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Over 2,000 years ago, in a small town called Bethlehem, a child was born who would change the course of history. His name was Jesus, and He wasn’t just any baby—He was the Son of God, sent to bring hope and salvation to a broken world.Jesus’ birth was nothing short of miraculous. His mother, Mary, was a young woman chosen by God to carry
His Son, and His earthly father, Joseph, was a humble carpenter. Because there was no room in the inn, Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger, surrounded by animals. Angels announced His birth to shepherds, and wise men traveled from afar to worship Him, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.Even as a child, Jesus amazed
people with His wisdom. By the age of 12, He was found in the temple discussing Scripture with religious leaders. But His true mission began in His 30s when He started teaching about God’s love, healing the sick, and performing miracles.He did what no one else could:He healed the sick - The blind received sight, the lame walked, and the lepers
were cleansed. He calmed storms - With just a word, He stilled raging seas, showing His power over nature. He fed thousands - With only a few loaves and fish, He miraculously provided for multitudes. He cast out demons - Restoring peace to those suffering spiritually. He raised the dead - Bringing people like Lazarus back to life, proving His divine
power.Everywhere He went, people followed Him, drawn to His kindness, His teachings, and His miracles. But not everyone was happy.Religious leaders saw Jesus as a threat. His teachings challenged their authority, and they plotted against Him. Eventually, He was arrested, falsely accused, and sentenced to die on a cross. He was beaten, mocked,
and forced to carry His own cross to the place of His execution.As He hung on the cross, He took the weight of the world’s sin upon Himself. With His last breath, He declared, “It is finished.” It seemed like the end—but it wasn’t.Three days later, something incredible happened, Jesus rose from the dead! His followers saw Him alive again, proving
that He had defeated sin and death. His resurrection wasn’t just a historical event—it was the fulfillment of God’s promise that through Jesus, we could have eternal life.Before returning to heaven, Jesus gave one final command to His followers. He said “Go and share this good news with the world.” And that’s why His story is still changing lives
today.The story of Jesus is a story of love, sacrifice, and hope. He came to show us the way to God, to offer forgiveness, and to bring us into a relationship with Him. And the best part? This story isn’t just something from the past—it’s a story that invites you to be part of it today.No matter who you are or what you’ve done, Jesus’ love is for you. Will
you accept His invitation?Want to learn more about Jesus? Follow along with this blog or Youtube. We explore The Story of Jesus Christ - His life, teachings, and how His message still transforms lives today! Home > God Please consider this brief study of who Jesus is, what He did, and how He lived and died. We discuss His birth, including His
eternal existence, Virgin Birth, and fulfillment of prophecy. The summary of His life describes His baptism, temptation, teaching, and the evidence for His claims. We conclude with a study of His betrayal, trials, death by crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension. Introduction: Two of our best-loved hymns talk about "telling the story" of Jesus.
One is entitled "Tell Me the Story of Jesus." The other is "I Love to Tell the Story." Both of them emphasize the fact that everyone needs to know the story of who Jesus is, what He did, and what He teaches. 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 says that the truth about Jesus is the foundation of the gospel. And Jesus is the central theme of the Bible. So everyone needs
to hear the story of Jesus. People who are not Jesus' disciples need to hear the story of Jesus. One of the songs says: "I love to tell the story, For some have never heard, The message of salvation, From God's own holy Word." Many Bible examples show that, when teaching people who do not know or understand the life and character of Jesus, faithful
gospel preachers always taught them about these basic truths (see Acts chaps. 2,3,8,10, etc.). So, knowing about Jesus' life and character is absolutely fundamental to fellowship with God. People who are not Jesus' disciples need to hear about Jesus, because they must believe and obey the gospel message to be saved (Rom. 10:17; John 20:30,31).
