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In everyday interactions, it is very common to find ourselves talking about past events in Spanish, things that happened recently or a long time ago. In this lesson, we will learn the basic rules to conjugate both regular and irregular verbs in the preterit tense in Spanish properly. As usual, you will find simple explanations, manyexamples of sentences
and interactive quizzes to test yourself. Lets start We can refer to the past tense in Spanish as: El pretrito perfecto simple, El pretrito indefinido or simply as El pasado simple. Just like in English, the preterite or past tense will be used for actions that happened at some time in the past and have already finished. Spanish verbs in past tense will change
just the same way verbs in the present tense do, depending on the subject of the sentence. Know that you will also find irregular verbs in the past tense. As you can see in the chart below, the stem of regular verbs in the past tense in Spanish will not change at all for most verbs, only their ending. Keep two things in mind; first, the endings used for ER
and IR verbs like COMER and ABRIR are identical, and second, the conjugations for the pronouns YO, L, ELLA and USTED in the preterite tense will always need a tilde over the last vowel for regular verbs. Following the chart above, we just need to know which verbs have regular conjugations in the preterite in Spanish, some of them being: cenar,
caminar, trabajar, mirar, comer, correr, vivir, escribir, descansar, levantarse, salir, responder. Yo cen con mis amigos en ese restaurante. (I had dinner with my friends at that restaurant.) Mara habl con sus padres sobre sus planes. (Maria talked to her parents about her plans.) Vosotros olvidasteis felicitarme por mi cumpleaos. (You forgot to
congratulate me on my birthday.)T aprendiste espaol porque te esforzaste. (You learned Spanish because you worked hard) Nosotros abrimos la tienda a las 8:00 am ayer. (We opened the store at 8:00 am yesterday.) Ellos bebieron demasiado vino. (They drank too much wine.) Just like in the English language, there are specific past time expressions
in Spanish that help us to add information about the time an event happened, such as: ayer (yesterday), anteayer/antier (the day before yesterday), anoche (last night), el otro da (the other day), hace un ao (a year ago) and so on. Pay attention to the next group of sentences using some verbs with regular past tenses in Spanish and some of these
expressions: CAMINAR Ayer camin 4 kilmetros alrededor de la ciudadWALK Yesterday I walked 4 kilometers around the city SALIR Marcelo sali anteayer hacia Europa.LEAVE Marcelo left the day before yesterday for Europe. CORRER T tambin corriste en el maratn que organizaron recientemente? RUN Did you also run in the marathon they recently
organized? VIVIR Nosotros vivimos en esa casa por tres aos. Nos mudamos el ao pasado.LIVE We lived in that house for three years. We moved last year. LEVANTARSE Ellos se levantaron temprano porque el bus sale a las 6:00 am.GET UP They got up early because the bus leaves at 6:00 am. Drag and drop the different past tense conjugations of the
verbs HABLAR, BEBER and VIVIR to the correct areas. A lot of the verbs that are considered irregular in the present tense will also be considered irregular in the past tense in Spanish, including verbs such as: caber(to fit), dar(to give), poder (be able to), saber (know) and others. There is a particular group of verbs that are commonly used in the
language, but they suffer stem changes as well as changes in their ending, that is, they wont follow the rules presented above. For this group of verbs, first you must memorize their stem in the past, e.g. estuv- for the verb ESTAR, and then remember the new endings that may apply only to them and a few other verbs. Take a look at the following
chart and notice that the endings are different to those of regular verbs, but they stay the same for this unique group of irregular verbs: Other irregular preterite verbs in Spanish following the pattern above, with a possible variation for ELLOS, are: andar (anduv-), caber (cup-), decir(dij-), haber (hub-), poner (pus-), querer (quis-), saber (sup-), tener
(tuv-). The following picture explains how we must change the verbs stem and follow two different patterns (P1 and P2) depending on the new stem: Pattern No. 1: Carlos trajo a sus primos a la fiesta. (Carlos brought his cousins to the party.) Pattern No. 2: Nosotros pusimos la casa en venta. (We put the house up for sale.) Listen to and analyze the
next group of verbs and their conjugations in the past. DECIR: Yo dije, T dijiste, 1 dijo, Nosotros dijimos, Vosotros dijisteis, Ellos dijeron. ESTAR: Yo estuve, T estuviste, 1 estuvo, Nosotros estuvimos, Vosotros estuvisteis, Ellos estuvieron. HACER: Yo hice, t hiciste, 1 hizo, nosotros hicimos, vosotros hicisteis, ellos hicieron. SABER: Yo supe, t supiste, 1
supo, nosotros supimos, ellos supieron. TENER: Yo tuve, t tuviste, 1 tuvo, nosotros tuvimos, vosotros tuvisteis, ellos tuvieron. Both the verbs SER and IR will change radically in the preterite form as well, but their conjugations in the preterite will be identical. For these two verbs, context plays a very important role when using them in real
conversations. IR: Yo fui, t fuiste, 1 fue, nosotros fuimos, vosotros fuisteis, ellos fueron. SER: Yo fui, t fuiste, 1 fue, nosotros fuimos, vosotros fuisteis, ellos fueron.Ella fue a Italia el ao pasado con su familia. (She went to Italy last year with her family.) Ella fue mi compaera de clases en primaria. (She was my classmate in primary school.) There are many
other irregular verbs and special cases in the past tense in Spanish besides the ones we have discussed so far, for instance: Verbs like leer, or, concluir, incluir, constituir, construir, disminuir, fluir, poseer, caer, huir suffer a spelling change for the pronouns YO, L and ELLOS. For the pronoun YO, the -IR part will be replaced by with tilde as in Yo
conclu; and for L and ELLOS, we will add the consonant y. LEER: Yo le ese libro en la escuela. (I read that book at school.) CONSTRUIR: | construy una mansin. (He built a mansion.) CAER: Dos rboles cayeron sobre la carretera. (Two trees fell on the road.) When verbs end in -GAR in their infinitive form just like: abrigar, agregar, ahogar, albergar,
apagar, colgar, the verb will be conjugated differently for the first person (the pronoun YO), so we will replace -GAR for -GU as in these sentences: PAGAR: Yo pagu las cuentas (I paid the bills) COLGAR: Yo colgu la ropa (I hung the clothes) When verbs end in -CAR just like buscar, dedicar, educar, enfocar, explicar, sacar, secar, then we will replace -
CAR for -QU for the pronoun YO only, as in the sentences: BUSCAR: Yo busqu la billetera. (I looked for the wallet.) EXPLICAR: Yo expliqu ese tema hace un mes. (I explained that topic a month ago.) When a verb ends in -DUCIR just like traducir, conducir, deducir, then we will replace -DUCIR for -DUJ for all subject pronouns, and add the conjugations
in the second picture presented above. TRADUCIR: Yo traduj todos esos documentos. (I translated all those documents.) CONDUCIR: Vosotros condujisteis sin parar. (You guys drove non-stop.) It is time to see both regular and irregular in the preterite tense in Spanish in use. We will be using some of the ones presented above and a few new ones.
These sentences follow a very basic structure and will use a few useful connectors to link the ideas, and you will see some specific phrases used in the past tense in Spanish such as ayer (yesterday), la semana pasada (last week) and so on. La semana pasada fuimos al zoolgico. Vimos varios animales interesantes y aprendimos muchas cosas sobre ellos
tambin. Cuando miramos al gorila, mi amigo trat de tomar una foto, pero el gorila se enoj. Luego, vimos a los leones. Tambin tomamos fotos de los leones. Escuchamos las aves cantar y a los monos aullar. Para finalizar el paseo, miramos los pinginos. Ellos nadaron muy cerca de nosotros. Last week, we went to the zoo. We saw several interesting
animals and learned many things about them too. When we saw a gorilla, my friend tried to take a picture, but the gorilla became angry. Then we saw the lions. We also took pictures of the lions. We heard the birds sing and the monkeys howl. To finish the visit, we watched the penguins. They swam very close to us. Francisco: Qu hiciste (t) el fin de
semana pasado? Jorge: Yo estudi todo el fin de semana. Hoy tenemos un examen. T estudiaste? Francisco: Yo no estudi. Ayer fui de paseo con mi familia. Nosotros fuimos a la playa. Mi mam nad toda la maana. Mis hermanos tambin nadaron bastante. Com pescado. Estaba delicioso. Jorge: Vaya, t disfrutaste mucho entonces. Yo sal a tomar un caf con
Carmen y miramos una pelcula despus de estudiar.Francisco: What did you do last weekend?Jorge: I studied all weekend. Today we have an exam. Did you study?Francisco: I did not study. Yesterday I went for a walk with my family. We went to the beach. My mom swam all morning. My brothers also swam a lot. I ate fish. It was delicious.Jorge: Wow,
you really enjoyed your weekend then. I went out for coffee with Carmen and watched a movie after studying.Grammatical tenseFor other uses, see Past tense (disambiguation).This article has multiple issues. Please help improve it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to remove these messages) This article's lead section
may be too short to adequately summarize the key points. Please consider expanding the lead to provide an accessible overview of all important aspects of the article. (July 2019) This article possibly contains original research. The majority of this article is unsupported original research. Please improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline
citations. Statements consisting only of original research should be removed. (July 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this message) This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources:"Past tense"news
newspapers books scholar JSTOR (July 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this message) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Part of a series onLinguisticsOutlineHistoryIndexGeneral linguisticsDiachronicLexicographyMorphologyPhonologyPragmaticsSemanticsSyntaxSyntaxsemantics interfaceTypologyApplied
linguisticsAcquisitionAnthropologicalAppliedMathematicalComputationalConversation analysisCorpus linguisticsDiscourse analysisDeterminismDistanceDocumentationEthnography of communicationEthnomethodologyForensicHistory of linguisticsInterlinguisticsNeurolinguisticsPhilologyPhilosophy of
languagePhoneticsPsycholinguisticsSociolinguisticsTextTranslating and interpretingWriting systemsTheoretical frameworksFormalistConstituencyDependencyDistributionalismGenerativeGlossematicsFunctionalCognitiveConstruction grammarFunctional discourse grammarGrammaticalizationInteractional linguisticsPrague circleSystemic
functionalUsage-basedStructuralismTopicsAutonomy of syntaxCompositionalityConservative and innovative languageDescriptivismEtymologylconicityInternet linguisticsLGBTQ linguisticsOrigin of languageOrismologyOrthographyPhilosophy of linguisticsPrescriptivismSecond-language acquisitionTheory of languageTerminology PortalvteThe past
tense is a grammatical tense whose function is to place an action or situation in the past. Examples of verbs in the past tense include the English verbs sang, went and washed. Most languages have a past tense, with some having several types in order to indicate how far back the action took place. Some languages have a compound past tense which
uses auxiliary verbs as well as an imperfect tense which expresses continuous or repetitive events or actions. Some languages inflect the verb, which changes the ending to indicate the past tense, while non-inflected languages may use other words meaning, for example, "yesterday" or "last week" to indicate that something took place in the past.In
some languages, the grammatical expression of past tense is combined with the expression of other categories such as grammatical aspect (see tenseaspect). Thus a language may have several types of past tense form, their use depending on what aspectual or other additional information is to be encoded. French, for example, has a compound past
(pass compos) for expressing completed events, and imperfect for continuous or repetitive events.Some languages that grammaticalise for past tense do so by inflecting the verb, while others do so periphrastically using auxiliary verbs, also known as "verbal operators" (and some do both, as in the example of French given above). Not all languages
grammaticalise verbs for past tense Mandarin Chinese, for example, mainly uses lexical means (words like "yesterday" or "last week") to indicate that something took place in the past, although use can also be made of the tense/aspect markers le and guo.The "past time" to which the past tense refers generally means the past relative to the moment
of speaking, although in contexts where relative tense is employed (as in some instances of indirect speech) it may mean the past relative to some other time being under discussion.[1] A language's past tense may also have other uses besides referring to past time; for example, in English and certain other languages, the past tense is sometimes used
in referring to hypothetical situations, such as in condition clauses like If you loved me ..., where the past tense loved is used even though there may be no connection with past time.Some languages grammatically distinguish the recent past from remote past with separate tenses. There may be more than two distinctions.In some languages, certain
past tenses can carry an implication that the result of the action in question no longer holds. For example, in the Bantu language Chichewa, use of the remote past tense namwalra "he died" would be surprising since it would imply that the person was no longer dead.[2] This kind of past tense is known as discontinuous past. Similarly certain
imperfective past tenses (such as the English "used to") can carry an implication that the action referred to no longer takes place.[3]A general past tense can be indicated with the glossing abbreviation PST.The European continent is heavily dominated by Indo-European languages, all of which have a past tense. In some cases the tense is formed
inflectionally as in English see/saw or walks/walked and as in the French imperfect form, and sometimes it is formed periphrastically, as in the French pass compos form. Further, all of the non-Indo-European languages in Europe, such as Basque, Hungarian, and Finnish, also have a past tense.In English, the past tense (or preterite) is one of the
inflected forms of a verb. The past tense of regular verbs is made by adding -d or -ed to the base form of the verb, while those of irregular verbs are formed in various ways (such as seesaw, gowent, bewas/were). With regular and some irregular verbs, the past tense form also serves as a past participle. For full details of past tense formation, see
English verbs.Past events are often referred to using the present perfect construction, as in I have finished (also known as present in past). However this is not regarded as an instance of the past tense; instead it is viewed as a combination of present tense with perfect aspect, specifying a present state that results from past action.[4] (It can be made
into a past tense form by replacing the auxiliary have with had; see below.)Various multi-word constructions exist for combining past tense with progressive (continuous) aspect, which denotes ongoing action; with perfect aspect; and with progressive and perfect aspects together. These and other common past tense constructions are listed below:[5]
[6]The simple past consists of just the past tense (preterite) form of the verb (he walked, they flew, etc.), although when it is negated, emphasized or inverted it is sometimes necessary to unfuse the verb, using a periphrastic construction with did (as in did he walk? etc.) see do-support. The simple past is used for describing single occurrences or
