	Neil	Gaiman	Circe	by	Madeline	Miller	The	Song	of	Achilles	by	Madeline	Miller	Steampunk	Fantasy	Steampunk	Fantasy	fuses	Victorian-era	technologysteam	power,	clockwork	machinerywith	magical	or	speculative	elements.	Settings	often	feature	airships,	automatons,	and	alchemical	wonders	alongside
corsets	and	top	hats.	It	celebrates	a	retro-futuristic	aesthetic	that	reimagines	the	Industrial	Age.	Leviathan	by	Scott	Westerfeld	Perdido	Street	Station	by	China	Miville	The	Aeronauts	Windlass	by	Jim	Butcher	Paranormal	Fantasy	Paranormal	Fantasy	blends	elements	of	traditional	fantasy	with	supernatural	occurrences,	such	as	ghosts,	vampires,	or
psychics.	These	stories	often	take	place	in	a	world	similar	to	our	own	but	enhanced	with	hidden	magical	elements.	It	is	closely	related	to	urban	fantasy	and	horror,	often	sharing	dark	themes	and	modern	settings.	Twilight	by	Stephenie	Meyer	The	Mortal	Instruments	by	Cassandra	Clare	Dead	Until	Dark	by	Charlaine	Harris	Historical	Fantasy	Historical
Fantasy	combines	real	historical	settings	with	magical	or	fantastical	elements.	These	stories	often	explore	alternate	histories	where	myth,	magic,	or	supernatural	creatures	exist	within	actual	past	eras.	It	bridges	the	gap	between	historical	fiction	and	epic	or	high	fantasy.	Jonathan	Strange	&	Mr	Norrell	by	Susanna	Clarke	The	Golem	and	the	Jinni	by
Helene	Wecker	Outlander	by	Diana	Gabaldon	Young	Adult	Fantasy	Young	Adult	Fantasy	targets	teen	readers	but	is	widely	enjoyed	by	adults	as	well.	These	stories	typically	follow	adolescent	protagonists	dealing	with	coming-of-age	themes	alongside	magical	adventures	or	supernatural	challenges.	It	can	encompass	any	fantasy	subgenre,	from	high
fantasy	to	paranormal	or	dystopian.	Harry	Potter	by	J.K.	Rowling	Throne	of	Glass	by	Sarah	J.	Maas	An	Ember	in	the	Ashes	by	Sabaa	Tahir	Romance	Book	Types	Contemporary	Romance	Contemporary	Romance	explores	modern	relationships	framed	by	todays	social	and	cultural	dynamics.	Characters	face	real-world	obstacles	such	as	career	pressures,
family	expectations,	and	digital-age	challenges.	The	tone	is	relatable,	often	blending	humor	with	heartfelt	emotion.	The	Hating	Game	by	Sally	Thorne	One	Day	in	December	by	Josie	Silver	It	Ends	with	Us	by	Colleen	Hoover	Historical	Romance	Historical	Romance	transports	readers	to	past	erasRegency	balls,	Victorian	society,	or	the	Roaring	20swhile
centering	on	a	love	story.	The	eras	customs,	class	structures,	and	etiquette	create	both	obstacles	and	dramatic	tension.	Readers	savor	the	romantic	arc	alongside	rich	period	detail.	Outlander	by	Diana	Gabaldon	Pride	and	Prejudice	by	Jane	Austen	The	Bronze	Horseman	by	Paullina	Simons	Paranormal	Romance	Paranormal	Romance	blends	love	stories
with	supernatural	elementsvampires,	witches,	shapeshifters,	or	ghosts.	Tension	arises	from	the	forbidden	nature	of	the	relationship	or	the	dangers	inherent	in	the	magical	world.	The	otherworldly	stakes	heighten	both	passion	and	peril.	Twilight	by	Stephenie	Meyer	Dark	Lover	by	J.R.	Ward	A	Discovery	of	Witches	by	Deborah	Harkness	Romantic
Suspense	Romantic	Suspense	merges	the	emotional	payoff	of	romance	with	the	tension	of	a	thriller.	Protagonists	must	navigate	both	their	burgeoning	feelings	and	life-threatening	challenges.	The	interwoven	plotlines	deliver	both	heart-racing	danger	and	heartwarming	connection.	Rebecca	by	Daphne	du	Maurier	Mr.	Perfect	by	Linda	Howard	The
Witness	by	Nora	Roberts	Regency	Romance	Regency	Romance	specifically	unfolds	during	Englands	Regency	era	(18111820),	emphasizing	ballroom	dances,	social	stratification,	and	strict	etiquette.	Characters	navigate	societal	rules	and	the	marriage	market,	where	a	wrong	step	can	mean	scandal.	Witty	dialogue	and	sharp	social	commentary
accompany	the	romantic	thread.	Venetia	by	Georgette	Heyer	The	Grand	Sophy	by	Georgette	Heyer	Regency	Buck	by	Catherine	Curzon	Dark	Romance	Dark	Romance	explores	intense,	sometimes	taboo	relationships	marked	by	power	imbalances,	moral	ambiguity,	or	emotional	turmoil.	These	stories	often	delve	into	themes	of	obsession,	redemption,
and	the	healing	power	of	love	amidst	trauma.	Readers	experience	both	the	darkness	and	the	hope	of	transformation.	Captive	in	the	Dark	by	C.J.	Roberts	Ruin	and	Rising	by	Penni	Russon	(darker	YA)	Twist	Me	by	Anna	Zaires	Last	Chance	Romance	Last	Chance	Romance	focuses	on	protagonists	who	face	a	final	opportunity	for	lovewhether	reconciling
with	an	ex,	racing	against	time,	or	overcoming	a	personal	barrier.	The	ticking	clock	or	high	stakes	amplify	emotional	intensity.	Themes	of	forgiveness,	sacrifice,	and	seizing	the	moment	drive	the	narrative.	Me	Before	You	by	Jojo	Moyes	Always	and	Forever,	Lara	Jean	by	Jenny	Han	The	Last	Letter	from	Your	Lover	by	Jojo	Moyes	Enemies	to	Lovers
Enemies	to	Lovers	romances	start	with	antagonismrivalry,	misunderstandings,	or	conflicting	goalsbefore	characters	discover	mutual	respect	and	attraction.	The	initial	tension	and	banter	create	both	conflict	and	chemistry.	Transformation	of	hate	into	love	gives	these	stories	a	satisfying	emotional	arc.	The	Hating	Game	by	Sally	Thorne	A	Kingdom	of
Dreams	by	Judith	McNaught	Serpent	&	Dove	by	Shelby	Mahurin	Fake	Dating	In	Fake	Dating	romances,	characters	pretend	to	be	a	coupleoften	for	social	convenience	or	personal	gainonly	to	develop	genuine	feelings.	The	pretense	heightens	awkwardness,	comedic	situations,	and	slow-burn	attraction.	As	the	faade	collapses,	both	characters	must
confront	their	true	desires.	The	Unhoneymooners	by	Christina	Lauren	Dating	You	/	Hating	You	by	Christina	Lauren	Josh	and	Hazels	Guide	to	Not	Dating	by	Christina	Lauren	Young	Adult	Romance	YA	Romance	centers	on	teenage	protagonists	navigating	first	love,	identity,	and	personal	growth.	Themes	often	include	self-discovery,	peer	pressure,	and
the	balance	between	independence	and	connection.	The	tone	is	accessible,	capturing	the	intensity	of	adolescent	emotions.	The	Fault	in	Our	Stars	by	John	Green	Eleanor	&	Park	by	Rainbow	Rowell	To	All	the	Boys	Ive	Loved	Before	by	Jenny	Han	Romantasy	Romantasy	is	a	hybrid	genre	combining	elements	of	fantasy	and	romance,	where	the	romantic
plot	is	central	but	set	within	a	richly	imagined	magical	world.	These	stories	feature	fantastical	settings,	powers,	and	creatures,	often	with	high-stakes	conflicts	that	mirror	the	emotional	arc	of	the	romance.	The	balance	of	world-building	and	emotional	development	creates	an	immersive	and	passionate	reading	experience.	A	Court	of	Thorns	and	Roses
by	Sarah	J.	Maas	From	Blood	and	Ash	by	Jennifer	L.	Armentrout	Throne	of	Glass	by	Sarah	J.	Maas	Mystery	Book	Genres	Cozy	Mystery	Cozy	Mysteries	take	place	in	charming	localesquaint	villages,	small	townsand	feature	amateur	sleuths	rather	than	professional	detectives.	Violence	and	sexual	content	are	downplayed,	focusing	instead	on	the	puzzle
and	community	dynamics.	The	tone	is	warm,	with	a	dash	of	whimsy.	The	Sweetness	at	the	Bottom	of	the	Pie	by	Alan	Bradley	Still	Life	by	Louise	Penny	Cat	Among	the	Pigeons	by	Agatha	Christie	Hard-Boiled	/	Detective	Hard-Boiled	Mysteries	feature	tough,	world-weary	investigators	(often	private	eyes)	in	corrupt	urban	environments.	The	prose	is	lean,
dialogue	sharp,	and	moral	lines	blurred.	These	stories	confront	violence	and	vice	head-on,	trusting	readers	to	keep	pace.	The	Maltese	Falcon	by	Dashiell	Hammett	The	Big	Sleep	by	Raymond	Chandler	The	Long	Goodbye	by	Raymond	Chandler	Police	Procedural	Police	Procedurals	offer	detailed,	realistic	depictions	of	law	enforcement	at	workfrom
crime	scene	investigation	to	courtroom	strategy.	They	emphasize	teamwork,	departmental	politics,	and	the	step-by-step	unraveling	of	evidence.	Readers	get	both	the	intellectual	challenge	of	a	whodunit	and	the	procedural	insight.	In	the	Woods	by	Tana	French	Blue	Monday	by	Nicci	French	The	Cuckoos	Calling	by	Robert	Galbraith	Noir	Noir	Mysteries
double	down	on	cynicism	and	moral	ambiguity,	often	narrated	by	flawed	protagonists	trapped	by	fate.	The	urban	landscape	is	unrelenting,	and	happy	endings	are	rare.	The	atmosphere	is	suffused	with	fatalism	and	existential	despair.	Double	Indemnity	by	James	M.	Cain	Red	Harvest	by	Dashiell	Hammett	Nightmare	Alley	by	William	Lindsay	Gresham
Historical	Mystery	Historical	Mysteries	transplant	the	whodunit	into	a	past	eraVictorian	London,	Renaissance	Italy,	or	Prohibition-era	Americacombining	period	detail	with	crime	solving.	Social	mores	and	technology	of	the	time	become	intrinsic	puzzle	elements.	The	result	is	both	immersive	history	and	intellectual	challenge.	The	Name	of	the	Rose	by
Umberto	Eco	Death	Comes	to	Pemberley	by	P.D.	James	The	Daughter	of	Time	by	Josephine	Tey	Heist	Mystery	Heist	Mysteries	center	around	the	planning,	execution,	and	aftermath	of	a	major	theft	or	robbery,	often	carried	out	by	a	team	of	skilled	criminals.	These	stories	focus	on	clever	strategies,	deception,	and	the	suspense	of	whether	the
perpetrators	will	succeed	or	get	caught.	The	genre	may	blend	elements	of	crime,	thriller,	and	even	comedy.	The	Italian	Job	by	Lionel	White	Oceans	Eleven	by	George	Clayton	Johnson	Whodunit	Whodunit	mysteries	follow	a	traditional	detective	format	where	the	central	question	is	Who	committed	the	crime?	The	reader	is	usually	presented	with	clues
and	red	herrings	alongside	the	detective,	encouraging	them	to	solve	the	puzzle.	These	stories	are	known	for	their	structured	plots	and	surprising	twists.	The	Murder	of	Roger	Ackroyd	by	Agatha	Christie	The	Cuckoos	Calling	by	Robert	Galbraith	Still	Life	by	Louise	Penny	Legal	Thriller	Legal	Thrillers	revolve	around	courtroom	drama,	legal	battles,	and
the	intricacies	of	the	justice	system.	The	protagonist	is	often	a	lawyer	working	against	the	odds	to	uncover	the	truth,	win	a	case,	or	expose	corruption.	These	stories	combine	legal	procedures	with	high-stakes	conflict	and	suspense.	The	Firm	by	John	Grisham	Defending	Jacob	by	William	Landay	Presumed	Innocent	by	Scott	Turow	Private	Detective
Private	Detective	mysteries	feature	independent	investigators	hired	to	solve	crimes	outside	of	official	law	enforcement.	These	protagonists	often	operate	in	morally	gray	areas	and	use	unconventional	methods.	The	genre	has	a	strong	tradition	in	noir	and	hardboiled	fiction.	The	Big	Sleep	by	Raymond	Chandler	The	Maltese	Falcon	by	Dashiell	Hammett
The	No.	1	Ladies	Detective	Agency	by	Alexander	McCall	Smith	General	Kinds	of	Books	Science	Fiction	Science	Fiction	explores	imaginative	and	futuristic	concepts	often	rooted	in	advanced	science	and	technology.	Common	themes	include	space	exploration,	time	travel,	artificial	intelligence,	and	alternate	realities.	The	genre	often	reflects	on
humanitys	relationship	with	technology	and	potential	futures.	Dune	by	Frank	Herbert	Neuromancer	by	William	Gibson	The	Martian	by	Andy	Weir	Historical	Fiction	Historical	Fiction	is	set	in	the	past	and	attempts	to	portray	the	spirit,	manners,	and	social	conditions	of	a	historical	period	with	realistic	detail.	While	characters	may	be	fictional,	the
setting	and	events	are	grounded	in	actual	history.	It	provides	both	entertainment	and	educational	insights	into	different	time	periods.	The	Book	Thief	by	Markus	Zusak	All	the	Light	We	Cannot	See	by	Anthony	Doerr	Wolf	Hall	by	Hilary	Mantel	Horror	Horror	fiction	is	intended	to	frighten,	scare,	or	disgust	the	reader	by	inducing	feelings	of	terror	or
dread.	It	often	features	supernatural	elements,	psychological	fear,	or	physical	violence.	The	genre	plays	on	deep-seated	human	fears	to	create	tension	and	suspense.	It	by	Stephen	King	The	Haunting	of	Hill	House	by	Shirley	Jackson	The	Silent	Patient	by	Alex	Michaelides	Thriller	Thriller	novels	are	fast-paced	and	filled	with	tension,	suspense,	and
excitement.	They	often	involve	crime,	espionage,	or	conspiracies,	with	protagonists	racing	against	time.	The	genre	focuses	on	action	and	plot-driven	storytelling	to	keep	readers	on	the	edge	of	their	seats.	The	Girl	with	the	Dragon	Tattoo	by	Stieg	Larsson	The	Da	Vinci	Code	by	Dan	Brown	Gone	Girl	by	Gillian	Flynn	Adventure	Adventure	fiction	features
journeys,	quests,	or	expeditions,	often	with	a	courageous	hero	facing	danger	and	adversity.	The	focus	is	on	physical	action	and	high-stakes	situations,	frequently	in	exotic	or	treacherous	locales.	Its	often	closely	linked	with	other	genres	like	historical	or	science	fiction.	The	Count	of	Monte	Cristo	by	Alexandre	Dumas	Treasure	Island	by	Robert	Louis
Stevenson	Life	of	Pi	by	Yann	Martel	Literary	Fiction	Literary	Fiction	emphasizes	style,	character,	and	thematic	depth	over	plot.	It	often	explores	complex	emotional	states	and	philosophical	questions.	This	genre	is	more	likely	to	be	character-driven	and	valued	for	its	artistic	merit	and	insight	into	the	human	condition.	Beloved	by	Toni	Morrison	A	Little
Life	by	Hanya	Yanagihara	The	Goldfinch	by	Donna	Tartt	Coming-of-Age	Coming-of-Age	novels	focus	on	a	young	protagonists	growth	from	youth	to	adulthood.	These	stories	explore	themes	of	identity,	maturity,	and	self-discovery.	The	journey	is	often	emotional	and	transformative,	highlighting	personal	challenges	and	milestones.	Catcher	in	the	Rye	by
J.D.	Salinger	The	Perks	of	Being	a	Wallflower	by	Stephen	Chbosky	Eleanor	Oliphant	Is	Completely	Fine	by	Gail	Honeyman	Satire	Satirical	books	use	humor,	irony,	exaggeration,	or	ridicule	to	criticize	or	expose	societal	flaws,	politics,	or	human	vices.	These	works	aim	to	provoke	thought	while	entertaining.	Often	layered,	satire	can	be	both	light-
hearted	and	deeply	biting.	Catch-22	by	Joseph	Heller	Animal	Farm	by	George	Orwell	Good	Omens	by	Neil	Gaiman	and	Terry	Pratchett	Dystopian	Dystopian	fiction	depicts	a	society	that	is	undesirable	or	frightening,	often	under	totalitarian	rule	or	post-apocalyptic	conditions.	These	stories	highlight	themes	of	oppression,	rebellion,	and	survival.	They
serve	as	cautionary	tales	about	current	societal	trends	taken	to	extremes.	1984	by	George	Orwell	The	Handmaids	Tale	by	Margaret	Atwood	Fahrenheit	451	by	Ray	Bradbury	Utopian	Utopian	fiction	presents	an	ideal	society	where	problems	such	as	poverty,	crime,	and	injustice	have	been	eliminated.	These	stories	often	explore	philosophical	or	political
ideas	and	provide	a	contrast	to	dystopian	works.	They	question	whether	a	perfect	society	is	achievable	or	sustainable.	Utopia	by	Thomas	More	Island	by	Aldous	Huxley	Herland	by	Charlotte	Perkins	Gilman	Magical	Realism	Magical	Realism	blends	magical	elements	with	a	realistic	setting,	treating	the	extraordinary	as	part	of	everyday	life.	Its	often
used	to	explore	complex	social	and	cultural	issues.	The	genre	originated	in	Latin	American	literature	but	has	a	global	appeal.	One	Hundred	Years	of	Solitude	by	Gabriel	Garcia	Marquez	Like	Water	for	Chocolate	by	Laura	Esquivel	The	Night	Circus	by	Erin	Morgenstern	Biographical	Fiction	Biographical	Fiction	dramatizes	the	life	of	a	real	person,
blending	fact	with	creative	storytelling.	Authors	may	fill	in	gaps	or	interpret	motives	and	events	through	a	narrative	lens.	These	stories	provide	both	insight	and	entertainment,	straddling	fact	and	fiction.	The	Paris	Wife	by	Paula	McLain	Loving	Frank	by	Nancy	Horan	Memoirs	of	a	Geisha	by	Arthur	Golden	Western	Western	fiction	is	set	in	the	American
frontier,	typically	during	the	18th	to	early	20th	century.	Themes	include	justice,	individualism,	and	survival,	often	featuring	cowboys,	outlaws,	and	rugged	landscapes.	Its	a	genre	shaped	by	cultural	myth	and	history.	Lonesome	Dove	by	Larry	McMurtry	True	Grit	by	Charles	Portis	The	Sisters	Brothers	by	Patrick	deWitt	Graphic	Novels	Graphic	Novels
use	comic-style	art	to	tell	stories	across	all	genres.	They	can	be	fiction	or	nonfiction,	and	appeal	to	both	young	and	adult	readers.	The	format	emphasizes	visual	storytelling	alongside	dialogue	and	narrative.	Maus	by	Art	Spiegelman	Persepolis	by	Marjane	Satrapi	Saga	by	Brian	K.	Vaughan	and	Fiona	Staples	Short	Story	Collections	Short	Story
Collections	include	multiple	short	works	of	fiction	by	one	or	more	authors.	Each	story	may	differ	in	tone,	theme,	or	genre,	offering	varied	experiences	in	one	volume.	Collections	are	ideal	for	readers	who	enjoy	brief	yet	impactful	narratives.	Tenth	of	December	by	George	Saunders	Interpreter	of	Maladies	by	Jhumpa	Lahiri	Her	Body	and	Other	Parties
by	Carmen	Maria	Machado	Complete	List	of	Book	Genres	High	(Epic)	Fantasy	Urban	(Contemporary)	Fantasy	Dark	Fantasy	Grimdark	Sword	and	Sorcery	Portal	Fantasy	Fairy-Tale	Retelling	Mythic	Fantasy	Steampunk	Fantasy	Paranormal	Fantasy	Historical	Fantasy	Young	Adult	Fantasy	Contemporary	Romance	Historical	Romance	Paranormal
Romance	Romantic	Suspense	Regency	Romance	Dark	Romance	Last	Chance	Romance	Enemies	to	Lovers	Fake	Dating	Young	Adult	Romance	Romantasy	Cozy	Mystery	Hard-Boiled	/	Detective	Police	Procedural	Noir	Historical	Mystery	Heist	Mystery	Whodunit	Legal	Thriller	Private	Detective	Science	Fiction	Historical	Fiction	Horror	Thriller	Adventure
Literary	Fiction	Coming-of-Age	Satire	Dystopian	Utopian	Magical	Realism	Biographical	Fiction	Western	Graphic	Novels	Short	Story	Collections	If	you	consider	the	thousands	of	different	books	available	in	the	world,	the	adage,	So	many	books,	so	little	time	takes	on	a	completely	new	meaning.	In	fact,	just	the	genres	and	sub-genres	are	so	many	that
they	are	impossible	to	list	down.All	book	lovers	have	their	own	favorite	genre	in	fact,	multiple	favorite	genres.	In	all	honesty,	there	are	so	many	genres	to	choose	from,	that	there	are	many	who	have	a	preferred	genre	for	every	mood.Book	Genre	ChartWhat	is	a	Genre?A	genre	is	a	category	or	style	of	literature,	music,	art	and	other	forms	of
entertainment.	The	genre	system	first	began	as	a	classification	process	for	ancient	Geek	literature,	including	poetry,	prose,	and	performance.	Each	genre	has	a	specific,	distinct	style	relating	to	theme,	content,	tone,	details,	and	intensity.	Patterns	of	speech	for	a	tragedy	would	not	be	appropriate	for	a	comedy,	for	example.	To	make	matters	even	more
confusing,	most	works	of	fiction	fall	under	more	than	one	genre.	Case	in	point:	Gullivers	Travels	by	Jonathan	Swift	falls	under	classic,	fantasy,	satire,	and	adventure.Types	of	BooksAll	books	can	be	broadly	classified	under	two	main	categories:	fiction	and	non-fictionFictionCheck	PriceA	work	of	fiction	is	one	that	is	derived	from	the	imagination.	The
great	thing	about	fiction	is	that	it	could	be	inspired	or	partially	borrows	from	real-life	situations,	but	that	is	as	far	as	it	could	go.	Fictional	books	are	often	synonymously	categorized	under	the	umbrella	term	of	novel.	The	category	of	fiction	is	immense	and	has	a	huge	plethora	of	sub-divisions	or	genres,	which	is	both	a	boon	and	a	curse	for
bookworms.NonfictionCheck	PriceThe	polar	opposite	of	fictional	books,	nonfiction	books	are	based	on	facts,	true	accounts	of	history	and	real	events.	Also,	unlike	fiction	books,	nonfiction	books	have	relatively	few	genres.	The	most	common	types	of	books	that	make	up	nonfictional	works	are	biographies,	autobiographies,	almanacs	and
encyclopedias.Genres	of	Fiction	BooksAs	mentioned	before,	the	subcategories	of	fiction	are	too	many	to	count.	We	have,	however,	tried	our	best	and	listed	some	of	the	most	common	types	of	genres	below.	Remember,	many	of	these	books	can	be	fitted	under	several	different	genres.ClassicsCheck	PriceHumorist	writer	Mark	Twain	once	said,	Classic	a
book	which	people	praise	and	dont	read.	Perhaps	that	was	true	during	his	time	but	today,	classics	are	some	of	the	most	commonly	read	books	and	are	widely	taught	in	most	schools.	These	books	pertain	to	a	particular	time	period	and	place,	and	are	deemed	to	have	literary	meritsSome	examples	of	famous	literary	classics	are	Little	Women	by	Louisa
May	Alcott,	Alice	in	Wonderland	by	Lewis	Carroll	and	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	by	Charles	Dickens.Check	PriceTragedyCheck	PriceTragedy	is	a	branch	of	drama	written	in	a	serious	style	that	focuses	on	human	suffering	or	tragic	events,	brought	into	motion	most	often	by	a	heroic	individual.	Much	of	the	works	of	tragedy	serves	to	question	the	role	of	man
in	the	universe	and	plays	a	historic	role	in	the	self-definition	of	the	Western	civilization.For	never	was	a	story	of	more	woe	than	this	of	Juliet	and	her	Romeo,	William	Shakespeare	wrote	in	his	tragedy	drama,	Rome	and	Juliet	and	indeed,	he	and	his	Elizabethan	contemporaries	were	the	ones	who	produced	the	most	successful	and	famous	tragedy
dramas	that	survived	the	test	of	ages.Some	famous	tragedies	by	different	writers	are	Hamlet	by	Shakespeare,	Wuthering	Heights	by	Emily	Bronte	and	Requiem	of	a	Dream	by	Hubert	Selby,	Jr.Check	PriceScience	FictionCheck	PriceOne	of	the	most	complex	genres	of	literature,	science-fiction	is	an	umbrella	term	for	a	genre	of	fiction	dealing	with	the
advanced	concepts	of	science,	technology,	time	travel,	space	exploration,	extra	terrestrial	life,	alternate	timelines,	cyberpunk	and	end	of	the	world.	As	such,	science	fiction	books	often	veer	off	into	the	world	of	fantasy,	adventure,	mystery,	supernatural	and	dystopian	fiction.Fortunately,	this	genre	also	encompasses	some	of	the	most	thrilling	literary
works.	Some	examples	of	science	fiction	books	are	Frankenstein	or	The	Modern	Prometheus	(which	is	also	a	tragedy)	by	Mary	Shelley,	The	War	of	the	Worlds	by	H.G.	Wells	and	The	Hitchhikers	Guide	to	the	Galaxy	by	Douglas	Adams.Check	PriceFantasyCheck	PriceThe	most	enjoyed	genre	by	teens,	young	adults	and	even	older	individuals,	fantasy
books	are	works	of	speculative	fiction,	which	generally	revolves	around	magic,	the	supernatural	and	witchcraft.	A	lot	of	fantasy	writers	use	mythology,	theology	and	folklore	as	inspiration.Like	science	fiction,	the	depth	of	this	genre	is	vast	and	contains	sub-genres	like	fairytales,	epic	fantasy,	dark	fantasy,	urban	fantasy,	gods	and	demon	fantasy,	gothic
fiction	and	fables.Some	of	the	most	famous	fantasy	books	include	the	Harry	Potter	series	by	J.K.	Rowling,	Lord	of	the	Rings	by	J.R.	Tolkien,	The	Dark	Tower	series	by	Stephen	King,	The	Folk	of	the	Faraway	Tree	by	Enid	Blyton,	and	The	Chronicles	of	Narnia	by	C.S.	Lewis.Check	PriceFairytaleCheck	PriceFairytale	is	a	subgenre	of	fantasy	but	because
its	such	a	vast	category,	it	deserves	its	own	section.	Most	fairytales	take	the	form	of	short	stories,	though	today,	this	is	not	always	the	case.	Such	books	usually	involve	fairies,	dwarfs,	princesses,	goblins,	unicorns,	elves,	talking	animals,	trolls,	dragons	and	other	magical	creatures.Some	of	the	most	famous	fairytale	books	include	Grimms	Fairy	Tales	by
Jacob	and	Wilhelm	Grimm,	Uprooted	by	Naomi	Novik,	Ella	Enchanted	by	Gail	Carson	and	Snow	White.Check	PriceAdventureCheck	PriceThe	adventure	genre	usually	follows	a	reluctant	hero	leaving	his	familiar	world	behind	to	embark	on	a	dangerous	quest,	where	he	encounters	challenges,	temptations	and	revelations.	Helped	along	by	mentors,
guardians	and	friends,	the	hero	navigates	the	unfamiliar	world	of	adventure,	defeats	evil	and	returns	home,	successful	and	transformed.This	is	one	of	the	most	popular	types	of	creative	fiction	genre	and	is	crossed	by	fantasy,	supernatural,	mystery,	thriller	and	other	sub-genres.	Some	of	the	best	example	of	adventure	fiction	is	Treasure	Island	by	R.	L.