People who are Jesus' disciples also need to hear the story of Jesus. Another verse in the song says: "I love to tell the story, For those who know it best, Seem hungering and thirsting, To hear it like the rest." God's children need to be reminded of the life and character of Jesus (2 Peter 1:12,13). We need to be reminded of the evidence on which our
faith is based (Rom. 10:17), of God's great love for us (1 John 4:9,19), and of the perfect example Jesus set (1 Pet. 2:21ff). Understand that "the story of Jesus" is not just Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. And preaching Jesus is not just preaching about things He did. Preaching Jesus includes preaching what He taught, including the teachings He
inspired His apostles and prophets to teach. In short the entire New Testament is the story of Jesus. But the focus of this study will emphasize what Jesus did and who He is. We will use the verses of "Tell Me the Story of Jesus" to outline of our main points. The questions I hope you will ask yourself as we study are: (1) Do you love to hear the story of
Jesus? And (2) Do you love to tell the story of Jesus? If so, how diligent are you in telling it to others? Do you seek opportunities to talk to people about the gospel of Christ? Note Verse 1 - Jesus' Birth Consider the following facts about Jesus that we need to understand based on the Bible teaching about His birth: A. He Existed from Eternity (the
Creator). Jesus' existence did not begin with His birth. He existed from eternity with God the Father and the Holy Spirit. His eternal nature Micah 5:2 - From Bethlehem would come a ruler, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. This passage is applied to Jesus in Matt. 2:4-6. He was born in Bethlehem, but He existed from
eternity. John 1:1,2 - The "Word" (Jesus - v14) was in the beginning with God, and was God. He is a separate Being or Individual from the Father (He was "with God"), but He possesses the nature of Deity just as the Father does (He "was God"). [Psa. 90:1-4; 93:2; 55:19; Heb. 1:12; cf. Psa. 102:24-27 with Heb. 1:8-12; Isa. 9:6; John 8:58] His work in
Creation John 1:3 - All things were made through Him, and nothing was made without Him. Not only did Jesus exist from eternity, but He is the eternal Creator of all created things. Colossians 1:16 - By Jesus were all things created. If Jesus made everything that was created, then He Himself must not have been created. He is eternal - the eternal
Cause of all that exists. Surely the eternal Creator must possess Deity, so these verses affirm Jesus' Deity. So, the first thing to know about Jesus is that His life on earth was not the beginning of His existence. He existed from eternity with the Heavenly Father, and He was, in fact, the eternal Creator of the entire universe. [Cf. Heb. 1:2.] B. He Left
Heaven to Live on Earth. Philippians 2:5-8 - Though He existed in heaven in the form of God, Jesus did not insist on holding to the honor and blessings He had there. He emptied Himself to live on earth as a man, and humbled Himself even to the point of dying on the cross 2 Corinthians 8:9 - He had great riches (in Heaven), but He gave this up and
became poor (when He came to earth). As a result of this sacrifice, we can become rich. Jesus had the glory and privileges of being honored as Deity in Heaven. But He gave that up that honor to come to earth to live as a man. Deity took the place of man - God in the flesh. We will see why as we proceed. [Cf. Heb. 2:14-17; John 17:5.] C. His Coming
Was Promised to Great Old Testament Men. The promise to Abraham Genesis 12:3 - As part of one of the greatest promises in the Bible, God told Abraham that his descendant would bring a blessing on all families of the earth. Acts 3:25,26 - Jesus fulfilled this promise by offering the sacrifice by which all men can be saved from their sins. God planned
from before Jesus was ever born, that His coming would bless every nation of people on earth in fulfillment of a fundamental Divine promise. The promise to David God also promised King David that his descendants would continue to rule God's people (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Jer. 23:5). The Old Testament frequently predicted the coming of the kingdom that
would be subject to this Anointed Ruler (the Messiah or Christ) (Dan. 2, etc.). Luke 1:32,33 - The angel told Jesus' mother Mary that He would have the throne of David and would reign over His kingdom forever. Matthew 1:1-16 (note v17)- Jesus' genealogy is traced back through David, to show He was David's heir (cf. Luke 3:23-38 Acts 13:22,23). By
right of inheritance, Jesus deserved to rule as King. We will learn more of this as we proceed. D. He Was Born of a Virgin. Some people today deny the Virgin Birth. But this view denies a fundamental proof of Jesus' nature and also denies the inspiration of the Bible, for the Bible clearly affirms it. Luke 1:26-35 - Mary is clearly described as a "virgin."