habitual occurrences in the past, and sometimes for states existing in the past with no connection to the present (or where such connection is irrelevant), and sometimes for states and sensual perceptions existing in the past. It also describes short, one-time past actions that interrupt another action in the past (as in The telephone rang when I was
watching TV). Additionally, it signals habitual or repeated actions in the past (as in Every morning he got up and ate breakfast before he went to work). It expresses an event that is understood to have happened before another past event without using the past perfect tense (as in When the play finished, the audience left quickly). In reported speech,
it replaces the Present Simple (as in She thought I needed help). Finally, it is used to describe an unreal or unlikely event in the present (as in If you bought the car, you couldn't afford much more).The past progressive (past continuous) is formed using the simple past of be (was or were) with present participle (sometimes referred to as the -ing form)
of the main verb: He was going. This form indicates that an action was ongoing at the past time under consideration, often interrupted by another past action (as in I was having a shower when you called). It describes an event that lasted for a certain period, emphasizing its duration and often implying it was unfinished (as in They were talking in a
loud voice all night, and I couldn't sleep). It is used for two actions happening at the same time in the past (as in John was playing football while she was doing her homework). It also describes a temporary situation (as in When I got home, water was running down the kitchen walls). In reported speech, it replaces the present progressive, especially
when referring to a near-future or long-lasting action (as in She told me she was getting married).The past perfect combines had (the simple past of have) with the past participle of the main verb: We had shouted. This denotes that an action occurred before a specified time in the past, and therefore has similar function to the pluperfect found in some
languages. It appears with prepositions such as after, when, and as soon as (as in He went to Paris as soon as he had passed his exams). It follows the phrase it was the first time (as in It was the first time I had heard her sing). It expresses unfulfilled wishes and hopes (I had hoped we would leave tomorrow). It describes an unreal past event that was
a condition for another unfulfilled event (as in If you had bought a car, you couldn't have afforded a holiday abroad). In reported speech, it replaces the Past Simple and Present Perfect (She announced that the rain had stopped).The past perfect progressive (sometimes referred to as the past perfect continuous) combines had (the simple past of have)
with been (the past participle of be) and the present participle of the main verb: You had been waiting. It is used to refer to an ongoing action that continued up to the past time of reference. It indicates how long an event had lasted before a specific past moment (as in We had been walking since sunrise, and we were hungry). It emphasizes the
continuity of an event rather than its completion (as in I had been reading science fiction, and my mind was full of strange images, whereas I had read all the magazines and got bored emphasizes completion). It describes relatively short-lived situations (as in My legs were stiff because I had been standing still for a long time, whereas The tree that
blew down had stood there for 500 years emphasizes a long-lasting state). In reported speech, it replaces the past progressive and present perfect progressive (as in Mary's mother said she'd been having a wonderful time in Italy).The expression used to (with the infinitive of the main verb) denotes a past habitual situation (I used to play football when
I was young), although with a stative verb it can just indicate that a state was continuously in effect (I used to belong to that club). It is often used to emphasize that something happened a long time ago and is no longer the case. Another way of referring to past habitual action is to use would, as in As a child I would play the piano every day, although
this auxiliary has other uses as well. For further details see English modal verbs.For details of the usage of the various constructions used to refer to the past, see Uses of English verb forms. The past tense is also used in referring to some hypothetical situations, not necessarily connected with past time, as in if I tried or I wish I knew. (For the
possible use of were in place of was in such instances, see English subjunctive.)German uses three forms for the past tense.The preterite (Prteritum) (called the "imperfect" in older grammar books, but this, a borrowing from Latin terminology, ill describes it.)The perfect (Perfekt)The past perfect (Plusquamperfekt)In southern Germany, Austria and
Switzerland, the preterite is mostly used solely in writing, for example in stories. Use in speech is regarded as snobbish and thus very uncommon. South German dialects, such as the Bavarian dialect, as well as Yiddish and Swiss German, have no preterite (with the exception of sein and wollen), but only perfect constructs.In certain regions, a few
specific verbs are used in the preterite, for instance the modal verbs and the verbs haben (have) and sein (be).Es gab einmal ein kleines Mdchen, das Rotkppchen hie. (There was once a small girl who was called Little Red Riding Hood.)In speech and informal writing, the Perfekt is used (e.g., Ich habe dies und das gesagt. (I said this and
that)).However, in the oral mode of North Germany, there is still a very important difference between the preterite and the perfect, and both tenses are consequently very common. The preterite is used for past actions when the focus is on the action, whilst the present perfect is used for past actions when the focus is on the present state of the
subject as a result of a previous action. This is somewhat similar to the English usage of the preterite and the present perfect.Preterite: "Heute frh kam mein Freund." (my friend came early in the morning, and he is being talked about strictly in the past)Perfect: "Heute frh ist mein Freund gekommen." (my friend came early in the morning, but he is
being talked about in the present)The past perfect is used in every German speaking country and it is used to place an action in the past before another action in the past. It is formed with an auxiliary (haben/sein) and a past participle that is placed at the end of the clause.Dutch mainly uses these two past tenses:onvoltooid verleden tijd, which
matches the English simple past and the German preterite, for example: Gisteren was ik daar ("I was there yesterday").voltooid tegenwoordige tijd, a present tense with the meaning of perfect. This form is made by combining a form of zijn ("to be") or hebben ("to have") with the notional verb, for example: Gisteren ben ik daar geweest. This also
means "I was there yesterday", but just as it is the case for English constructions with the present perfect simple, this kind of formulation puts more emphasis on the "being finished"-aspect.Less common is the voltooid verleden tijd, which corresponds to the English past perfect. It is formed by combining an onvoltooid verleden form of zijn ("to be") or
hebben ("to have") with the notional verb, for example: Ik was daar voor gisteren al geweest. This means "I had been there before yesterday." This tense is used to indicate that one action in the past occurred before another past action, and that the action was fully finished before the second action took place.In non-Germanic Indo-European
languages, past marking is typically combined with a distinction between perfective and imperfective aspect, with the former reserved for single completed actions in the past. French for instance, has an imperfect tense form similar to that of German but used only for past habitual or past progressive contexts like "I used to..." or "I was doing...".
Similar patterns extend across most languages of the Indo-European family right through to the Indic languages.Unlike other Indo-European languages, in Slavic languages tense is independent of aspect, with imperfective and perfective aspects being indicated instead by means of prefixes, stem changes, or suppletion. In many West Slavic and East
Slavic languages, the early Slavic past tenses have largely merged into a single past tense. In both West and East Slavic, verbs in the past tense are conjugated for gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) and number (singular, plural).Further information: French verbsFrench has numerous forms of the past tense including but not limited to:Past
perfective (pass compos) e.g. J'ai mang (I ate or I have eaten, using the form but usually not the meaning of I have eaten)Past imperfective (imparfait) e.g. Je mangeais (I was eating)Past historic or Simple past (pass simple) e.g. Je mangeai (I ate) (literary only)Pluperfect (Plus que parfait) e.g. J'avais mang (I had eaten [before another event in the
past])Recent past (pass recent) e.g. Je viens de manger (I just ate or I have just eaten)Further information: Spanish verb conjugation and Portuguese verb conjugationSpanish and Portuguese have several forms of the past tense, which include but are not limited to:Preterite tense (prterito, pretrito) e.g. Yo com and Eu comi (I ate or I have eaten)Past
imperfective (imperfecto, imperfeito) e.g. Yo coma and Eu comia (I was eating)Pluperfect (pluperfecto, mais-que-perfeito) e.g. Yo haba comido or Yo hube comido and Eu comera or Eu tinha comido (I had eaten [before another event in the past])A difference in the pluperfect occurs between Spanish and Portuguese; in the latter, a synthetic pluperfect
exists which follows the imperfect conjugations, but -ra replaces the -va seen in the verb endings.While in Semitic languages tripartite non-past/past imperfective/past perfective systems similar to those of most Indo-European languages are found, in the rest of Africa past tenses have very different forms from those found in European languages.
Berber languages have only the perfective/imperfective distinction and lack a past imperfect.Many non-Bantu NigerCongo languages of West Africa do not mark past tense at all but instead have a form of perfect derived from a word meaning "to finish". Others, such as Ewe, distinguish only between future and non-future.In complete contrast, Bantu
languages such as Zulu have not only a past tense, but also a less remote proximal tense which is used for very recent past events and is never interchangeable with the ordinary past form. These languages also differ substantially from European languages in coding tense with prefixes instead of such suffixes as English -ed.Other, smaller language
families of Africa follow quite regional patterns. Thus the Sudanic languages of East Africa and adjacent Afro-Asiatic families are part of the same area with inflectional past-marking that extends into Europe, whereas more westerly Nilo-Saharan languages often do not have past tense.Past tenses are found in a variety of Asian languages. These
include the Indo-European languages Russian in North Asia and Persian, Urdu, Nepali and Hindi in Southwest and South Asia; the Turkic languages Turkish, Turkmen, Kazakh, and Uyghur of Southwest and Central Asia; Arabic and Hebrew in Southwest Asia; Japanese; the Dravidian languages of India; the Uralic languages of Russia; Mongolic; and
Korean. Languages in East Asia and Southeast Asia typically do not distinguish tense; in Mandarin Chinese, for example, the particle le when used immediately after a verb instead indicates perfective aspect.In parts of islands in Southeast Asia, even less distinction is made, for instance in Indonesian and some other Austronesian languages. Past
tenses, do, however, exist in most Oceanic languages.Among Native American languages there is a split between complete absence of past marking (especially common in Mesoamerica and the Pacific Northwest) and very complex tense marking with numerous specialised remoteness distinctions, as found for instance in Athabaskan languages and a
few languages of the Amazon Basin. Some of these tenses can have specialised mythological significance and uses.A number of Native American languages like Northern Paiute stand in contrast to European notions of tense because they always use relative tense, which means time relative to a reference point that may not coincide with the time an
utterance is made.Papuan languages of New Guinea almost always have remoteness distinctions in the past tense (though none are as elaborate as some Native American languages), whilst indigenous Australian languages usually have a single past tense without remoteness distinctions.Creole languages tend to make tense marking optional, and
when tense is marked invariant pre-verbal markers are used.[7]In Belizean Creole, past tense marking is optional and is rarely used if a semantic temporal marker such as yestudeh "yesterday" is present.Singaporean English Creole (Singlish) optionally marks the past tense, most often in irregular verbs (e.g., go went) and regular verbs like accept
which require an extra syllable for the past tense suffix -ed.Hawaiian Creole English[8] optionally marks the past tense with the invariant pre-verbal marker wen or bin (especially older speakers) or haed (especially on the island Kauai). (Ai wen si om "I saw him"; Ai bin klin ap mai ples for da halade "I cleaned up my place for the holiday"; De haed plei
BYU laes wik "They played BYU last week"). The past habitual marker is yustu (Yo mada yustu tink so "Your mother used to think so").Haitian Creole[9] can indicate past tense with the pre-verbal marker te (Li te vini "He (past) come", "He came").”™ Comrie, Bernard, Tense, Cambridge Univ. Press, 1985.” cf. Watkins, Mark Hanna, A Grammar of
Chichewa (1937), p. 56.” cf. Comrie, Bernard (1976) Aspect, pp. 2829” Comrie, Bernard, Aspect, Cambridge Univ. Press, 1976.” Leech, Geoffrey (2001). An A Z of English Grammar and Usage. Harlow: Longman. ISBN0-582-40574-2.~ Swan, Michael (2015). Practical English Usage. Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN978-0-19-442098-3.” Holm,
John, Introduction to Pidgins and Creoles, Cambridge Univ. Press, 2000: ch. 6.~ Sakoda, Kent, and Siegel, Jeff, Pidgin Grammar, Bess Press, 2003: pp. 38ff.~ Turnbull, Wally R., Creole Made Easy, Light Messages, 2000: p. 13.Retrieved from " Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt
remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that
suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not
have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you
use the material. Like in any other language, the past in Spanish is crucial for daily communication. Using the past form is crucial to talk about what happened a few minutes ago or share a memory. But there are different conjugation patterns you can use. As a result, in this past tense Spanish guide, youll learn: To become conversationally fluent, you
cannot overlook any of the Spanish past tenses. To make things easier, Ive included real-life examples and additional resources to help you master this topic. Endings for Past Tenses in Spanish In Spanish, there are four past tenses: Past preteriteImperfect tensePast perfectPast progressive The Spanish past perfect tense is formed with an auxiliary
verb and a past participle. In other words, the formula for this tense is haber in imperfect form + past participle. The past participle in Spanish is formed with the endings -ado (AR verbs) and -ido (ER and IR verbs). Here is a conjugation chart: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoHaba habladoHaba bebidoTHabas habladoHabas bebidol / EllaUstedHaba
habladoHaba bebidoNosotrosHabamos habladoHabamos bebidoVosotrosHabais habladoHabais bebidoEllos / EllasUstedesHaban habladoHaban bebido On the other hand, the past endings for the preterite and the imperfect tense are: -AR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--abaT-aste-abasl / EllaUsted--abaNosotros-amos-bamosVosotros-asteis-