Stevenson,	The	Hobbit	by	J.R.	Tolkien,	the	Prisoner	of	Zenda	by	Anthony	Hope,	The	Odyssey	by	Homer	and	Around	the	World	in	80	Days	by	Jules	Verne.Check	PriceCrime	&	MysteryCheck	PriceThe	crime	and	mystery	genre	of	fiction	usually	revolves	around	a	mysterious	death	or	a	baffling	crime	that	needs	to	be	solved.	Usually,	the	books	main
protagonist	is	a	detective	who	solves	the	mystery	by	logical	deductions.	The	other	characters	are	suspects	and	each	of	them	are	assigned	credible	motives	and	opportunities	to	commit	the	crime.The	best	mystery	novel	genre	usually	focuses	on	the	starkly	different	views	of	morality	and	the	societal	aspects	that	the	hero	and	the	antagonist	represent.
Crimes	and	mystery	novels	are	the	most	popular	genre	in	the	United	States.Some	of	the	most	masterful	mystery	novels	are	Murder	on	the	Orient	Express	by	Agatha	Christie,	Gone	Girl	by	Gillian	Flynn,	The	Da	Vinci	Code	by	Dan	Brown	and	the	Sherlock	Holmes	novels	by	Sir	Arthur	Conan	Doyle.Check	PriceHistorical	FictionHistorical	fiction	is	based
less	on	accurate	historical	facts	and	more	on	imagination.	This	literary	genre	takes	place	in	a	setting	located	in	the	past	and	pays	attention	to	the	mannerism,	society	and	other	details	of	the	period	depicted.	To	make	the	books	seem	true	to	life,	authors	sometimes	insert	notable	historical	figures	in	the	setting,	so	that	readers	can	better	understand	how
these	people	would	have	responded	to	their	environment.Some	historical	novels	include	The	Book	Thief	by	Markus	Zusak,	Schindlers	Ark,	popularly	known	as	Schindlers	List	by	Thomas	Keneally	and	Salt	to	the	Sea	by	Ruta	Sepetys.Check	PriceHumorCheck	PriceA	humorous	fiction	is	a	novel-length	work	of	comedy,	wherein	the	writer	seeks	to	amuse
or	entertain	the	reader	in	a	carefully	woven	narrative.	The	humor	genre	is	also	so	huge	that	it	needs	to	be	divided	into	several	sub-genres,	including	shock	comedy,	horror	comedy,	irony,	satirical	and	parody.Some	of	the	best	humorous	novels	include	My	Family	and	Other	Animals,	(which	is	also	a	semi-fictional	autobiography)	by	Gerald	Durrell,	The
Confessions	of	a	Shopaholic	series	by	Sophie	Kinsella	and	Charlie	and	the	Chocolate	Factory	by	Roald	Dahl.Check	PriceFictional	DiariesCheck	PriceFictional	diaries	are	works	of	literature	where	the	story	is	told	in	the	form	of	a	characters	diary.	This	is	different	from	biographies,	which	only	narrate	true	events,	rather	than	fictionalized	versions	of
fictionalized	characters.Some	notable	examples	of	fictional	diaries	include	The	Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid	series	by	Jeff	Kinney,	Memoirs	of	a	Geisha	by	Arthur	Golden	and	The	Color	Purple	by	Alice	Walker.Check	PriceSatireCheck	PriceOne	of	the	most	complex	and	profound	genres	of	fiction,	satire	features	the	abuses,	vices,	maltreatment,	corruption	and
shortcomings	that	seek	to	shame	societies,	individuals	and	governments	into	improvement.Most	satirical	fictions	feature	dark	humor	and	irony,	although	its	greater	purpose	is	actually	constructive	criticism	of	the	society.Some	famous	examples	are	Lord	of	the	Flies	by	William	Golding,	Animal	Farm	by	George	Orwell,	The	Picture	of	Dorian	Gray	by
Oscar	Wilde	and	The	Clockwork	Orange	by	Anthony	Burgess.Check	PriceRomanceCheck	PriceAlthough	romance	is	a	style	of	heroic	prose	and	verse	narrative	involving	awe-inspiring	incidents	(like	the	Romance	of	the	Three	Kingdoms	by	the	14thcentury	Chinese	writer	Luo	Guanzhong),	these	days	the	genre	mostly	focuses	on	a	loving	relationship
between	two	people.	Often,	these	books	end	in	happy	endings,	although	that	is	not	a	given.	Romance	fictions	also	come	in	a	variety	of	subgenres,	like	historical	romance,	fantasy,	drama	and	paranormal.Some	famous	romance	novels	are	Pride	and	Prejudice	by	Jane	Austen,	Love	in	the	Time	of	Cholera	by	Gabriel	Garcia	Mrquez,	Eleanor	&Park	by
Rainbow	Rowell	and	Love	Story	by	Erich	Segal.Check	PriceHorrorCheck	PriceA	genre	of	fiction	which	seeks	to	provoke	feelings	of	fear,	disgust,	shock,	terror	and	loathing	in	the	reader,	horror	books	have	roots	in	ancient	mythology	and	folklore.The	ancient	Romans	and	Greeks	focused	on	evil,	death,	afterlife,	the	demonic	and	these	principles
embodied	within	a	person.	These	elements	were	manifested	into	creative	works	featuring	witches,	ghosts,	vampires,	werewolves	and	other	monsters.The	horror	genre	creates	an	atmosphere	of	fright	and	creepiness.	It	may	often	be	supernatural	but	that	is	not	always	the	case.One	of	the	best	horror	writers	of	our	time	is	Stephen	King,	whose	novels
Carrie,	The	Shining	and	It	have	terrified	generations	of	readers.	Some	other	prominent	horror	novels	include	Dracula	by	Bram	Stoker	and	Rosemarys	Baby	by	Ira	Levin.Check	PriceDystopianCheck	PriceDystopia,	literally	translated	from	Greek	as	bad	place,	is	a	society	that	is	frightening	or	disagreeable.	Dystopian	fiction	often	portrays	characteristics
of	such	societies	and	such	books	are	often	crossovers	from	the	science	fiction	genre.	Some	of	these	books	may	feature	apocalyptic	literature,	though	not	always.Some	of	the	most	distinct	dystopian	works	are	1984	by	George	Orwell,	The	Hunger	Games	by	Suzanne	Collins	and	The	Handmaids	Tale	by	Margaret	Atwood.Check	PriceGenres	of	Nonfiction
BooksNonfiction	genres	are	fewer	than	fiction	books.	As	with	fiction,	they	often	have	cross-genre	status.Biography/AutobiographyCheck	PriceA	biography	is	a	detailed,	intimate	and	highly	personal	narration	of	an	individuals	life	story.	A	biography	written	by	the	subject	themselves	is	called	an	autobiography	or	autography.	The	work	doesnt	just	involve
the	persons	birth,	education,	work,	relationship	and	death;	it	revolves	around	the	circumstances	leading	to	each.	Most	biographies	are	nonfiction,	though	some	may	add	an	element	of	exaggeration	to	it,	which	may	result	in	the	literature	becoming	semi-fiction.Some	famous	example	are	I	Am	Malala:	The	Girl	Who	Stood	Up	for	Education	and	Was	Shot
by	the	Taliban	by	Christina	Lamb	and	Malala	Yousafzai	and	The	Diary	of	a	Young	Girl	by	Anne	Frank.Check	PriceMemoirsCheck	PriceMemoirs	are	a	collection	of	an	individuals	experiences	and	events.	They	are	sometimes	considered	a	subgenre	of	biographies,	although	memoirs	focus	on	a	single	touchstone	in	an	individuals	life,	rather	than	their
entire	life.Some	examples	are	On	Writing:	A	Memoir	of	the	Craft	by	Stephen	King,	Eat,	Pray,	Love	by	Elizabeth	Gilbert	and	Night	by	Elie	Wiesel.Check	PriceSelf-Help	BookCheck	PriceA	self-help	book	is	one	that	is	written	to	help	readers	solve	personal	physical,	emotional	and	psychological	problems.	These	books	are	also	classified	under	self-
improvement	and	have	now	become	a	postmodern	cultural	phenomenon.	Although	these	books	purport	to	help	people,	many	of	them	are	often	written	as	catharsis	by	authors	who	have	struggled	to	solve	their	own	issues.Some	of	the	best	self-help	books	are	Chicken	Soup	for	the	Soul	books	by	Jack	Canfield	and	Mark	Victor	Hansen,	Men	Are	From
Mars,	Women	Are	From	Venus	by	John	Gray	and	The	7	Habits	of	Highly	Effective	People	by	Stephen	Covey.Check	Price	Narrative	NonfictionCheck	PriceAlso	called	creative	nonfiction	or	literary	nonfiction,	this	genre	uses	literary	techniques	to	create	a	factually	accurate	body	of	work.	This	type	of	genre	encompasses	biographies,	memoirs,	food
writing,	itinerary	and	personal	essays.Some	examples	are	The	Art	of	Travel	by	Alain	de	Botton,	Cravings:	Hungry	for	More	by	Chrissy	Teigen	and	Calypso	by	David	Sedaris.Check	PriceNonfiction	NovelsCheck	PriceBroadly	speaking,	nonfiction	novels	feature	real	historical	figures	and	events,	woven	together	with	fiction-like	storytelling	techniques.	It	is
also	sometimes	called	a	work	of	faction,	which	is	a	portmanteau	of	fact	and	fiction.Some	famous	examples	are	In	Cold	Blood	by	Truman	Capote,	The	Armies	of	the	Night	by	Norman	Mailer	and	Hidden	Figures	by	Margot	Lee	Shetterly.Check	PriceReference	BooksCheck	PriceAs	the	name	indicates,	reference	books	are	various	types	of	text	which	can	be
referred	for	accurate	information.	The	writing	style	is	informative,	there	is	no	use	of	first	person	and	the	book	is	focused	on	facts.	Some	types	of	reference	books	are	bibliographies,	dictionaries,	thesaurus,	almanacs	and	encyclopedia.The	above	genres	are	only	some	of	the	most	popular	types	available	in	the	market.	Truth	be	told,	all	of	us	already	know
the	basics	of	these	genre,	although	not	many	of	us	have	had	the	opportunity	to	explore	them	in	depth.	Everyone	has	a	favorite	type	of	book	but	it	is	even	better	to	explore	other	genres.	You	never	know	what	jewels	you	may	find.As	C.S.	Lewis	once	said,	We	read	to	know	we	are	not	alone.Check	PriceWe	all	know	the	benefits	of	reading,	but	when	it
comes	to	choosing	your	next	book	to	read,	it	can	be	hard	to	sort	through	the	millions	of	titles.A	way	that	we	tell	the	difference	between	the	many	books	is	by	looking	at	a	books	genre.This	article	is	a	reference	list	of	the	different	genres	and	types	of	books,	with	a	few	examples	of	each.What	is	a	book	genre?The	different	genres	of	books	are	basically
the	categories	or	sub-categories	that	a	book	is	a	part	of.It	is	incredibly	handy	to	understand	the	genres	that	you	like	to	read,	as	it	can	help	you	decide	on	the	next	book	to	read.Why	do	we	have	book	genres?Imagine	going	to	a	library,	and	every	single	book	was	just	organized	alphabetically;	it	would	be	an	absolute	mess	and	almost	impossible	to
navigate.As	people,	we	naturally	tend	to	put	things	in	categories	to	make	them	easier	to	understand.That	is	where	a	books	genre	comes	in.	It	makes	writings	more	comfortable	to	categorize.	When	you	go	to	a	book	store,	the	books	are	usually	organized	by	type	to	make	it	easier	for	shoppers.How	do	you	know	the	genre	of	a	book?Well,	if	youre	at	a
library	or	book	store	(online	or	brick-and-mortar),	then	all	the	books	should	be	organized	by	category.	That	makes	it	easy	to	browse	books	youre	likely	to	want	to	read.Otherwise,	when	youre	reading	the	book,	start	to	look	for	the	followingMain	characterWhere	the	book	is	setCertain	plot	pointsCan	a	book	have	multiple	genres?Books	can	certainly	have
multiple	genres.	For	example,	a	book	about	wizards	(lets	call	him	Harry),	may	also	be	a	teen	coming	of	age	drama.The	Two	Types	of	Books	Fiction	and	NonfictionPretty	much	every	book	you	read	will	come	under	the	title	of	fiction	or	nonfiction.What	is	a	fiction	book?Basically,	a	fiction	book	is	one	where	elements	are	made	up	or	created	by	the
author.These	stories	can	be	set	in	real	places	or	real	times,	but	if	the	plot	or	characters	are	made	up,	then	the	story	is	fiction.What	is	a	nonfiction	book?A	nonfiction	book	is	based	on	real	events	and	facts.Theres	plenty	of	different	sub-genres	of	nonfiction.	These	range	from	biographies	of	celebrities,	to	the	dictionary.How	do	I	tell	if	a	book	is	a	fiction
or	nonfiction?You	should	be	able	to	tell	from	the	storyline	if	a	book	is	a	fiction	or	nonfiction.	However,	if	you	want	to	be	sure,	there	is	a	little	hack	in	finding	out.If	you	look	at	the	back	of	the	title	page,	there	will	be	a	call	number.If	that	number	is	813.54,	then	the	book	is	fiction.Anything	else	(not	813)	is	classified	as	a	nonfictionHow	many	different
book	genres	are	there?Once	you	break	down	a	book	from	the	two	types	(fiction	and	nonfiction),	there	are	almost	endless	genres	of	books.On	Amazons	book	marketplace,	there	can	be	up	to	five	sub-categories	that	a	book	will	go	under.If	we	listed	every	Amazon	category,	wed	be	here	all	day.So,	instead,	well	look	at	the	more	well-known	genres	of	books
and	not	deep	dive	too	far	into	the	rabbit	hole	of	sub-categories.I	find	that	readers	of	particular	genres	can	be	incredibly	loyal	to	that	genre	of	book.Genres	of	fiction	booksThe	following	are	a	list	of	genres	and	sub-genres	for	fiction	books.The	ClassicsWhen	a	book	has	stood	the	test	of	time	and	is	still	relevant	and	thought-provoking.In	my	opinion,	a
book	isnt	one	of	the	classics	until	the	author	has	died	(yep,	I	know	it	sounds	harsh!).The	Great	Gatsby	is	an	example	of	one	of	the	classics.Literary	FictionLiterary	Fiction	is	often	indirect	in	their	theme	and	includes	some	kind	of	analysis	on	what	it	means	to	be	human.George	Orwells	1984	is	a	classic	example	of	literary	fiction.General	FictionThese
books	are	easily	appealing	stories	in	a	contemporary	setting.Theyre	more	approachable	than	Literary	Fiction	and	contain	none	of	the	genre-specific	ingredients	that	the	other	categories	rely	on.Historical	FictionBooks	where	the	plot	is	set	at	least	thirty	years	before	the	time	the	author	writes	the	book.Historical	fiction	is	also	broken	up	into	different
time	frames	and	sub-categories.For	example,	religious,	historical	fiction,	and	World	War	2	historical	fiction	are	both	sub-genres.RomanceBook	where	the	main	character	or	characters	fall	in	love.This	category	has	so	many	different	sub-categories,	some	of	which	include:Contemporary	RomanceHistorical	RomanceParanormal	Romance:EroticaRomance
SeriesHorrorElements	create	fear	for	both	the	main	character	and	the	reader.Mystery	or	SuspenseA	book	where	the	story	includes	the	main	characters	working	out	why	something	has	happened	or	will	happen	in	the	future.Again,	theres	a	whole	lot	of	sub-genres	for	mystery	or	suspense.Detective:	Think	like	sherlock	homesSmall	town	mystery:	Did
you	ever	notice	some	small	towns	in	literature	have	a	suspiciously	high	amount	of	murder?Police	mysteriesPsychological	ThrillerFantasyFantasy	books	are	set	in	an	entirely	fictional	world,	or	a	natural	world	with	magical	elements	(like	Harry	Potter).Im	not	going	to	go	through	the	hundreds	of	sub-categories	for	fantasy,	but	there	are	a	bunch.Action
and	adventureA	book	where	the	protagonist	goes	on	some	sort	of	journey.Adventure:	Where	the	main	character	sets	out	to	a	range	of	different	places	and	locationsMilitary/Espionage:	Usually	government	and	military	based.Western:	Think	old	school	cowboy	movies.Docby	Mary	Doria	Russell	is	an	excellent	example	of	a	Western.Science	FictionBooks
usually	set	in	the	future	or	in	another	world	or	planet.I	know	Ive	said	it	about	a	few	fiction	genres,	but	Sci-Fi	has	more	subcategories	than	any	other	type.Three	popular	sub-genres	of	Science	FictionSpace	OperaDystopian	worldSteampunkGenres	of	nonfiction	booksNonfiction	books	use	factual	events	and	stories.HistoryBooks	that	look	at	past
events.Some	history	books	are	usually	heavily	researched	and	cover	either	a	specific	country	or	time.Historical	nonfiction	can	be	written	as	a	narrative	or	as	an	educational	text.Biography	or	AutobiographyA	biography	or	autobiography	is	the	story	of	a	particular	persons	life.Some	of	the	different	types	of	life	stories	include:Autobiography:	When	the
author	discusses	their	life	storyMemoir:	Like	an	autobiography,	but	only	about	a	particular	theme	or	time	from	the	authors	lifeBiography:	A	life	story	when	the	author	researches	or	interviews	a	subject	to	tell	their	life	storyYou	can	also	find	collections	of	letters	or	diaries	that	fit	in	this	genre.PoetryWriting	where	the	author	(called	a	poet)	gives
emphasis	to	rhythm	and	style.Poetry	is	usually	written	in	verse.ArtBooks	that	talk	about	or	collect	art.	This	can	be	visual	art	like	paintings,	or	physical	arts	like	theatre.Some	art	books	also	discuss	the	history	of	the	particular	art.MusicMusic	books	include	books	that	talk	about	the	history	of	music,	music	theory,	or	songbooks.HumorBooks	meant	to
make	the	reader	laugh.	Usually	written	in	short,	easy-to-read	short	chunks.ReligionBooks	that	explore	a	particular	faith.These	religious	texts	can	include	history,	books	about	the	practice,	or	holy	books.MythologyBooks	or	stories	about	ancient	religions	that	are	not	actively	practiced	anymore.PhilosophyAn	academic	view	of	knowledge	and
existence.Many	philosophy	books	are	incredibly	old,	with	some	dating	back	to	ancient	times.Alternative	BeliefThese	are	books	that	look	at	the	non-mainstream	belief	systems	that	many	people	have.These	include	psychic	powers,	astrology,	and	fortune-telling.Health	and	WellnessThese	books	talk	about	all	the	possible	ways	you	can	get	or	stay
healthy.Some	of	these	books	include	highing	specific	medical	issues,	advice	on	nutrition,	alternative	medicine,	sex,	meditation,	mental	wellness.ScienceScience	books	talk	about	physical	sciences	like	mathematics,	technology,	chemistry,	biology,	physics,	engineering,	and	more.Social	ScienceSocial	Science	books	look	at	social	relationships	and
relationships.	This	includes	anthropology,	sociology,	political	science,	and	law	books.PsychologyBooks	that	examine	mental	and	emotional	functions	and	well-being.Self-helpSelf	Help	books	give	techniques	and	tactics	for	you	to	pursue	self-improvement.These	self-help	books	include	leadership,	motivation,	habit	creation,	productivity,	mindset,	and
more.Educational	TextsBooks	that	look	at	and	are	involved	in	the	education	system.	This	includes:TextbooksEducation	booksBooks	on	teachersPedagogyLesson	plansReferenceNecessary	and	objective	information,	like	dictionaries,	encyclopedias,	book	abstracts	and	study	guides,	and	books	of	quotations.BusinessBusiness	books	are	all	around	the
creation	and	management	of	a	company.These	books	can	also	cover	career	progression.These	business	books	include	topics	of	the	followingCommunicationsBooks	that	relate	to	the	ways	that	humans	communicate,	including	foreign	languages.TV/CinemaRhetoricForeign	LanguageHome,	Garden,	and	DIYBooks	about	the	house,	the	garden,	and	how	to
maintain	a	beautiful	garden.This	also	covers	books	on	agriculture	and	farming.Pet	CareBooks	about	looking	after	pets	and	other	animals.RecreationThese	books	cover	hobbies	that	are	mostly	done	for	enjoyment.Such	topics	include	crafts,	fashion,	and	clothing,	outdoor	activities	like	fishing	and	other	sports.Cook	BooksRecipes	and	the	history	of	food.
These	cooking	books	can	also	be	in	a	narrative	form,	where	the	author	gives	context	to	the	importance	of	the	recipe.Some	food	books	also	reference	starting	a	restaurant	or	food	truck.CrimeTrue	Crime	books	tell	the	stories	and	histories	of	particular	crimes.	Most	of	these	are	written	as	a	matter-of-fact	account,	with	some	being	written	as	a
narrative.Final	ThoughtsAs	you	can	seem,	there	are	hundreds	of	different	genres	of	books.	This	guide	will	help	you	next	time	youre	in	the	book	store	or	library.Hey,	Im	Erika	Swedish	university	student,	marketing	professional,	and	life-long	learner.	Here	at	BookSummaryClub	I	summarize	my	favorite	non-fiction	books	into	easily	digested	posts.	Hope
you	like	what	youre	reading!	Authors	need	to	have	a	firm	grasp	on	all	the	different	genres	of	books	in	order	to	find	the	perfect	home	for	their	own.	The	tropes	and	expectations	of	a	books	genre	will	inform	its	content	and	style	during	the	writing	process,	as	well	as	fundamentals	such	as	word	count.	But	its	also	central	to	the	marketing	of	a	book,
determining	its	target	audience	and	those	all-important	Amazon	categories.	Get	your	genre	wrong	and	you	could	be	waving	goodbye	to	book	sales	and	saying	hello	to	unsatisfied	reader	reviews!	How	many	book	genres	are	there?	Though	were	only	covering	35	of	the	most	popular	in	this	post,	there	are	around	50	genres	in	total	the	exact	number
depends	on	who	you	ask.	If	you	take	subgenres	into	account,	over	on	Reedsy	Discovery	we	have	107	different	categories,	while	Amazon	has	over	16,000!	That	can	be	a	lot	to	take	in.	So	if	you'd	like	some	personalized	guidance,	we	recommend	taking	this	1-minute	quiz	that	will	point	you	towards	your	genre	(and	subgenre).	Which	genre	(or	subgenre)
am	I	writing?	Find	out	which	genre	your	book	belongs	to.	It	only	takes	a	minute!	For	an	overview	of	all	of	the	genres,	that's	what	the	rest	of	this	post	is	for.	Theres	bound	to	be	a	genre	thats	the	perfect	fit	for	your	book	all	you	have	to	do	is	find	it!	Fiction	genres	Writing	fiction	is	the	act	of	weaving	a	series	of	lies	to	arrive	at	a	greater	truth.	Khaled
Hosseini	Fantasy	This	book	genre	is	characterized	by	elements	of	magic	or	the	supernatural	and	is	often	inspired	by	mythology	or	folklore.	In	high	fantasy	one	thats	set	in	an	entirely	fictional	world	these	magical	elements	are	at	the	forefront	of	the	plot,	as	in	Trudi	CanavansBlack	Magician	trilogy.	In	low	fantasy	or	magical	realism,	however,	magic	is
subtly	woven	into	an	otherwise	familiar,	real-world	setting.	You	can	delve	intofantasys	many	subgenres	toget	to	know	your	Arcanepunk	from	your	Flintlock,	and	find	your	books	home!	Pro	tip	for	writing	fantasy:	To	make	your	world	feels	real	and	functional,	make	sure	its	grounded	in	rules	an	internal	rationale,	so	to	speak,	encompassing	everything
from	the	workings	of	your	society	to	your	magic	system.	Science	Fiction	Though	science	fiction	and	fantasy	are	often	considered	two	sides	of	the	same	(speculative	fiction)	coin,	sci-fi	is	distinguished	by	its	preoccupation	with	real	or	real-feeling	science.	Lots	of	sci-fi	is	set	in	the	distant	future,	which	makes	it	a	seedbed	for	stories	about	time	travel	and
space	exploration.	But	your	science	fiction	novel	doesnt	need	to	be	inspired	by	hard	science	like	physics	and	astronomy.	Some	popular	worksin	this	genre	reflect	on	soft	sciences,	such	as	sociology	and	anthropology,	to	predict	the	future	of	the	human	race	more	on	that	next!	Dystopian	A	popular	genre	of	science	fiction,	dystopian	novels	offer	a	bleak
and	frightening	vision	of	the	future.	Authors	writing	dystopias	imagine	a	grim	society,	often	in	the	aftermath	of	a	disaster,	facing	things	like	oppressive	governments,	Black	Mirror-esque	technology,	and	environmental	ruin.	From	widely	popular	series	like	The	Hunger	Games	to	critically-acclaimed	classics	like	1984,	the	enduring	appeal	of	dystopian
fiction	lies	in	our	burning	desire	to	know	where	mankind	is	headed	and	our	perverse	enjoyment	of	dark	stories,	so	long	as	they	arent	actually	happening	to	us.	Hire	an	editor	in	your	genre	today	Action	&	Adventure	If	youre	writing	adventure,	then	chances	are	your	book	follows	the	structure	of	the	Heros	Journey,	also	known	as	the	monomyth.	Your
protagonist	has	a	very	important	goal	to	achieve,	but	theyre	really	going	to	have	to	go	through	the	wringer	first!	You	throw	up	obstacle	after	obstacle,	putting	your	hero	in	downright	dangerous	situations	but	eventually,	they	triumph	and	return	home	transformed.The	action	and	adventure	genre	also	complements	a	huge	range	of	others,	which	means
it	has	its	fingers	in	everything	fromfantasy	novels	like	The	Hobbit	to	classic	romance	like	Jane	Eyre.	Mystery	Also	called	detective	fiction,	this	book	genre	is	characterized	by	a	gripping	plot	that	revolves	around	a	mystery	but	hopefully,	youve	cracked	that	clue!	The	setting,	characters,	and	tone	of	your	book	will	determine	precisely	which	category	it
falls	under:	cozy	mystery,	hardboiled,	or	something	in	between.	But	at	the	core	of	any	mystery	is	a	crime	that	must	be	solved	by	the	protagonist.	To	get	a	sense	of	the	clever	trail	of	clues	thats	so	vital	to	this	genre,	check	out	Murder	on	the	Orient	Express	by	Agatha	Christie	the	grande	dame	of	mystery	fiction.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	mystery:	When
planning	your	novel,	consult	the	Fichtean	curve,	a	narrative	structure	that	emphasizes	mini-crises,	ratcheting	up	the	tension	to	keep	readers	anxious	to	reach	the	climax.	Horror	What	unites	the	books	in	this	genre	is	not	theme,	plot,	or	setting,	but	the	feeling	they	inspire	in	the	reader:	your	pulse	quickens,	and	your	skin	prickles	as	you	turn	the	page
with	bated	breath.	Of	course,	this	feeling	of	dread	only	comes	about	if	the	author	creates	the	right	atmosphere	an	essential	feature	dependent	on	the	subgenre.	Gothic	horror,	for	example,	sends	a	shiver	down	your	spine	with	spooky	settings	and	paranormal	elements,	while	gross-out	horror	shocks	the	reader	with	hacked-up	flesh	and	buckets	of	blood.