An angel told her that she would conceive and bear a son. She did not understand, since she had no relations with a man; so, the angel explained that this would occur by the power of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:18-25 - She was betrothed to Joseph, but she conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit before she and Joseph were united (he did not "know"
her sexually till after Jesus was born). An angel assured Joseph that this had occurred by the power of God, not as an act of immorality; so Joseph proceeded to take her as wife. God brought Jesus into the world by a miracle. At the very beginning of His earthly existence, God used a supernatural event to prove that Jesus was no ordinary man. This
miracle also symbolizes Jesus' dual nature: His conception and birth by a woman shows His human nature. His conception by the Holy Spirit (Deity), without a human father, shows He is not just human but is also Divine. The nature of man and the nature of God were united in Jesus. E. He Was Born in Humble Circumstances. Though He came to be a
King and was in fact the Eternal Creator, yet Jesus was born and lived in the most humble of circumstances. Luke 2:1-18 - Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger. Yet, angels announced that He would be the Savior, the Christ (Anointed One), and Lord (master, ruler). This miraculous event also proved the special character of the One who was
born. Matthew 2:13-23 - Having been honored by the wise men, Jesus had to escape death at the hands of Herod. So, Joseph and Mary took Him to Egypt, then later returned to Nazareth, one of the most humble of cities (John 1:46). Here He grew up as a carpenter's son (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3). This is the story of Jesus' birth. Do you believe this story
to be true? Do you love to tell the story to others? What efforts have you made to give others the opportunity to hear and believe? Note Verse 2 - Jesus' Life We could spend hours discussing Jesus' life and teachings. We will concentrate on just a few events that demonstrate His character and His purpose for coming. A. His Baptism Jesus' baptism
shows the importance of obedience and of baptism. Matthew 3:13-17 - Jesus was baptized to "fulfill all righteousness" (v15). The gospel teaches that we today need to be baptized to receive remission of sins (Acts 2:38). But Jesus had no sins to be forgiven, so He was not baptized for the same reason as us. But He still had to be baptized to obey God's
will. Hebrews 5:8,9 - Jesus learned the meaning of obedience from personal experience. People tend to think that other people don't understand us: kids think parents don't understand, wives think husbands don't understand, etc. So, we might also think that God does not understand us but just sits in an ivory tower making rules. But by living,
suffering, and dying as a man, Jesus assures us that God does understand and cares about us. [Luke 7:30] Jesus' baptism shows the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit As Jesus was being baptized, the Holy Spirit came in the bodily form of a dove, and the Father spoke from heaven. This shows that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
are three distinct Beings or individuals. But though Jesus is a separate individual, yet the Father and the Holy Spirit affirmed their unity with Jesus and their approval of Him. The miraculous voice of the Father and the miraculous appearance of the Spirit constitute Divine proof that Jesus was the Son of God. Just as God miraculously demonstrated
Jesus' special nature when Jesus was born, He again demonstrated Jesus' special character at the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. B. His Temptation Matthew 4:1-11 - Jesus fasted in the wilderness 40 days and nights. Satan then came to tempt Him. This teaches us: We can resist Satan by relying on God's word. Jesus answered every temptation
saying, "It is written." We should do the same. 1 Corinthians 10:13 - We can overcome every temptation, just as Jesus did. There is always a way of escape, so there is never an excuse for sin. Ephesians 6:10-18 - Using the armor God provides, we are able to stand against Satan, and quench all his fiery darts. Jesus' temptation shows us we can