abaisEllos / EllasUstedes-aron-aban ER and IR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--aT-iste-asl / EllaUsted-i-aNosotros-imos-amosVosotros-isteis-aisEllos / EllasUstedes-ieron-an Finally, the past progressive is formed using the past forms of estar and a present participle (-ando, -endo). For instance: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoEstaba limpiandoEstaba
viviendoTEstabas limpiandoEstabas viviendol / EllaUstedEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoNosotrosEstbamos limpiandoEstbamos viviendoVosotrosEstabais limpiandoEstabais viviendoEllos / EllasUstedesEstaban limpiandoEstaban viviendo Although they all refer to the past in Spanish, each of these tenses is used in specific situations. In the sections
below, youll learn more about these differences. Take Note: Even though it refers to an action that started in the past, the present perfect is often not considered a past tense because it also refers to or has relevance in the present. When to Use Different Spanish Past Tenses As their name suggests, Spanish past tenses convey that an action occurred
in the past. However, they differ in how they convey the message and what they focus on. Below is a more detailed explanation of when and how to use each tense: Past imperfect When it comes to past tenses in Spanish, the imperfect is used to provide background information. In simple terms, to describe past circumstances or how something used to
be. Some time markers that work with tense are: Cuando: WhenNunca: NeverSiempre: AlwaysTodos los das: Every day Here are some sentences: Yo siempre me despertaba temprano.l always woke up early. Nuestra escuela era muy bonita.Our school was very pretty. La tienda estaba cerrada.The store was closed. Take Note: In English, the
imperfect tense can be translated as used to or was. However, this tense is only used when referring to past habits or descriptions. Preterite tense In Spanish, the preterite tense is the equivalent of the simple past. As a result, we use it to refer to finished actions or events that took place at a specific moment in the past. For example: No dorm bien.I
didnt sleep well. Los vecinos fueron a la playa.The neighbors went to the beach. Por qu le dijiste eso?Why did you say that to her? Because it refers to specific moments, the time markers for the preterite tense are words such as ayer, la semana pasada, hace dos aos, etc. Take Note: The preterite and imperfect are usually confused with each other
because they share the same translation. However, these are complementary tenses. Spanish past perfect Use the past perfect when explaining that a past action happened before something else. This tense can also be used to talk about first-time experiences: Sally nunca haba ido a la playa.Sally had never gone to the beach before. Mis hermanos ya
haban terminado de comer.My brothers had already finished eating. Spanish past progressive In Spanish, we use the past progressive (also called the past continuous) to express that an action was in progress at some moment (the event went on for a while). This tense can be used to provide additional background information or to communicate that
a past was interrupted by another one: Ayer estuvo lloviendo todo el da.Yesterday it was raining all day. Cuando me fui, Larry estaba limpiando la cocina.When I left, Larry was cleaning the kitchen. Take Note: Like the imperfect, the past continuous can also provide background information about the past. However, the imperfect focuses on events
that happened for an extended period of time, whereas the past progressive refers to actions in progress. Key Points These four past tenses are equally important to form coherent sentences. In other words, you need to understand how and when to use them. Here is a table where you can compare side by side the past tenses in Spanish:
TenseUsesExamplesPreterite Completed actions in the past. Activities that occurred at a specific time in the past.Ayer habl con ella.Yesterday I talked to her.Imperfect Describes how things or people were. Talks about past habits or recurrent actions. Tells time and age.La casa era grande.The house was big.Past Perfect Expresses that a past action
took place before something else.Ya la haba visto.I had seen it already.Past Progressive Refers to actions that were interrupted by another past event. Describes past actions that were in progress.No estaba viendo la tele.I wasnt watching TV. Next Steps: Past Tense Spanish Additional Resources Here are some resources you can check to improve
your command of the Spanish past tenses: Guide to imperfect vs preterite: These tenses are commonly confused among Spanish learners because they often share the same translation. In this guide, youll learn the different contexts where you need to use them.How & When to Use the Preterite: This guide is meant to help you understand the most
common uses of the preterite in Spanish. Youll also learn how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs and trigger words, among other things.Guide to the Past Perfect in Spanish: As a compound tense, the past perfect is formed with two elements. Click here to learn the uses and conjugations of this tense.Guide to the Spanish Imperfect Tense: In
this guide, youll find the most common scenarios where you must use the past imperfect. Additionally, well go over time markers and conjugations. These conjugation patterns are only meant to help you communicate in the past. Other Spanish tenses that will help you place an action at different moments in time. Download the Spanish Past Tenses
PDF Spanish grammar topics like tenses and conjugations can seem overwhelming to new learners. However, talking about the past in Spanish is a must and learning these tenses is key to your conversational fluency. Ive created a free PDF you can download with all the graphics and key points from this guide so you can review the tenses as you
learn Spanish. Like in any other language, the past in Spanish is crucial for daily communication. Using the past form is crucial to talk about what happened a few minutes ago or share a memory. But there are different conjugation patterns you can use. As a result, in this past tense Spanish guide, youll learn: To become conversationally fluent, you
cannot overlook any of the Spanish past tenses. To make things easier, Ive included real-life examples and additional resources to help you master this topic. Endings for Past Tenses in Spanish In Spanish, there are four past tenses: Past preteriteImperfect tensePast perfectPast progressive The Spanish past perfect tense is formed with an auxiliary
verb and a past participle. In other words, the formula for this tense is haber in imperfect form + past participle. The past participle in Spanish is formed with the endings -ado (AR verbs) and -ido (ER and IR verbs). Here is a conjugation chart: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoHaba habladoHaba bebidoTHabas habladoHabas bebidol / EllaUstedHaba
habladoHaba bebidoNosotrosHabamos habladoHabamos bebidoVosotrosHabais habladoHabais bebidoEllos / EllasUstedesHaban habladoHaban bebido On the other hand, the past endings for the preterite and the imperfect tense are: -AR Verbs PersonPreteritelmperfectYo--abaT-aste-abasl / EllaUsted--abaNosotros-amos-bamosVosotros-asteis-
abaisEllos / EllasUstedes-aron-aban ER and IR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--aT-iste-asl / EllaUsted-i-aNosotros-imos-amosVosotros-isteis-aisEllos / EllasUstedes-ieron-an Finally, the past progressive is formed using the past forms of estar and a present participle (-ando, -endo). For instance: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoEstaba limpiandoEstaba
viviendoTEstabas limpiandoEstabas viviendol / EllaUstedEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoNosotrosEstbamos limpiandoEstbamos viviendoVosotrosEstabais limpiandoEstabais viviendoEllos / EllasUstedesEstaban limpiandoEstaban viviendo Although they all refer to the past in Spanish, each of these tenses is used in specific situations. In the sections
below, youll learn more about these differences. Take Note: Even though it refers to an action that started in the past, the present perfect is often not considered a past tense because it also refers to or has relevance in the present. When to Use Different Spanish Past Tenses As their name suggests, Spanish past tenses convey that an action occurred
in the past. However, they differ in how they convey the message and what they focus on. Below is a more detailed explanation of when and how to use each tense: Past imperfect When it comes to past tenses in Spanish, the imperfect is used to provide background information. In simple terms, to describe past circumstances or how something used to
be. Some time markers that work with tense are: Cuando: WhenNunca: NeverSiempre: AlwaysTodos los das: Every day Here are some sentences: Yo siempre me despertaba temprano.l always woke up early. Nuestra escuela era muy bonita.Our school was very pretty. La tienda estaba cerrada.The store was closed. Take Note: In English, the
imperfect tense can be translated as used to or was. However, this tense is only used when referring to past habits or descriptions. Preterite tense In Spanish, the preterite tense is the equivalent of the simple past. As a result, we use it to refer to finished actions or events that took place at a specific moment in the past. For example: No dorm bien.I
didnt sleep well. Los vecinos fueron a la playa.The neighbors went to the beach. Por qu le dijiste eso?Why did you say that to her? Because it refers to specific moments, the time markers for the preterite tense are words such as ayer, la semana pasada, hace dos aos, etc. Take Note: The preterite and imperfect are usually confused with each other
because they share the same translation. However, these are complementary tenses. Spanish past perfect Use the past perfect when explaining that a past action happened before something else. This tense can also be used to talk about first-time experiences: Sally nunca haba ido a la playa.Sally had never gone to the beach before. Mis hermanos ya
haban terminado de comer.My brothers had already finished eating. Spanish past progressive In Spanish, we use the past progressive (also called the past continuous) to express that an action was in progress at some moment (the event went on for a while). This tense can be used to provide additional background information or to communicate that
a past was interrupted by another one: Ayer estuvo lloviendo todo el da.Yesterday it was raining all day. Cuando me fui, Larry estaba limpiando la cocina.When I left, Larry was cleaning the kitchen. Take Note: Like the imperfect, the past continuous can also provide background information about the past. However, the imperfect focuses on events
that happened for an extended period of time, whereas the past progressive refers to actions in progress. Key Points These four past tenses are equally important to form coherent sentences. In other words, you need to understand how and when to use them. Here is a table where you can compare side by side the past tenses in Spanish:
TenseUsesExamplesPreterite Completed actions in the past. Activities that occurred at a specific time in the past.Ayer habl con ella.Yesterday I talked to her.Imperfect Describes how things or people were. Talks about past habits or recurrent actions. Tells time and age.La casa era grande.The house was big.Past Perfect Expresses that a past action
took place before something else.Ya la haba visto.l had seen it already.Past Progressive Refers to actions that were interrupted by another past event. Describes past actions that were in progress.No estaba viendo la tele.l wasnt watching TV. Next Steps: Past Tense Spanish Additional Resources Here are some resources you can check to improve
your command of the Spanish past tenses: Guide to imperfect vs preterite: These tenses are commonly confused among Spanish learners because they often share the same translation. In this guide, youll learn the different contexts where you need to use them.How & When to Use the Preterite: This guide is meant to help you understand the most
common uses of the preterite in Spanish. Youll also learn how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs and trigger words, among other things.Guide to the Past Perfect in Spanish: As a compound tense, the past perfect is formed with two elements. Click here to learn the uses and conjugations of this tense.Guide to the Spanish Imperfect Tense: In
this guide, youll find the most common scenarios where you must use the past imperfect. Additionally, well go over time markers and conjugations. These conjugation patterns are only meant to help you communicate in the past. Other Spanish tenses that will help you place an action at different moments in time. Download the Spanish Past Tenses
PDF Spanish grammar topics like tenses and conjugations can seem overwhelming to new learners. However, talking about the past in Spanish is a must and learning these tenses is key to your conversational fluency. Ive created a free PDF you can download with all the graphics and key points from this guide so you can review the tenses as you
learn Spanish. Conjugating verbs in Spanish is one of the most challenging parts of learning Spanish as a second language. This guide will help you learn how to conjugate verbs correctly for past, present and future tenses. You will find charts to master Spanish verbs ending in IR, ER, AR and more. If you want over 400,000 Spanish verb conjugations
with you where ever you go, try Spanish Translator+ app. You can download it for free on your iPhone or Android. Give it a try and power up to fluent Spanish! What Does it Mean to Conjugate Verbs? In English, we conjugate verbs by changing verbs like to run into he runs, I run, and we ran. Notice how we conjugate the verb differently depending
on the perspective (who) and the tense (when). We can visualize these differences in conjugation with the chart below. To run - Present Tense I run We run You run You guys run He runs; she runs They run In these tables, each cell represents a different who. When you see these verb conjugation tables, you can think of them as displayed in the chart
below. Singular Plural First Person I We Second Person You You guys; you all Third Person He; She; It They; Them Usually the tables are abbreviated into a 2 column, 3 row layout rather than 3 columns and 4 rows, but the concept is the same. For example, heres a basic conjugation for the english verb to walk in the past tense: To walk - Past Tense I
walked We walked You walked You guys walked He walked; she walked They walked The past tense is really easy to conjugate in English. You just add "ed" to the root verb and listo! Its much more complicated in Spanish, as youll learn, but the same concept applies. How to Conjugate Verbs in Spanish Conjugating verbs in Spanish requires an
understanding of a few different concepts: Tense Perspective Verbs ending in -ar vs -er and -ir Irregular verb conjugations With those in mind, usually conjugations include the root of the word being conjugated minus the last two letters of the verb (ar, er, or ir). Verb Tense In English, different tenses produce verb conjugations such as: I eat I am
eating I ate I will eat See how the verb tense effects the way we conjugate? The concept applies the same in Spanish. The most common tenses that youll conjugate are: El Presente: The present tense El Futuro: The future tense El Pretrito Perfecto: The preterite tense (past tense, fixed) El Pretrito Imperfecto: The imperfect tense (past tense,
malleable) There are other tenses that we wont get into in this article. El Pretrito vs El Imperfecto El preterito and el imperfecto are both past-tense conjugations. Learning which one is more appropriate will take time, but we can simplify with these guidelines. Use el preterito when speaking about: A single event in the past Events that began and
ended in the past Use el imperfecto when speaking about: A habitual or repeated action An ongoing action with no specified completion General descriptions of physical or emotional states of being in the past Expressions of time in the past For more on the imperfect vs the preterite tense, check out this article by our friends at Lawless Spanish.