The	master	of	horror	fiction	in	all	its	guises?	Stephen	King,	of	course.	Pro	tip	for	writing	horror:	Make	the	stakes	plain	and	straightforward	survival,	the	death	of	a	loved	one,	etc.	and	clearly	establish	them	for	the	reader,	so	they	are	in	no	doubt	about	the	characters	motivation.	Thriller	&	Suspense	A	horror	story	can	also	be	called	a	thriller,	if	it
employs	psychological	fear	to	build	suspense.	But	not	all	thrillers	are	horror	stories.	So	what	are	they?	While	this	book	genre	encompasses	many	of	the	same	elements	as	mystery,	in	a	thriller	the	protagonist	is	usually	acting	to	save	their	own	life,	rather	than	to	solve	the	crime.	Thrillers	typically	include	cliffhangers,	deception,	high	emotional	stakes,
and	plenty	of	action	keeping	the	reader	on	the	edge	of	their	seat	until	the	books	climax.	Gillian	Flynns	Gone	Girl	is	a	masterclass	in	the	dark,	mysterious	thriller.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	thriller:	Avoid	anything	that	bogs	down	the	pacing.	If	you	notice	that	a	scene	is	getting	tied	up	in	everyday	details,	or	doesnt	add	enough	excitement	to	the	plot,	rewrite	it
or	cut	it	altogether!	Historical	Fiction	This	book	genre	encompasses	fictional	stories	in	a	historical	setting,	carefully	balancing	creativity	and	facts.	In	most	cases,	the	characters	and	events	are	imagined	by	the	author	and	enriched	with	historically	accurate	details	from	a	specific	time	period.	Take	The	Help	by	Kathryn	Stockett,	for	example	a	fictional
story	set	in	Mississippi	during	the	Civil	Rights	Movement.	But	occasionally,	as	is	the	case	with	Hilary	Mantels	Cromwell	trilogy,	the	author	builds	the	main	story	around	real	historical	figures	and	events.	Like	almost	all	of	these	genres,	it's	crucial	that	historical	fiction	works	in	exposition	and	historical	detail	subtly.	Want	to	learn	more	about	how	to	do
this?	Check	out	our	free	course	on	the	golden	writing	rule,	Show,	Don't	Tell.	FREE	COURSE	Show,	Don't	Tell	Master	the	golden	rule	of	writing	in	10	five-minute	lessons.	Romance	Romance	is	so	frequently	used	as	a	subplot	that	it	can	sometimes	be	tricky	to	know	whether	or	not	youre	writing	in	this	genre.	The	key	thing	to	remember	is	that	the
romantic	relationship	must	be	the	center	point	of	the	plot.	(Other	giveaways	include	a	happily	ever	after	ending	and	the	warm	fuzzies.)	If	your	novel	has	a	romantic	relationship	at	its	heart	and	is	perfectly	at	home	in	another	genre,	it	probably	falls	into	one	of	romances	many	subgenres,	including	but	not	limited	to:	young	adult	romance,	paranormal
romance,	and	historical	romance.	Womens	Fiction	Womens	fiction	is	an	umbrella	term	for	books	written	to	target	a	female	audience,	generally	reflecting	on	the	shared	experience	of	being	a	woman	or	the	growth	of	a	female	protagonist.	Because	of	this	rather	broad	definition,	authors	will	quite	often	write	a	romance	novel	or	mystery,	for	example,	that
could	also	be	labeled	womens	fiction.	Despite	the	connotations	of	one	alternative	name	for	this	genre	(chick-lit),	many	critically	acclaimed	bestsellers,	including	Jaqueline	Woodsons	Red	at	The	Bone,	fall	under	its	purview.	LGBTQ+	Any	fiction	with	authentic	LGBTQ+	representation	falls	into	this	book	genre.	Its	important	to	note	that	while	your	books
queer	characters	should	feature	in	the	main	plot,	the	centerpiece	of	your	plot	doesnt	have	to	be	a	romance.	In	fact,	there	doesnt	need	to	be	any	romance	at	all!	This	means	that	your	fantasy,	thriller,	or	historical	novel	could	fall	under	the	LGBTQ+	umbrella.	Contemporary	Fiction	This	book	genre	is	occasionally	lumped	in	with	others	to	indicate	that
the	book	takes	place	in	the	present	day.	But	in	its	simplest	form,	contemporary	fiction	is	better	understood	as	the	absence	of	a	genre.	Your	book	doesnt	need	tropes	and	trappings,	monsters	and	mysteries,	when	its	tension,	drama,	and	conflict	lies	in	the	quirks	and	quandaries	of	your	protagonists	everyday	life:	work,	politics,	relationships,	and	the
struggles	of	the	modern	era.	Literary	Fiction	Like	contemporary	fiction,	books	considered	literary	fiction	cant	be	neatly	filed	under	any	other	genre.	What	distinguishes	this	genre	from	contemporary	fiction	is	that	works	of	literary	fiction	are	thought	to	have	considerable	artistic	value.	If	your	prose	is	meant	to	engage	the	reader	in	thought,	if	your
narrative	is	character-driven	and	introspective,	and	if	you	provide	personal	or	social	commentary	on	a	serious	theme,	then	chances	are	youre	writing	lit-fic.	Modern	classics	by	the	likes	of	Virginia	Woolf	or	Ali	Smith	would	be	labeled	literary	fiction.	Like	we	mentioned,	lit-fic	is	heavy	on	character,	and	lighter	on	plot.	If	you're	interested	in	writing	a
character-driven	story,	try	out	our	profile	template	for	developing	well-rounded,	fully	realized	ones.	FREE	RESOURCE	Reedsys	Character	Profile	Template	A	story	is	only	as	strong	as	its	characters.	Fill	this	out	to	develop	yours.	Magical	Realism	You	may	remember	us	mentioning	magical	realism	under	the	umbrella	of	fantasy	but	considering	its
highbrow	style	and	literary	prestige,	magical	realism	is	often	considered	a	genre	in	its	own	right.	Its	hallmarks	include	a	real-world	setting,	a	cast	of	run-of-the-mill	characters	(no	vampires,	fairies,	or	sorcerers),	a	fluid	and	non-linear	timeline,	and	supernatural	happenings	a	baby	born	with	feathered	wings,	or	an	egg	hatching	a	ruby	left	unexplained.
Authors	like	Toni	Morrison	have	used	this	literary	style	to	grapple	with	serious	social	ills,	from	colonialism	to	fascism	and	slavery.	Graphic	Novel	Some	book	genres	arent	defined	by	their	content	at	all,	but	by	their	form.	Graphic	novels	are	presented	to	the	reader	through	narrative	art	(illustrations	and	typography)	either	in	the	traditional	panel	layout
youll	be	familiar	with	from	comic	books,	or	in	the	artists	own	style.	Once	considered	cheap	entertainment	for	children,	graphic	novels	are	increasingly	read	and	respected	these	days	for	their	rich	blend	of	visuals	and	writing.	This	powerful	method	of	storytelling	now	portrays	everything	from	memoirs,	to	manga,	to	adaptations	of	classic	literature.
Short	Story	Though	they	can	belong	to	any	of	the	other	book	genres	on	this	list,	short	stories	are	frequently	grouped	together	in	their	own	genre	because	theyre,	well,	so	much	shorter	than	novels.	Often	the	author	will	compile	a	collection	linked	together	by	a	narrative	thread	or,	more	commonly,	a	shared	theme.	The	stories	in	A	Manual	for	Cleaning
Women	by	Lucia	Berlin,	for	example,	follow	a	series	of	women	in	different	occupations	from	cleaning	women	to	ER	nurses	all	struggling	to	survive.	Young	Adult	Young	adult	fiction,	or	YA,	targets	readers	aged	12-18and	reflects	its	readership	by	following	teenage	characters	as	they	grapple	with	the	unique	challenges	of	adolescence.	Most	works	of	YA
fiction	can	be	labeled	coming-of-age	novels	in	which	the	characters	exit	childhood	and	enter	adulthood	a	transition	that	results	in	a	loss	of	innocence	and	a	shifting	sense	of	identity.	Some	of	the	biggest	bestsellers	in	recent	years	have	belonged	to	this	genre,	including	The	Hate	U	Give	by	Angie	Thomas	and	any	YA	novels	by	John	Green.	Pro	tip	for
writing	young	adult	fiction:	Though	your	teen	characters	voice	should	be	true	to	her	life	experience,	you	should	never	dumb	down	the	language,	story,	or	style	choices	in	a	YA	novel.	New	Adult	The	shiny	new	penny	on	this	book	genres	list,	new	adult	is	like	young	adult	aged-up:	coming-of-age	stories	after	the	messiness	of	adolescence.	Its	college-age
protagonists	are	walked	through	the	gauntlet	of	becoming	fully-fledged	grownups,	ditching	the	stress	of	the	SATs	and	senior	prom	for	college	exams,	career	transitions,	and	more	mature	first	times.	Big	names	in	New	Adult,	like	Cora	Carmack,	tend	to	write	steamy	romances	set	in	dorm	rooms.	But	this	genre	isnt	all	about	collegiate	love	stories	your
gritty	urban	fantasy	or	immersive	historical	fiction	could	find	its	home	here,	too.	Childrens	Books	in	this	genre	are	written	with	readers	under	the	age	of	twelve	in	mind.	Of	course,	kids	will	do	a	lot	of	growing	between	the	ages	of	zero	and	twelve,	which	is	why	childrens	books	range	from	baby	board	books	all	the	way	up	to	middle	grade	epics	of	50,000
words.	Hopefully,	if	youre	writing	childrens	literature,	you	already	know	you	are.	But	its	crucial	that	you	also	know	which	age	group	youre	trying	to	target,	as	this	will	impact	the	themes,	characters,	and	complexity	of	your	book.	Nonfiction	genres	This	is	a	broad	category	encompassing	a	number	of	nonfiction	subgenres.	From	memoirs	and	biographies
to	books	to	self-help	and	true	crime	books,	there's	a	type	of	nonfiction	for	every	kind	of	reader.	Both	memoirs	and	autobiographies	provide	a	true	account	of	the	authors	life.	They	differ	in	that	an	autobiography	provides	a	chronological	account	of	your	lifes	events	and	accomplishments,	whereas	a	memoir	puts	the	emphasis	on	only	the	most	defining,
emotional	moments.	Generally,	these	moments	are	drawn	together	by	a	single	theme	or	a	significant	time,	place,	or	relationship	to	communicate	a	message	you	wish	to	share	with	readers.	I	Know	Why	The	Caged	Bird	Sings	by	Maya	Angelouis	a	popular	example	of	a	memoir.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	memoir:	Treat	yourself	as	an	interview	subject	and	ask
yourself	questions	that	will	trigger	those	life-defining	stories	the	ups	and	downs,	the	events	that	shaped	you,	what	you	sacrificed,	what	you	learned.	Like	autobiographies,	biographies	provide	readers	with	a	persons	life	story;	but	theyre	written	in	the	third	person	by	someone	other	than	the	subject.	Generally,	the	subject	of	a	biography	is	(or	was)	well-
known	somebody	whose	life	can	teach	readers	an	interesting	lesson	worth	learning.	Biographies,	memoirs,	and	autobiographies	differ	from	the	rest	of	the	nonfiction	on	this	list,	in	that	they	weave	a	narrative	in	almost	the	same	way	a	novel	does.	A	great	biography,	like	Ron	Chernows	Alexander	Hamilton,	isnt	a	laundry	list	of	events,	but	a	life-giving
tribute.	Food	&	Drink	Food	and	drink	is	one	of	nonfictions	hottest	book	genres,	making	it	a	crowded	and	highly	competitive	market.	As	a	result,	todays	cookbooks	tend	to	cater	to	specific	cuisines,	dietary,	and/or	lifestyle	needs.	If	youre	writing	a	cookbook,	you	might	consider	pairing	recipes	with	nutritional	information,	short	autobiographical
narratives,	or	even	workouts.	Jo	Wickss	30	Day	Kickstart	Plan	and	Less	Fuss	No	Waste	Kitchen	by	Lindsay	Miles	are	excellent	examples	of	modern	cookbooks.	Art	&	Photography	This	genre	is	home	to	a	few	different	kinds	of	books,	all	united	by	their	love	of	art.	Your	book	could	find	its	way	into	this	vibrant	and	stylish	genre	if	it	discusses	an	artists
work	or	an	artistic	style	in	detail;	if	it	teaches	a	specific	art	method;	if	it	explores	a	facet	of	art	history;	or	if	it	showcases	your	own	art	in	that	chic,	coffee-table	book	way.	Self-help	Some	of	the	bestselling	books	in	nonfiction,	self-help	books	encourage	personal	improvement	and	confidence.	Whether	the	focus	is	on	relationships,	emotional	well-being,	or
finances,	if	youre	writing	a	book	that	aims	to	uplift	and	empower	the	reader,	then	youre	probably	writing	self-help.	History	The	books	in	this	genre	lay	down	the	known	facts	about	a	historical	era,	event,	or	figure.	And	since	this	is	nonfiction,	all	the	facts	have	to	be	accurate	(though	that	doesnt	mean	theres	no	room	for	inference	or	opinion).	The	goal	of
these	books	is	to	educate	and	inform	the	reader,	so	this	genre	does	include	all	those	textbooks	you	used	in	school.	But	many	history	books	ditch	the	play-by-play	format	to	chronicle	the	past	in	a	way	more	akin	to	storytelling.	One	of	our	favorite	history	books	is	Sapiens:	A	Brief	History	of	Mankind	by	Yuval	Noah	Harari.	Travel	Travel	memoirs	and
travelogues,	like	Jonathan	Glanceys	The	Journey	Matters,	take	us	all	over	the	world,	giving	even	the	most	devoted	homebodies	a	tantalizing	taste	of	adventure,	wildlife,	and	the	great	outdoors.	These	pocket-sized	books	featuring	destination	reviews,	lists	of	where	to	eat	and	what	to	see,	and	tips	for	traveling	on	a	budget	are	without	a	doubt	some	of	the
most	useful	titles	on	the	shelves.	True	Crime	Crime-fiction	writers	have	put	some	pretty	twisted	plots	to	paper,	but	if	you	prefer	to	chronicle	real	crimes	in	all	their	haunting	and	fascinating	detail,	then	the	true	crime	genre	is	where	your	book	belongs.	From	infamous	murders	to	domestic	disappearances,	works	in	this	genre	pen	true	stories,	about	all
things	fearful	and	forbidden,	that	read	as	smoothly	as	well-crafted	fiction.	Humor	Laugh-out-loud	memoirs	by	the	funniest	celebs,	satirical	essays	from	the	likes	of	David	Sedaris,	or	gag	gifts	like	How	to	Adult	all	the	books	in	this	rib-tickling	genre	are	written	with	one	thing	in	mind:	making	readers	laugh!	So	if	youve	compiled	a	collection	of	all	your
favorite	dad	jokes	or	penned	a	cathartic	brain-dump	of	your	most	cringe-worthy	memories,	then	your	book	may	also	belong	in	the	humor	genre.	Essays	An	essay	may	sound	like	a	boring	assignment	from	your	school	years,	but	the	books	in	this	genre	are	among	some	of	the	most	moving	and	inspirational	works	of	literature	there	are.	Many	powerful
voices	like	James	Baldwin	and	Roxane	Gay	have	used	these	short	works	to	reflect	on	their	own	personal	experiences	and	views,	combining	them	into	a	collection	that	serves	as	an	eye-opening	social	commentary	on	a	particular	theme	or	subject.	Guide/How-to	Readers	turn	to	this	book	genre	to	develop	a	skill,	hobby,	or	craft.	So	if	youre	an	expert	in	a
particular	field	and	youve	written	a	book	showing	hobbyists	how	to	achieve	something	specific	(like	how	to	master	chess	openings	or	a	guide	to	floristry),	then	this	is	its	home!	Of	course,	one	dead	giveaway	might	be	your	books	title.	Religion	&	Spirituality	From	histories	of	the	Catholic	Church	to	spiritual	guidebooks	and	memoirs	of	the	Eat,	Pray,
Love	variety,	this	genre	has	a	place	for	anything	and	everything	related	to	the	topics	of	religion	and	spirituality.	Humanities	&	Social	Sciences	Got	something	wise	to	say?	Then	your	book	might	just	belong	among	the	books	of	this	eclectic	genre	as	long	as	it	discusses	a	topic	related	to	(deep	breath):	philosophy,	history,	literature,	language,	art,
religion,	music,	or	the	human	condition.	This	might	seem	like	a	pretty	wide	net	to	fall	into,	but	keep	in	mind	that	books	in	this	genre	are	typically	quite	academic;	if	youve	written	more	of	a	free-flowing	spiritual	guide,	it	probably	belongs	in	the	previous	genre.	Parenting	&	Families	Parents	and	families	struggling	with	discipline,	education,	bonding,	the
care	of	a	newborn	baby,	or	a	child	with	special	needs,	can	turn	to	this	well-stocked	genre	of	books	when	they	need	to	bring	in	the	reinforcements.	If	youve	written	a	memoir	thatll	have	families	whole-heartedly	nodding	in	agreement,	or	a	guide	brimming	with	advice	for	frazzled	parents,	then	you	can	find	a	place	for	your	book	in	the	parenting	and
families	section.	Science	&	Technology	The	job	of	science	nonfiction	is	not	to	predict	the	future,	but	to	make	sense	of	the	world	were	currently	living	in	which,	quite	honestly,	can	feel	like	science	fiction	to	some	of	us!	Readers	of	this	genre	range	from	complete	beginners	trying	to	understand	the	things	around	them	to	technophiles	whose	brains	are
whirring	to	keep	up	with	the	pace	of	change,	so	theres	bound	to	be	a	niche	for	your	book,	however	advanced	it	is.	Childrens	As	much	as	kids	love	fairytales	and	talking	animals,	theyre	often	just	as	happy	to	pick	up	a	nonfiction	book	at	storytime.	Whether	its	an	activity	book	to	keep	them	busy,	a	powerful	true	story	like	Malalas	Magic	Pencil,	or	a
childrens	encyclopedia	to	feed	their	brains,	childrens	nonfiction	is	all	about	making	learning	fun.	And	the	wildly	popular	Horrible	Histories	series	has	proven	that	this	genre	can	compete	with	wizards	and	superheroes	at	every	age!	There	you	have	it:	35	of	the	most	popular	genres	of	books.	Hopefully,	this	list	will	help	you	get	your	foot	in	the	right	door.
But	if	your	book	doesnt	slot	neatly	into	any	of	these	categories,	dont	be	afraid	to	declare	it	a	hybrid,	or	to	dig	a	little	deeper	into	the	subcategories	that	youll	find	in	the	shade	of	these	umbrella	genres.	And	no	matter	what	kind	of	book	you're	writing,	check	out	our	book	development	template	to	get	started.	FREE	RESOURCE	Get	our	Book	Development
Template	Use	this	template	to	go	from	a	vague	idea	to	a	solid	plan	for	a	first	draft.	List	of	Book	Types	or	Genres	Michelle	Arnold	/	EyeEm	/	Getty	Images	via	Getty	Images	Used	under	Getty	Images	license	Do	you	have	a	favorite	type	of	book,	either	fiction	or	nonfiction?	Are	you	thinking	about	branching	out	and	enjoying	a	new	genre?	If	so,	a	list	of
book	types	or	genres	can	help	you	choose	what	to	read	next.	See	if	any	of	the	below	subtypes	catch	your	eye.	We	guarantee	something	will!	Nonfiction	books	contain	factual	information,	so	this	type	includes	most	biographies	and	history	books,	as	well	as	so	much	more.	Adult	and	childrens	nonfiction	genres	are	more	popular	than	you	might	imagine.
These	are	some	of	the	most	popular	nonfiction	genres	according	to	book	sales:	Art	and	architecture	-	These	books	can	include	anything	from	coffee	table	books	showing	photographs	and	other	art	to	writings	on	the	philosophy	and	practice	of	creating.	Autobiographies	and	memoirs	-	An	autobiography	is	a	book	the	author	writes	about	their	own	life.