overcome Satan, and shows us how to do it: by trusting in God's word. Jesus lived a sinless life. Just as Jesus overcame Satan's temptations in this case, so He did throughout His life. Though Satan tried repeatedly to defeat Him, Jesus overcame every time. 1 Peter 2:21,22 - He lived without sin, setting a perfect example for us to follow. Though we
have sinned and need forgiveness, this was never true of Jesus. His life set an example and a goal for us to strive for: we should strive to live above sin as He did. Hebrews 4:15,16 - Jesus was tempted in all points like we are, but He did not sin. Again, this shows that God understands what we go through when we face temptation. If Jesus' had not
suffered as we do, we might think that God demands too much. But Jesus' life proves God does understand and sympathize, but there is still no excuse for sin. Jesus was the only man ever to live without committing even one sin, so He is the only one who truly deserves to be counted righteous before God. Later we will see that this sinless life was
necessary for Him to be a perfect sacrifice for our sins. [Cf. Matt. 10:25] C. His Teaching We will not spend much time here considering the specific content of Jesus' teaching, but we can notice some general points about it. Jesus' teachings reveal God's will to man. Matthew 17:1-5 - At the Transfiguration, God again affirmed that Jesus is His Son so
we must listen to Him. God again miraculously demonstrated His Divine approval of Jesus' teaching. Matthew 28:18-20 - We must observe all Jesus' commands, because He had authority to command men to obey. Jesus' teachings were not human opinion or human wisdom. They were the absolute will of God. Jesus came as God in the flesh to reveal a
message to man from God. [Heb. 1:1,2; Acts 3:22,23] Jesus' teachings are essential to our salvation. John 6:63,68 - Jesus' words are spirit and life. He has the words of eternal life. John 14:6 - He is the way to the Father. No one can come to the Father except by Him. Acts 4:12 - No one but Him can provide salvation. Jesus' teachings are not optional.
We must accept and obey them, both because they come from God, and because they show us the only way to receive eternal life. No one should say he believes in Jesus but sees no need to follow His teachings. Following Jesus' teaching is the only way to benefit from Jesus' life and death. [Cf. 1 John 5:11,12; John 12:48] Jesus' apostles and prophets
delivered His teaching after His ascension. Luke 10:16 - Jesus sent the disciples to speak His will, so we can be sure they spoke truth from God, even as Jesus Himself had done. John 16:12,13 - Specifically, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to guide them to speak truths that Jesus did not reveal during His lifetime, because the time was not yet right. But all
truth would be revealed to the apostles through the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 14:37 - The Holy Spirit guided these men to speak and write the will of God. The result is that the written word we have in the New Testament today constitutes the very commands of Jesus Himself. Jesus not only spoke for God but He enabled His apostles and prophets to
speak for Him and for God. You and I can know God's will for us today through the message these inspired men wrote. [Cf. Matt. 10:19,20; Acts 1:8; 2 Timothy 3:16,17] To benefit from Jesus' teaching, we must believe and obey it. Matthew 7:21-27 - To enter the kingdom of heaven, it is not enough to just believe in Jesus or even to confess Him as
"Lord." We must also obey the will of the Father, which Jesus revealed. To be truly wise, we must both hear and do what Jesus taught. Mark 16:15,16 - Jesus said His gospel must be preached to all. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. But he who disbelieves will be condemned. Hebrews 5:9 - Jesus is author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him. Those who truly believe in Jesus must not only believe in His miraculous birth and sinless life, they must also believe that He was the Son of God and a Divine spokesman from God. And we must recognize our need to believe and obey His teachings as the only way to receive eternal life. His teachings are revealed for us in the Scriptures.