Perspective In order to conjugate verbs, you must be speaking about a specific person or subject. There are only 6 perspectives you need to know, and they line up with the cells in the chart shown above. The six perspectives for conjugating verbs are: I Yo You T He/She/It 1, Ella, Usted We Nosotros You guys/you all Vosotros (only used in Spain,
otherwise use ellos, ellas, or ustedes) They/them Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes The perspective or the subject of the verb will change how it's conjugated. AR, ER, and IR Verbs In Spanish, its easy to tell when a word is a verb because all verbs end in one of these three ways. AR: Caminar, Hablar, Presentar ER: Comer, Ver*, Correr, Conocer*, Saber* IR: Vivir,
Escribir, Subir, Describir, Dormir* * Indicates verb has irregular conjugations There are different rules for conjugation depending on the last two letters of these verbs. In other words, Spanish verbs ending in AR are conjugated differently than verbs ending in ER and IR. Irregular Spanish Verbs For the most part, what you'll learn in this article
applies to any verb in the Spanish language. However, some verbs are irregular, meaning they get conjugated differently. They break the rules you're about to learn. It's important to keep this in mind, and you may want to keep a list of irregular verbs and their proper conjugations. A good one can be found on Fluentin3months. Present Tense Verb
Conjugations The first tense youll learn how to conjugate for is the present tense, or el presente. In the present tense, AR verbs are conjugated differently than ER and IR Verbs. Present Tense Conjugations for AR Verbs Regular AR verbs are conjugated in the present tense like this: Lets try some examples Hablar - to talk Yo hablo T hablas 1 habla
Nosotros hablamos Vosotros hablis Ellas hablan Caminar - to walk Yo camino T caminas Ella camina Nosotros caminamos Vosotros caminais Ellos caminan Present Tense Conjugations for ER & IR Verbs In the present tense, verbs ending in ER and IR share the same method of conjugation: Here are some examples of regular Spanish vergs ending in
ER and IR in the present tense. Comer Yo como T comes | come Nosotros comemos Vosotros comeis Ellos comen Vivir (to live): Yo vivo T vives Usted vive Nosotros vivimos Vosotros Ellos viven Past Tense Verb Conjugations Conjugating AR Verbs in the Preterite Tense (El Pretrito) Regular AR verbs are conjugated in Spanish like this: aba bamos abas
abais aba aban Heres an example: Tomar - to take, to drink Yo tomaba T tomabas 1 tomaba Nosotros tombamos Vosotros tomabais Ellos tomaban Imperfect ER/IR Verb Conjugations (Imperfecto) Regular verbs ending in ER and IR are conjugated into the imperfect tense like this: Heres an example of an ER verb conjugated into the imperfect tense:
Escribir - to write Yo escriba T escribas 1 escriba Nosotros escribamos Vosotros escribais Ellos escriban Conjugating Verbs in the Preterite Tense (El Pretrito) Conjugating AR Verbs in the Preterite Tense Regular AR verbs are conjugated in spanish like this: amos* aste asteis aron * Note that the first person plural (we) conjugation is the same in
preterite tense as present tense. Heres some examples of regular AR verbs translated into the preterite tense: Hablar - to talk Yo habl T hablaste 1 habl Nosotros hablamos Vosotros hablasteis Ellas hablaron Caminar - to walk Yo camin T caminaste Usted camin Nosotros caminamos Vosotros caminasteis Ellos caminaron Conjugating ER/IR Verbs in the
Preterite Tense Regular Spanish verbs that end with ER or IR are conjugated into the preterite tense as follows: imos iste isteis i ieron Lets try conjugating an ER/IR verb into the preterite tense. Escribir (to write): Yo escrib T escribiste Ella escribi Nosotros escribimos Vosotros escribisteis Ellas escribieron Future Tense Spanish Verb Conjugations
Unlike the other tenses weve learned about thus far, constructing a conjugation in the future tense doesnt require you to discern between AR, ER, and IR verbs. All regular verbs are conjugated the same way in the future tense. Heres how: Instead of cutting off the last two letters like weve done on other conjugations, the future tense just adds
characters onto the end of the verb. Heres an example: Tomar (to take or to drink): Yo tomar T tomars Ella tomar Nosotros tomaremos Vosotros tomareis Ellos tomarn For more instruction on using the future tense, go through this lesson by StudySpanish Conclusion One of the most important things to keep in mind while youre learning Spanish is
that not all verbs follow the rules outlined in this post. Many verbs youll come across are irregular. Some of the other ways you might see verbs conjugated in Spanish are: Yo estaba caminando cuando He vivido aqu por 3 aos The translations of these phrases are as follows: I was walking when I have lived here for 3 years These conjugations
represent additional verb tenses, which youll learn more about as you progress as a student of Spanish. It takes a long time and persistent effort to learn to speak Spanish. Learn more about how you can cut your learning curve with VidaLingua. Dreaming of speaking Spanish like a native? Check out these great articles. - Best Apps for Learning
Spanish - Spanish Slang Words & Phrases - Top Online Tutors Spanish - Best Language Schools in Madrid - Costa Rican Slang Words Have you written an article about learning Spanish that we shoud link to? Email outreach@vidalingua.com to let us know. Looking for lessons to improve your Spanish with interactive exercises? Download Learn
Spanish+ for free on your iPhone or iPad. Happy conjugating! Riley Farabaugh Founder & CEO Monte Verde Media There are five past tenses in Spanishthe preterite, past imperfect, past progressive, present perfectand past perfect. They each express different things and so should be used in different contexts.ContentsWhat Are the Spanish Past
Tenses?There are five Spanish past tenses that are used in different situations. These tenses are the preterite, imperfect, past progressive, present perfect and past perfect.Past TenseUsagePreteriteActions that happened at a specific point in the pastPast ImperfectActions that were ongoing in the pastPast ProgressiveProgressive actions that
endedPresent PerfectActions that started in the past but are still happening in the presentPast PerfectActions that took place before another actionYou will most often use the preterite and imperfect past tenses while the other three are less common, but still good to know.Now, lets have a look at them in more detail!1. Preterite (Prterito
indefinido)Pronoun-AR Ending-ER/IR EndingYo--T-aste-istel/Ella/Usted--iNosotros-amos-imosVosotros-asteis-isteisEllos/Ellas/Ustedes-aron-ieronThe preterite past tense defines actions that have already been accomplished or tasks that have been completed.It refers to something that happened one time onlya single experience rather than an ongoing
event.The conjugation for preterite is rather simple as you simply take the stem and add the correct ending.Here are some examples:Compr zapatos rojos. (I bought red shoes.)Comiste frijoles rojos y arroz. (You ate red beans and rice.)Asisti al juego de pelota. (He/she attended the ball game.)Read more on this tense here:2. Past Imperfect (Pretrito
imperfecto)Pronoun-AR Ending-ER/-IR EndingYo-aba-aT-abas-asl/Ella/Usted-aba-aNosotros-bamos-amosVosotros-abais-aisEllos/Ellas/Ustedes-aban-anThe imperfect past tense can refer to a few situations including references to an action without a specified ending, something that was true in the past but not anymore or habits and repeated
events.Because it talks about repeated habits or events, its often translated as used to.This conjugation is also pretty simple, just adding the proper endings depending on which kind of verb it is.Ambamos a mi gato. (We loved my cat.)Coman pltanos. (They ate plantains.)Abra a las ocho. (It used to open at eight.)Read more on this tense here:3. Past
Progressive (Imperfecto progresivo)PronounEstar + GerundYoEstaba + gerundTEstabas + gerundl/Ella/UstedEstaba + gerundNosotrosEstbamos + gerundVosotrosEstabais + gerundEllos/Ellas/UstedesEstaban + gerundThe past progressive tense is used to convey information about a progressive action that has already ended.In other words, this
tense talks about someone who was doing something but isnt anymore. Or an action that was happening, but isnt anymore.Its a compound tense, which means that you need two verbs to form it. The main verb is combined with an auxiliary verb, which in this particular case is estar (to be).The estarwill be in its imperfect form, and the main verb will
be put into gerund form.Estabas bailando con mi abuelo. (You were dancing with my grandpa.)Estaba estudiando en Espaa. (She was studying in Spain.)Estbamos trabajando en el restaurante. (We were working at the restaurant.)Read more on this tense here:4. Present Perfect (Pretrito perfecto compuesto)PronounHaber + ParticipleYoHe +
participleTHas + participlel/Ella/UstedHa + participleNosotrosHemos + participleVosotrosHabis + participleEllos/Ellas/UstedesHan + participleThe present perfect tense is also referred to as el pretrito perfecto and el perfecto compuesto.Like the past progressive tense, the present perfect is also a compound tense.The present perfect tense is often
used for actions that still take place, have happened recently, or anaction or activity that has happened a set number of times.To form the present perfect tense, you will take the present conjugation of haber and add the past participle of the main verb.He jugado ftbol. (I have played soccer.)Ha bebido cerveza. (He has drunk beer.)Han vivido sin sus
padres. (They have lived without their parents.)Read more on this tense here:5. Past Perfect (Pluscuamperfecto)PronounHaber + participleYoHaba + participleTHabas + participlel/Ella/UstedHaba + participleNosotrosHabamos + participleVosotrosHabais + participleEllos/Ellas/UstedesHaban + participleThe past perfect tense describes what
someone had done prior to another event that happened in the past.For example, something happened prior to someones arrival at an event or someone had a cup of coffee before going for a walk.This conjugation requires haber in its imperfect form and the past participle of the main verb.Ya haba bailado antes de la cena. (I had already danced
before dinner.)Ella haba comido antes de subir al tren. (She had eaten before getting on the train.)Ellos haban dormido antes de la fiesta. (They had slept before the party.)Read more on this tense here:Spanish Past Tense Practice QuizConjugate the verbs in parentheses according to the correct past tense, then check your answers below.1.Ayer
yo(comer)pizza a las 3 de la tarde.(Yesterday I ate pizza at 3 oclock in the afternoon.)2.Ella (caminar) a la escuela todos los das cuando era pequea.(She walked to school every day when she was little.)3.Mi abuela me (contar) cuentos sobre nuestra familia cuando (vivir) con ella.(My grandmother told me stories about our family when I lived with
her.)4.Mi hermana (cumplir) 20 aos ayer.(My sister turned 20 years old yesterday.)5.Yo (estar, comer)cuando t me (llamar). (I was eating when you called me.)6.T ya(haber, llegar)cuando (salir) de mi casa. (You had already arrived when I left my house.)7. Ustedes ya(haber, cenar)? (Have you already eaten?)8.Vosotros(estar, trabajar)por muchas
horas. (You were working for hours.)9.Yo(haber, beber)cuatro copas de vino. (I had drunk four glasses of wine.)10.Nosotros(hablar) toda la noche. (We talked all night.)Answer key:1.com?2.caminaba3.contaba, viva4.cumpli5.estaba comiendo, llamaste6.habas llegado, sal7.han cenado8.estuvisteis trabajando9.haba bebido10.hablamosHow to Practice
the Spanish Past TenseWhile this guide has covered the different Spanish tenses pretty extensively, its important that you spend some time using all of them in your review sessions.Here are a few activities to help you with the Spanish past tenses:Write a story incorporating each past tense at least onceRecount past events in a language
journalldentify the different tenses in a Spanish news articleldentify the different tenses in Spanish movies, music, etc.Remember that listening and reading practice, whether youre reviewing past tenses or another grammar element, isbest done with native Spanish content.There are tons of resources online where you can watch and listen to
Spanish-language media. Streaming platforms like Netflix are excellent tools for learners because of the subtitle language options.For authentic Spanish content beyond movies and TV shows, you can also check out theFluentU video library.Before you know it, any fear you had about the Spanish past tenses will be where it belongsin the past!Have
fun and good luck!If you've made it this far that means you probably enjoy learning Spanish with engaging material and will then love FluentU.Other sites use scripted content. FluentU uses a natural approach that helps you ease into the Spanish language and culture over time. Youll learn Spanish as its actually spoken by real people.FluentU has a
wide variety of videos, as you can see here:FluentU brings native videos within reach with interactive transcripts. You can tap on any word to look it up instantly. Every definition has examples that have been written to help you understand how the word is used. If you see an interesting word you dont know, you can add it to a vocab list.Review a
complete interactive transcript under the Dialogue tab, and find words and phrases listed under Vocab.Learn all the vocabulary in any video with FluentUs robust learning engine. Swipe left or right to see more examples of the word youre on.The best part is that FluentU keeps track of the vocabulary that youre learning, and gives you extra practice
with difficult words. It'll even remind you when its time to review what youve learned. Every learner has a truly personalized experience, even if theyre learning with the same video.Start using the FluentU website on your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of
our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.) Have conversations faster, understand people when they speak fast, and other tested tips to learn faster. More info Spanish past tenses can feel like a labyrinth at first glance. Many forms, tricky conjugations, and the preterite versus imperfect dilemma can cause confusion. This article offers the
ultimate guide to past tense Spanish. Well show you how to start using each tense immediately, even if youre a beginner.What Is the Past Tense in Spanish?In Spanish, the past tense describes actions, states, or events that happened before the present moment.English uses words like did and had to talk about the past. Spanish, on the other hand, has
different ways to show past actions with several special forms.Each of these tenses shows something different about when an action took place. It can tell if the action is finished, how long it lasted, or how it connects to other past events.How Many Past Tenses Are There in Spanish?In Spanish, there arefive different tensesused to speak about the
past.Lets see an example of each one in action:Past TenseSpanish exampleEnglish exampleUse caseSimple pastAyer jugu con mi perro.l played with my dog yesterday.Completed action at a specific timelmperfectjugaba con mi perro.I used to play with my dog.Habitual or ongoing past actionsPast progressiveEstaba jugando con mi perro.I was playing
with my dog.Action in progress in the pastPresent perfectHe jugado con mi perro.l have played with my dog.Past action connected to the presentPast perfectHaba jugado con mi perro.l had played with my dog.Action completed before another past actionSimple past: Describes a completed action that happened at a specific time in the past. Its used