Memoirs	are	one	type	of	autobiography.	In	this	type	of	book,	the	author	puts	emphasis	on	specific	moments	or	events	that	brought	about	specific	life	lessons.	A	popular	example	of	a	memoir	is	Becoming	by	Michelle	Obama.	Biographies	-	Nonfiction	books	about	the	lives	of	real	people,	biographies	cover	important	historical	or	literary	figures,
celebrities,	politicians,	and	many	others.	Business	and	economics	-	Tackling	everything	from	how	to	make	a	business	plan	to	basic	(and	not-so-basic)	economic	theory,	these	books	offer	insights	about	every	aspect	of	business.	Crafts	and	hobbies	-	Craft	and	hobby	books	can	include	patterns,	how-to	information,	and	much	more	for	people	learning	a
new	craft	or	delving	into	deeper	information	about	a	hobby	they	already	enjoy.	Cookbooks,	food,	and	diet	books	-	Nonfiction	food	books	include	cookbooks,	but	more	modern	food	books	encompass	everything	from	specific	cooking	elements	and	ingredients	to	specialized	diets.	Youll	find	classic	cookbooks	with	recipes	and	books	that	are	part
memoir/autobiography	and	part	cookbook.	Mastering	the	Art	of	French	Cooking	by	Julia	Child	is	an	example	of	a	popular	food	book.	Diaries	and	journals	-	Covering	the	real	lives	of	people	as	they	happened,	diaries	and	journals	are	wonderful	for	seeing	a	record	of	how	individuals	lived	and	experienced	events.	The	Diary	of	Anne	Frank	is	an	example	of
a	nonfiction	journal.	Dictionaries	and	encyclopedias	-	Most	dictionaries	and	encyclopedias	are	nonfiction	because	they	contain	facts	about	words.	Guide	or	how-to	-	How-to	books	that	teach	real	skills,	like	the	classic	Betty	Crocker	Cookbook,	are	considered	factual.	Health	and	fitness	-	Health	and	fitness	books	cover	everything	from	diets	to	exercise
plans	or	strategies.	These	might	also	include	sports	history	or	biographies	of	important	people	in	the	health	industry.	History	-	Nonfiction	history	books	include	any	books	that	lay	out	the	known	facts	about	a	particular,	time,	culture,	or	event	in	history.	Killing	England	by	Bill	OReilly	and	Martin	Dugard	is	an	example	of	a	popular	history	book.	Home
and	garden	-	These	nonfiction	books	cover	decorating,	home	repair,	how-to	advice	related	to	homes,	types	of	garden	plants,	techniques	for	gardening,	and	much	more.	Humor	-	Joke	books	and	humorous	memoirs	or	essays	fall	into	this	category.	Math	and	science	-	Covering	theory	and	other	aspects	of	math	and	science,	these	nonfiction	books	include
textbooks	and	others.	Philosophy	-	These	are	nonfiction	books	about	reason,	thought,	language,	human	existence,	and	more.	Poetry	-	Although	a	few	types	of	poetry	are	considered	fiction	(like	epic	or	narrative	poems),	most	are	nonfiction.	A	book	may	include	lots	of	poems	from	a	single	author,	such	as	a	chapbook,	but	it	could	also	be	an	anthology	of
poetry	from	lots	of	authors.	Politics	-	Political	nonfiction	books	can	include	books	written	by	career	politicians,	books	that	explore	political	systems,	or	books	that	discuss	the	politics	of	a	certain	period.	A	Promised	Land	by	Barack	Obama	is	an	example	of	political	nonfiction.	Prayer,	religion,	spirituality,	and	new	age	-	These	books	cover	all	aspects	of
religion	and	spirituality	and	may	also	include	memoirs.	Self-help	-	Self-help	books	aim	to	aid	the	reader	in	improving	some	part	of	theirlife.	Common	topics	covered	by	self-help	books	include	relationships,	finances,	and	mental	health.	The	7	Habits	of	Highly	Effective	People	by	Stephen	R.	Covey	is	a	classic	example	of	a	popular	self-help	book.	Sports
and	leisure	-	Covering	everything	from	how-to	texts	for	specific	activities	to	biographies	and	memoirs	of	athletes,	these	books	can	provide	background	about	leisure	activities.	Travel	-	Travel	books,	such	as	an	atlas,	are	nonfiction,	and	so	are	guidebooks	and	in-depth	profiles	of	specific	travel	destinations.	True	crime	-	Because	they	are	focused	on	real
events,	true	crime	stories	can	be	nonfiction.	Fiction	books	contain	a	story	that	the	author	made	up,	such	as	romance	or	children's	books.	The	most	commonly	read	works	are	works	of	fiction.	Perhaps	some	of	their	elements	are	based	on	hints	of	truth,	but	they	have	been	elaborated,	fabricated,	and	used	to	craft	a	new	story.There	are	lots	of	fiction
books	out	there,	but	they	tend	to	fall	into	the	following	genres:	Action	and	adventure	-	These	edge-of-your-seat	books	keep	you	flipping	pages	because	they're	so	exciting.	Alternate	history	and	historical	fiction	-	If	you've	ever	wondered	what	would	have	happened	if	history	had	been	different,	alternate	history	might	be	for	you.	Historical	fiction
explores	real	historical	events	and	time	periods	with	fictional	characters	and	events.	Children's	-	Childrens	fiction	is	often	called	childrens	literature	or	juvenile	fiction.	Books	in	this	genre	are	written	with	readers	under	the	age	of	12	in	mind.	Types	of	childrens	books	include	picture	books	and	chapter	books.	Classic	Dr.	Seuss	books	like	Green	Eggs
and	Ham	are	examples	of	childrens	fiction.	Classics	-	Classic	literature	includes	works	by	some	of	the	greatest	writers	who	ever	lived.	These	are	the	books	you	might	have	read	in	school	or	in	college.	Comic	books	and	graphic	novels	-	Pairing	fictional	stories	with	pictures	that	also	add	to	the	narrative,	comic	books	and	graphic	novels	are	popular	with
tweens	and	teens	(and	beloved	by	people	of	all	ages).	Coming-of-age	-	Covering	the	transition	from	childhood	to	adulthood,	these	stories	often	involve	a	character	learning	and	changing	as	they	mature.	Crime	and	thrillers	-	Thrillers	are	suspenseful	stories,	which	makes	a	crime	thriller	a	book	that	has	a	crime	as	its	main	subject	while	keeping	readers
on	edge.	The	main	characters	are	often	fighting	for	justice.	John	Grisham	is	a	well-known	crime	thriller	author.	Drama	-	These	books	have	serious	storylines	and	emotional	depth.	They	are	sometimes	sad,	but	they	can	also	be	uplifting.	Fairytale	-	Adding	in	magic	and	other	fictional	elements,	this	type	of	book	includes	classic	stories	like	Sleeping
Beauty,	and	modern	versions	too.	Fantasy	-	As	the	name	implies,	this	type	of	book	has	imagined	elements	that	make	it	compelling.	These	can	be	things	like	dragons	and	wizards,	but	there	are	no	rules	for	the	type	of	magical	or	fantastical	aspects	that	are	included.	Horror	-	Think	scary.	This	kind	of	book	is	intended	to	thrill	the	reader	with	its	terrifying
plot	lines.	Literary	fiction	-	If	a	work	of	fiction	doesnt	fit	into	any	of	the	other	available	genres,	it	can	be	labeled	as	literary	fiction.	These	books	are	usually	character-driven	and	introspective.	They	are	sometimes	called	serious	fiction	because	of	their	tone.	Stephen	Cranes	The	Open	Boat	is	an	example	of	literary	fiction.	Mystery	and	suspense	-	These
books	keep	you	turning	pages	to	find	out	what	happens	next.	This	includes	murder	mysteries,	but	there	are	actually	many	sub-genres.	Political	thriller	-	The	behind-the-scenes	maneuvering	of	political	operatives,	sometimes	coupled	with	crime	or	mystery,	is	the	main	topic	of	this	type	of	book.	Romance	-	These	stories	about	romantic	love	can	be	fun	to
read,	and	they	include	lots	of	sub-genres	like	historical	romance	or	paranormal	romance.	Satire	-	Humorous	stories	that	exaggerate	or	make	fun	of	people	and	situations,	this	type	of	fiction	often	targets	politicians	and	other	famous	people.	Science	fiction	-	Also	known	as	Sci-Fi,	science	fiction	deals	with	the	imagined	future	in	terms	of	science	or
technology	advances.	This	genre	includes	things	like	time	travel,	outer	space,	and	intelligent	life.	The	Time	Machine	by	H.G.	Wells	is	a	classic	example	of	science	fiction.	Short	story	-	Not	all	types	of	fiction	are	novels.	Short	fiction	can	cover	any	genre,	but	the	story	is	compressed	or	only	covers	a	short	period	of	time.	Short	stories	are	often	included	in
anthologies.	Western	-	Set	in	the	Western	portion	of	North	America,	usually	in	the	19th	century,	these	stories	are	fun	to	read.	Young	adult	-	Young	adult	fiction	is	written	for	readers	ages	12	to	18.	These	books	incorporate	the	typical	reading	level	and	worldview	of	tweens	and	teens	in	this	age	group.	The	Hunger	Games	series	by	Suzanne	Collins	is	an
example	of	popular	young	adult	fiction.	Now	that	you	know	more	about	the	different	types	of	genres,	you	can	continue	exploring	other	works	of	fiction	and	nonfiction.	You	may	even	find	a	new	favorite!	If	you	cant	choose	one	favorite	genre	to	read,	consider	reading	short	stories	or	an	anthology.	You	might	even	want	to	crack	open	a	novella	or	crack	up
at	some	book	puns.	Authors	need	to	have	a	firm	grasp	on	all	the	different	genres	of	books	in	order	to	find	the	perfect	home	for	their	own.	The	tropes	and	expectations	of	a	books	genre	will	inform	its	content	and	style	during	the	writing	process,	as	well	as	fundamentals	such	as	word	count.	But	its	also	central	to	the	marketing	of	a	book,	determining	its
target	audience	and	those	all-important	Amazon	categories.	Get	your	genre	wrong	and	you	could	be	waving	goodbye	to	book	sales	and	saying	hello	to	unsatisfied	reader	reviews!	How	many	book	genres	are	there?	Though	were	only	covering	35	of	the	most	popular	in	this	post,	there	are	around	50	genres	in	total	the	exact	number	depends	on	who	you
ask.	If	you	take	subgenres	into	account,	over	on	Reedsy	Discovery	we	have	107	different	categories,	while	Amazon	has	over	16,000!	That	can	be	a	lot	to	take	in.	So	if	you'd	like	some	personalized	guidance,	we	recommend	taking	this	1-minute	quiz	that	will	point	you	towards	your	genre	(and	subgenre).	Which	genre	(or	subgenre)	am	I	writing?	Find	out
which	genre	your	book	belongs	to.	It	only	takes	a	minute!	For	an	overview	of	all	of	the	genres,	that's	what	the	rest	of	this	post	is	for.	Theres	bound	to	be	a	genre	thats	the	perfect	fit	for	your	book	all	you	have	to	do	is	find	it!	Fiction	genres	Writing	fiction	is	the	act	of	weaving	a	series	of	lies	to	arrive	at	a	greater	truth.	Khaled	Hosseini	Fantasy	This	book
genre	is	characterized	by	elements	of	magic	or	the	supernatural	and	is	often	inspired	by	mythology	or	folklore.	In	high	fantasy	one	thats	set	in	an	entirely	fictional	world	these	magical	elements	are	at	the	forefront	of	the	plot,	as	in	Trudi	CanavansBlack	Magician	trilogy.	In	low	fantasy	or	magical	realism,	however,	magic	is	subtly	woven	into	an
otherwise	familiar,	real-world	setting.	You	can	delve	intofantasys	many	subgenres	toget	to	know	your	Arcanepunk	from	your	Flintlock,	and	find	your	books	home!	Pro	tip	for	writing	fantasy:	To	make	your	world	feels	real	and	functional,	make	sure	its	grounded	in	rules	an	internal	rationale,	so	to	speak,	encompassing	everything	from	the	workings	of



your	society	to	your	magic	system.	Science	Fiction	Though	science	fiction	and	fantasy	are	often	considered	two	sides	of	the	same	(speculative	fiction)	coin,	sci-fi	is	distinguished	by	its	preoccupation	with	real	or	real-feeling	science.	Lots	of	sci-fi	is	set	in	the	distant	future,	which	makes	it	a	seedbed	for	stories	about	time	travel	and	space	exploration.
But	your	science	fiction	novel	doesnt	need	to	be	inspired	by	hard	science	like	physics	and	astronomy.	Some	popular	worksin	this	genre	reflect	on	soft	sciences,	such	as	sociology	and	anthropology,	to	predict	the	future	of	the	human	race	more	on	that	next!	Dystopian	A	popular	genre	of	science	fiction,	dystopian	novels	offer	a	bleak	and	frightening
vision	of	the	future.	Authors	writing	dystopias	imagine	a	grim	society,	often	in	the	aftermath	of	a	disaster,	facing	things	like	oppressive	governments,	Black	Mirror-esque	technology,	and	environmental	ruin.	From	widely	popular	series	like	The	Hunger	Games	to	critically-acclaimed	classics	like	1984,	the	enduring	appeal	of	dystopian	fiction	lies	in	our
burning	desire	to	know	where	mankind	is	headed	and	our	perverse	enjoyment	of	dark	stories,	so	long	as	they	arent	actually	happening	to	us.	Hire	an	editor	in	your	genre	today	Action	&	Adventure	If	youre	writing	adventure,	then	chances	are	your	book	follows	the	structure	of	the	Heros	Journey,	also	known	as	the	monomyth.	Your	protagonist	has	a
very	important	goal	to	achieve,	but	theyre	really	going	to	have	to	go	through	the	wringer	first!	You	throw	up	obstacle	after	obstacle,	putting	your	hero	in	downright	dangerous	situations	but	eventually,	they	triumph	and	return	home	transformed.The	action	and	adventure	genre	also	complements	a	huge	range	of	others,	which	means	it	has	its	fingers
in	everything	fromfantasy	novels	like	The	Hobbit	to	classic	romance	like	Jane	Eyre.	Mystery	Also	called	detective	fiction,	this	book	genre	is	characterized	by	a	gripping	plot	that	revolves	around	a	mystery	but	hopefully,	youve	cracked	that	clue!	The	setting,	characters,	and	tone	of	your	book	will	determine	precisely	which	category	it	falls	under:	cozy
mystery,	hardboiled,	or	something	in	between.	But	at	the	core	of	any	mystery	is	a	crime	that	must	be	solved	by	the	protagonist.	To	get	a	sense	of	the	clever	trail	of	clues	thats	so	vital	to	this	genre,	check	out	Murder	on	the	Orient	Express	by	Agatha	Christie	the	grande	dame	of	mystery	fiction.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	mystery:	When	planning	your	novel,
consult	the	Fichtean	curve,	a	narrative	structure	that	emphasizes	mini-crises,	ratcheting	up	the	tension	to	keep	readers	anxious	to	reach	the	climax.	Horror	What	unites	the	books	in	this	genre	is	not	theme,	plot,	or	setting,	but	the	feeling	they	inspire	in	the	reader:	your	pulse	quickens,	and	your	skin	prickles	as	you	turn	the	page	with	bated	breath.	Of
course,	this	feeling	of	dread	only	comes	about	if	the	author	creates	the	right	atmosphere	an	essential	feature	dependent	on	the	subgenre.	Gothic	horror,	for	example,	sends	a	shiver	down	your	spine	with	spooky	settings	and	paranormal	elements,	while	gross-out	horror	shocks	the	reader	with	hacked-up	flesh	and	buckets	of	blood.	The	master	of	horror
fiction	in	all	its	guises?	Stephen	King,	of	course.	Pro	tip	for	writing	horror:	Make	the	stakes	plain	and	straightforward	survival,	the	death	of	a	loved	one,	etc.	and	clearly	establish	them	for	the	reader,	so	they	are	in	no	doubt	about	the	characters	motivation.	Thriller	&	Suspense	A	horror	story	can	also	be	called	a	thriller,	if	it	employs	psychological	fear
to	build	suspense.	But	not	all	thrillers	are	horror	stories.	So	what	are	they?	While	this	book	genre	encompasses	many	of	the	same	elements	as	mystery,	in	a	thriller	the	protagonist	is	usually	acting	to	save	their	own	life,	rather	than	to	solve	the	crime.	Thrillers	typically	include	cliffhangers,	deception,	high	emotional	stakes,	and	plenty	of	action	keeping
the	reader	on	the	edge	of	their	seat	until	the	books	climax.	Gillian	Flynns	Gone	Girl	is	a	masterclass	in	the	dark,	mysterious	thriller.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	thriller:	Avoid	anything	that	bogs	down	the	pacing.	If	you	notice	that	a	scene	is	getting	tied	up	in	everyday	details,	or	doesnt	add	enough	excitement	to	the	plot,	rewrite	it	or	cut	it	altogether!
Historical	Fiction	This	book	genre	encompasses	fictional	stories	in	a	historical	setting,	carefully	balancing	creativity	and	facts.	In	most	cases,	the	characters	and	events	are	imagined	by	the	author	and	enriched	with	historically	accurate	details	from	a	specific	time	period.	Take	The	Help	by	Kathryn	Stockett,	for	example	a	fictional	story	set	in
Mississippi	during	the	Civil	Rights	Movement.	But	occasionally,	as	is	the	case	with	Hilary	Mantels	Cromwell	trilogy,	the	author	builds	the	main	story	around	real	historical	figures	and	events.	Like	almost	all	of	these	genres,	it's	crucial	that	historical	fiction	works	in	exposition	and	historical	detail	subtly.	Want	to	learn	more	about	how	to	do	this?	Check
out	our	free	course	on	the	golden	writing	rule,	Show,	Don't	Tell.	FREE	COURSE	Show,	Don't	Tell	Master	the	golden	rule	of	writing	in	10	five-minute	lessons.	Romance	Romance	is	so	frequently	used	as	a	subplot	that	it	can	sometimes	be	tricky	to	know	whether	or	not	youre	writing	in	this	genre.	The	key	thing	to	remember	is	that	the	romantic
relationship	must	be	the	center	point	of	the	plot.	(Other	giveaways	include	a	happily	ever	after	ending	and	the	warm	fuzzies.)	If	your	novel	has	a	romantic	relationship	at	its	heart	and	is	perfectly	at	home	in	another	genre,	it	probably	falls	into	one	of	romances	many	subgenres,	including	but	not	limited	to:	young	adult	romance,	paranormal	romance,
and	historical	romance.	Womens	Fiction	Womens	fiction	is	an	umbrella	term	for	books	written	to	target	a	female	audience,	generally	reflecting	on	the	shared	experience	of	being	a	woman	or	the	growth	of	a	female	protagonist.	Because	of	this	rather	broad	definition,	authors	will	quite	often	write	a	romance	novel	or	mystery,	for	example,	that	could
also	be	labeled	womens	fiction.	Despite	the	connotations	of	one	alternative	name	for	this	genre	(chick-lit),	many	critically	acclaimed	bestsellers,	including	Jaqueline	Woodsons	Red	at	The	Bone,	fall	under	its	purview.	LGBTQ+	Any	fiction	with	authentic	LGBTQ+	representation	falls	into	this	book	genre.	Its	important	to	note	that	while	your	books	queer
characters	should	feature	in	the	main	plot,	the	centerpiece	of	your	plot	doesnt	have	to	be	a	romance.	In	fact,	there	doesnt	need	to	be	any	romance	at	all!	This	means	that	your	fantasy,	thriller,	or	historical	novel	could	fall	under	the	LGBTQ+	umbrella.	Contemporary	Fiction	This	book	genre	is	occasionally	lumped	in	with	others	to	indicate	that	the	book
takes	place	in	the	present	day.	But	in	its	simplest	form,	contemporary	fiction	is	better	understood	as	the	absence	of	a	genre.	Your	book	doesnt	need	tropes	and	trappings,	monsters	and	mysteries,	when	its	tension,	drama,	and	conflict	lies	in	the	quirks	and	quandaries	of	your	protagonists	everyday	life:	work,	politics,	relationships,	and	the	struggles	of
the	modern	era.	Literary	Fiction	Like	contemporary	fiction,	books	considered	literary	fiction	cant	be	neatly	filed	under	any	other	genre.	What	distinguishes	this	genre	from	contemporary	fiction	is	that	works	of	literary	fiction	are	thought	to	have	considerable	artistic	value.	If	your	prose	is	meant	to	engage	the	reader	in	thought,	if	your	narrative	is
character-driven	and	introspective,	and	if	you	provide	personal	or	social	commentary	on	a	serious	theme,	then	chances	are	youre	writing	lit-fic.	Modern	classics	by	the	likes	of	Virginia	Woolf	or	Ali	Smith	would	be	labeled	literary	fiction.	Like	we	mentioned,	lit-fic	is	heavy	on	character,	and	lighter	on	plot.	If	you're	interested	in	writing	a	character-
driven	story,	try	out	our	profile	template	for	developing	well-rounded,	fully	realized	ones.	FREE	RESOURCE	Reedsys	Character	Profile	Template	A	story	is	only	as	strong	as	its	characters.	Fill	this	out	to	develop	yours.	Magical	Realism	You	may	remember	us	mentioning	magical	realism	under	the	umbrella	of	fantasy	but	considering	its	highbrow	style
and	literary	prestige,	magical	realism	is	often	considered	a	genre	in	its	own	right.	Its	hallmarks	include	a	real-world	setting,	a	cast	of	run-of-the-mill	characters	(no	vampires,	fairies,	or	sorcerers),	a	fluid	and	non-linear	timeline,	and	supernatural	happenings	a	baby	born	with	feathered	wings,	or	an	egg	hatching	a	ruby	left	unexplained.	Authors	like
Toni	Morrison	have	used	this	literary	style	to	grapple	with	serious	social	ills,	from	colonialism	to	fascism	and	slavery.	Graphic	Novel	Some	book	genres	arent	defined	by	their	content	at	all,	but	by	their	form.	Graphic	novels	are	presented	to	the	reader	through	narrative	art	(illustrations	and	typography)	either	in	the	traditional	panel	layout	youll	be
familiar	with	from	comic	books,	or	in	the	artists	own	style.	Once	considered	cheap	entertainment	for	children,	graphic	novels	are	increasingly	read	and	respected	these	days	for	their	rich	blend	of	visuals	and	writing.	This	powerful	method	of	storytelling	now	portrays	everything	from	memoirs,	to	manga,	to	adaptations	of	classic	literature.	Short	Story
Though	they	can	belong	to	any	of	the	other	book	genres	on	this	list,	short	stories	are	frequently	grouped	together	in	their	own	genre	because	theyre,	well,	so	much	shorter	than	novels.	Often	the	author	will	compile	a	collection	linked	together	by	a	narrative	thread	or,	more	commonly,	a	shared	theme.	The	stories	in	A	Manual	for	Cleaning	Women	by
Lucia	Berlin,	for	example,	follow	a	series	of	women	in	different	occupations	from	cleaning	women	to	ER	nurses	all	struggling	to	survive.	Young	Adult	Young	adult	fiction,	or	YA,	targets	readers	aged	12-18and	reflects	its	readership	by	following	teenage	characters	as	they	grapple	with	the	unique	challenges	of	adolescence.	Most	works	of	YA	fiction	can
be	labeled	coming-of-age	novels	in	which	the	characters	exit	childhood	and	enter	adulthood	a	transition	that	results	in	a	loss	of	innocence	and	a	shifting	sense	of	identity.	Some	of	the	biggest	bestsellers	in	recent	years	have	belonged	to	this	genre,	including	The	Hate	U	Give	by	Angie	Thomas	and	any	YA	novels	by	John	Green.	Pro	tip	for	writing	young
adult	fiction:	Though	your	teen	characters	voice	should	be	true	to	her	life	experience,	you	should	never	dumb	down	the	language,	story,	or	style	choices	in	a	YA	novel.	New	Adult	The	shiny	new	penny	on	this	book	genres	list,	new	adult	is	like	young	adult	aged-up:	coming-of-age	stories	after	the	messiness	of	adolescence.	Its	college-age	protagonists
are	walked	through	the	gauntlet	of	becoming	fully-fledged	grownups,	ditching	the	stress	of	the	SATs	and	senior	prom	for	college	exams,	career	transitions,	and	more	mature	first	times.	Big	names	in	New	Adult,	like	Cora	Carmack,	tend	to	write	steamy	romances	set	in	dorm	rooms.	But	this	genre	isnt	all	about	collegiate	love	stories	your	gritty	urban
fantasy	or	immersive	historical	fiction	could	find	its	home	here,	too.	Childrens	Books	in	this	genre	are	written	with	readers	under	the	age	of	twelve	in	mind.	Of	course,	kids	will	do	a	lot	of	growing	between	the	ages	of	zero	and	twelve,	which	is	why	childrens	books	range	from	baby	board	books	all	the	way	up	to	middle	grade	epics	of	50,000	words.