[See also John 8:24,31,32; Luke 6:46; 2 John 9; 1 Pet. 1:22-25; Rom. 6:17,18.] E. His Evidence How do we know that the claims made about Jesus in the Bible are really true? Anyone can claim to come from God or to speak for God. What proof is there? From the many proofs available, we will consider just two categories. Jesus fulfilled Old Testament
prophecy. Claims that Jesus fulfilled prophecy Luke 24:25-27,44 - Jesus affirmed that events in His life fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 - Jesus' apostles also affirmed His life fulfilled prophecy. Men can predict the distant future in detail only if God guides them. So if men predict in detail that someone would come to be a ruler of
God's people and an inspired spokesman for God, and then someone comes and fulfills those prophecies, we must conclude that person really did come from God. So, we should listen to His message. [Cf. John 5:39; Acts 2:25-36; 3:18-26; 10:43; 13:27-39; etc.] Some examples of prophecies Jesus fulfilled: ** Born in Bethlehem (cf. Micah 5:2 to Matt.
2:1-6) ** Descendant of David (cf. Jer. 23:5 to Acts 13:22,23) ** Prophet from God (cf. Deut. 18:17-19 to Acts 3:20-23) ** Fore-runner to prepare His way (cf. Isa. 40:3,4 to Luke 3:2-5) ** Death by crucifixion for others' guilt (cf. Psa. 22:16-18; 34:20; Isa. 53:4-12 to John 19:18-37 and 1 Pet. 2:21-25.) ** Resurrection (Psa. 16:10 cf. Acts 2:24-32) Jesus did
miracles, including the resurrection. Jesus' miracles proved He was from God. Miracles sometimes accomplished various purposes, but the one purpose always accomplished by Jesus' miracles was to demonstrate that God was working through Him. John 5:36 - Jesus' works testified He was from God. Acts 2:22 - Jesus was approved of God by miracles.
John 20:30,31 - We have not seen the miracles today, but we believe on the basis of the eyewitness testimony in the Scriptures that Jesus did miracles. [Cf. John 11:47,48; 4:48.] Examples of miracles that confirm who Jesus is We have already read about some of these miracles: ** Virgin birth - Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-35 ** God's testimony at His
baptism and the Transfiguration - Matt. 3:13-17; 17:1-5 ** Raising the dead - John 11:17-44 ** Walking on water and calming a storm - Matt. 14:22-33; 8:23-27 ** Feeding thousands with a few loaves and fishes - Matt. 14:13-21; 15:32-39 ** The resurrection - Rom. 1:4 God purposely planned for Jesus to give evidence sufficient for any honest person to
be convinced who Jesus really is. If you seek to know the validity of the Bible's claims about Jesus, you need to consider the evidence with an honest desire to know the truth. This is the story of Jesus' life. Do you believe this story to be true? Do you love to tell the story to others? What efforts have you made to give others the opportunity to hear and
believe? Verse 3: Jesus' Death, Burial, Resurrection, and Ascension A. Predictions Of Jesus' Death and Resurrection We learned that fulfilled prophecy and Jesus' miracles are two of the greatest proofs that He really was from God. The most important of the miracles that occurred was His resurrection from the dead. If Jesus really arose from the dead,
that would be amazing. But even more amazing is the fact that His resurrection was predicted ahead of time. Old Testament predictions Luke 24:44-46 - Jesus explained that His resurrection fulfilled the predictions of the prophets. Acts 13:34-38 - For example, David predicted one whose flesh would not see corruption and his soul would not remain in
Hades. This could be true only if one arose from the dead. Isaiah 53:7-12 - He would die, but "He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days" (v10). How could this be? Only by resurrection. [Cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Acts 2:23-31; 17:2,3.] Jesus' own predictions John 2:18-22 - Jesus' predicted that the Jews would destroy His body (temple), but He would
rebuild it in three days. Matthew 16:21 - Jesus plainly told the disciples that He would be killed and would rise again the third day. Imagine a man making such a prediction. If he were a fake, shortly after his death, everyone would know he was a fake. But Jesus made the prediction; and instead of losing His following, we will see that many people
testified that they personally saw Him alive again after He had died. [Cf. Matt. 17:9,23; 20:19; 26:32; 27:63; Mk. 8:31; 9:9,10,31; 10:34; 14:28; Luke 18:33; 24:4-7.] B. Betrayal and Arrest Matthew 26:1-4,14-16 - Jewish leaders determined to kill Jesus, because He had revealed their sins to the multitudes. Judas, one of Jesus' disciples, was also a thief.