when the action has a clear beginning and end.Imperfect past tense: Used for habitual or repeated actions in the past, or to describe ongoing situations without focusing on when they started or ended.Past progressive: Highlights an action that was in progress at a certain point in the past, often interrupted by another event.Present perfect: Refers to
actions that happened at an unspecified time in the past but are still relevant to or connected with the present.Past perfect: Indicates that one action was completed before another past action occurred. It sets up a past-before-past sequence.As you can see,most Spanish past tense words are similar to English ones. Whenyou compare them side-by-
side, they are easier to understand.I say most because theimperfect past tenselacks an English counterpart.Yes, the imperfect past tense can be translated into English in different forms. For example, coma muchos caramelos could be translated as I used to eat a lot of candy, or it could be translated as I was eating a lot of candy.If you find this point
slightly confusing, dont worry! Well cover all five tenses in greater detail so that you can start using them right away.1. Spanish Simple Past (Spanish preterite or pasado simple)Thesimple past tenseis used to talk about past actions that were already completed, with clear beginnings or endings.For example, you could use the simple past tense to
say:I didthe exam last summer Hiceel examen el verano pasadol visitedmy grandparents Yo visita mis abuelosin other words, these actions took place on a specific day or time.Lets look at more examples of the simple past tense in action.I studiedthe whole night Estuditoda la nocheWe soldour house last month Vendimosnuestra casa el mes pasadoWe
atepizza last night Anochecomimospizzal lostthe keys again Perdlas llaves otra vezFrancewonthe World Cup Franciaganla Copa Mundial de Ftbollf the action was something habitual, like I studied every day of the week, then we would need to use theimperfect past tenseas the sentence implies that the past action took place regularly over a period of
time. Well cover this next.2. Imperfect Spanish Past Tense (Imperfect Preterite or imperfecto)Theimperfect past tenseis a point of confusion for many people learning Spanish.In general, the tense is used:To speak about past actions that were habitualTo speak about an ongoing past action that was interruptedTo describe past characteristics(age,
height, etc)To describe pastconditionsTo describe past feelingsIn other words, this tense is key to setting the stage, and telling stories in Spanish.This tense is used when it is unclear whether the action was completed or not.For example, if you talk about visiting your grandparents and use thesimple past tense, then this indicates that you are
speaking about a specific point in time when the visit happened.When I visited my grandparents Cuando yo visit a mis abuelosIf you use theimperfect past tense, then youre indicating that this was a habitual action, and youre not specifying a start or end point.WhenlI used to visitmy grandparents Cuandoyo visitabaa mis abuelosLets take a look at
more examples:I used to runevery weekend Yocorratodos los fines de semanaRaquelused to dancesamba in an academy Raquelbailabasamba en una academialn the above examples, the actions dont have a specific start or end point, but we know that they were habitual.As we have already mentioned, thistense is also used to discuss dates, time, age,
conditions, and feelings.Whenyou were 10 years old, we moved away from Brazil Cuandotenas10 aos, nos mudamos de Brasil.It wasSeptember when we went to Italy Eraseptiembre cuando fuimos a Italia.Whenl wasa kid, Iused to goto the lake with my cousins and some friends Cuandoeranio,ibaal lago con mis primos y algunos amigosIfelthappy with
my boyfriend Mesentafeliz con mi novio.And finally, thistense is often used to speak about a past action that was in progress, before it was interrupted by something else.l was sleepingwhen the phone rang Dormacuando el telfono son.In the last example, the imperfect past tense translates as I was sleeping, instead of I used to sleep.Thats because in
Spanish, we can use both theimperfect past tenseandthe past progressiveto talk about a past action that was ongoing.As native speakers, we tend to use thepast progressiveto indicate a more recent time frame.In English, it translates the same way.I was sleepingwhen the phone rang Yo estaba durmiendocuando el telfono son.And this brings us nicely
onto the next section.3. Past Progressive Spanish (pasado progresivo)Thepast progressive tenseis a simple way to speak about a continuous action that took place in the past, generally within a more recent time frame.This -ing tense is used in the exact same way that we use the English equivalent every dayl was workingShe was eatingThey were



arrivingIf you already know how to use thepresent progressive, then this tense will be simple for you.In thepresent progressive, we use a simple formula:Subject + ESTAR verb (present) + Progressive verbIm working Estoy trabajandoThepast progressiveformula is almost identical, only this time we must conjugate estar in the imperfect past
tense:Subject + ESTAR verb (imperfect past tense) + Progressive verbl was working Estaba trabajandoSomething we already touched on is knowing when to use past progressive vs the imperfect past tense.The truth is, in many cases, the tenses are interchangeable.Past progressive is often used when the action is more recent (i.e., something just
happened)Imperfect past tense is more often used when giving descriptions or telling stories and indicates that the action was a long time ago.That said, knowing which tense to use is something that will become second nature to you once youre exposed to more Spanish.For now, letslook at more examples of the past progressive:I was workingat the
office Estaba trabajandoen la oficinaYou were eatingan ice cream Estabas comiendoun heladoWe were runninga while Estabamos corriendoun ratoThey were doing homework Estaban haciendola tareaOnce again, thistense (like the imperfect past tense) is an easy way to talk about interrupted past actions.I was doing the disheswhen you arrived
Estaba lavandolos platoscuando llegastel was watchingTV but I fell asleep Estaba viendotelevisin pero me qued dormidoWe were working outwhen your sister called Estbamos haciendo ejerciciocuando tu hermana llamNote: Youll notice that the above examples contain a common structure:past progressiveto describe the action that was in progress,
andsimple pastto describethe action that caused the interruption.For a more in-depth explanation on how to conjugate and use the past progressive, read our separate post here.4. Spanish Present Perfect(presente perfecto)This tense is used in the exact same way that we use the English equivalent.We use thepresent perfect tenseto talk about past
actions that are still connected to the present, or probably still happening.I have goneto Spain many times He idoa Espaa muchas vecesThey have doneall their homework Ellos han hechotodas sus tareasl have visitedmy cousins He visitadoa mis primosTo use this tense, all you need to do is remember the following formula:Auxiliary verb haber in
simple present + past participle of the action verb.We have lived in Latin America for a few years Hemos vividoen Amrica Latina por algunos aosHave you seenall the Marvel movies? Has vistotodas las pelculas de Marvel?I have boughta new car for you He compradoun carro nuevo para tilIf you ever visit Latin America, you might notice that native
speakers often preferthe simple past tenseinstead ofthe present perfect whentalking about recent actions.For them, simple past tense is a less formal way to speak among friends and family.For a more in-depth look at how to use the present perfect (including the conjugations), read our separate post here.5. Spanish Past Perfect (pluscuamperfecto
del indicativo)Even I can admit that the name of this tense looks daunting when written down in Spanish:Pluscuamperfecto del indicativo Fortunately, its quite simple to understand, and also has an English equivalent.The past perfect Spanish tense is normally used when talking about an action that took placebeforesomething else happened in the
past.Lets see how this tense works with some examples:They had donea good job before they left Haban hecho un buen trabajo antes de irseWe had takenmany pictures but we lost the memory card Habamos tomado muchas fotos pero perdimos la memorial had slepta bit before running Yohaba dormido un poco antes de ir a correrTo use this tense,
you need to follow a formula similar to the one we covered in the last section, only this time, the verb haber will be conjugated in the imperfect tense.Auxiliary verb haberin the imperfect tense + past participle of the action verbHere are some examples:I had writtensome articles for the magazine Yo haba escritoalgunos artculos para la revistaYou had
preparedthe meal for all of us before going out Habas hechola cena para todos nosotros antes de salirThe studentshad readthat book already Los estudiantes yahaban ledoese libroConclusionHopefully, you can now distinguish the differences between all five tenses and how they are used to speak about the past. To sum up:Thesimple past tenseis used
for actions that are finished and happened at a certain time.Theimperfecttense is for actions we do often or that were happening in the past, and for descriptions.Thepast progressivetense is for actions that were in progress at a certain time in the past.Thepresent perfecttense is for actions that happened in the past but are related to now.Thepast

perfect tense isfor actions that finished before another past action.To put your knowledge into practice, try the exercises below.Good luck!Spanish Past Tense PracticeTry the exercises below once you know how to conjugate each tense.Simple pastTrabajar:Yo esta maana.Jugar:Los nios en el parque la semana
pasada.Dormir:Ella toda la noche sin problemas.Enviar:Te una carta el mes pasadolLeer:Anoche el 1timo captulo del libro que me recomendaste.Imperfect PastPensar:(Yo) en ti todos los das.Comer:Cuando (1) era joven mucha comida chatarra.Nadar:Mis hermanos y yo en el
lago en vacaciones.Ver:(T) las caricaturas todas todas las tardes.Tener:En vacaciones (Yo) mucho tiempo libre.Past Progressive(seeherefor a full explanation of past progressive)Cocinar:(T) para ella.Pintar:Ellos la casa de su abuela.Arreglar:(Yo) el carro de
mi hermano.Caminar:Nosotros en el parque cuando el perro escapHacerQu (Ustedes) ?Present Perfect(seeherefor a full explanation of present perfect Spanish)Regalar:(Yo) te un viaje a Pars.Terminar:(Nosotros) todas nuestras tareas.Limpiar:(Ella)

toda la casa.Pagar:Finalmente (T) la hipoteca.Estar:(Ellas) esperando por ti toda la noche.Past PerfectSer:(1) un buen profesor antes de jubilarse.Soar:Ella con eso toda la vida.Extraar:(Ustedes) a sus familias durante el
viaje.Pensar:Nosotros algo completamente diferente.Perfeccionar:(Ellos) la tcnica antes de las competencias.AnswersSimple pastYo trabaj esta maana.Los nios jugaron en el parque la semana pasada.Ella durmi toda la noche sin problemas.Te envi una carta el mes pasado.Anoche le el ltimo captulo del

libro que me recomendaste .Imperfect PastPensaba en ti todos los das.Cuando era joven, coma mucha comida chatarra.Mis hermanos y yo nadbamos en el lago en vacaciones.Veas las caricaturas todas las tardes.En vacaciones tena mucho tiempo libre.Past ProgressiveEstabas cocinando para ella.Ellos estaban pintando la casa de su abuela.Estaba
arreglando el carro de mi hermano.Nosotros estbamos caminando en el parque cuando el perro escap.Qu estaban haciendo?Present perfectTe he regalado un viaje a Pars.Hemos terminado todas nuestras tareas.Ha limpiado toda la casa.Finalmente has pagado la hipoteca.Han estado esperando por ti toda la noche.Past PerfectHaba sido un buen
profesor antes de jubilarse.Ella haba soado con eso toda la vida.Haban extraado a sus familias durante el viaje.Nosotros habamos pensado en algo completamente diferente.Haban perfeccionado la tcnica antes de las competencias. Like in any other language, the past in Spanish is crucial for daily communication. Using the past form is crucial to talk
about what happened a few minutes ago or share a memory. But there are different conjugation patterns you can use. As a result, in this past tense Spanish guide, youll learn: To become conversationally fluent, you cannot overlook any of the Spanish past tenses. To make things easier, Ive included real-life examples and additional resources to help
you master this topic. Endings for Past Tenses in Spanish In Spanish, there are four past tenses: Past preteritelmperfect tensePast perfectPast progressive The Spanish past perfect tense is formed with an auxiliary verb and a past participle. In other words, the formula for this tense is haber in imperfect form + past participle. The past participle in
Spanish is formed with the endings -ado (AR verbs) and -ido (ER and IR verbs). Here is a conjugation chart: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoHaba habladoHaba bebidoTHabas habladoHabas bebidol / EllaUstedHaba habladoHaba bebidoNosotrosHabamos habladoHabamos bebidoVosotrosHabais habladoHabais bebidoEllos / EllasUstedesHaban
habladoHaban bebido On the other hand, the past endings for the preterite and the imperfect tense are: -AR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--abaT-aste-abasl / EllaUsted--abaNosotros-amos-bamosVosotros-asteis-abaisEllos / EllasUstedes-aron-aban ER and IR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--aT-iste-asl / EllaUsted-i-aNosotros-imos-amosVosotros-
isteis-aisEllos / EllasUstedes-ieron-an Finally, the past progressive is formed using the past forms of estar and a present participle (-ando, -endo). For instance: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoTEstabas limpiandoEstabas viviendol / EllaUstedEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoNosotrosEstbamos limpiandoEstbamos
viviendoVosotrosEstabais limpiandoEstabais viviendoEllos / EllasUstedesEstaban limpiandoEstaban viviendo Although they all refer to the past in Spanish, each of these tenses is used in specific situations. In the sections below, youll learn more about these differences. Take Note: Even though it refers to an action that started in the past, the present
perfect is often not considered a past tense because it also refers to or has relevance in the present. When to Use Different Spanish Past Tenses As their name suggests, Spanish past tenses convey that an action occurred in the past. However, they differ in how they convey the message and what they focus on. Below is a more detailed explanation of
when and how to use each tense: Past imperfect When it comes to past tenses in Spanish, the imperfect is used to provide background information. In simple terms, to describe past circumstances or how something used to be. Some time markers that work with tense are: Cuando: WhenNunca: NeverSiempre: AlwaysTodos los das: Every day Here are
some sentences: Yo siempre me despertaba temprano.l always woke up early. Nuestra escuela era muy bonita.Our school was very pretty. La tienda estaba cerrada.The store was closed. Take Note: In English, the imperfect tense can be translated as used to or was. However, this tense is only used when referring to past habits or descriptions.
Preterite tense In Spanish, the preterite tense is the equivalent of the simple past. As a result, we use it to refer to finished actions or events that took place at a specific moment in the past. For example: No dorm bien.I didnt sleep well. Los vecinos fueron a la playa.The neighbors went to the beach. Por qu le dijiste eso?Why did you say that to her?