Hopefully,	if	youre	writing	childrens	literature,	you	already	know	you	are.	But	its	crucial	that	you	also	know	which	age	group	youre	trying	to	target,	as	this	will	impact	the	themes,	characters,	and	complexity	of	your	book.	Nonfiction	genres	This	is	a	broad	category	encompassing	a	number	of	nonfiction	subgenres.	From	memoirs	and	biographies	to
books	to	self-help	and	true	crime	books,	there's	a	type	of	nonfiction	for	every	kind	of	reader.	Both	memoirs	and	autobiographies	provide	a	true	account	of	the	authors	life.	They	differ	in	that	an	autobiography	provides	a	chronological	account	of	your	lifes	events	and	accomplishments,	whereas	a	memoir	puts	the	emphasis	on	only	the	most	defining,
emotional	moments.	Generally,	these	moments	are	drawn	together	by	a	single	theme	or	a	significant	time,	place,	or	relationship	to	communicate	a	message	you	wish	to	share	with	readers.	I	Know	Why	The	Caged	Bird	Sings	by	Maya	Angelouis	a	popular	example	of	a	memoir.	Pro	tip	for	writing	a	memoir:	Treat	yourself	as	an	interview	subject	and	ask
yourself	questions	that	will	trigger	those	life-defining	stories	the	ups	and	downs,	the	events	that	shaped	you,	what	you	sacrificed,	what	you	learned.	Like	autobiographies,	biographies	provide	readers	with	a	persons	life	story;	but	theyre	written	in	the	third	person	by	someone	other	than	the	subject.	Generally,	the	subject	of	a	biography	is	(or	was)	well-
known	somebody	whose	life	can	teach	readers	an	interesting	lesson	worth	learning.	Biographies,	memoirs,	and	autobiographies	differ	from	the	rest	of	the	nonfiction	on	this	list,	in	that	they	weave	a	narrative	in	almost	the	same	way	a	novel	does.	A	great	biography,	like	Ron	Chernows	Alexander	Hamilton,	isnt	a	laundry	list	of	events,	but	a	life-giving
tribute.	Food	&	Drink	Food	and	drink	is	one	of	nonfictions	hottest	book	genres,	making	it	a	crowded	and	highly	competitive	market.	As	a	result,	todays	cookbooks	tend	to	cater	to	specific	cuisines,	dietary,	and/or	lifestyle	needs.	If	youre	writing	a	cookbook,	you	might	consider	pairing	recipes	with	nutritional	information,	short	autobiographical
narratives,	or	even	workouts.	Jo	Wickss	30	Day	Kickstart	Plan	and	Less	Fuss	No	Waste	Kitchen	by	Lindsay	Miles	are	excellent	examples	of	modern	cookbooks.	Art	&	Photography	This	genre	is	home	to	a	few	different	kinds	of	books,	all	united	by	their	love	of	art.	Your	book	could	find	its	way	into	this	vibrant	and	stylish	genre	if	it	discusses	an	artists
work	or	an	artistic	style	in	detail;	if	it	teaches	a	specific	art	method;	if	it	explores	a	facet	of	art	history;	or	if	it	showcases	your	own	art	in	that	chic,	coffee-table	book	way.	Self-help	Some	of	the	bestselling	books	in	nonfiction,	self-help	books	encourage	personal	improvement	and	confidence.	Whether	the	focus	is	on	relationships,	emotional	well-being,	or
finances,	if	youre	writing	a	book	that	aims	to	uplift	and	empower	the	reader,	then	youre	probably	writing	self-help.	History	The	books	in	this	genre	lay	down	the	known	facts	about	a	historical	era,	event,	or	figure.	And	since	this	is	nonfiction,	all	the	facts	have	to	be	accurate	(though	that	doesnt	mean	theres	no	room	for	inference	or	opinion).	The	goal	of
these	books	is	to	educate	and	inform	the	reader,	so	this	genre	does	include	all	those	textbooks	you	used	in	school.	But	many	history	books	ditch	the	play-by-play	format	to	chronicle	the	past	in	a	way	more	akin	to	storytelling.	One	of	our	favorite	history	books	is	Sapiens:	A	Brief	History	of	Mankind	by	Yuval	Noah	Harari.	Travel	Travel	memoirs	and
travelogues,	like	Jonathan	Glanceys	The	Journey	Matters,	take	us	all	over	the	world,	giving	even	the	most	devoted	homebodies	a	tantalizing	taste	of	adventure,	wildlife,	and	the	great	outdoors.	These	pocket-sized	books	featuring	destination	reviews,	lists	of	where	to	eat	and	what	to	see,	and	tips	for	traveling	on	a	budget	are	without	a	doubt	some	of	the
most	useful	titles	on	the	shelves.	True	Crime	Crime-fiction	writers	have	put	some	pretty	twisted	plots	to	paper,	but	if	you	prefer	to	chronicle	real	crimes	in	all	their	haunting	and	fascinating	detail,	then	the	true	crime	genre	is	where	your	book	belongs.	From	infamous	murders	to	domestic	disappearances,	works	in	this	genre	pen	true	stories,	about	all
things	fearful	and	forbidden,	that	read	as	smoothly	as	well-crafted	fiction.	Humor	Laugh-out-loud	memoirs	by	the	funniest	celebs,	satirical	essays	from	the	likes	of	David	Sedaris,	or	gag	gifts	like	How	to	Adult	all	the	books	in	this	rib-tickling	genre	are	written	with	one	thing	in	mind:	making	readers	laugh!	So	if	youve	compiled	a	collection	of	all	your
favorite	dad	jokes	or	penned	a	cathartic	brain-dump	of	your	most	cringe-worthy	memories,	then	your	book	may	also	belong	in	the	humor	genre.	Essays	An	essay	may	sound	like	a	boring	assignment	from	your	school	years,	but	the	books	in	this	genre	are	among	some	of	the	most	moving	and	inspirational	works	of	literature	there	are.	Many	powerful
voices	like	James	Baldwin	and	Roxane	Gay	have	used	these	short	works	to	reflect	on	their	own	personal	experiences	and	views,	combining	them	into	a	collection	that	serves	as	an	eye-opening	social	commentary	on	a	particular	theme	or	subject.	Guide/How-to	Readers	turn	to	this	book	genre	to	develop	a	skill,	hobby,	or	craft.	So	if	youre	an	expert	in	a
particular	field	and	youve	written	a	book	showing	hobbyists	how	to	achieve	something	specific	(like	how	to	master	chess	openings	or	a	guide	to	floristry),	then	this	is	its	home!	Of	course,	one	dead	giveaway	might	be	your	books	title.	Religion	&	Spirituality	From	histories	of	the	Catholic	Church	to	spiritual	guidebooks	and	memoirs	of	the	Eat,	Pray,
Love	variety,	this	genre	has	a	place	for	anything	and	everything	related	to	the	topics	of	religion	and	spirituality.	Humanities	&	Social	Sciences	Got	something	wise	to	say?	Then	your	book	might	just	belong	among	the	books	of	this	eclectic	genre	as	long	as	it	discusses	a	topic	related	to	(deep	breath):	philosophy,	history,	literature,	language,	art,
religion,	music,	or	the	human	condition.	This	might	seem	like	a	pretty	wide	net	to	fall	into,	but	keep	in	mind	that	books	in	this	genre	are	typically	quite	academic;	if	youve	written	more	of	a	free-flowing	spiritual	guide,	it	probably	belongs	in	the	previous	genre.	Parenting	&	Families	Parents	and	families	struggling	with	discipline,	education,	bonding,	the
care	of	a	newborn	baby,	or	a	child	with	special	needs,	can	turn	to	this	well-stocked	genre	of	books	when	they	need	to	bring	in	the	reinforcements.	If	youve	written	a	memoir	thatll	have	families	whole-heartedly	nodding	in	agreement,	or	a	guide	brimming	with	advice	for	frazzled	parents,	then	you	can	find	a	place	for	your	book	in	the	parenting	and
families	section.	Science	&	Technology	The	job	of	science	nonfiction	is	not	to	predict	the	future,	but	to	make	sense	of	the	world	were	currently	living	in	which,	quite	honestly,	can	feel	like	science	fiction	to	some	of	us!	Readers	of	this	genre	range	from	complete	beginners	trying	to	understand	the	things	around	them	to	technophiles	whose	brains	are
whirring	to	keep	up	with	the	pace	of	change,	so	theres	bound	to	be	a	niche	for	your	book,	however	advanced	it	is.	Childrens	As	much	as	kids	love	fairytales	and	talking	animals,	theyre	often	just	as	happy	to	pick	up	a	nonfiction	book	at	storytime.	Whether	its	an	activity	book	to	keep	them	busy,	a	powerful	true	story	like	Malalas	Magic	Pencil,	or	a
childrens	encyclopedia	to	feed	their	brains,	childrens	nonfiction	is	all	about	making	learning	fun.	And	the	wildly	popular	Horrible	Histories	series	has	proven	that	this	genre	can	compete	with	wizards	and	superheroes	at	every	age!	There	you	have	it:	35	of	the	most	popular	genres	of	books.	Hopefully,	this	list	will	help	you	get	your	foot	in	the	right	door.
But	if	your	book	doesnt	slot	neatly	into	any	of	these	categories,	dont	be	afraid	to	declare	it	a	hybrid,	or	to	dig	a	little	deeper	into	the	subcategories	that	youll	find	in	the	shade	of	these	umbrella	genres.	And	no	matter	what	kind	of	book	you're	writing,	check	out	our	book	development	template	to	get	started.	FREE	RESOURCE	Get	our	Book	Development
Template	Use	this	template	to	go	from	a	vague	idea	to	a	solid	plan	for	a	first	draft.	The	world	of	literature	is	vast	and	varied,	filled	with	countless	tales	that	transport	readers	to	different	realms,	eras,	and	experiences.	At	the	heart	of	this	diversity	lies	a	collection	of	genres,	each	offering	unique	elements	that	captivate	distinct	audiences.	If	youve	ever
wandered	through	a	bookstore	or	browsed	an	online	catalogue,	youve	likely	encountered	these	genre	labels.	But	what	exactly	do	they	mean?	Lets	explore	the	wonderful	world	of	book	genres	and	uncover	the	nuances	that	make	each	one	stand	out.1.	Fiction:	The	Realm	of	ImaginationFiction,	by	definition,	denotes	works	that	are	created	from	the
imagination,	not	based	on	strict	fact.	Yet,	within	fiction,	there	are	a	myriad	of	sub-genres:Literary	Fiction:	These	are	works	that	prioritize	the	quality	of	writing,	character	depth,	and	thematic	depth	over	plot.	Examples	include	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	and	The	Great	Gatsby.Historical	Fiction:	Set	in	the	past,	these	novels	often	weave	fictional	characters
into	real	events.	The	Book	Thief	and	The	Pillars	of	the	Earth	are	classic	examples.Science	Fiction	(Sci-Fi):	This	genre	explores	futuristic	settings,	often	delving	into	topics	like	advanced	science,	space	exploration,	and	parallel	universes.	Think	Dune	or	Enders	Game.Fantasy:	Featuring	magical	elements,	mythical	creatures,	and	often	set	in	imaginary
worlds,	fantasy	offers	an	escape	from	reality.	J.R.R.	Tolkiens	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	a	renowned	example.Horror:	Designed	to	elicit	fear,	horror	novels	often	include	supernatural	elements.	Stephen	King	is	a	master	of	this	genre	with	novels	like	Carrie	and	The	Shining.2.	Non-Fiction:	Documenting	RealityNon-fiction	works	focus	on	factual	accounts,
though	they	often	include	interpretive	or	opinion-based	elements.	Notable	sub-genres	include:Biography/Autobiography:	While	biographies	are	accounts	of	someones	life	written	by	another	person,	autobiographies	are	written	by	the	subject	themselves.	The	Diary	of	Anne	Frank	is	a	poignant	autobiography.Memoir:	A	subset	of	autobiography,	memoirs
focus	on	specific	events	or	periods	in	the	authors	life,	providing	deeper	introspection	and	emotion.True	Crime:	These	delve	into	real-life	criminal	cases,	investigations,	and	judicial	processes.	In	Cold	Blood	by	Truman	Capote	is	a	seminal	work	in	this	genre.Self-Help:	These	books	aim	to	assist	readers	in	achieving	personal	goals	or	overcoming	specific
challenges.	They	can	range	from	relationship	advice	to	career	growth.3.	Romance:	Tales	of	the	HeartRomance	novels	focus	on	romantic	relationships,	but	they,	too,	have	various	sub-genres:Historical	Romance:	Set	in	specific	historical	periods,	they	combine	love	with	historical	contexts.	Think	Jane	Austens	Pride	and	Prejudice.Paranormal	Romance:
This	sub-genre	introduces	supernatural	elements	to	romantic	tales,	like	Stephanie	Meyers	Twilight.Erotic	Romance:	A	more	explicit	sub-genre,	it	emphasizes	physical	relationships	alongside	emotional	ones.4.	Mystery,	Thriller,	and	CrimeThese	genres	keep	readers	on	the	edge	of	their	seats:Mystery:	Centralizes	around	solving	a	crime	or	uncovering
secrets.	Agatha	Christies	Murder	on	the	Orient	Express	is	iconic	here.Cozy	Mystery:	Often	set	in	small,	tight-knit	communities,	this	sub-genre	of	mystery	focuses	on	an	amateur	detective,	usually	a	woman,	solving	crimes	through	intuition	and	knowledge	of	human	nature.	Absent	of	explicit	content,	they	often	incorporate	hobbies	like	baking	or
gardening	and	maintain	a	light,	humorous	tone.	Think	of	Agatha	Christies	Miss	Marple	series.Thriller:	More	about	creating	tension	and	suspense	than	solving	a	crime.	Novels	like	The	Girl	with	the	Dragon	Tattoo	are	great	examples.Crime:	Focuses	on	crime	from	the	perspective	of	the	perpetrator.	Patricia	Highsmiths	The	Talented	Mr.	Ripley	is	a
classic	crime	novel.5.	Adventure	and	ActionThese	genres	emphasize	exciting,	fast-paced	sequences:Adventure:	These	tales	take	readers	on	journeys	through	unfamiliar	settings,	often	featuring	danger	and	heroism.	Treasure	Island	by	Robert	Louis	Stevenson	is	a	quintessential	adventure	novel.Action:	Focuses	on	exciting	sequences	and	events,
prioritizing	them	over	in-depth	character	development	or	setting.6.	Young	Adult	(YA)	and	Childrens	LiteratureThese	genres	cater	to	specific	age	groups,	though	many	adults	also	enjoy	YA:Young	Adult:	Addresses	issues	and	challenges	pertinent	to	teenagers.	Examples	include	The	Hunger	Games	and	The	Fault	in	Our	Stars.Childrens:	Tailored	for
children,	these	books	can	range	from	simple	picture	books	to	middle-grade	novels	like	Harry	Potter.7.	Speculative	FictionSpeculative	fiction	(or	spec	fic	or	SF)	is	an	umbrella	term	that	includes	sci-fi,	fantasy,	and	horror	but	delves	deeper	into	alternative	realities,	questioning	the	what	ifs	of	our	world.8.	Poetry	and	DramaThough	not	always	categorized
as	genres,	both	poetry	and	drama	hold	significant	places	in	literature.	Poetry	emphasizes	aesthetic	and	rhythmic	qualities	of	language,	while	drama	focuses	on	scripted	performance	pieces.9.	More	GenresDystopian:	Focuses	on	an	imagined	future	with	a	society	under	extreme	oppression	or	degradation.	Examples	include	1984	by	George	Orwell	and
Brave	New	World	by	Aldous	Huxley.Urban	Fantasy:	Set	in	a	city	setting,	often	in	the	modern	era,	but	with	magical	or	supernatural	elements	intertwined.	Series	like	The	Dresden	Files	by	Jim	Butcher	are	good	examples.Steampunk:	Combines	historical	settings	(often	Victorian)	with	advanced	machinery	or	elements	that	run	on	steam	or
clockwork.Magical	Realism:	Introduces	magical	elements	into	a	real-world	setting,	treating	them	as	commonplace.	One	Hundred	Years	of	Solitude	by	Gabriel	Garca	Mrquez	is	a	seminal	work	in	this	genre.Cyberpunk:	Set	in	a	futuristic	world	dominated	by	computer	technology,	often	highlighting	a	juxtaposition	between	the	high-tech	and	low-life.
Neuromancer	by	William	Gibson	is	a	classic	example.Gothic:	Combines	elements	of	horror	and	romance,	often	set	in	old,	dark,	mysterious	mansions	or	castles.	Think	Wuthering	Heights	by	Emily	Bront.Western:	Set	in	the	American	Old	West,	these	tales	often	follow	cowboys,	settlers,	and	outlaws.	Louis	LAmour	is	a	well-known	author	in	this	genre.War
&	Military	Fiction:	Focuses	on	warfare,	often	detailing	the	life	of	soldiers,	strategies,	and	the	tumult	of	battles.Space	Opera:	A	sub-genre	of	science	fiction	that	emphasizes	space	warfare,	melodramatic	adventure,	and	interstellar	scenarios.	Star	Wars	is	a	classic	example	in	film,	while	The	Foundation	series	by	Isaac	Asimov	is	a	book
counterpart.Bizarro:	Pushes	the	boundaries	of	storytelling	with	surreal,	weird,	and	often	grotesque	narratives.Alternate	History:	Imagines	history	as	if	one	or	more	historical	events	unfolded	differently.	The	Man	in	the	High	Castle	by	Philip	K.	Dick	posits	a	world	where	the	Axis	powers	won	World	War	II.Chick	Lit:	Contemporary	fiction	that	addresses
issues	of	modern	women	often	in	a	light-hearted	or	humorous	manner.	Bridget	Joness	Diary	by	Helen	Fielding	is	a	classic	in	this	genre.Graphic	Novels:	Combines	visual	art	and	narrative	storytelling.	They	can	belong	to	any	genre	but	are	differentiated	by	their	format.Dark	Fantasy:	Incorporates	elements	of	fantasy	with	a	darker,	more	foreboding
tone.Noir:	Focuses	on	crime,	usually	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	criminals,	and	is	characterized	by	cynicism,	fatalism,	and	moral	ambiguity.Pulp	Fiction:	Refers	to	stories	that	were	originally	published	in	cheap	pulp	magazines.	Theyre	known	for	their	sensationalism,	lurid	content,	and	cliffhangers.New	Weird:	Combines	elements	of	speculative	fiction
with	horror,	often	challenging	the	traditional	boundaries	of	genre.ConclusionGenres	act	as	guides,	helping	readers	navigate	the	vast	literary	landscape.	They	provide	a	roadmap	to	locate	stories	that	resonate	with	our	interests,	experiences,	and	moods.	Yet,	while	genres	have	distinct	characteristics,	they	often	blend,	overlap,	and	defy	strict
categorizations,	reflecting	the	boundless	creativity	of	authors	and	the	evolving	tastes	of	readers.Whether	youre	looking	for	an	escape	into	a	magical	realm,	a	journey	back	in	time,	or	insights	into	real-life	events,	theres	a	genre	out	there	for	you.	Dive	in	and	explore	new	and	upcoming	books	from	the	genres	of	your	choice	here	at	Next	New	Books,	and
let	us	know	what	youll	be	reading	next!James	Cartwright,	editor	of	Next	New	Books,	is	a	dedicated	bibliophile	with	over	two	decades	of	experience	curating	book	release	dates	and	news.	His	passion	for	storytelling	helps	readers	discover	their	next	great	read.	Affiliate	Disclosure:	This	website	contains	affiliate	links	including	Amazon	Links,	As	an
Amazon	Associate	I	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	Which	means	Aspiring	Writer	Academy	may	receive	a	commission	when	you	make	a	purchase	using	the	links	in	the	articles	or	advertisements.	This	adds	no	extra	cost	to	our	readers	and	helps	us	keep	our	site	up	and	running.	To	learn	more,	please	visit	the	(Disclaimer	page).	In	this	blog	post,	The
Ultimate	List	of	Book	Genres:	95+	Popular	Genres	&	Subgenres,	we	will	cover	some	of	the	many	book	genres	and	subgenres	available.	We	hope	that	this	post	can	assist	you	in	choosing	a	genre	that	matches	your	writing	style	and	can	help	you	along	in	your	writing	journey.	Most	Popular	Fiction	GenresLiterary	FictionContemporary
FictionRomanceHistorical	FictionThriller	and	SuspenseHorrorMysteryAction	&	AdventureScience	FictionFantasyParanormalWesternDystopianUtopian	FictionChick	LitChristianSpeculative	FictionMagic	RealismLGBTQ+Satire	FictionHoliday	FictionGraphic	NovelShort	StoryYoung	AdultNew	AdultMiddle	GradeChildrensWomens	Fiction	Most	Popular
Nonfiction	GenresBiographyHistorical	NonfictionSelf-HelpTravelTrue	CrimeParentingMemoir	and	AutobiographyNarrative	nonfictionCookbooksReligion	and	SpiritualityPhilosophyArt	and	PhotographyHumorHow-to	and	DIYPoetry	Understanding	the	genre	you	intend	to	write	before	starting	your	book	is	important	for	several	reasons:Reader
Expectations:	Each	genre	has	its	unique	set	of	conventions,	themes,	and	tropes	that	readers	anticipate.	Knowing	your	genre	allows	you	to	meet	these	expectations	and	keep	your	readers	happy.	Readers	who	pick	up	a	mystery	novel,	for	example,	expect	a	puzzle	to	be	solved,	while	fantasy	readers	anticipate	magical	worlds.	If	you	kill	off	the	main
character	in	a	romance	novel	fans	may	be	ready	to	riot	against	you.The	Marketability	Of	Your	Books:	Publishers,	agents,	and	booksellers	rely	heavily	on	genre	categorization	to	market	and	sell	books.	For	self-publishing	authors,	also	need	to	know	their	genre	so	they	can	target	their	marketing	to	get	their	book	in	front	of	the	correct	audience.Writing
Guidelines:	Different	genres	often	come	with	specific	writing	guidelines.	Romance	novels,	for	instance,	have	certain	conventions	regarding	character	development	and	the	central	romantic	plot.	Understanding	these	guidelines	can	help	structure	your	story	effectively.Reader	Engagement:	Readers	often	choose	books	based	on	their	preferred	genres.	If
you	know	your	genre,	you	can	tailor	your	writing	to	resonate	more	deeply	with	your	target	audience,	increasing	the	chances	of	reader	engagement	and	positive	reviews.Competitive	Edge:	The	publishing	industry	is	highly	competitive.	Knowing	your	genre	allows	you	to	identify	your	competition	and	differentiate	your	work.	It	helps	you	find	a	unique
angle	or	twist	that	sets	your	book	apart	from	others	in	the	same	genre.	Literary	fiction	is	a	genre	characterized	by	its	focus	on	more	artistic	storytelling.	It	delves	into	profound	themes	that	show	the	human	experience	through	stories	primarily	centered	around	complex	characters.	Literary	fiction	focuses	more	on	the	narrative	structure	and	quality	of
writing	rather	than	plot-driven	stories.	Literary	fiction	tends	to	challenge	conventional	storytelling	norms	and	may	not	always	follow	genre	norms,	making	it	more	unpredictable	and	open	to	interpretation,	whereas	popular	fiction	follows	more	of	a	set	structure	where	the	plot	moves	the	story	forward.	Popular	fiction	has	more	emphasis	on	fast-paced
storytelling,	entertainment,	and	meeting	genre-specific	expectations.	Literary	Fiction	is	often	a	more	open-ended	exploration	of	storytelling	that	aims	to	be	thought-provoking	rather	than	entertaining.	Contemporary	fiction	focuses	on	the	challenges	and	predicaments	faced	by	the	protagonist	in	relatable	real-world	experiences.	Contemporary	fiction
places	its	characters	in	the	midst	of	the	challenges	of	everyday	life	in	the	contemporary	era.	These	narratives	often	revolve	around	the	intricacies	of	relationships,	workplace	dynamics,	and	the	pursuit	of	personal	and	professional	fulfillment,	all	set	against	the	backdrop	of	the	modern	world.	This	genre	overlaps	with	others	such	as	Contemporary
Romance	or	Contemporary	Fantasy.	It	primarily	serves	as	a	classification	showing	that	the	story	unfolds	in	the	present	day.	Romance	novels	focus	on	the	development	of	romantic	relationships	between	characters	and	explore	themes	of	love,	passion,	and	emotional	connection.	In	the	romance	genre,	the	core	of	the	story	revolves	around	the	romantic
relationship,	with	the	love	between	characters	taking	center	stage.	Romance	novels	are	well	known	for	their	depiction	of	sensual	tension,	and	desire,	and	many	feature	explicit	intimate	encounters.	This	genre,	like	others,	comes	with	distinct	reader	expectations.	With	the	number	one	reader	expectation	of	a	"happily	ever	after"	ending.	Readers	want
things	to	work	out	for	the	romantic	couple.There	are	different	heat	levels	in	romance	books	such	as	sweet,	warm,	sensual,	spicy,	and	erotic.	Romance	frequently	serves	as	a	subplot	within	many	novels,	often	playing	a	complementary	role	in	the	story.	In	books	where	romance	functions	as	a	subplot,	the	central	storyline	remains	separate,	focusing	on
matters	unrelated	to	the	romantic	relationship.	Instead,	the	presence	of	romance	contributes	to	the	overall	plot,	injecting	elements	of	conflict	or	intrigue.	Contemporary	Romance:	Set	in	modern	times,	these	stories	focus	on	love	and	relationships	in	today's	world.Historical	Romance:	These	romances	are	set	in	a	historical	time	period,	often	featuring
historical	events,	settings,	and	cultural	nuances.Regency	Romance:	A	subset	of	historical	romance,	Regency	romances	are	specifically	set	in	the	early	19th	century	during	the	British	Regency	era.Paranormal	Romance:	Combining	elements	of	the	supernatural	with	romance,	these	stories	often	involve	vampires,	werewolves,	witches,	and	other
paranormal	creatures	in	romantic	plots.Fantasy	Romance:	Set	in	fantastical	worlds,	these	stories	blend	romance	with	elements	of	high	fantasy,	magic,	and	mythical	creatures.Science	Fiction	Romance:	These	romances	are	set	in	futuristic	or	science	fiction	settings,	often	exploring	love	in	space	or	in	technologically	advanced	societies.Erotic	Romance:
Known	for	their	explicit	and	sensual	content,	erotic	romances	focus	on	the	physical	aspects	of	romantic	relationships.Romantic	Suspense:	These	stories	combine	romance	with	elements	of	suspense	and	intrigue,	often	featuring	protagonists	dealing	with	danger	or	mystery.Chick-Lit	Romance:	Centered	on	the	lives	and	romantic	experiences	of	young
women,	chick	lit	often	includes	humor	and	a	focus	on	personal	growth.New	Adult	Romance:	Geared	towards	readers	in	their	late	teens	to	early	twenties,	these	romances	explore	the	challenges	of	transitioning	into	adulthood.Clean	Romance:	These	romances	emphasize	emotional	connections	and	love	stories	without	explicit	content	or	mature
themes.Multicultural	Romance:	Celebrating	diverse	backgrounds	and	cultures,	these	stories	feature	characters	from	various	ethnicities	and	backgrounds.Second	Chance	Romance:	Often	involving	reunited	lovers	or	couples	getting	a	second	shot	at	love,	these	romances	explore	themes	of	forgiveness	and	redemption.Sports	Romance:	Set	in	the	world	of