He agreed to betray Jesus to His enemies for thirty pieces of silver. Matthew 26:36-41 - After teaching His disciples how to partake of the Lord's Supper in memory of His death, Jesus went to Gethsemane. There He prayed that He might avoid the suffering of the cross, but even so He was willing to obey the Father's will. Matthew 26:47-56 - Judas
came bringing soldiers to capture Jesus and showed the soldiers which man to arrest by kissing Him. When Jesus refused to allow His disciples to defend Him, they all forsook Him and fled. Later Peter denied Him three times, just as Jesus had earlier predicted he would. Most of us can only imagine how terrible this would be. But if you have ever had
a friend turn his back on you, then you have a tiny taste of what Jesus experienced. He had left the joys of Heaven, had come to earth, and had spent years teaching His disciples. Yet when it appeared that His enemies were about to defeat Him, one of His disciples betrayed Him for money, another denied Him three times, and all the others forsook
Him. Yet He accepted all this so He could save them and us from sin. C. Trials and Crucifixion We will not discuss many details, but consider some of the evidence that Jesus was innocent and not worthy of death. Matthew 26:57-67 - In the Jewish trials, Jewish leaders sought grounds to kill Jesus, but could not find valid proof even with the help of
many false witnesses. Finally they convicted Him of blasphemy because He claimed to be the Christ. But it was easy to prove that He claimed to be the Christ. The question was: Was the claim true or false? The Jews never even considered that. They just ignored all the evidence that he was the Christ and convicted Him of making a blasphemous
claim! Matthew 27:3-5 - Judas admitted He had betrayed an innocent person, and hanged himself. Luke 23:1-11 - Jesus was taken before the Roman governor Pilate, where the Jews accused Jesus of teaching people not to pay tribute to Caesar, despite the fact that they knew He had really taught just the opposite (Matt. 22:15-21). Luke 23:8-11 - Pilate
sent Jesus to Herod, who mocked Him and sent Him back to Pilate. Pilate (vv 13-16) then told the people that neither he nor Herod found any fault in Jesus worthy of death. Matthew 27:15-26 - Pilate repeatedly stated that Jesus was innocent and tried to release Him, but the Jews refused. Pilate's wife sent him a message saying she knew Jesus was
innocent. But the Jews said they and their children would bear responsibility for His death, so Pilate called for Jesus to be crucified. Matthew 27:27-54 - Read Matthew's account of the actual crucifixion. John 18:31-34 adds that Jesus' side was pierced with a spear to guarantee He was dead. So no one ever proved Jesus was guilty of any wrongdoing.
His betrayer, two of His judges (Pilate and Herod), and even a wife of one of the judges all declared Him to be innocent. Yet He was crucified as a criminal. D. Burial Matthew 27:57-60 - Jesus' disciples prepared the body for burial and placed it in the cave tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. Matthew 27:62-66 - The Jews remembered that Jesus had promised
to rise from the dead. So with Pilate's permission, they sealed the stone over the entrance and placed guards outside to make sure the body did not leave the tomb. E. Reasons for His Death Everyone dies eventually. To many people, Jesus' death may not seem extraordinary. But His was the most important death ever to occur. In fact, it is essential to
our salvation. Hebrews 2:9 - Jesus tasted death for every man. He did not die for His own sins - He didn't have any sins. Nor was His death simply a miscarriage of justice. Jesus died for our sins. 1 Peter 2:24 - He bore our sins on the cross, so we could live to righteousness. He was a sacrifice. He was the sinless Son of God dying as a penalty for those
of us who were guilty, so we could go free. Romans 5:6-9 - It would be amazing to find someone willing to give his own life in the place of a righteous person, but Jesus died for us while we were sinners. 2 Corinthians 5:21 - He did not commit sin, but was made to be sin on our behalf. This is why it was essential that Jesus live a sinless life. If He had