Because it refers to specific moments, the time markers for the preterite tense are words such as ayer, la semana pasada, hace dos aos, etc. Take Note: The preterite and imperfect are usually confused with each other because they share the same translation. However, these are complementary tenses. Spanish past perfect Use the past perfect when
explaining that a past action happened before something else. This tense can also be used to talk about first-time experiences: Sally nunca haba ido a la playa.Sally had never gone to the beach before. Mis hermanos ya haban terminado de comer.My brothers had already finished eating. Spanish past progressive In Spanish, we use the past
progressive (also called the past continuous) to express that an action was in progress at some moment (the event went on for a while). This tense can be used to provide additional background information or to communicate that a past was interrupted by another one: Ayer estuvo lloviendo todo el da.Yesterday it was raining all day. Cuando me fui,
Larry estaba limpiando la cocina.When I left, Larry was cleaning the kitchen. Take Note: Like the imperfect, the past continuous can also provide background information about the past. However, the imperfect focuses on events that happened for an extended period of time, whereas the past progressive refers to actions in progress. Key Points These
four past tenses are equally important to form coherent sentences. In other words, you need to understand how and when to use them. Here is a table where you can compare side by side the past tenses in Spanish: TenseUsesExamplesPreterite Completed actions in the past. Activities that occurred at a specific time in the past.Ayer habl con
ella.Yesterday I talked to her.Imperfect Describes how things or people were. Talks about past habits or recurrent actions. Tells time and age.La casa era grande.The house was big.Past Perfect Expresses that a past action took place before something else.Ya la haba visto.I had seen it already.Past Progressive Refers to actions that were interrupted
by another past event. Describes past actions that were in progress.No estaba viendo la tele.I wasnt watching TV. Next Steps: Past Tense Spanish Additional Resources Here are some resources you can check to improve your command of the Spanish past tenses: Guide to imperfect vs preterite: These tenses are commonly confused among Spanish
learners because they often share the same translation. In this guide, youll learn the different contexts where you need to use them.How & When to Use the Preterite: This guide is meant to help you understand the most common uses of the preterite in Spanish. Youll also learn how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs and trigger words, among
other things.Guide to the Past Perfect in Spanish: As a compound tense, the past perfect is formed with two elements. Click here to learn the uses and conjugations of this tense.Guide to the Spanish Imperfect Tense: In this guide, youll find the most common scenarios where you must use the past imperfect. Additionally, well go over time markers and
conjugations. These conjugation patterns are only meant to help you communicate in the past. Other Spanish tenses that will help you place an action at different moments in time. Download the Spanish Past Tenses PDF Spanish grammar topics like tenses and conjugations can seem overwhelming to new learners. However, talking about the past in
Spanish is a must and learning these tenses is key to your conversational fluency. Ive created a free PDF you can download with all the graphics and key points from this guide so you can review the tenses as you learn Spanish. There are 9 past tenses in Spanish. How on earth, do you know where to start? Which past tenses are important and which
you put on the side for now? Let us set apart the past tenses, so you know which past tenses you actually need to know and which to leave for what it is right now.Indicative preteritelndicative present perfectindicative Imperfectindicative past perfectIndicative anterior preterite.Subjunctive past perfectSubjunctive present perfectThe past tenses
every Spanish learner needs to know:The past tense beginners need to know: Preterite/Simple pastThe past tense intermediate students need to know: Indicative Present perfect and Indicative Imperfect.These 3 tenses form the basics of the past conjugations and also make up most past conjugations used in daily life: Indicative Preterite/Simple past,
Present perfect and Imperfect.If you dont know them already we highly recommend you to learn them when you have the opportunity.If there are 3 essential past tenses to learn it also means there are 6 past tenses that are not essential to learn. Only an advanced learner would want to learn the remaining tenses:The past tense advanced students
need to know: Indicative Past Perfect, Anterior preterite. And in the subjunctive mood: Past Perfect, Present perfect.Only start studying these tenses when you have mastered the essential 3. And please also know there is a possibility you will develop this automatically when you have passed this phase. This is because sometimes when you immerse
yourself in a language you will eventually start copying what you are hearing or reading. If this is the case for you, you will find that these tenses are usually automatically picked up along the way.The most used form of the past tense would be the Preterite or Simple Past. It is the simple the equivalent of the English simple past tense: learned,
wanted, walked, spoke, ran, cooked etc. It describes an action or event that has happened in the past.Here is how to conjugate that tense:Preteritesimple pastyostem + /tstem + aste/stelstem + /inosotrosstem + amos/imosvosotrosstem + asteis/isteisellosstem + aron/ieronSometimes it is not the simple past that you start to learn, it could also be that
this is the first past tense thought in Spanish. Purely because it can be thought within minutes and it is a kind of past tense that, if not used in the correct way, the receiver will still know what was meant. This makes it a very useful kind of past tense that can get you a long way if your ability to speak the past tense if still somewhat limited.The present
perfect is the equivalent in English to: have spoken, have walked, have bought, have rented.In Spanish it usually talks about the recent past, which is why it is often used in a sentence in combination with: esta maana, esta semana, este ao. Here is how the present perfect is formed in Spanish:Present perfecthave + participleyohe + participlethas +
participlelha + participlenosotroshemos + participlevosotroshabis + participleelloshan + participleSome might argue that the imperfect tense is the most used past tense in Spanish. It is hard to define the past tense that is most used because it depends on so many factors. Whether or not this is the most used past tense or not, it is essential that you
know it if you want to become a Spanish speaker.The imperfect tense is a great past tense to use for when you are speaking about experiences and actions in the past that are part of a story. For example. If you were to say I lived in Chicago.Viv en Chicago. Use the simple past, because this is a statement. A simple brief announcement.Viva en Chicago
cuando estudiaba en la universidad. Use the imperfect tense because you are saying you did something as part of a story.Imperfectwas + gerundyostem + aba/atstem + abas/aslstem + aba/anosotrosstem + bamos/amosvosotrosstem + abais/iaisellosstem + aban/anI hope you found this article useful and take something from it. Keep learning! And
please let it known if you have any comments, add ons and requests for future topics.Interested in knowing more about Spanish conjugation patterns? Have a look at these:The preterite tense: How to talk about the past in Spanish.Sometimes we want to talk about things that have already happened and for that you need the preterite, which is a past
tense.For verbs ending in -ar, like hablar (to speak) you usually take away the -ar and add one of the following endings:habl - I spokehabl aste -you spokehabl - he/she spokeHabl con mi amigo por telfono - I spoke to my friend on the phone.Another example of this pattern is visitar (to visit).Visitaste Madrid con tu familia? - Did you visit Madrid
with your family?Visit la catedral - he/she visited the cathedral.What about verbs ending in -er and -ir?The good news is they share the same pattern.Lets take the verb salir (to go out).I went out with my friends - Sal _ con mis amigas.Did you go out to the cinema? - Sal iste al cine?He/She went out for dinner - Sali  a cenarOne thing to be extra
careful with is the verb to go, ir, as its irregular.l went to the supermarket - Fui al supermercado.Did you go to school? - Fuiste al colegio?He/She went to the doctor - Fue al mdico.And thats the preterite tense. Uses of the Preterite Tense in SpanishUsed to express an action that was completed in the past. Example: He arrived yesterday. ellos / Uds.
[STEM] + aron ellos / Uds.[STEM] + ieron Spanish verb tenses seem to be a real labyrinth when it comes to how to learn Spanish but when you look close you may see that they are not that difficult to navigate. In this article, you will learn the different names (both Spanish and English) for the past tenses of the Spanish Indicative Mood, how to
conjugate them respectively, and when to best use every single one. Lets start by reviewing the three moods that inform the Spanish verb tenses. Think of them as the speakers point of view used commonly to express: Indicative (Indicativo): statements of facts. Subjunctive (Subjuntivo): subjective information such as hypothesis, wishes, suggestions
or assumptions. Imperative (Imperativo): commands, suggestions or prohibitions. Preterite or Pretrito is the Spanish tense that places the action expressed by the verb before the moment of speech, aka the past. You will find that there are diverse approaches for Spanish past verb tenses, depending on the territory, the source, and the translator. To
avoid any confusions we will be using the Spanish designations of the verbal conjugation model provided by the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language (Real Academia de la Lengua Espaola, abbreviated RAE), which stands as a formal institute for Castilians studies. These are the simple and compound Spanish names for the Indicative Mood verb
tenses according to the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language: Modo Indicativo (Indicative Mood): Simple (simple): Presente Pretrito Imperfecto/Copretrito Pretrito Perfecto Simple/Pretrito Indefinido Futuro Simple/Futuro Condicional Simple/Pospretrito Compuesto (compound): Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto/Antepresente Pretrito
Pluscuamperfecto/Antecopretrito Pretrito Anterior/Antepretrito Futuro compuesto/Antefuturo Condicional compuesto/Antepospretrito As you can see, some tenses have more than one name and those highlighted in red are the ones used to talk about something in the past. Look at the table below, it shows the conjugation with the verb comer (to eat)
using the first person singular pronoun yo (I). INDICATIVO SIMPLE Presente Pretrito Imperfecto/ Copretrito Pretrito Perfecto Simple/Pretrito Futuro Simple/Futuro Condicional Simple/Pospretrito Como Coma Com Comer Comera INDICATIVO COMPUESTO Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto/Antepresente Pretrito Pluscuamperfecto/Antecopretrito Pretrito
Anterior/Antepretrito Futuro Compuesto/Antefuturo Condicional Compuesto/Antepospretrito He comido Haba comido Hube comido Habr comido Habra comido What can you perceive? There are two important things that we can point out: First, notice that the word Pretrito appears in all the tenses highlighted in red. Simply because it is a synonym
for pasado (past). Second, see how all the conjugations in the second section called Indicativo Compuesto are formed with two verbs. The helping verb haber, which is equivalent to the verb to have, and the past participle of the verb comer, which is comido. This is because this category is similar to the Perfect tenses in English. Compuesto means
combined or composed of two verbs! Spot that in all cases the second verb (the participle) remains the same; it is the verb haber which changes. In short, the Preterite is the Spanish past form and it has five possible verb tenses: Pretrito Imperfecto/Copretrito Pretrito Perfecto Simple/Pretrito Indefinido Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto/Antepresente
Pretrito Pluscuamperfecto/Antecopretrito Pretrito Anterior/Antepretrito Practice using Spanish Preterite with these flashcards. In keeping with the above nomenclature, we will be referring to the tenses in English and Spanish throughout this article, using the first name from the Royal Academy of the Spanish Language as a tag. But, before we move
on, lets identify the English names for the Spanish past tenses from the Indicative Mood. SPANISH ENGLISH Pretrito Imperfecto Spanish Imperfect Preterite or Spanish Imperfect Past Pretrito Perfecto Simple Spanish Preterite or Spanish Simple Past Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto Spanish Preterite Perfect or Spanish Past Perfect Pretrito
Pluscuamperfecto Spanish Pluperfect Pretrito Anterior Spanish Past Anterior Now that we have the clear basis on the naming business lets move on to the juicy bits! This tense expresses actions that took place in the past and they have already finished and/or are not necessarily related to the present. Example: Ayer cen con mi novio. > Yesterday I
dined with my boyfriend. Viv en Barcelona el verano pasado. -> I lived in Barcelona last Summer. How to conjugate verbs in the Spanish Simple Past? In the table below, you can appreciate the Spanish simple preterite endings for regular verbs. REGULAR VERBS IRREGULAR VERBS -AR -ER -IR -ER -IR PERSON CANTAR (sing) BEBER (drink) ABRIR
(open) TENER (have) DECIR (say) Singular Yo cant- beb- abr- tuv-e dij-e T cant-aste beb-iste abr-iste tuv-iste dij-iste I/Ella Usted cant- beb-i abr-i tuv-o dij-o Plural Nosotros cant-amos beb-imos abr-imos tuv-imos dij-imos Vosotros cant-asteis beb-isteis abr-isteis tuv-isteis dij-eis Ustedes cant-aron beb-ieron abr-ieron tuv-ieron dij-eron The groups of
verbs that end in er and ir are conjugated in exactly the same, but the ones in ar are very similar too. Even when you look at the irregular verbs you will spot some kind of a pattern, but it may be best to take the time to memorize each irregular verb with time. It is used to describe situations in the past which are seen as completed. This means that
the action expressed by the verb had a definite beginning and ending and has been left behind, although this fact is not always openly stated. Example: Carlos habl con su hermano por telfono. -> Carlos spoke with his brother on the phone. Now, on the next example, you can see that the action (speaking to his brother) took place during a specific
period of time and it was part of a chain of events but is not taking place anymore. Example: Carlos sali temprano, acudi a la cita y habl con su hermano durante dos horas ayer por la noche, pero no logr resolver el problema. -> Carlos left early, arrived to the appointment, and spoke with his brother for two hours yesterday night, but he didnt manage
to solve the problem. This tense is used in phrases that denote a period of time such as: El otro da -> The other day La semana pasada -> Last week Desde el primer momento -> From the first time Simple! Right? Perfecto means that the act already finished or perfected. On the contrary, Imperfecto means that the end is not explicit; it may be that it
still continues or maybe not! Uses of the Spanish Imperfect Past: This tense describes: Actions that regularly took place in the past. Actions that simultaneously took place in the past. Ongoing past actions which are not seen as completed. Ongoing past actions that were interrupted by other actions. In some instances, it may be used to talk about
planned events that were supposed to happen in the future but havent passed yet. Example: A qu hora sale el avin? At what time does the plane leave? Sala a las 6:00 am pero lo cancelaron. It was leaving at 6:00 am but it was cancelled. To find out more about this particularity check the Nueva Gramtica de la Lengua Espaola from the Royal Academy
of the Spanish Language. Anyhow, the Spanish Imperfect Past tense serves best to highlight the frequency of a past action. In which case, this tense is usually translated in English as used to. Look at how the second option of the example below denotes a deed that was often done in the past. Example: Manuel venda sus pinturas para costearse la
Universidad. Option 1: Manuel sold his paintings to afford the University. Option 2: Manuel used to sell his paintings to afford the University. Option 3: Manuel was selling his paintings to afford the University. The intention of the speaker is to emphasize the fact that the man sold his paintings many times in order to pay for his universitys fees, not
only once in his lifetime, and that maybe he still does. Look at the following example that talks about past habits: Cuando era pequeo, coma caramelos. Which option is correct? Option 1: When I was little, I ate candies. Option 2: When I was little, I used to eat candies. Option 3: When I was little, I was eating candies. The correct answer is option 2!