sports,	these	stories	often	feature	athletes	and	the	challenges	they	face	in	relationships.Small-Town	Romance:	These	romances	are	set	in	close-knit	communities,	emphasizing	the	charm	of	small	towns	and	the	connections	between	residents.Holiday	Romance:	Typically	centered	around	holidays	like	Christmas,	these	stories	explore	love	and	romance	in
festive	settings.Amish	Romance:	Set	in	Amish	communities,	these	romances	delve	into	the	unique	customs	and	traditions	of	the	Amish	way	of	life.Romantic	Comedy:	Combining	romance	with	humor,	these	stories	focus	on	lighthearted	and	funny	romantic	situations,	often	leading	to	comedic	misunderstandings	and	happy	endings.Christian	Romance:
These	romances	incorporate	Christian	faith	and	values	into	love	stories,	often	exploring	themes	of	faith,	redemption,	and	the	power	of	love.Cozy	Mystery	Romance:	Blending	romance	with	the	cozy	mystery	genre,	these	stories	involve	amateur	sleuths	solving	mysteries	while	navigating	romantic	relationships.Western	Romance:	Set	in	the	American
West,	these	romances	capture	the	spirit	of	the	frontier	and	often	involve	rugged	cowboys	and	strong-willed	heroines	finding	love	on	the	open	range.Billionaire	Romance:	Featuring	wealthy	protagonists,	these	romances	often	involve	characters	from	different	socioeconomic	backgrounds	finding	love.Gothic	Romance:	Rooted	in	the	gothic	tradition,
these	romances	often	feature	dark,	mysterious	settings,	old	mansions,	and	elements	of	the	supernatural	or	the	macabre,	all	intertwined	with	passionate	love	stories.Time	Travel	Romance:	Characters	in	these	stories	navigate	love	across	different	time	periods,	often	involving	time	travel	or	historical	elements.Mail-Order	Bride	Romance:	These	stories
explore	relationships	that	begin	with	arranged	marriages	or	agreements,	often	set	in	historical	or	Western	settings.	Historical	fiction,	blends	historical	events,	locations,	and	people	into	a	fictional	story.	These	stories	unfold	against	the	backdrop	of	real	historical	periods,	yet	authors	introduce	alterations	and	changes.	For	example,	the	main	character
in	the	story	may	be	someone	who	never	existed	or	some	things	may	happen	a	bit	differently.	Some	stories	have	real	people	who	exist	in	the	background	of	the	story	or	these	made-up	fictional	characters	may	interact	with	real	historical	figures.	Historical	Romance:	Combining	historical	settings	with	romantic	storylines,	these	novels	focus	on	love	and
relationships	within	a	historical	context.Historical	Mystery:	These	stories	blend	historical	settings	with	mystery	plots,	often	involving	amateur	sleuths	solving	crimes	in	the	past.Historical	Adventure:	Combining	historical	accuracy	with	thrilling	adventures,	these	novels	often	feature	explorers,	pirates,	or	adventurers	in	historical	settings.Historical
Fantasy:	Merging	historical	settings	with	elements	of	fantasy,	such	as	magic,	mythical	creatures,	or	supernatural	events.Historical	Thriller:	Intense	and	suspenseful	narratives	set	in	the	past,	often	involving	espionage,	intrigue,	or	high-stakes	conflict.Historical	War	Fiction:	Focusing	on	the	events,	characters,	and	impact	of	wars	throughout	history,
such	as	World	War	II	or	the	American	Civil	War.Historical	Biographical	Fiction:	These	books	fictionalize	the	lives	of	real	historical	figures,	offering	readers	a	narrative	exploration	of	their	experiences.World	War	I	Fiction:	Focusing	on	the	events,	characters,	and	impact	of	World	War	I,	including	the	challenges	and	sacrifices	made	during	this
tumultuous	period.World	War	II	Historical	Fiction:	Centered	on	the	events	of	World	War	II,	these	stories	provide	a	window	into	the	lives	of	individuals	affected	by	the	war.Ancient	Historical	Fiction:	Set	in	ancient	civilizations	like	Rome,	Greece,	or	Egypt,	these	novels	transport	readers	to	distant	historical	eras.Medieval	Historical	Fiction:	These	stories
are	set	in	the	medieval	period,	often	featuring	knights,	castles,	and	feudal	society.Regency	Historical	Fiction:	Specifically	set	in	the	early	19th	century	during	the	British	Regency	era,	these	novels	often	involve	societal	norms	and	aristocratic	life.Civil	War	Historical	Fiction:	Focused	on	the	American	Civil	War,	these	stories	explore	the	lives	of
individuals	caught	in	the	midst	of	this	historic	conflict.Victorian	Historical	Fiction:	Set	during	the	Victorian	era,	these	novels	capture	the	social	and	cultural	dynamics	of	the	19th	century.Tudor	Historical	Fiction:	Centered	on	the	Tudor	dynasty	in	England,	these	stories	often	revolve	around	the	reigns	of	monarchs	like	Henry	VIII	and	Elizabeth
I.Colonial	Historical	Fiction:	These	narratives	transport	readers	to	the	early	days	of	colonial	America,	exploring	the	challenges	and	triumphs	of	settlers.Nautical	Historical	Fiction:	Set	on	the	high	seas,	these	novels	often	feature	sailors,	pirates,	or	naval	adventures	in	historical	settings.Renaissance	Historical	Fiction:	Set	during	the	Renaissance	period,
these	stories	explore	the	artistic,	cultural,	and	political	developments	of	the	time.Prehistoric	Historical	Fiction:	These	novels	are	set	in	prehistoric	eras,	featuring	early	human	societies	and	their	struggles	for	survival.Rural	Historical	Fiction:	Often	set	in	rural	or	agricultural	communities,	these	stories	highlight	the	lifestyles	and	challenges	of	the
countryside.Colonial	and	Postcolonial	Fiction:	Examining	the	effects	of	colonization	and	its	aftermath	in	various	regions	of	the	world.Industrial	Revolution	Historical	Fiction:	Set	during	the	Industrial	Revolution,	these	narratives	delve	into	the	societal	changes	brought	about	by	technological	advancements.Holocaust	Historical	Fiction:	Focused	on	the
Holocaust	during	World	War	II,	these	stories	offer	a	poignant	look	at	the	experiences	of	survivors	and	victims.Roaring	Twenties	Historical	Fiction:	Set	in	the	1920s,	these	novels	capture	the	vibrancy	and	societal	shifts	of	the	Jazz	Age.Historical	Family	Saga:	Multigenerational	stories	that	follow	a	family	or	lineage	through	different	historical
periods.Pirate	Fiction:	Stories	centered	on	pirates	and	their	adventures,	often	taking	place	during	the	Golden	Age	of	Piracy.Gilded	Age	Fiction:	Set	in	the	late	19th	century,	during	the	Gilded	Age	in	the	United	States,	exploring	the	social,	economic,	and	cultural	dynamics	of	this	era	of	rapid	industrialization	and	wealth	accumulation.Revolutionary	War
Historical	Fiction:	Centered	on	the	American	Revolutionary	War,	these	stories	explore	the	struggles	for	independence.	Thriller	is	also	interchangeably	referred	to	as	suspense.	This	genre	also	is	often	a	big	part	of	the	Mystery,	Crime,	and	Horror	genres.	Thriller	fiction	usually	centers	on	a	protagonist's	desperate	struggle	for	self-preservation	or
survival	rather	than	a	quest	to	rescue	others.	This	genre	is	infused	with	rapid	pacing	and	an	abundance	of	action.	Thrillers	are	renowned	for	their	abundance	of	gripping	cliffhangers.	These	stories	are	crafted	to	bring	out	emotions	of	curiosity,	apprehension,	suspense,	dread,	anxiety,	and	tension.	Psychological	Thriller:	These	novels	delve	deep	into	the
human	psyche,	exploring	the	psychological	aspects	of	suspense	and	tension.Legal	Thriller:	Set	in	the	legal	world,	these	stories	often	involve	lawyers,	courtroom	drama,	and	legal	conflicts.Political	Thriller:	These	thrillers	revolve	around	political	conspiracies,	power	struggles,	and	government	intrigue.Espionage/	Spy	Thriller:	Focused	on	espionage	and
espionage	agents,	these	stories	feature	covert	operations,	international	intrigue,	and	spies	in	action.Mystery	Thriller:	Combining	elements	of	mystery	and	suspense,	these	novels	involve	solving	complex	puzzles	and	uncovering	hidden	truths.Medical	Thriller:	These	thrillers	are	set	in	the	medical	field,	often	involving	medical	professionals	dealing	with
life-and-death	situations	and	medical	mysteries.Techno-Thriller:	Centered	on	technology	and	its	potential	dangers,	these	stories	often	explore	cybersecurity,	hacking,	and	futuristic	technology.Conspiracy	Thriller:	These	novels	involve	intricate	conspiracies,	cover-ups,	and	protagonists	trying	to	unravel	hidden	plots.Supernatural	Thriller:	Combining
elements	of	the	supernatural	with	suspense,	these	stories	often	feature	paranormal	phenomena	and	eerie	mysteries.Historical	Thriller:	Set	in	the	past,	these	thrillers	incorporate	historical	events,	settings,	and	mysteries.Domestic	Thriller:	These	stories	revolve	around	suspenseful	events	happening	within	a	family	or	household,	often	exploring	secrets
and	hidden	dangers.Serial	Killer	Thriller:	Focused	on	the	pursuit	of	serial	killers,	these	novels	involve	intense	investigations	and	cat-and-mouse	games	between	law	enforcement	and	killers.Military	Thriller:	These	thrillers	are	set	in	military	environments	and	often	involve	military	operations,	special	forces,	and	high-stakes	combat.Heist	Thriller:
Centered	on	elaborate	heists	and	thefts,	these	stories	involve	intricate	planning	and	high-risk	criminal	activities.Technological	Thriller:	Exploring	the	potential	dangers	of	technology,	these	novels	often	involve	cyber	threats,	artificial	intelligence,	and	futuristic	scenarios.Adventure	Thriller:	These	thrillers	combine	elements	of	adventure	with	suspense,
often	featuring	protagonists	on	thrilling	quests	or	expeditions.Financial	Thriller:	Set	in	the	world	of	finance,	these	stories	involve	financial	crimes,	corporate	intrigue,	and	high-stakes	financial	dealings.Art	and	Artifact	Thriller:	These	novels	revolve	around	the	theft,	recovery,	or	pursuit	of	valuable	artworks	or	historical	artifacts.Environmental	Thriller:
Focused	on	environmental	issues	and	disasters,	these	stories	often	involve	ecological	threats	and	the	race	to	prevent	or	mitigate	them.Survival	Thriller:	These	thrillers	feature	characters	facing	extreme	survival	situations,	often	in	remote	or	hostile	environments.Disaster	Thriller:	These	novels	focus	on	catastrophic	events	such	as	natural	disasters,
pandemics,	or	apocalyptic	scenarios,	exploring	the	survival	and	response	efforts.Action	Thriller:	Infused	with	high-octane	action	sequences,	these	stories	involve	intense	physical	confrontations,	chases,	and	adrenaline-pumping	situations.Religious	Thriller:	Often	blending	elements	of	religion	and	the	supernatural,	these	thrillers	delve	into	religious
mysteries,	artifacts,	or	conflicts.Forensic	Thriller:	Centered	around	forensic	experts,	these	novels	involve	the	scientific	investigation	of	crimes,	often	featuring	detailed	analysis	and	crime-solving	techniques.	The	horror	genre	aspires	to	evoke	fear,	dread,	and	spine-tingling	unease	in	its	readers.The	Horror	genre	is	characterized	by	stories	that	delve
into	the	darkest	corners	of	human	imagination,	often	featuring	supernatural	entities,	evil	forces,	monsters,	and	killers.	Within	this	genre,	authors	skillfully	craft	tales	of	suspense,	terror,	and	psychological	torment,	inviting	readers	to	confront	their	deepest	fears.	Horror	novels	explore	the	unknown,	delving	into	themes	of	mortality,	the	supernatural,
and	the	human	capacity	for	cruelty	and	human	resilience	in	the	face	of	terrifying	circumstances.	This	genre	taps	into	primal	fears	and	keeps	readers	on	the	edge	of	their	seats,	leaving	a	memorable	mark	on	readers	long	after	finishing	reading	the	story.	Supernatural	Horror:	Featuring	supernatural	elements	like	ghosts,	demons,	and	otherworldly
entities,	these	stories	often	explore	the	unknown	and	the	unexplainable.Psychological	Horror:	Centered	on	the	human	psyche,	these	narratives	delve	into	the	darkest	recesses	of	the	mind,	often	blurring	the	line	between	reality	and	madness.Gothic	Horror:	Rooted	in	Gothic	literature,	these	stories	are	characterized	by	gloomy	settings,	eerie
atmospheres,	and	themes	of	decay	and	ancestral	curses.Body	Horror:	These	narratives	focus	on	grotesque	and	disturbing	transformations	of	the	human	body,	often	involving	mutations,	disease,	or	mutilation.Survival	Horror:	Typically	set	in	isolated	or	dangerous	environments,	these	stories	follow	characters	as	they	struggle	to	survive	against
horrifying	threats.Lovecraftian	Horror:	Inspired	by	the	works	of	H.P.	Lovecraft,	these	stories	often	feature	cosmic	horror,	eldritch	creatures,	and	the	insignificance	of	humanity	in	the	face	of	vast,	malevolent	forces.Monster	Horror:	Centered	on	monstrous	creatures,	these	narratives	feature	creatures	like	vampires,	werewolves,	zombies,	and	other
terrifying	beings.Haunted	House	Horror:	These	stories	revolve	around	malevolent	spirits	or	entities	haunting	a	specific	location,	often	leading	to	psychological	torment	for	the	inhabitants.Found	Footage	Horror:	Presented	as	if	filmed	by	the	characters	themselves,	these	stories	provide	a	sense	of	realism	and	immediacy,	often	involving	supernatural	or
paranormal	encounters.Folk	Horror:	Rooted	in	folklore	and	rural	settings,	these	stories	explore	ancient	and	pagan	rituals,	often	revealing	hidden	horrors	within	secluded	communities.Cosmic	Horror:	Expanding	upon	Lovecraftian	themes,	cosmic	horror	delves	into	the	insignificance	of	humanity	in	a	vast	and	uncaring	universe,	often	featuring
incomprehensible	cosmic	entities.Serial	Killer	Horror:	Focused	on	the	pursuit	of	serial	killers,	these	narratives	delve	into	the	psychological	and	forensic	aspects	of	crime,	often	involving	intense	cat-and-mouse	games.Body	Snatcher	Horror:	These	stories	often	feature	the	invasion	or	replacement	of	human	bodies	by	alien	or	parasitic	entities,	leading	to
paranoia	and	mistrust.J-Horror	and	K-Horror:	Originating	from	Japan	(J-Horror)	and	Korea	(K-Horror),	these	subgenres	are	known	for	their	unique	cultural	elements	and	terrifying	ghosts	or	supernatural	beings.Childhood	Horror:	Centered	on	the	fears	and	vulnerabilities	of	children,	these	stories	often	involve	sinister	imaginary	friends,	monsters	under
the	bed,	and	malevolent	adults.Viral	Outbreak	Horror:	These	narratives	explore	the	horrors	of	pandemics,	viral	outbreaks,	and	the	collapse	of	society	in	the	face	of	a	deadly	contagion.Cannibal	Horror:	Featuring	cannibalistic	beings	or	communities,	these	stories	delve	into	the	gruesome	and	taboo	aspects	of	human	consumption.Technology	Horror:
Centered	on	the	dark	side	of	technology,	these	stories	often	involve	malevolent	artificial	intelligence,	surveillance,	and	the	consequences	of	modern	inventions.Time	Travel	Horror:	Combining	time	travel	with	horror,	these	narratives	often	involve	characters	facing	terrifying	consequences	as	they	manipulate	the	fabric	of	time.Apocalyptic	Horror:	Set	in
post-apocalyptic	worlds,	these	stories	explore	the	horrors	of	societal	collapse,	survival,	and	the	supernatural	or	monstrous	threats	that	emerge.Slasher	Horror:	These	stories	typically	feature	a	relentless,	often	masked,	killer	who	stalks	and	brutally	murders	victims,	often	with	a	focus	on	gore	and	violence.Quiet	Horror:	Focused	on	subtlety	and
psychological	dread,	these	narratives	create	an	atmosphere	of	unease	and	fear	through	understated	and	eerie	elements.Creepy	Kids:	Featuring	children	or	young	characters	as	the	source	of	horror,	these	stories	explore	the	unsettling	and	supernatural	aspects	of	childhood	innocence	turned	malevolent.Historical	Horror:	Set	in	the	past,	these	stories
blend	historical	settings	with	horror	elements,	exploring	the	dark	and	eerie	aspects	of	history.Science-Fiction	Horror:	Merging	science	fiction	with	horror,	these	narratives	often	involve	futuristic	technology,	extraterrestrial	threats,	or	scientific	experiments	gone	awry.Dark	Fantasy	Horror:	Combining	dark	fantasy	with	horror,	these	stories	often
feature	supernatural	creatures,	magic,	and	eerie	worlds	filled	with	danger.Paranormal	Horror:Centered	on	paranormal	phenomena	such	as	ghosts,	poltergeists,	and	hauntings,	these	narratives	often	involve	investigations	into	the	supernatural.	The	Mystery	often	has	lots	of	suspense,	intrigue,	and	the	quest	for	answers.	These	stories	often	revolve
around	a	perplexing	puzzle,	a	crime	to	be	solved,	or	a	hidden	truth	waiting	to	be	uncovered.	At	the	heart	of	a	mystery	novel	is	the	process	of	investigation,	as	detectives,	amateur	sleuths,	or	even	ordinary	individuals	use	their	wits	and	deductive	skills	to	unravel	the	enigma.	Readers	are	drawn	into	a	world	of	suspense,	where	secrets	lurk	behind	every
corner,	and	unexpected	twists	keep	them	guessing	until	the	very	end.	Whether	it's	a	classic	"whodunit"	or	a	psychological	thriller,	the	Mystery	genre	offers	an	enticing	journey	into	the	depths	of	human	curiosity	and	the	thrill	of	solving	the	unknown.	Cozy	Mystery:	These	mysteries	often	feature	amateur	sleuths	in	small,	close-knit	communities,	and
they	typically	have	a	lighthearted	tone	with	minimal	violence	and	gore.Police	Procedural:	Focused	on	the	detailed,	realistic	procedures	of	law	enforcement,	these	mysteries	follow	detectives	as	they	investigate	crimes,	often	highlighting	the	teamwork	and	forensic	aspects	of	solving	cases.Hard-Boiled	Mystery:	Characterized	by	tough,	gritty
protagonists,	hard-boiled	mysteries	often	involve	complex,	morally	ambiguous	cases	and	a	dark,	urban	setting.Historical	Mystery:	Set	in	the	past,	these	mysteries	blend	historical	settings	with	crime-solving	elements,	offering	readers	a	glimpse	into	bygone	eras.Amateur	Sleuth:	These	mysteries	feature	non-professional	detectives,	such	as	journalists,
teachers,	or	librarians,	who	use	their	unique	skills	to	solve	crimes.Legal	Thriller:	Often	revolving	around	legal	proceedings,	these	mysteries	involve	lawyers,	prosecutors,	or	defense	attorneys	who	uncover	dark	secrets	and	navigate	the	justice	system.Medical	Mystery:	These	mysteries	typically	involve	medical	professionals,	like	doctors	or	forensic
pathologists,	solving	intricate	medical	or	scientific	puzzles.Culinary	Mystery:	Combining	mystery	with	the	world	of	food	and	cooking,	these	stories	often	feature	amateur	chefs	or	bakers	solving	crimes	while	whipping	up	delicious	dishes.Espionage	and	Spy	Mystery:	These	mysteries	delve	into	the	world	of	espionage,	featuring	spies	and	secret	agents
navigating	treacherous	international	landscapes.Psychological	Thriller:	Characterized	by	psychological	tension	and	mind	games,	these	mysteries	often	explore	the	complexities	of	the	human	mind	and	the	blurred	lines	between	reality	and	perception.Paranormal	Mystery:	Combining	elements	of	the	supernatural	with	crime-solving,	these	mysteries
involve	ghosts,	psychics,	or	other	paranormal	elements.Locked-Room	Mystery:	These	puzzles	involve	a	seemingly	impossible	crime	committed	in	a	closed	or	confined	space,	challenging	the	detective	to	uncover	the	truth.Amish	Mystery:	Set	in	Amish	communities,	these	mysteries	combine	the	unique	aspects	of	Amish	culture	with	intriguing	crimes	to
solve.Political	Mystery:	Centered	on	political	intrigue,	these	mysteries	often	involve	politicians,	government	conspiracies,	and	the	power	struggles	within	political	arenas.Humorous	Mystery:	Infused	with	humor	and	wit,	these	mysteries	offer	a	lighthearted	take	on	crime-solving,	often	featuring	quirky	characters	and	comedic	situations.International
Mystery:	These	mysteries	take	readers	on	a	globetrotting	adventure,	with	investigations	spanning	multiple	countries	and	cultures.Art	Mystery:	Often	involving	stolen	art,	forgeries,	or	mysteries	within	the	art	world,	these	stories	combine	intrigue	with	artistic	pursuits.Travel	Mystery:	These	mysteries	follow	characters	on	journeys	or	vacations,	where
they	become	embroiled	in	unexpected	crime-solving	adventures.Serial	Killer	Thriller:	Focused	on	the	pursuit	of	serial	killers,	these	mysteries	delve	into	the	psychology	of	both	the	criminal	and	the	investigator.Technological	Mystery:	These	mysteries	explore	the	world	of	technology,	often	involving	hacking,	cybercrime,	or	the	dark	side	of	the	digital
age.Caper:	Caper	mysteries	typically	involve	heists,	thefts,	or	elaborate	schemes,	with	a	focus	on	planning	and	executing	a	high-stakes	crime.Howdunit:	In	these	mysteries,	the	emphasis	is	on	unraveling	the	method	or	mechanics	behind	a	crime,	challenging	readers	to	solve	the	puzzle	of	"how	it	was	done."Noir:	Noir	mysteries	have	a	dark,	gritty,	and
often	morally	ambiguous	tone,	with	a	focus	on	flawed	protagonists	navigating	a	world	filled	with	crime,	corruption,	and	moral	decay.Detective	Fiction:Characterized	by	the	central	role	of	a	professional	detective	or	investigator,	these	mysteries	often	focus	on	their	deductive	skills	and	methodical	approach	to	solving	crimes.	The	Action	and	Adventure
genre	takes	readers	onto	heart-pounding	journeys	filled	with	excitement,	danger,	and	heroic	quests.	These	stories	often	feature	courageous	protagonists	who	embark	on	epic	adventures,	facing	formidable	challenges,	adversaries,	and	the	unknown.	Whether	it's	treasure	hunters	exploring	remote	jungles,	spies	navigating	international	conspiracies,	or
heroes	battling	mythical	beasts,	the	genre's	hallmark	is	its	relentless	pace,	adrenaline-fueled	sequences,	and	moments	of	high-stakes	conflict.	Action	and	Adventure	novels	transport	readers	to	exotic	locales,	ancient	ruins,	and	distant	galaxies,	offering	an	exhilarating	escape	into	worlds	of	daring	escapades	and	unforgettable	quests.	Espionage/	Spy:
Featuring	spies	and	intelligence	operatives	in	high-stakes	missions.Military:	Focused	on	military	operations	and	combat	situations.Survival:	Centered	on	characters	trying	to	survive	in	extreme	conditions.Treasure	Hunting/	Archaeological:	Involving	quests	for	hidden	treasures	and	historical	mysteries.Legal:	Combining	legal	drama	with	action-packed
elements.Techno:	Incorporating	advanced	technology	and	scientific	concepts.Historical:	Set	in	specific	historical	periods	with	adventurous	plots.Pirate:	Set	during	the	age	of	piracy,	often	featuring	swashbuckling	sailors.Spy-Fi:	Blending	espionage	with	futuristic	technology.Political:	Centered	on	political	conspiracies,	power	struggles,	and	government
intrigue.Heist/Caper:	Involving	meticulously	planned	thefts	or	criminal	enterprises.Adventure	Comedy:	Combining	action,	adventure,	and	humor	for	a	lighthearted	reading	experience.Superhero:	Featuring	characters	with	extraordinary	abilities	and	heroic	feats.Western	Adventure:	Transporting	readers	to	the	American	Old	West	with	cowboys	and
outlaws.Environmental:	Addressing	ecological	and	environmental	issues.Pulp:	Harkening	back	to	the	classic	pulp	fiction	era	with	action-packed	narratives.Quest:	Involving	characters	on	epic	journeys	or	quests	for	a	specific	goal.Space	Adventure:	Set	in	outer	space	and	often	featuring	space	exploration	or	spacefaring	characters.Dinosaur	Adventure:
Incorporating	prehistoric	creatures	and	adventurous	situations.Sword	and	Sorcery:	Combining	action	and	adventure	with	elements	of	fantasy	and	magic.Exploration	Adventure:	Featuring	characters	embarking	on	journeys	of	discovery	to	uncharted	lands	or	hidden	realms.Sea	Adventure:	Set	primarily	on	the	high	seas,	often	involving	pirates,	sailors,
or	maritime	expeditions.Jungle	Adventure:	Taking	place	in	dense,	unexplored	jungles	with	protagonists	facing	natural	and	supernatural	challenges.Conspiracy:	Involving	intricate	plots	and	conspiracies,	often	with	characters	uncovering	dark	secrets.Artifact	Quest:	Revolving	around	quests	to	find	and	protect	powerful	or	mystical	artifacts.Spy/Secret
Agent:	Focusing	on	the	covert	operations	and	espionage	missions	of	secret	agents.Rescue	Mission:	Centered	on	characters	attempting	daring	rescues	of	hostages,	prisoners,	or	captured	allies.Wild	West:	Set	in	the	American	frontier	during	the	19th	century,	featuring	cowboys,	outlaws,	and	frontier	justice.Desert	Adventure:	Taking	place	in	arid	desert
landscapes,	often	with	survival	as	a	central	theme.Underwater	Adventure:	Featuring	underwater	exploration,	submarines,	or	adventures	in	the	depths	of	the	ocean.Island	Adventure:	Set	on	remote	islands,	often	with	characters	facing	isolation	and	danger.Historical	Naval:	Focusing	on	naval	battles,	exploration,	and	adventures	during	specific
historical	periods.Steampunk	Adventure:	Combining	action	and	adventure	with	the	aesthetics	and	technology	of	the	steampunk	genre.Biopunk	Adventure:	Exploring	biological	and	genetic	advancements	in	an	action-packed	context.Space	Opera:	Offering	epic,	sweeping	space	adventures	with	grand	conflicts	and	cosmic	settings.Time	Travel	Adventure:
Involving	time	travel	as	a	central	plot	element,	with	characters	navigating	different	eras.Robot/Android	Adventure:	Featuring	robotic	or	android	characters	in	action-packed	narratives.Post-Apocalyptic	Adventure:	Set	in	a	world	devastated	by	a	catastrophic	event,	often	with	characters	struggling	to	survive.Cyberpunk	Adventure:	Combining	high-tech,
futuristic	settings	with	action	and	intrigue.Mythical	Creature	Adventure:	Featuring	mythical	creatures	like	dragons,	monsters,	or	legendary	beasts.	The	Science	Fiction	genre	is	a	boundless	realm	of	imagination	that	propels	readers	into	the	uncharted	territories	of	the	future,	the	cosmos,	and	the	limitless	possibilities	of	science	and	technology.	These
narratives	explore	speculative	concepts,	advanced	civilizations,	and	futuristic	landscapes,	often	delving	into	the	profound	impact	of	scientific	advancements	on	society,	morality,	and	human	existence.	From	space	exploration	to	time	travel,	artificial	intelligence	to	extraterrestrial	encounters,	Science	Fiction	offers	a	captivating	blend	of	scientific
accuracy	and	creative	vision.	It	challenges	readers	to	contemplate	the	"what	ifs"	of	the	universe,	serving	as	a	lens	through	which	we	can	reflect	on	the	potential	consequences,	ethical	dilemmas,	and	profound	wonders	of	our	ever-evolving	world.	Space	Opera:	Epic	tales	set	in	the	vastness	of	space,	often	featuring	complex	interstellar	politics	and	grand
adventures.Cyberpunk:	Focusing	on	futuristic,	high-tech,	and	dystopian	settings,	with	an	emphasis	on	computer	technology	and	cybernetics.Hard	Science	Fiction:	Grounded	in	real	scientific	principles	and	rigorous	accuracy,	exploring	scientific	concepts	and	possibilities.Dystopian:	Set	in	bleak	future	societies	characterized	by	oppressive	governments,
social	decay,	or	environmental	collapse.Post-Apocalyptic:	Taking	place	after	a	catastrophic	event,	exploring	the	challenges	of	survival	and	rebuilding.Time	Travel:	Involving	time	travel	as	a	central	plot	element,	with	characters	navigating	different	time	periods.Alternate	History:	Reimagining	historical	events	with	speculative	changes,	creating	new
worlds	or	timelines.Steampunk:	Blending	Victorian-era	aesthetics	with	advanced	steam-powered	technology	and	alternate	history.Biopunk:	Exploring	biological	and	genetic	advancements	in	a	futuristic	context,	often	involving	genetic	engineering.Space	Exploration:	Focused	on	the	exploration	of	outer	space,	new	planets,	and	the	challenges	of	deep
space	travel.Military	Science	Fiction:	Centered	on	military	operations	in	futuristic	settings,	often	involving	space	warfare.Alien	Contact:	Exploring	interactions	with	extraterrestrial	life	forms	and	the	consequences	of	such	encounters.Robot/AI	Science	Fiction:	Featuring	artificial	intelligence,	robots,	and	the	ethical	dilemmas	surrounding	advanced
technology.Political	Science	Fiction:	Dealing	with	political	and	social	issues	within	futuristic	or	alternate	societies.Social	Science	Fiction:	Examining	the	impact	of	societal	changes,	often	through	speculative	social	experiments.Climate	Fiction	(Cli-Fi):	Addressing	the	consequences	of	climate	change	and	environmental	issues	in	the	future.Apocalyptic
Science	Fiction:	Depicting	the	lead-up	to	an	apocalyptic	event	or	the	immediate	aftermath.Solarpunk:	Offering	an	optimistic	vision	of	the	future	with	sustainable	technology	and	ecological	themes.Nanopunk:	Exploring	the	implications	of	nanotechnology	and	microscopic	machines	in	society.First	Contact:	Focused	on	initial	encounters	with	alien
civilizations	and	the	challenges	of	communication.Space	Western:	Merging	the	elements	of	space	travel	with	the	frontier	spirit	of	the	Wild	West.Steampunk	Space:	Combining	the	steampunk	aesthetic	with	spacefaring	adventures.Genetic	Engineering:	Exploring	the	ethical	and	scientific	consequences	of	manipulating	DNA.Nano-Tech	Sci-Fi:	Focusing
on	the	world	of	nanotechnology	and	its	impact	on	society.Mars	Colonization:	Centered	on	the	colonization	and	terraforming	of	the	planet	Mars.Galactic	Empire:	Featuring	vast	empires	spanning	multiple	star	systems	and	the	power	struggles	within.Parallel	Universes:	Involving	the	exploration	of	alternate	realities	and	parallel	dimensions.Space
Pirates:	Adventure	tales	of	swashbuckling	pirates	in	the	depths	of	space.Solar	System	Exploration:	Focused	on	the	exploration	of	our	own	solar	system,	including	distant	planets	and	moons.Future	War:	Depicting	large-scale	conflicts	in	futuristic	settings,	often	with	advanced	weaponry.Utopian	Science	Fiction:	Offering	a	positive	vision	of	the	future
with	advanced	technology	and	societal	harmony.Mind	and	Consciousness:	Exploring	the	nature	of	consciousness,	mind	uploading,	and	digital	existence.Cybernetic	Enhancements:	Delving	into	the	integration	of	technology	with	the	human	body	and	its	implications.Nuclear	Apocalypse:	Centered	on	the	aftermath	of	nuclear	war	and	its	effects	on
society.Climate	Fiction	(Cli-Fi):	Addressing	ecological	and	climate-related	challenges	in	a	speculative	future.Space	Horror:	Combining	elements	of	science	fiction	with	horror	themes	and	extraterrestrial	threats.Solar	Punk:	Focusing	on	environmentally	conscious,	sustainable	futures	with	green	technology.Transhumanism:	Exploring	the	evolution	of
humanity	through	advanced	technology	and	modification.Colonization	and	Terraforming:	Depicting	the	challenges	of	settling	and	transforming	alien	worlds.Alternate	Physics:	Speculating	on	alternative	laws	of	physics	or	dimensions	that	affect	the	story's	reality.	The	Fantasy	genre	is	a	mesmerizing	realm	of	storytelling	that	transports	readers	to
enchanting	worlds	filled	with	magic,	mythical	creatures,	and	epic	quests.	These	narratives	transcend	the	boundaries	of	reality,	inviting	readers	to	journey	through	realms	where	the	laws	of	nature	are	replaced	by	the	extraordinary.	From	sword-wielding	heroes	battling	ancient	evils	to	young	wizards	discovering	their	hidden	powers,	Fantasy	weaves
tales	of	wonder	and	adventure	where	imagination	knows	no	bounds.	At	its	heart,	this	genre	sparks	the	imagination,	inviting	readers	to	believe	in	the	extraordinary	and	explore	the	realms	of	the	impossible,	making	it	a	timeless	and	enchanting	genre	beloved	by	readers	of	all	ages.	High	Fantasy	(Epic	Fantasy):	Set	in	entirely	fictional	worlds	with
complex	mythologies,	multiple	races,	and	grand	adventures.Low	Fantasy:	Integrates	fantastical	elements	into	our	own	world,	often	with	hidden	magical	societies	or	beings.Urban	Fantasy:	Combines	fantasy	elements	with	an	urban,	contemporary	setting,	often	involving	supernatural	detective	or	urban	wizard	themes.Sword	and	Sorcery:	Focuses	on
action-packed	adventures	with	warrior	protagonists,	often	in	gritty	and	dangerous	settings.Steampunk	Fantasy:	Blends	fantasy	with	19th-century	steam-powered	technology,	often	set	in	alternative	historical	periods.Portal	Fantasy:	Involves	characters	traveling	to	fantastical	realms	through	portals	or	gateways.Magical	Realism:	Incorporates	magical
or	fantastical	elements	into	a	realistic,	everyday	world,	blurring	the	line	between	reality	and	fantasy.Fairy	Tale	Retellings:	Reimagines	classic	fairy	tales	with	new	twists,	perspectives,	or	modern	sensibilities.Historical	Fantasy:	Combines	historical	settings	or	periods	with	magical	elements,	offering	an	alternative	view	of	history.Dark	Fantasy:	Features
darker,	more	sinister	themes,	often	involving	morally	ambiguous	characters	or	grim	worlds.Heroic	Fantasy:	Centers	around	heroic	quests,	typically	with	a	chosen	one	or	hero's	journey	narrative.Mythological	Fantasy:	Draws	inspiration	from	world	mythology,	featuring	gods,	legends,	and	mythical	creatures.Grimdark	Fantasy:	Emphasizes	realism,
morally	complex	characters,	and	a	bleak	or	gritty	tone.Comedic	Fantasy:	Infuses	humor	and	satire	into	fantastical	adventures	and	magical	worlds.Dragon	Fantasy:	Highlights	dragons	as	central	elements,	often	exploring	their	roles	in	the	world.Military	Fantasy:	Involves	warfare	and	battles	in	fantastical	settings,	with	a	focus	on	military
strategy.Fairytale	Fantasy:	Adapts	fairy	tales	into	longer,	more	complex	narratives,	exploring	their	worlds	and	characters.Arthurian	Fantasy:	Revolves	around	the	legends	of	King	Arthur,	the	Knights	of	the	Round	Table,	and	the	Arthurian	mythos.Elemental	Magic:	Focuses	on	magic	tied	to	the	elements	(earth,	air,	fire,	water),	with	characters
harnessing	elemental	powers.Wuxia	Fantasy:	Influenced	by	Chinese	martial	arts	literature,	featuring	martial	artists	with	supernatural	abilities.Alien	Fantasy:	Features	otherworldly	creatures	and	beings,	often	involving	interstellar	adventures	and	unique	extraterrestrial	worlds.Time	Travel	Fantasy:	Incorporates	time	travel	as	a	central	theme,	allowing
characters	to	explore	different	eras	or	timelines.Mythic	Fantasy:	Draws	inspiration	from	ancient	myths	and	legends,	reimagining	them	with	fresh	perspectives.Quest	Fantasy:	Focuses	on	epic	quests,	journeys,	or	adventures	undertaken	by	characters	to	achieve	a	significant	goal.Folklore	Fantasy:	Weaves	elements	from	regional	folklore	and	legends
into	the	story,	reflecting	cultural	traditions.Alternate	History	Fantasy:	Explores	alternative	historical	events	and	outcomes	influenced	by	magical	or	fantastical	elements.Cultural	Fantasy:	Emphasizes	the	richness	of	various	cultures	and	their	mythologies,	often	featuring	diverse	characters	and	settings.Animal	Fantasy:	Features	anthropomorphic
animals	as	main	characters	in	fantastical	adventures.Stealth	Fantasy:	Blends	elements	of	espionage,	spies,	or	covert	operations	with	fantasy	settings	and	magic.Crossover	Fantasy:	Merges	elements	from	multiple	subgenres,	creating	unique	and	unexpected	combinations.	The	Paranormal	genre	ventures	into	the	mysterious	and	the	unexplained,	where
the	supernatural	takes	center	stage	in	stories	that	challenge	our	perception	of	reality.	These	narratives	delve	into	the	world	of	ghosts,	spirits,	vampires,	werewolves,	psychics,	and	otherworldly	phenomena,	blurring	the	lines	between	the	natural	and	the	supernatural.	Paranormal	fiction	taps	into	our	fascination	with	the	unknown	and	our	desire	to
explore	the	hidden	dimensions	of	existence,	often	weaving	tales	of	suspense,	romance,	and	intrigue	that	unfold	against	a	backdrop	of	eerie	and	enigmatic	forces.	Whether	it's	a	haunted	house,	a	cursed	artifact,	or	individuals	with	extraordinary	abilities,	this	genre	invites	readers	to	embrace	the	eerie	and	the	extraordinary,	embarking	on	journeys	into
the	realms	of	the	unexplained.	Urban	Fantasy:	Set	in	contemporary,	often	urban	settings,	where	paranormal	elements	like	magic	and	supernatural	creatures	coexist	with	the	modern	world.Paranormal	Romance:	Combines	paranormal	elements	with	romantic	storylines,	often	featuring	relationships	between	humans	and	supernatural	beings	like
vampires,	werewolves,	or	witches.Supernatural	Mystery:	Blends	elements	of	mystery	and	paranormal,	with	characters	solving	supernatural	or	paranormal	cases,	often	involving	ghosts,	spirits,	or	otherworldly	phenomena.Ghost	Stories:	Focuses	on	encounters	with	ghosts	and	spirits,	exploring	themes	of	hauntings,	possessions,	and	the	afterlife.Psychic
Detectives:	Features	protagonists	with	psychic	abilities,	such	as	clairvoyance	or	telepathy,	who	use	their	powers	to	solve	crimes	or	mysteries.Time-Travel	Paranormal:	Involves	time-traveling	characters	who	navigate	the	past,	present,	or	future	while	encountering	paranormal	elements.Witches	and	Wicca:	Revolves	around	witches,	wizards,	or
practitioners	of	Wicca,	often	delving	into	magical	rituals,	spells,	and	witchcraft.Mediumship:	Focuses	on	characters	with	the	ability	to	communicate	with	the	dead,	often	helping	spirits	resolve	unfinished	business.Angel	and	Demon	Paranormal:	Explores	the	realms	of	angels	and	demons,	their	interactions	with	humans,	and	the	eternal	battle	between
good	and	evil.Haunted	Houses:	Centers	around	haunted	or	cursed	locations,	with	characters	uncovering	the	dark	history	and	supernatural	occurrences	within	them.Psychic	Powers:	Features	characters	with	various	psychic	abilities,	such	as	telekinesis,	precognition,	or	mind-reading,	and	how	these	powers	affect	their	lives.Paranormal	Historical:	Sets
paranormal	events	or	creatures	within	historical	time	periods,	blending	history	with	the	supernatural.Changeling	and	Fairy	Lore:	Draws	inspiration	from	folklore	and	mythology,	often	involving	changelings,	fairies,	and	other	mythical	creatures.Alien	Abduction:	Explores	the	theme	of	extraterrestrial	encounters,	UFOs,	and	alien	abductions.Poltergeist
Activity:	Focuses	on	violent	and	mischievous	supernatural	entities	that	create	chaos	and	havoc	in	the	lives	of	characters.Cursed	Objects:	Involves	cursed	or	haunted	objects	that	bring	misfortune	to	those	who	possess	them.Cryptids	and	Mythical	Beasts:	Features	encounters	with	mysterious	creatures	like	Bigfoot,	the	Loch	Ness	Monster,	or	mythical
beasts	from	various	cultures.Spectral	Horror:	Emphasizes	the	terrifying	and	horrifying	aspects	of	encounters	with	spirits	and	other	spectral	entities.Occult	Mysteries:	Involves	characters	delving	into	the	world	of	occultism,	magic,	and	hidden	knowledge,	often	uncovering	ancient	and	forbidden	secrets.Psychological	Paranormal:	Focuses	on	the
psychological	effects	of	paranormal	experiences,	blurring	the	line	between	reality	and	the	supernatural.Cursed	Bloodlines:	Explores	the	idea	of	generational	curses	or	families	with	supernatural	abilities	or	afflictions	passed	down	through	bloodlines.Zombie	Apocalypse:	Centers	on	zombie	outbreaks	and	the	struggle	for	survival	in	a	world	overrun	by
the	undead.Shapeshifters:	Features	characters	who	can	transform	into	animals	or	other	forms,	often	exploring	themes	of	identity	and	duality.Alien	Invasions:	Explores	the	concept	of	Earth	being	invaded	or	visited	by	extraterrestrial	civilizations	with	varying	intentions.Lovecraftian	Horror:	Draws	inspiration	from	H.P.	Lovecraft's	cosmic	horror,
focusing	on	the	insignificance	of	humanity	in	the	face	of	ancient	and	incomprehensible	cosmic	entities.Wraiths	and	Revenants:	Involves	vengeful	spirits	or	the	return	of	the	dead	seeking	retribution	or	unfinished	business.Parallel	Worlds:	Characters	navigate	parallel	dimensions	or	alternate	realities	with	different	rules	and	supernatural
phenomena.Elemental	Magic:	Features	characters	with	control	over	the	elements,	such	as	fire,	water,	earth,	or	air,	often	tied	to	a	larger	magical	system.Sorcery	and	Dark	Arts:	Explores	characters	practicing	dark	magic,	forbidden	rituals,	and	the	consequences	of	delving	into	the	occult.Exorcism	and	Possession:	Centers	on	the	battle	against	demonic
possession	and	the	efforts	to	exorcise	malevolent	spirits.	The	Western	genre	is	an	evocative	and	rugged	landscape	of	storytelling	that	conjures	images	of	vast	open	plains,	dusty	trails,	and	the	frontier	spirit	of	the	American	West.	These	narratives	transport	readers	to	a	bygone	era	when	the	untamed	wilderness	was	the	backdrop	for	the	adventures	of
cowboys,	outlaws,	and	pioneers.	The	Western	genre	embodies	themes	of	courage,	justice,	and	the	pursuit	of	a	better	life,	often	pitting	characters	against	the	harsh	forces	of	nature	and	the	moral	complexities	of	a	lawless	frontier.	With	iconic	shootouts,	sprawling	landscapes,	and	characters	defined	by	their	grit	and	determination,	Westerns	capture	the
essence	of	a	pivotal	period	in	history,	showcasing	the	enduring	allure	of	the	Wild	West's	untamed	spirit.	Average	Word	Count	for	Western:	70,000	to	100,000	words	The	Dystopian	genre	is	a	thought-provoking	and	often	chilling	exploration	of	bleak,	future	worlds	where	societal	structures	have	crumbled,	and	humanity	faces	the	consequences	of	its



actions.	These	narratives	present	readers	with	harrowing	visions	of	oppressive	governments,	environmental	catastrophes,	and	the	dire	consequences	of	unchecked	technological	advancements.	Dystopian	fiction	serves	as	a	cautionary	mirror	to	our	own	world,	challenging	us	to	contemplate	the	potential	consequences	of	our	choices	and	the	fragility	of
the	systems	that	govern	society.	The	Utopian	Fiction	genre	offers	readers	a	glimpse	into	idealized	worlds	where	human	society	has	achieved	perfection,	harmony,	and	an	idyllic	existence.	These	narratives	present	utopian	visions	where	problems	such	as	inequality,	scarcity,	and	conflict	have	been	resolved	through	innovation,	social	order,	or	advanced
technology.	Utopian	fiction	challenges	us	to	envision	a	society	where	humanity's	potential	for	good	is	realized,	emphasizing	values	like	peace,	equality,	and	justice.	While	these	utopian	worlds	may	seem	like	paradises,	they	often	hold	hidden	complexities	and	philosophical	questions	about	the	price	of	perfection	and	the	challenges	of	maintaining
utopian	ideals.	In	a	world	often	marked	by	imperfections	and	challenges,	Utopian	Fiction	offers	a	compelling	exploration	of	the	possibilities	for	a	better,	more	harmonious	future.	The	Chick	Lit	genre	is	a	vibrant	and	relatable	realm	of	literature	that	predominantly	centers	on	the	lives,	experiences,	and	journeys	of	contemporary	women.	These	novels
often	delve	into	the	complexities	of	modern	relationships,	career	aspirations,	and	the	pursuit	of	personal	fulfillment,	all	infused	with	wit,	humor,	and	a	touch	of	romance.	Chick	Lit	provides	a	platform	for	readers	to	connect	with	multifaceted	female	protagonists	who	face	relatable	challenges,	from	navigating	the	highs	and	lows	of	love	to	the	trials	and
tribulations	of	the	workplace.	Christian	fiction	encompasses	a	diverse	collection	of	literature	that	explores	faith,	spirituality,	and	Christian	principles	at	its	core.	These	novels	often	feature	characters	who	grapple	with	questions	of	belief,	morality,	and	personal	redemption,	and	they	are	set	within	a	framework	of	Christian	values	and	themes.	While
some	Christian	fiction	is	overtly	religious,	delving	into	biblical	narratives	and	theological	discussions,	others	take	a	more	subtle	approach,	weaving	Christian	principles	into	compelling	stories	that	can	resonate	with	readers	of	various	faith	backgrounds.	These	novels	offer	a	unique	opportunity	for	readers	to	explore	complex	human	experiences	through
the	lens	of	faith,	making	the	Christian	genre	a	source	of	inspiration,	comfort,	and	reflection	for	many.	Inspirational	Fiction:	These	novels	often	focus	on	characters	facing	challenges	and	finding	strength	and	hope	through	their	faith.Amish	Fiction:	Set	in	Amish	communities,	these	stories	explore	the	traditions,	values,	and	struggles	of	Amish	life.Biblical
Fiction:	These	novels	bring	to	life	stories	and	characters	from	the	Bible,	offering	imaginative	retellings	and	interpretations.Christian	Romance:	Combining	Christian	themes	with	romance,	these	books	emphasize	the	importance	of	faith	in	relationships.Christian	Suspense:	These	books	incorporate	elements	of	mystery	and	suspense,	often	featuring
protagonists	who	must	rely	on	their	faith	to	solve	mysteries	or	face	danger.Christian	Historical	Fiction:	Set	in	various	historical	periods,	these	novels	explore	how	faith	played	a	role	in	the	lives	of	people	in	the	past.Christian	Science	Fiction	and	Fantasy:	These	genres	blend	Christian	themes	with	speculative	elements,	exploring	faith	in	otherworldly
settings.Christian	Women's	Fiction:	These	novels	often	center	around	the	lives	of	women	who	navigate	challenges,	relationships,	and	personal	growth	while	relying	on	their	Christian	faith.Christian	Mystery:	Combining	elements	of	mystery	and	suspense	with	Christian	themes,	these	books	feature	detectives	or	amateur	sleuths	who	solve	mysteries	with
faith-based	insights.Christian	Fantasy	Adventure:	These	books	blend	Christian	principles	with	fantastical	adventures,	featuring	characters	who	embark	on	epic	quests	in	imaginative	worlds	while	grappling	with	questions	of	faith	and	morality.Christian	Western:	Set	in	the	American	Old	West,	these	stories	explore	the	challenges	and	adventures	of
pioneers	and	settlers	who	uphold	Christian	values	in	a	rugged	frontier.Christian	Historical	Romance:	Combining	historical	settings	with	romance,	these	novels	focus	on	the	love	stories	of	characters	who	draw	strength	from	their	Christian	faith.Christian	Contemporary	Fiction:	These	stories	are	set	in	the	present	day	and	address	modern	issues	and
challenges	while	incorporating	Christian	themes	and	values.Christian	Inspirational	Romance:	These	books	emphasize	romantic	relationships	while	also	delivering	inspirational	messages	about	faith,	hope,	and	love.Christian	Cozy	Mystery:	These	cozy	mysteries	feature	amateur	sleuths	in	small	communities	who	use	their	faith	and	moral	compass	to
solve	crimes	in	a	gentle	and	comforting	manner.	Speculative	fiction	is	a	genre	that	delves	into	imaginative	storytelling,	often	in	alternate	or	futuristic	settings,	where	authors	explore	innovative	concepts,	technologies,	or	fantastical	elements	beyond	our	known	reality.	This	genre	encourages	creative	"what	if"	scenarios,	inviting	readers	to	ponder	their
impact	on	society	and	the	human	condition,	blurring	the	lines	between	the	possible	and	impossible.	Its	roots	trace	back	to	ancient	Greece	when	playwrights	like	Euripides	explored	alternate	truths.	In	essence,	speculative	fiction	encompasses	fantasy,	sci-fi,	horror,	and	superhero	narratives,	diverging	from	"realistic	fiction"	through	elements	that	defy
our	reality.	It's	a	genre	of	boundless	possibilities	and	alternative	versions	of	the	world.	The	Magic	Realism	genre	is	a	captivating	fusion	of	the	every	day	and	the	extraordinary,	where	the	fantastical	seamlessly	melds	with	the	mundane.	In	these	narratives,	authors	weave	enchanting	tales	set	in	the	real	world	but	infused	with	subtle	or	surreal	elements
of	magic,	mysticism,	or	the	supernatural.	Magic	Realism	invites	readers	to	explore	the	ordinary	lives	of	its	characters	while	navigating	the	enigmatic	and	the	unexplainable.	This	genre	blurs	the	boundaries	between	reality	and	fantasy,	offering	a	lens	through	which	to	view	the	world	in	a	fresh,	mystical	light.	Rooted	in	cultural	traditions	and	folklore,
Magic	Realism	serves	as	a	rich	tapestry	where	the	mystical	and	the	ordinary	coexist,	often	leading	to	profound	insights	into	the	human	condition	and	the	mysteries	of	existence.	LGBTQ+	Fiction	is	a	diverse	and	inclusive	genre	that	gives	voice	to	the	experiences,	identities,	and	stories	of	the	LGBTQ+	community.	These	narratives	explore	the
complexities	of	love,	identity,	and	acceptance,	shedding	light	on	the	struggles,	triumphs,	and	diverse	lives	of	LGBTQ+	individuals.	Any	book	featuring	a	protagonist	who	is	part	of	the	LGBTQ+	community	falls	into	this	genre.	Satire	Fiction	is	a	sharp	and	often	humorous	genre	that	employs	wit,	irony,	and	sarcasm	to	critique	and	lampoon	various
aspects	of	society,	politics,	or	human	behavior.	These	narratives	use	clever	wordplay	and	exaggerated	characters	to	expose	the	flaws	and	absurdities	of	the	world	in	which	we	live.	Satire	serves	as	a	powerful	tool	for	social	commentary,	challenging	norms,	hypocrisy,	and	injustice	through	its	biting	humor	and	clever	insights.	Whether	it's	a	scathing
takedown	of	political	institutions,	a	witty	examination	of	societal	conventions,	or	a	playful	jab	at	human	foibles,	Satire	Fiction	invites	readers	to	laugh,	reflect,	and	question	the	status	quo,	making	it	a	genre	that	wields	humor	as	a	potent	instrument	of	change	and	enlightenment.	Holiday	Fiction	is	a	heartwarming	and	festive	genre	that	captures	the
spirit	of	various	celebrations	and	special	occasions	throughout	the	year.	These	stories	revolve	around	themes	of	love,	family,	friendship,	and	the	magic	of	holidays,	offering	readers	a	cozy	escape	into	the	enchanting	world	of	seasonal	festivities.	Whether	it's	Christmas,	Thanksgiving,	Halloween,	or	any	other	cherished	holiday,	this	genre	invites	readers
to	immerse	themselves	in	the	traditions,	rituals,	and	joyous	moments	that	define	these	special	times.	Holiday	Fiction	often	evokes	feelings	of	nostalgia	and	warmth,	making	it	a	beloved	genre	that	allows	readers	to	relive	the	magic	of	their	favorite	holidays	year-round	and	experience	the	enchantment	of	new	celebrations	through	the	eyes	of	relatable
characters.	Christmas	Fiction:	Stories	set	during	the	Christmas	season,	often	focusing	on	themes	of	love,	family,	and	the	spirit	of	giving.Thanksgiving	Fiction:	Narratives	centered	around	Thanksgiving	celebrations,	emphasizing	gratitude,	togetherness,	and	the	joys	of	sharing	a	meal.Halloween	Fiction:	Spooky	and	supernatural	tales	set	during	the