The Spanish Imperfect Past can also be used to talk about events that happened in the past but still relate to the present in a positive or negative manner: Example: Cuando era pequeo, coma caramelos pero ya no me gustan, me parecen muy dulces. -> When I was little, I used to eat candies but I dont like them anymore, I find them too sweet. Cuando
era pequeo, coma muchos caramelos y por eso tengo caries en tres molares. -> When I was little, I used to eat sweets and thats why I have cavities in three molars. (In this example eating sweets is the cause of decayed teeth.) Practice Spanish Imperfect with these flashcards. The regular verbs ending in ar, er, and ir change as follows. The endings of
the Spanish Simple Past tense are included in the first table so you can compare them. CANTAR (SING) AR PERSON IMPERFECT PAST SIMPLE PAST Yo Cantaba Aba Cant T Cantabas Abas Cantaste Aste 1/Ella/Usted Cantaba Aba Cant Nosotros Cantbamos bamos Cantamos Amos Vosotros Cantabais Abais Cantasteis Asteis Ustedes Cantaban Aban
Cantaron Aron VOLVER (RETURN) ER PERSON IMPERFECT PAST Yo Volva a T Volvas as 1/Ella/Usted Volva a Nosotros Volvamos amos Vosotros Volvais ais Ustedes Volvan an COMPARTIR (SHARE) IR PERSON IMPERFECT PAST Yo Comparta a T Compartas as l/Ella/Usted Comparta a Nosotros Compartamos amos Vosotros Compartais ais Ustedes
Compartan an Note that the first person singular (yo) and third-person singular (l/ ella/usted) forms are the same for all regular verbs, thus in some instances, you may want to use the pronoun to avoid ambiguity. There are only three irregular verbs in this tense, ver, ir, and ser, and you can look for the full conjugation here. The Past Progressive or
Past Continuous of the English language has no real equivalent in Spanish but it is known as Imperfecto Progresivo or Imperfecto Continuo. It is a type of verbal periphrasis, a compound expression that consists of one verb followed by another in its gerund form, which has a progressive aspect. Here you can see the conjugation of the verb comer (to
eat) in all the Spanish past tenses, including the past continuous form. SPANISH ENGLISH COMER TO EAT Pretrito Perfecto Simple Spanish Simple Past Com I ate Pretrito Imperfecto Spanish Imperfect Past Coma I used to eat Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto Spanish Past Perfect He comido I have eaten Pretrito Pluscuamperfecto Spanish Pluperfect
Haba comido I had eaten Pretrito Anterior Spanish Past Anterior Hube comido I had eaten (or having eaten) Imperfecto Progresivo Spanish Imperfect Progressive Estaba comiendo I was eating The Spanish Imperfect Progressive is formed by the combination of the imperfect tense of the auxiliary verb estar (one of the Spanish verbs that mean to be)
plus another verb in its gerund form. IMPERFECT PROGRESSIVE = PRONOUN + IMPERFECT OF ESTAR + GERUND Example with pronouns: Yo + estaba + comiendo T + estabas + comiendo Usted + estaba + comiendo Ella + estaba + comiendo 1 + estaba + comiendo Nosotros + estbamos + comiendo Ustedes + estaban + comiendo Vosotros +
estaban + comiendo In Spanish the verb conjugation of the auxiliary verb estar describes the subject who is actually performing the verb, so it is quite common to drop the pronoun. Example: I was reading -> Yo estaba leyendo -> Estaba leyendo. We were talking -> Nosotros estbamos hablando -> Estbamos hablando. She was dancing -> Ella estaba
bailando -> Estaba bailando. Revise the conjugation for the irregular verb estar with the table below: SIMPLE INDICATIVE ESTAR (TO BE) PRONOUN PRESENT IMPERFECT SIMPLE PAST FUTURE CONDITIONAL Yo Estoy Estaba Estuve Estar Estara T Ests Estabas Estuviste Estars Estaras Usted Est Estaba Estuvo Estar Estara | Est Estaba Estuvo
Estar Estara Ella Est Estaba Estuvo Estar Estara Nosotros Estamos Estbamos Estuvimos Estaremos Estaramos Ustedes Estn Estaban Estuvieron Estarn Estaran Vosotros Estis Estabais Estuvisteis Estaris Estarais To learn more about the differences between estar and ser see this article. Lets recap on the gerund (gerundio), which is an impersonal
verb form and expresses a previous, immediate or simultaneous action. The gerund also works as an adverb as in the expression sal corriendo, which means I left in a hurry or I rushed to x place. It can be shaped by adding the suffixes ando, iendo, yendo, and endo to the root. Therefore, all gerunds end in ndo. GERUND = ROOT + SUFFIX NDO
Example: Estudiar (study) -> estudiando (studying) Vivir (live) -> viviendo (living) Envejecer (age) -> envejeciendo (aging) We can discern two groups for regular verbs, one ending in ar that changes to ando, and another that ends in er or ir and changes to iendo. AR -> ANDO IR -> IENDO ER -> IENDO In the following chart you can appreciate
various examples of some common verbs. Volver, ver and escribir are irregular verbs. -AR -ANDO -ER -IENDO -IR -IENDO Amar Amando Correr Corriendo Escribir Escribiendo Zarpar Zarpando Esclarecer Esclareciendo Lucir Luciendo Atacar Atacando Volver Volviendo Venir Viniendo Visitar Visitando Morder Mordiendo Salir Saliendo Destrozar
Destrozando Ver Viendo Sentir Sintiendo In some cases, when the sound i is found between two vowels it changes to y. Thus, instead of iendo it is yendo. This is a small bunch of verbs where this rule applies: Leer (to read) -> leyendo (reading) Or (to hear) -> oyendo (hearing) Ir (to go) -> yendo (going) Traer (to bring) -> trayendo (bringing) This
tense is used to describe ongoing actions that were taking place at some point in the past: before something else, at the same time or immediately after that. Example: Two actions happening at the same time: Yo estaba poniendo la mesa mientras t estabas hablabando por telfono. -> I was setting the table while you were speaking on the phone. (The
Imperfect Past would be pona la mesa mientras hablabas por telfono.) Me estabas lastimando jalndome el cabello! -> You were hurting me pulling my hair off! An action that was interrupted: Estbamos estudiando cuando comenz a temblar y tuvimos que salir del saln de clases cuando son la alarma. -> We were studying when the earthquake started
and we had to leave the classroom when the alarm sounded. Estaban trabajando en el edificio cuando comenz el incendio? > Were you working in the building when the fire started? Lets review the three Spanish Past forms that we have covered so far: I ate = Com (Simple Past) I used to eat = Coma or sola comer (Imperfect Past) I was eating =
Estaba comiendo (Imperfect Progressive) In spoken Spanish, the use of Imperfect Progressive is more common; whereas the Imperfect Past appears more often in written forms and formal Spanish. In any case, when it comes for you to pick the right tense is more about thinking of providing context for the other person so they can understand what
you really mean to say. Example: Juan was looking for his umbrella because it was raining cats and dogs. This simple sentence could be translated to Spanish into four options: Juan buscaba su paraguas porque llova a cntaros. Juan estaba buscando su paraguas porque estaba lloviendo a cntaros. Juan buscaba su paraguas porque estaba lloviendo a
cntaros. Juan estaba buscando su paraguas porque llova a cntaros. With estaba lloviendo one could infer that it had been raining but it probably stopped; whereas llova implies more the fact that it was raining and maybe it still does. This takes us to the next past tense: Spanish Past Perfect! Spanish has two past perfect verb tenses (I had): the
Spanish Pluperfect and the Spanish Past Anterior. Spanish Past Perfect is a compound tense that generally translates to English as a Present Perfect Simple (I have) so it may be a bit confusing. The important thing is to remember that in the Spanish Past Perfect tense there is a connection between the past and the present. Recollect the example with
the verb to eat? Pretrito Perfecto Compuesto Spanish Past Perfect He comido I have eaten Pretrito Pluscuamperfecto Spanish Pluperfect Haba comido I had eaten Pretrito Anterior Spanish Past Anterior Hube comido I had eaten/having eaten The Spanish Past Perfect is formed by the combination of two verbs: the present tense of the auxiliary verb
haber (to have) followed by the main verb in its past participle form. SPANISH PAST PERFECT = PRESENT OF HABER + PAST PARTICIPLE Example: Sofa ha llegado a casa. -> Sofa has arrived home. The auxiliary verb, in this case, is has and the main verb is arrive. Haber is conjugated as follows: VERB HABER (TO HAVE) PERSON PERSONAL
PRONOUNS PRESENT SIMPLE PAST PAST IMPERFECT First Yo He hube Haba Second t / vos Has hubiste Habas Usted ha(impersonal:hay) hubo Haba Third 1, ella Ha hubo Haba First nosotros, nosotras Hemos hubimos Habamos Second vosotros, vosotras Habis hubisteis Habais Ustedes Han hubieron Haban Third ellos, ellas Han hubieron Haban
Then, you may need to memorize the past participle of each verb; the good news is that it doesnt change from one person to another. Example: The participle of amar (to love) is amado. Yo + he + amado T + has + amado Usted + ha + amado Ella + ha + amado 1 + ha + amado Nosotros + hemos + amado Ustedes + han + amado Vosotros + habis +
amado In the Spanish Past Perfect the verb conjugation of the auxiliary verb haber describes the subject who is actually performing the action of the second verb, so it is quite common to eliminate the pronoun. However, include it when you feel providing clarification is necessary. Example: (Yo) He comido huevos en el desayuno. -> I have eaten eggs
at breakfast. (Ella)Ha escrito una carta de amor. > She has written a love letter. (Juan y Mara) Han ido juntos al colegio. > They have gone to school together. As you have seen so far, regular verbs can be grouped in three types of endings (-ar, er, ir), which endings change accordingly. AR -> ADO IR -> IDO ER -> IDO Example: Asar -> asado (grill)
Caminar -> caminado (walk) Rezar -> rezado (pray) Morder -> mordido (bite) Correr -> corrido (run) Oler -> olido (smell) Dormir -> dormido (sleep) Rer -> redo (laugh) Zurcir -> zurcido (mend) Some common irregular verbs: Estar -> estado (be) Hacer -> hecho (do) Ser -> sido (be) Romper -> roto (break) Volver -> vuelto (come back) Ver -> visto
(see) Decir -> dicho (say) Escribir -> escrito (write) Morir -> muerto (die) To indicate an action that recently happened, thus understood as something that took place in the immediate past but that is totally finished or closed. Example: Too y Ana han tomado el tren para llegar a tiempo. -> Too and Ana have taken the train to arrive on time. This
means that Too and Ana (who have just arrived) got to the place promptly because they caught a train ride. To indicate something present that is a result from the immediate past or to describe past events that prolonged their influence to the present moment of speech. Example: Me duele el estmago, he comido demasiado. -> My stomach hurts, I
have eaten too much. Este verano los nios han disfrutado de la playa y el buen tiempo. -> This Summer, the kids have enjoyed the beach and the good weather. There are other occasions where you may use this tense to refer to abstract or concrete events, even when they seem opposite as in the examples below. Example: Has probado el bacalao de
Maruja? -> Have you tried Marujas cod? The speaker uses this expression because he wants to know if the person has ever tried the fish dish prepared by the lady called Maruja, probably because it is really good. It is not referring to a specific time or place. The phrase conveys a nuance of the Spanish language. Has tomado tus medicinas? -> Have
you taken your medicines? The speaker wants to know whether the other person has recently taken the pills or not. He is not asking if the individual has taken medicines at some point in his life. In this case, it refers more to a concrete event in a recent period of time rather than something general as the previous example. Finally, since Castilian
language is rich and dynamic, it is possible to talk about one past event using more than one verb tense in the same sentence. Example: Esta maana fui al supermercado porque estaban las ofertas pero he gastado mucho ms dinero de lo que tena planeado y ahora no podr pagar las vacaciones. -> This morning I went to the supermarket because the
sales were on, but I have spent more than I had planned to, and now I wont be able to pay for the holidays. The verbs in this tense express precedence of a past action in relation to another that has also happened; like a reiterative past or past of the past. In the Spanish Pluperfect the auxiliary verb haber is used in the past imperfect form followed by
a past participle. SPANISH PLUPERFECT = PAST IMPERFECT OF HABER + PAST PARTICIPLE Example: The participle of amar (to love) is amado. Yo + haba + amado T + habas + amado Usted + haba + amado Ella + haba + amado 1 + haba + amado Nosotros + habamos + amado Ustedes + habamos + amado Vosotros + habais + amado You can
double check the conjugation for haber in the Spanish Past Imperfect tense in the table previously shown. Consequently, the main use of the Spanish Pluperfect as a compound tense is to convey past actions that are more past than others, kind of equivalent to the English Past Perfect. Example: Llegu al banco corriendo y ya haban cerrado la puerta. -
> [ rushed to the bank and they had already closed the door. In this sentence the reader can infer a disappointment of the subject because the bank closed before the person arrived, even though he/she hurried to get there. Abr la nevera y me di cuenta que se haba ido la luz, casi me desmayo del terrible olor que sali de ah. -> I opened the fridge and I
realized that the electricity had been cut off, I almost faint from the terrible smell that came out of there. In this sentence we can infer that the subject is surprised because he/she realizes that some food is rotten as a consequence of the fridge not working properly because the electricity was cut off before he/she opened the door. A few more
examples: Nosotros habamos planeado la fiesta sorpresa desde hace meses. We had planned the suprise party months in advance. Por qu no les habas dicho la verdad hasta hoy? -> Why havent you told them the truth until today? Nunca me haba enamorado perdidamente como estoy enamorado de ti! -> I had never fallen madly in love the way I am in
love with you! Ellos haban pasado frente a su casa muchas veces antes de volver a verle. -> They had passed in front of his/her house many times before they saw him/her again. Haba sido muy difcil reconocer que su hermano era el culpable. -> It had been very difficult to recognize that his brother was the guilty one. El dentista haba dicho que no
comieras hasta la cena. -> The dentist had said you shouldnt eat until dinner. Los novios haban dado el enganche para comprar la casa de sus sueos. -> The bride and the groom had given the down payment to buy the house of their dreams. Practice Spanish Pluperfect with these flashcards. As it was mentioned before, the Spanish Past Anterior
sometimes translates as the English Past Perfect tense (I had eaten), but it can also be used in situations where you mean to say once it had been done (having eaten). Example: Una vez que hube llamado a la ambulancia cubr el cuerpo con una manta. -> Having called the ambulance OR Once I had called the ambulance I covered the body with a
blanket. The Spanish Past Anterior is formed by the combination of two verbs: the Simple Past tense of the auxiliary verb haber (to have) followed by the main verb in its past participle form. Example: The participle of amar (to love) is amado. Yo + hube + amado T + hubiste + amado Usted + hubo + amado Ella + hubo + amado 1 + hubo + amado
Nosotros + hubimos + amado Ustedes + hubieron + amado Vosotros + hubisteis + amado This tense is not often used anymore; it generally appears in formal Spanish and old Castilian literature. For example: Carmen hubo llegado a casa desde las tres de la tarde pero su madre haba muerto desde el medioda. -> Carmen had arrived home since three