Halloween	season,	featuring	witches,	ghosts,	and	eerie	occurrences.Valentine's	Day	Fiction:	Romantic	stories	set	on	Valentine's	Day,	exploring	themes	of	love,	romance,	and	relationships.Easter	Fiction:	Narratives	that	capture	the	spirit	of	Easter,	often	featuring	themes	of	rebirth,	faith,	and	hope.New	Year's	Fiction:	Stories	set	on	New	Year's	Eve	or
New	Year's	Day,	focusing	on	fresh	starts,	resolutions,	and	new	beginnings.Hanukkah	Fiction:	Stories	centered	around	the	Jewish	holiday	of	Hanukkah,	highlighting	traditions,	family,	and	the	miracle	of	the	menorah.Diwali	Fiction:	Narratives	set	during	the	Hindu	festival	of	Diwali,	celebrating	light,	triumph	over	darkness,	and	cultural
traditions.Kwanzaa	Fiction:	Stories	that	explore	the	principles	and	celebrations	of	the	African-American	holiday	of	Kwanzaa.Fourth	of	July	Fiction:	Tales	set	on	Independence	Day,	often	featuring	patriotic	themes,	fireworks,	and	celebrations	of	freedom.St.	Patrick's	Day	Fiction:	Stories	set	during	St.	Patrick's	Day,	often	featuring	Irish	culture,	folklore,
and	celebrations.Labor	Day	Fiction:	Narratives	set	on	Labor	Day,	exploring	themes	of	work,	labor	movements,	and	the	end	of	summer.Columbus	Day	Fiction:	Stories	centered	around	Columbus	Day,	often	delving	into	historical	events,	exploration,	and	discovery.Mardi	Gras	Fiction:	Tales	set	during	the	lively	festivities	of	Mardi	Gras,	featuring	parades,
masks,	and	revelry.Back	to	School	Fiction:	Stories	that	revolve	around	the	back-to-school	season,	capturing	the	excitement	and	challenges	of	a	new	academic	year.Arbor	Day	Fiction:	Narratives	that	celebrate	Arbor	Day,	highlighting	environmental	conservation	and	the	importance	of	trees.Earth	Day	Fiction:	Stories	set	on	Earth	Day,	often	focusing	on
environmental	awareness,	conservation	efforts,	and	sustainable	living.National	Day	Fiction:	Narratives	set	on	various	national	holidays	around	the	world,	exploring	cultural	traditions	and	heritage.Harvest	Festival	Fiction:	Tales	centered	around	harvest	festivals,	showcasing	agricultural	abundance	and	community	celebrations.Veterans	Day	Fiction:
Stories	that	honor	and	commemorate	Veterans	Day,	often	focusing	on	themes	of	service,	sacrifice,	and	gratitude.	The	Graphic	Novel	genre	is	a	dynamic	and	visually	captivating	form	of	storytelling	that	blends	the	narrative	power	of	literature	with	the	artistic	prowess	of	illustration.	These	narratives	unfold	through	a	combination	of	vivid	artwork	and
compelling	text,	offering	readers	a	unique	and	immersive	reading	experience.	Graphic	novels	cover	a	diverse	range	of	themes	and	genres,	from	superheroes	and	fantasy	epics	to	autobiographical	reflections	and	historical	dramas.	They	provide	a	platform	for	both	established	and	emerging	artists	and	writers	to	push	the	boundaries	of	storytelling,
utilizing	the	synergy	of	visual	and	textual	elements	to	convey	intricate	plots,	rich	character	development,	and	thought-provoking	themes.	Graphic	novels	have	gained	widespread	recognition	and	respect	in	the	literary	world,	appealing	to	readers	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds	while	contributing	to	the	evolution	of	storytelling	as	a	whole.	Short	Stories	are
concise	and	impactful	narratives	that	offer	a	complete	and	compelling	tale	within	a	limited	word	count.	This	genre	excels	in	brevity,	capturing	readers'	attention	and	emotions	in	a	brief	but	powerful	narrative	arc.	Short	stories	come	in	various	forms,	from	literary	fiction	that	delves	into	profound	human	experiences	to	genre-specific	tales	like
mysteries,	science	fiction,	or	horror.	They	require	skillful	storytelling	to	develop	characters,	themes,	and	plotlines	swiftly,	often	leaving	readers	with	thought-provoking	conclusions	or	open-ended	possibilities.	This	genre	allows	writers	to	experiment	with	diverse	styles	and	themes	while	offering	readers	a	quick	yet	memorable	journey	into	the	world	of
storytelling.	Novellas	occupy	a	unique	space	in	the	realm	of	storytelling,	offering	a	captivating	narrative	that	is	longer	and	more	intricate	than	a	short	story	but	more	concise	than	a	full-length	novel.	These	works	balance	the	art	of	brevity	with	the	depth	of	character	development	and	plot	complexity.	Novellas	often	explore	themes,	relationships,	and
journeys	with	a	level	of	intimacy	that	allows	readers	to	engage	deeply	with	the	story	in	a	single	sitting.	This	genre	has	the	versatility	to	span	various	themes	and	genres,	from	literary	fiction	to	romance,	science	fiction,	and	beyond.	Novellas	are	celebrated	for	their	ability	to	deliver	a	rich	and	impactful	narrative	experience	in	a	compact	form,	making
them	a	favored	choice	for	both	authors	seeking	to	convey	a	story	concisely	and	readers	looking	for	a	fulfilling	but	shorter	literary	adventure.	The	Young	Adult	(YA)	genre	is	a	dynamic	and	diverse	literary	landscape	dedicated	to	the	experiences	and	challenges	of	adolescent	readers.	These	novels	delve	into	the	emotional	and	transformative	journey	of
teenagers	as	they	navigate	the	complexities	of	identity,	relationships,	and	self-discovery.	YA	books	encompass	a	wide	range	of	genres,	from	contemporary	realism	addressing	real-world	issues	to	fantasy	and	science	fiction,	offering	imaginative	adventures.	What	sets	YA	apart	is	its	ability	to	authentically	capture	the	voices,	concerns,	and	aspirations	of
its	young	protagonists,	resonating	with	readers	facing	similar	life	transitions.	This	genre	has	proven	its	enduring	appeal,	attracting	readers	of	all	ages	who	appreciate	its	relatable	characters,	relatable	themes,	and	its	capacity	to	inspire	empathy	and	understanding	among	diverse	audiences.	New	Adult	(NA)	is	a	genre	that	bridges	the	transition
between	Young	Adult	and	Adult	fiction,	focusing	on	the	unique	challenges	and	experiences	of	individuals	in	their	late	teens	to	early	twenties.	These	narratives	explore	the	complexities	of	emerging	adulthood,	from	navigating	higher	education,	career	choices,	and	personal	growth	to	forging	relationships	and	gaining	independence.	NA	novels	often
feature	protagonists	facing	more	mature	themes,	including	romance,	identity,	and	self-discovery,	while	addressing	the	evolving	dynamics	of	friendships	and	family	relationships.	This	genre	resonates	with	readers	who	appreciate	stories	that	capture	the	transformative	journey	from	adolescence	to	adulthood,	offering	a	relatable	lens	through	which	to
examine	the	trials	and	triumphs	of	this	pivotal	life	stage.	Middle	Grade	fiction,	often	abbreviated	as	MG,	is	a	captivating	genre	tailored	to	the	interests	and	developmental	stages	of	readers	aged	approximately	8	to	12.	These	books	offer	engaging	and	age-appropriate	narratives	that	cater	to	the	evolving	sensibilities	of	young	readers	while	introducing
them	to	a	variety	of	themes,	adventures,	and	relatable	characters.	MG	fiction	spans	a	wide	range	of	genres,	from	contemporary	and	historical	tales	to	fantasy,	mystery,	and	more.	What	sets	MG	apart	is	its	emphasis	on	the	coming-of-age	experiences,	friendships,	and	the	exploration	of	morality	and	values	as	young	readers	begin	to	form	their	own
worldviews.	This	genre	serves	as	a	crucial	stepping	stone	in	a	reader's	literary	journey,	fostering	a	lifelong	love	of	reading	and	an	appreciation	for	storytelling.	Children's	Books	encompass	a	delightful	and	diverse	genre	that	caters	to	the	youngest	of	readers,	from	infants	to	early	teens.	These	books	are	thoughtfully	crafted	to	engage,	entertain,	and
educate	young	minds,	fostering	a	lifelong	love	of	reading.	Children's	literature	spans	a	wide	spectrum,	from	board	books	designed	for	the	very	young,	featuring	colorful	illustrations	and	simple	stories,	to	chapter	books	and	middle-grade	novels	that	introduce	readers	to	more	complex	narratives	and	characters.	The	genre	embraces	imaginative	tales,
moral	lessons,	and	diverse	cultural	perspectives,	offering	young	readers	a	window	into	different	worlds	and	experiences.	With	their	enchanting	illustrations	and	captivating	narratives,	children's	books	play	an	essential	role	in	shaping	creativity,	empathy,	and	a	deep	appreciation	for	the	magic	of	storytelling	in	the	hearts	of	our	youngest	readers.
Women's	Fiction	is	a	compelling	genre	that	delves	into	the	multifaceted	lives,	experiences,	and	relationships	of	women.	These	narratives	often	explore	themes	of	personal	growth,	self-discovery,	and	the	complexities	of	human	connections.	While	not	limited	to	female	readers,	Women's	Fiction	tends	to	focus	on	the	emotional	and	psychological	journeys
of	its	female	protagonists,	offering	a	lens	through	which	readers	can	relate	to	and	empathize	with	the	characters'	challenges,	triumphs,	and	aspirations.	This	genre	spans	a	broad	spectrum	of	themes,	from	family	and	friendships	to	love	and	career,	providing	a	rich	tapestry	of	stories	that	celebrate	the	resilience	and	strength	of	women	in	all	their
diverse	roles	and	identities.	The	Biography	genre	is	a	literary	treasure	trove	that	brings	real-life	stories	to	the	forefront,	offering	readers	an	intimate	glimpse	into	the	lives,	achievements,	and	trials	of	notable	individuals.	These	narratives	span	a	vast	spectrum	of	subjects,	from	historical	figures	and	political	leaders	to	artists,	scientists,	athletes,	and
everyday	people	with	extraordinary	tales	to	tell.	What	sets	biography	apart	is	its	commitment	to	meticulous	research,	ensuring	accuracy	and	authenticity	while	weaving	compelling	narratives	that	capture	the	essence	of	its	subjects.	Biography	books	not	only	provide	insight	into	the	personal	and	professional	journeys	of	their	subjects	but	also	shed	light
on	the	broader	historical,	cultural,	and	societal	contexts	that	shaped	their	lives.	Historical	Nonfiction	is	a	captivating	genre	that	serves	as	a	window	into	the	past,	offering	readers	a	meticulously	researched	and	fact-based	account	of	historical	events,	figures,	and	periods.	These	narratives	are	crafted	with	a	commitment	to	accuracy	and	a	dedication	to
unearthing	the	truths	of	history.	Historical	nonfiction	spans	a	diverse	range	of	topics,	from	biographies	of	influential	figures	to	in-depth	explorations	of	pivotal	moments	in	time.	Through	the	skillful	weaving	of	archival	records,	eyewitness	accounts,	and	thorough	research,	this	genre	breathes	life	into	the	past,	allowing	readers	to	witness	the	triumphs,
struggles,	and	complexities	of	history	in	vivid	detail.	Historical	nonfiction	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	preserving	and	sharing	the	rich	tapestry	of	human	experiences,	offering	an	invaluable	resource	for	both	scholars	and	enthusiasts	eager	to	uncover	the	secrets	and	lessons	of	bygone	eras.	The	Self-help	Genre	is	a	powerful	literary	category	devoted	to
personal	growth,	empowerment,	and	positive	transformation.	These	books	serve	as	guides,	mentors,	and	sources	of	inspiration,	offering	practical	advice,	strategies,	and	wisdom	to	help	individuals	enhance	their	lives	and	achieve	their	goals.	Self-help	books	encompass	a	wide	spectrum	of	topics,	from	mental	health	and	wellness	to	productivity,
relationships,	and	spirituality.	What	distinguishes	this	genre	is	its	commitment	to	fostering	self-awareness	and	providing	actionable	steps	for	self-improvement.	Authors	draw	upon	their	expertise,	research,	and	often	personal	experiences	to	offer	readers	tools	for	overcoming	obstacles,	nurturing	resilience,	and	embracing	their	fullest	potential.	Self-
help	literature	serves	as	a	beacon	of	hope,	reminding	us	that	change	is	possible,	and	that	each	of	us	has	the	power	to	shape	our	destinies.	Personal	Development:	Books	that	focus	on	individual	growth,	self-awareness,	and	self-improvement.Motivation	and	Inspiration:	Titles	designed	to	inspire	and	motivate	readers	to	achieve	their	goals	and
aspirations.Mental	Health	and	Well-being:	Books	that	address	mental	health	challenges,	offer	coping	strategies,	and	promote	emotional	well-being.Relationships	and	Communication:	Self-help	books	that	explore	topics	like	effective	communication,	building	healthy	relationships,	and	resolving	conflicts.Productivity	and	Time	Management:	Guides	to
enhance	organizational	skills,	boost	productivity,	and	manage	time	efficiently.Spirituality	and	Mindfulness:	Books	that	delve	into	spiritual	practices,	mindfulness,	and	finding	inner	peace.Financial	Success:	Self-help	literature	on	financial	planning,	wealth-building,	and	achieving	financial	freedom.Health	and	Wellness:	Titles	that	cover	topics	like
fitness,	nutrition,	and	holistic	well-being.Happiness	and	Positivity:	Books	that	offer	strategies	for	cultivating	happiness,	gratitude,	and	a	positive	mindset.Creativity	and	Personal	Fulfillment:	Guides	to	unleash	creativity,	find	purpose,	and	live	a	fulfilling	life.Stress	Management:	Books	that	provide	techniques	and	strategies	for	managing	stress	and
anxiety.Motivational	Memoirs:	Memoirs	of	individuals	who	have	overcome	significant	challenges	and	share	their	journey	to	inspire	others.Parenting	and	Family:	Self-help	books	that	offer	advice	and	insights	into	effective	parenting	and	family	dynamics.Career	and	Success:	Guides	to	career	advancement,	professional	development,	and	achieving
success	in	the	workplace.Self-Compassion	and	Self-Love:	Books	that	focus	on	building	self-esteem,	self-compassion,	and	fostering	self-love.Addiction	and	Recovery:	Self-help	literature	for	individuals	dealing	with	addiction	issues	and	seeking	recovery.Personal	Finance	and	Debt	Management:	Guides	on	managing	finances,	reducing	debt,	and	achieving
financial	stability.Creativity	and	Innovation:	Books	that	encourage	creative	thinking,	innovation,	and	problem-solving.Goal	Setting	and	Achievement:	Resources	for	setting	and	achieving	personal	and	professional	goals.Emotional	Intelligence:	Books	that	explore	emotional	intelligence,	empathy,	and	interpersonal	skills.	The	Travel	Genre	is	a	literary
passport	to	the	world's	wonders,	cultures,	and	landscapes.	These	books	transport	readers	to	far-flung	destinations,	inviting	them	to	embark	on	captivating	journeys,	whether	real	or	imagined.	Travel	literature	is	a	rich	tapestry	that	encompasses	a	diverse	range	of	works,	from	travelogues	and	memoirs	detailing	the	author's	adventures	to	guidebooks
offering	practical	advice	for	travelers.	At	its	heart,	this	genre	serves	as	a	bridge	between	cultures,	fostering	curiosity,	understanding,	and	a	profound	sense	of	wanderlust.	Travel	books	not	only	provide	vivid	descriptions	of	places	but	also	explore	the	transformative	power	of	exploration,	reminding	us	of	the	vast	and	awe-inspiring	beauty	of	our	planet
and	the	diverse	people	who	call	it	home.	The	True	Crime	Genre	delves	into	the	chilling	and	enigmatic	world	of	real-life	mysteries,	investigations,	and	criminal	acts.	These	books	are	a	gripping	exploration	of	actual	crimes,	criminals,	and	the	relentless	pursuit	of	justice.	True	crime	narratives	cover	a	wide	spectrum	of	cases,	from	notorious	historical
crimes	to	contemporary	mysteries,	and	they	provide	readers	with	an	unfiltered	look	into	the	minds	of	both	criminals	and	law	enforcement.	Whether	recounting	cold	cases,	unsolved	mysteries,	or	the	pursuit	of	justice,	this	genre	offers	a	riveting	glimpse	into	the	darker	aspects	of	human	behavior	and	the	tireless	efforts	to	solve	and	understand	these
perplexing	criminal	puzzles.	The	Parenting	Book	Genre	within	nonfiction	is	a	valuable	resource	for	individuals	navigating	the	rewarding	yet	challenging	journey	of	parenthood.	These	books	offer	guidance,	insights,	and	expert	advice	on	raising	children,	addressing	the	myriad	of	challenges	parents	may	encounter.	From	newborn	care	to	adolescent
development,	parenting	books	cover	a	broad	spectrum	of	topics,	providing	practical	strategies	and	emotional	support	for	nurturing	healthy,	happy	families.	With	a	focus	on	evidence-based	research,	personal	anecdotes,	and	diverse	perspectives,	parenting	books	empower	caregivers	with	the	knowledge	and	tools	needed	to	navigate	the	complexities	of
child-rearing,	fostering	strong	bonds	and	positive	outcomes	for	both	parents	and	children.	The	Memoir	and	Autobiography	Genre	is	a	captivating	literary	realm	where	individuals	share	the	intimate	tapestries	of	their	lives.	These	books	offer	deeply	personal	accounts,	memories,	and	reflections,	allowing	authors	to	invite	readers	into	their	world.
Memoirs	provide	windows	into	the	human	experience,	from	moments	of	triumph	and	resilience	to	vulnerability	and	growth.	Autobiographies	span	the	breadth	of	a	person's	life	journey,	chronicling	their	evolution,	achievements,	and	challenges.	Whether	recounting	tales	of	remarkable	achievements,	extraordinary	adventures,	or	the	everyday	struggles
and	triumphs,	this	genre	allows	readers	to	connect	with	the	shared	threads	of	humanity	that	bind	us	all,	and	it	often	serves	as	a	source	of	inspiration	and	insight	into	the	lives	of	others.	Narrative	Nonfiction	is	a	dynamic	and	compelling	genre	that	weaves	factual	information	into	a	riveting	storytelling	format.	These	books	transform	real-life	events,
people,	and	experiences	into	gripping	narratives	that	captivate	readers'	imaginations	while	educating	and	enlightening.	Narrative	nonfiction	transcends	traditional	dry	reporting,	employing	literary	techniques	such	as	vivid	descriptions,	character	development,	and	immersive	storytelling	to	bring	historical	events,	scientific	discoveries,	biographical
accounts,	and	cultural	phenomena	to	life.	Whether	illuminating	untold	stories	from	the	past,	demystifying	complex	subjects,	or	shedding	light	on	contemporary	issues,	this	genre	offers	a	powerful	fusion	of	storytelling	and	truth,	proving	that	real-life	narratives	can	be	as	enthralling	as	fiction.	The	Cookbook	Genre	is	a	delectable	fusion	of	culinary
artistry	and	literary	craftsmanship,	offering	readers	a	feast	for	the	senses	and	the	palate.	These	books	are	a	treasure	trove	of	recipes,	culinary	techniques,	and	inspiration,	carefully	curated	by	chefs,	food	enthusiasts,	and	culinary	experts.	Cookbooks	are	as	diverse	as	the	world's	cuisines,	ranging	from	classic	family	recipes	and	regional	specialties	to
gourmet	creations	and	dietary-focused	offerings.	With	tantalizing	photography	and	step-by-step	instructions,	they	invite	home	cooks	to	embark	on	culinary	adventures,	explore	new	flavors,	and	savor	the	joys	of	preparing	and	sharing	delicious	meals.	More	than	just	instructional	guides,	cookbooks	are	culinary	narratives,	celebrating	the	cultural,
historical,	and	personal	stories	behind	each	dish,	making	them	a	delightful	genre	that	nourishes	both	body	and	soul.	The	Religion	and	Spirituality	Genre	is	a	profound	exploration	of	humanity's	enduring	quest	for	meaning,	faith,	and	transcendence.	Within	this	genre,	readers	encounter	a	rich	tapestry	of	beliefs,	rituals,	and	sacred	texts	from	diverse
religious	traditions	and	spiritual	philosophies.	These	books	serve	as	guides	to	the	inner	landscapes	of	the	soul,	offering	wisdom,	solace,	and	guidance	for	those	seeking	spiritual	enlightenment	and	a	deeper	connection	to	the	divine.	Whether	delving	into	the	teachings	of	established	religions,	exploring	the	mysticism	of	ancient	traditions,	or	embarking
on	a	personal	spiritual	journey,	this	genre	is	a	sanctuary	for	introspection,	moral	contemplation,	and	the	exploration	of	the	profound	questions	that	have	shaped	human	existence	throughout	history.	The	Philosophy	Book	Genre	is	a	realm	of	profound	contemplation	and	intellectual	exploration,	where	ideas	become	the	canvas	upon	which	the	mysteries
of	existence	are	painted.	These	books	offer	readers	a	portal	into	the	timeless	questions	that	have	shaped	human	thought	for	centuries.	They	delve	into	the	nature	of	reality,	ethics,	knowledge,	and	the	very	essence	of	human	existence.	From	the	philosophical	treatises	of	great	thinkers	like	Plato,	Aristotle,	and	Kant	to	contemporary	works	on
existentialism,	ethics,	and	metaphysics,	this	genre	invites	readers	to	grapple	with	the	fundamental	inquiries	that	challenge	the	boundaries	of	human	understanding.	Whether	one	seeks	to	explore	the	foundations	of	morality,	the	nature	of	consciousness,	or	the	complexities	of	political	philosophy,	the	Philosophy	genre	is	a	boundless	landscape	of
intellectual	discovery	and	discourse.	The	Art	and	Photography	Book	Genre	is	a	captivating	realm	where	visual	storytelling	takes	center	stage.	These	books	serve	as	windows	into	the	world	of	artistic	expression,	allowing	readers	to	explore	the	vast	and	diverse	landscapes	of	creativity,	aesthetics,	and	human	imagination.	Whether	showcasing	the	brush
strokes	of	master	painters,	the	lens	of	visionary	photographers,	or	the	intricacies	of	design	and	architecture,	this	genre	celebrates	the	power	of	visual	communication.	Art	and	photography	books	are	a	testament	to	the	universal	language	of	images,	where	every	page	is	a	canvas,	every	photograph	a	moment	frozen	in	time,	and	every	stroke	of	creativity
an	invitation	to	perceive	the	world	in	new	and	breathtaking	ways.	From	classical	works	of	art	to	contemporary	visual	experiments,	this	genre	offers	a	kaleidoscope	of	inspiration,	culture,	and	beauty	for	enthusiasts,	artists,	and	appreciators	alike.	The	Humor	Genre	is	a	joyful	celebration	of	laughter,	wit,	and	the	delightful	absurdities	of	life.	These	books
are	the	literary	equivalent	of	a	hearty	belly	laugh,	offering	readers	an	escape	from	the	everyday	grind	into	a	world	of	amusement	and	merriment.	Whether	through	clever	satire,	hilarious	anecdotes,	or	the	antics	of	unforgettable	characters,	humor	books	have	the	unique	ability	to	brighten	our	days	and	provide	much-needed	comic	relief.	From	timeless
classics	by	humorists	like	Mark	Twain	and	P.G.	Wodehouse	to	contemporary	comedians'	witty	observations,	this	genre	invites	readers	to	find	humor	in	the	quirks	and	foibles	of	the	human	experience,	reminding	us	that	laughter	is	truly	one	of	life's	greatest	gifts.	The	How-to	and	DIY	Book	Genre	is	a	treasure	trove	of	knowledge	and	empowerment,
offering	readers	the	tools	and	guidance	to	become	masters	of	their	own	projects	and	endeavors.	These	books	serve	as	friendly	mentors,	sharing	step-by-step	instructions,	expert	advice,	and	creative	ideas	across	a	wide	spectrum	of	topics.	From	DIY	home	improvement	and	crafting	to	cooking,	gardening,	and	mastering	new	skills,	this	genre	empowers
individuals	to	take	on	projects,	solve	problems,	and	embrace	the	joy	of	self-sufficiency.	Whether	you're	building	a	piece	of	furniture,	learning	a	new	language,	or	embarking	on	a	culinary	adventure,	these	books	are	your	trusted	companions,	transforming	novices	into	capable	do-it-yourself	enthusiasts	and	fostering	a	sense	of	accomplishment	along	the
way.	The	Poetry	Genre	is	a	realm	where	words	become	art,	and	emotions	find	their	most	vivid	expressions.	Poetry	is	the	distilled	essence	of	human	experience,	where	the	beauty	of	language	and	the	power	of	imagery	intertwine.	In	these	verses,	brevity	is	a	strength,	and	every	word	is	carefully	chosen	to	evoke	feelings,	provoke	thought,	or	paint
vibrant	landscapes	within	the	reader's	mind.	Poetry	encompasses	a	vast	spectrum	of	forms,	from	traditional	sonnets	and	haikus	to	free	verse	and	spoken	word.	It	serves	as	a	timeless	medium	for	exploring	the	complexities	of	love,	nature,	society,	and	the	human	soul,	making	it	a	profound	and	enduring	literary	art	form	that	continues	to	captivate	hearts
and	minds.	I	hope	that	this	blog	post,	The	Ultimate	List	of	Book	Genres:	95+	Popular	Genres	&	Subgenres,	has	provided	you	with	valuable	insights	into	the	vast	array	of	book	genres	and	subgenres	available.	It's	my	hope	that	this	guide	sparks	your	creativity,	helps	you	find	your	writing	niche,	or	simply	introduces	you	to	captivating	new	stories	across
diverse	genres.	Happy	reading	and	writing!	The	Power	of	Understanding	Book	Genres	for	New	Authors	Finding	Your	Genre:	Tips	for	New	Authors	Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	create	compelling	antagonists	and	villains	for	your	stories?	Do	your	villains	feel	cartoonish	and	unbelievable?	Do	they	lack	motivation	or	a	specific	game	plan?	Discover	the	secrets
to	crafting	villains	that	will	stick	with	your	readers	long	after	they	finish	your	story,	with	ourHow	to	Create	Antagonists	&	Villains	Workbook.	This	32-page	instructional	workbook	is	packed	with	valuable	fill-in-the-blank	templates	and	practical	advice	to	help	you	create	memorable	and	effective	antagonists	and	villains.	Whether	you're	a	seasoned	writer
or	just	starting	out,	this	workbook	will	take	your	writing	to	the	next	level.	
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