oclock but here mother had died since noon. In this sentence we know that Carmen arrived at 3:00 p.m. but her mother passed away before that time (beforehand she got home). Therefore, it could be said Carmen lleg a su casa using the Spanish Simple Past for llegar (lleg) instead of the Spanish Past Anterior (hubo llegado). Practice Spanish Past
Anterior with these flashcards. Hurray!!! You made it to the end of the article. In summary, the Preterite is the Spanish past form and it has five verb tense conjugations, in addition to the past progressive, which results from verbal periphrases. Pretrito Perfecto Simple Spanish Simple Past Pretrito Imperfecto Spanish Imperfect Past Pretrito Perfecto
Compuesto Spanish Past Perfect Pretrito Pluscuamperfecto Spanish Pluperfect Pretrito Anterior Spanish Past Anterior * Plus Spanish Imperfect Progressive The first two are simple tenses and the remaining three are compound tenses, using haber as an auxiliary verb followed by a past participle. The Imperfect Progressive uses the auxiliary verb
estar followed by a gerund. Spanish Past tenses are diverse and serve for many purposes. When you use them remember to think about the context of the action you are expressing. Look at the final example that describes a love story of a couple that breaks their engagement. Check how the use of some tenses may alter the anecdote. Rompimos
nuestro compromiso. -> We broke up our engagement. (Its certainly done and it sounds like the couple broke up long time ago. Something like a distant memory, maybe?) Rompamos nuestro compromiso. Estbamos rompiendo nuestro compromiso. -> We were breaking up our engagement. (Has it been broken or not? Suspense! There is a slight
chance that the act was interrupted and the couple maybe remains together. What happened next? It feels like there is something else about to unfold and complete the story.) Hemos roto nuestro compromiso. > We have broken up our engagement. (It sounds like it has recently happened and the speaker may be upset or emotionally affected in the
present by that particular past event.) Habamos roto nuestro compromiso. -> We had broken up our engagement. (It sounds that the couple ended their relationship but maybe one of them, or even both, changed their mind and the situation changed. Are they back together? Or still apart? Again, it is unclear what really happened because of the
continuous character of the imperfect tense.) Hubimos roto nuestro compromiso. -> Having broken our engagement. OR Once we had broken our engagement. (It sounds like the break up is definite but something else happened after they ended their relationship.) Either you feel totally overwhelmed by Spanish Past Tense and its forms or actually
keen and ready to tackle more about this subject. Get the ball rolling and sign up for our FREE Spanish Survival Crash Course. Every day for six days, well send learning guides and audio courses to your inbox, totally FREE! And, heres a free PDF eBook on Spanish basics for Latin America: Spanish for Latin America Download Learning Spanish past
tenses can feel overwhelming, especially with multiple forms to navigate. Unlike English, which mostly relies on just one or two past tenses, Spanish offers a richer tapestry to express past events. But dont worrywith the right approach, you can master them efficiently.Heres a step-by-step guide to understanding and using the past tenses in Spanish,
complete with practical tips and strategies. The Basics of Spanish Past TensesSpanish primarily uses three key past tenses in everyday communication:Preterite (pretrito)Used for completed actions in the past.Example: Ayer com pizza. (Yesterday, I ate pizza.)Imperfect (imperfecto)Describes ongoing or habitual actions in the past, background details,
or emotions.Example: Cuando era nio, jugaba con mis amigos. (When I was a child, I used to play with my friends.)Past Perfect (pretrito perfecto)Describes actions completed recently or with a connection to the present (in Spain, often in casual speech).Example: Hoy he terminado mi tarea. (Today, I have finished my homework.)Other advanced forms
include the pluperfect (pluscuamperfecto) and past subjunctive tenses, but beginners should focus on the big three first. Step 1: Grasp the RulesBefore diving into practice, ensure you understand how each tense works. Heres how:Study Conjugations in ChunksDivide verbs into regular (-ar, -er, -ir) and irregular categories. Use flashcards or apps like
Anki to drill conjugations.Use Mnemonics for Irregular VerbsFor example, remember irregular preterite stems with phrases like VIN DIESEL HAD A FIT:Venir vin-Decir dij-Hacer hic- Step 2: Focus on Context Over MemorizationThe key to mastering past tenses lies in understanding when to use them.Compare Preterite vs. ImperfectUse side-by-side
examples to see the difference:Com en el restaurante. (I ate at the restaurantcompleted action.)Coma en el restaurante cuando lleg Juan. (I was eating at the restaurant when Juan arrivedbackground action interrupted by another.)Narrate Stories in SpanishPractice telling short stories about your day or a recent trip. Use the preterite for the main
events and the imperfect for descriptions and context. Step 3: Practice, Practice, PracticeYou wont internalize the tenses without consistent practice. Heres how:Listen and MimicListen to podcasts or audiobooks in Spanish. Focus on how native speakers switch between tenses and repeat their sentences aloud.Write Daily Journal EntriesWrite a few
sentences about your day in the past tense. Example:Hoy fui al supermercado y compr frutas.Era un da soleado y estaba muy tranquilo.Interactive ExercisesUse platforms like Duolingo, Babbel, or Conjuguemos for targeted past-tense drills. Step 4: Use Real-Life ScenariosThe best way to reinforce learning is by using past tenses in
conversation.Practice with a Language PartnerFind a Spanish-speaking colleague, friend, or tutor. Describe past weekends, holidays, or memories.Join Online CommunitiesParticipate in Spanish forums or language exchange apps like Tandem or HelloTalk. Focus on past-tense questions like:Qu hiciste el fin de semana pasado? (What did you do last
weekend?)Cmo era tu vida en la universidad? (What was your life like in college?) Step 5: Embrace MistakesLearning Spanish past tenses takes time, and errors are part of the process. Each mistake is an opportunity to learn and refine your understanding.Ask for FeedbackWhen speaking or writing, ask native speakers or teachers to correct your
usage of past tenses.Review Common ErrorsFor example:Mixing up fui (I went) and fue (he/she/it was).Overusing the preterite when the imperfect is needed for descriptions. Final ThoughtsMastering Spanish past tenses is like learning to paint a picture: the preterite provides bold, clear strokes, while the imperfect adds depth and detail. Practice
regularly, immerse yourself in the language, and pay attention to context. With patience and consistency, youll soon be telling captivating stories in Spanish with ease!Buena suerte! Like in any other language, the past in Spanish is crucial for daily communication. Using the past form is crucial to talk about what happened a few minutes ago or share
a memory. But there are different conjugation patterns you can use. As a result, in this past tense Spanish guide, youll learn: To become conversationally fluent, you cannot overlook any of the Spanish past tenses. To make things easier, Ive included real-life examples and additional resources to help you master this topic. Endings for Past Tenses in
Spanish In Spanish, there are four past tenses: Past preteritelmperfect tensePast perfectPast progressive The Spanish past perfect tense is formed with an auxiliary verb and a past participle. In other words, the formula for this tense is haber in imperfect form + past participle. The past participle in Spanish is formed with the endings -ado (AR verbs)
and -ido (ER and IR verbs). Here is a conjugation chart: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoHaba habladoHaba bebidoTHabas habladoHabas bebidol / EllaUstedHaba habladoHaba bebidoNosotrosHabamos habladoHabamos bebidoVosotrosHabais habladoHabais bebidoEllos / EllasUstedesHaban habladoHaban bebido On the other hand, the past endings for
the preterite and the imperfect tense are: -AR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--abaT-aste-abasl / EllaUsted--abaNosotros-amos-bamosVosotros-asteis-abaisEllos / EllasUstedes-aron-aban ER and IR Verbs PersonPreteriteImperfectYo--aT-iste-asl / EllaUsted-i-aNosotros-imos-amosVosotros-isteis-aisEllos / EllasUstedes-ieron-an Finally, the past
progressive is formed using the past forms of estar and a present participle (-ando, -endo). For instance: PersonAR VerbER / IR VerbYoEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoTEstabas limpiandoEstabas viviendol / EllaUstedEstaba limpiandoEstaba viviendoNosotrosEstbamos limpiandoEstbamos viviendoVosotrosEstabais limpiandoEstabais viviendoEllos /
EllasUstedesEstaban limpiandoEstaban viviendo Although they all refer to the past in Spanish, each of these tenses is used in specific situations. In the sections below, youll learn more about these differences. Take Note: Even though it refers to an action that started in the past, the present perfect is often not considered a past tense because it also
refers to or has relevance in the present. When to Use Different Spanish Past Tenses As their name suggests, Spanish past tenses convey that an action occurred in the past. However, they differ in how they convey the message and what they focus on. Below is a more detailed explanation of when and how to use each tense: Past imperfect When it
comes to past tenses in Spanish, the imperfect is used to provide background information. In simple terms, to describe past circumstances or how something used to be. Some time markers that work with tense are: Cuando: WhenNunca: NeverSiempre: AlwaysTodos los das: Every day Here are some sentences: Yo siempre me despertaba temprano.I
always woke up early. Nuestra escuela era muy bonita.Our school was very pretty. La tienda estaba cerrada.The store was closed. Take Note: In English, the imperfect tense can be translated as used to or was. However, this tense is only used when referring to past habits or descriptions. Preterite tense In Spanish, the preterite tense is the equivalent
of the simple past. As a result, we use it to refer to finished actions or events that took place at a specific moment in the past. For example: No dorm bien.I didnt sleep well. Los vecinos fueron a la playa.The neighbors went to the beach. Por qu le dijiste eso?Why did you say that to her? Because it refers to specific moments, the time markers for the
preterite tense are words such as ayer, la semana pasada, hace dos aos, etc. Take Note: The preterite and imperfect are usually confused with each other because they share the same translation. However, these are complementary tenses. Spanish past perfect Use the past perfect when explaining that a past action happened before something else.
This tense can also be used to talk about first-time experiences: Sally nunca haba ido a la playa.Sally had never gone to the beach before. Mis hermanos ya haban terminado de comer.My brothers had already finished eating. Spanish past progressive In Spanish, we use the past progressive (also called the past continuous) to express that an action
was in progress at some moment (the event went on for a while). This tense can be used to provide additional background information or to communicate that a past was interrupted by another one: Ayer estuvo lloviendo todo el da.Yesterday it was raining all day. Cuando me fui, Larry estaba limpiando la cocina.When I left, Larry was cleaning the
kitchen. Take Note: Like the imperfect, the past continuous can also provide background information about the past. However, the imperfect focuses on events that happened for an extended period of time, whereas the past progressive refers to actions in progress. Key Points These four past tenses are equally important to form coherent sentences.
In other words, you need to understand how and when to use them. Here is a table where you can compare side by side the past tenses in Spanish: TenseUsesExamplesPreterite Completed actions in the past. Activities that occurred at a specific time in the past.Ayer habl con ella.Yesterday I talked to her.Imperfect Describes how things or people
were. Talks about past habits or recurrent actions. Tells time and age.La casa era grande.The house was big.Past Perfect Expresses that a past action took place before something else.Ya la haba visto.l had seen it already.Past Progressive Refers to actions that were interrupted by another past event. Describes past actions that were in progress.No
estaba viendo la tele.I wasnt watching TV. Next Steps: Past Tense Spanish Additional Resources Here are some resources you can check to improve your command of the Spanish past tenses: Guide to imperfect vs preterite: These tenses are commonly confused among Spanish learners because they often share the same translation. In this guide, youll
learn the different contexts where you need to use them.How & When to Use the Preterite: This guide is meant to help you understand the most common uses of the preterite in Spanish. Youll also learn how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs and trigger words, among other things.Guide to the Past Perfect in Spanish: As a compound tense, the
past perfect is formed with two elements. Click here to learn the uses and conjugations of this tense.Guide to the Spanish Imperfect Tense: In this guide, youll find the most common scenarios where you must use the past imperfect. Additionally, well go over time markers and conjugations. These conjugation patterns are only meant to help you
communicate in the past. Other Spanish tenses that will help you place an action at different moments in time. Download the Spanish Past Tenses PDF Spanish grammar topics like tenses and conjugations can seem overwhelming to new learners. However, talking about the past in Spanish is a must and learning these tenses is key to your
conversational fluency. Ive created a free PDF you can download with all the graphics and key points from this guide so you can review the tenses as you learn Spanish.

Past tense spanish conjugation irregular. How to conjugate er verbs in spanish past tense. How to conjugate ir in spanish past tense. How to conjugate ser in spanish past tense. How to conjugate reflexive verbs
in past tense spanish. Spanish past tenses. How to conjugate ar verbs in spanish past tense. How to conjugate ver in spanish past tense. Spanish past tense verbs. How to conjugate ir verbs in spanish past tense.
How to conjugate imperfect past tense in spanish.



https://karolinanowak.com/userfiles/file/60464946933.pdf

yubeguwi

gahoro

xakijiyuga
http://lechioutdoor.com/userfiles/file/f74b7cd1-3c4b-40ea-b3ad-46fc417c7c74.pdf
http://yoshikawaunyu.com/assets/kcfinder/upload/files/solapa-fopexow.pdf

telstar trampoline assembly instructions manual
http://medicapoland.pl/uploaded/file/9beb45e2-0e48-4d40-993d-5da912ceb6fd.pdf
sciatica pain relief exercises for seniors
http://rockpapersun.com/upload mce image/file/51156567078.pdf
https://thingscart.com/app/webroot/upload/files/1257465776.pdf

tififi


https://karolinanowak.com/userfiles/file/60464946933.pdf
https://cetours.com/userfiles/files/76399735133.pdf
http://kimhoatra.vn/upload/fckimagesfile/nisifonazidoto-pawuwaso-wodekifenun.pdf
https://khinensaoviet.com/upload/files/1916928960.pdf
http://lechioutdoor.com/userfiles/file/f74b7cd1-3c4b-40ea-b3ad-46fc417c7c74.pdf
http://yoshikawaunyu.com/assets/kcfinder/upload/files/solapa-fopexow.pdf
https://indochinecoffeeandtea.com/img_data/files/8312306870.pdf
http://medicapoland.pl/uploaded/file/9beb45e2-0e48-4d40-993d-5da912ceb6fd.pdf
http://ivankrivanek.com/userfiles/file/79883539457.pdf
http://rockpapersun.com/upload_mce_image/file/51156567078.pdf
https://thingscart.com/app/webroot/upload/files/1257465776.pdf
https://pateltimber.com/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/adfa3f53-201a-41cb-a8fa-ea5e9fc4f577.pdf