sinned, He would have to be punished for His own sins. But because He lived a sinless life and did not deserve to die, He was able to suffer for others who did deserve to die. Amazing as all this is, it is even more amazing to realize that He came to earth knowing all along that He would have to die for the sins of others. The Creator took the form of
that which He had created, in order to suffer as a sacrifice to save His own creatures. If Jesus had not died, none of us could be forgiven of sins. We would all have to die for our own sins (Rom. 6:23). We can be saved only because Jesus died for us. [Cf. John 3:16; Rom. 4:25; 1 John 4:9; etc.] F. Resurrection and Appearances 1 Corinthians 15:16,17 - If
Jesus had simply died without being raised, Satan would have been the victor. He would have defeated Jesus, and we would all still be in our sins. In order to defeat Satan and thereby justify us, Jesus had to arise from the dead. Matthew 28:1-10 - All four of the gospel accounts affirm that Jesus was raised. All four record accounts of eyewitnesses who
saw Him alive after His death. Different writers record different appearances. No one writer gives a complete list of all the appearances. 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 - Paul lists several of Jesus' appearances, including the appearance to Paul himself on the road to Damascus. John 20:24-31 - This example shows the factual, historical nature of Jesus'
appearances. Thomas had said he would not believe Jesus had been raised until he personally saw Him alive. When Jesus gave Him the proof, Thomas confessed Him to be "my Lord and my God." John affirms that all of us must believe this too, but we don't have to see to believe. John 19:35; 20:30,31; 21:24 - Here is how we can believe. The testimony
of the eyewitnesses has been recorded in the Scriptures. Their testimony says Jesus did do miracles, He did die, and He did live again after He died. Romans 1:4 - God proved Jesus to be His Son by raising Him from the dead. The resurrection is the most basic and fundamental of all Jesus' miracles. The only way you can be saved from sin is to believe
it to be true (Rom. 10:9,10). Jesus showed Himself alive by "many infallible proofs" (Acts 1:3). What will you do with this proof? Honest people must investigate and reach an honest verdict. [1 Pet. 3:21; Heb. 2:14; Rom. 4:25] G. Ascension and Establishment of His Church Acts 1:2-11 - Having appeared to His disciples over a period of 40 days, and
having discussed with them about His kingdom, Jesus ascended to heaven. Angels promised He would someday return in the same way. The kingdom had been a major theme of Jesus' teaching. He had promised to build His church, which is His spiritual kingdom (Matt. 16:18,19). He said this kingdom would come with power in the lifetime of His
disciples (Mark 9:1). Here He promised that the power would come when the Holy Spirit came just a few days later. Acts 2:29-38 - The Holy Spirit did come in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. It gave the apostles power to speak in other tongues (vv 1-4). Peter preached that Jesus is now on David's throne as Lord and Christ. But to do this, Jesus had
to be raised from the dead. To be saved from our sins, we must believe in Jesus as our sacrifice and our Lord, and we must repent of sins and be baptized. Those who do this are added to Jesus' church (v47), which is His kingdom (Col. 1:13,18). Philippians 2:9-11 - Because Jesus achieved all these great works on our behalf, God has exalted Him to a
position of honor and authority, above all other authority (Eph. 1:21-23). To be saved we must submit to His authority and confess His greatness. Conclusion This is the story of Jesus' earthly life, death, and resurrection. But this is not the end of the story. Jesus will return! Matthew 25:31-46 - When Jesus ascended, the angels said He would return. He
will not return in order to begin ruling as King; He began ruling as King when He ascended, and He will continue ruling till He comes again (1 Cor. 15:21-26). He will return as our judge to reward us for how we have served Him. Those who serve faithfully will receive eternal life; those who do not serve will receive eternal punishment (vv 41,46). Acts
17:30,31 - To prepare for this judgment, we must repent of our sins. To repent means we must "change our minds" about sin, deciding to turn from it and live for Jesus. As we learned earlier, we must then confess Christ and be baptized so His blood can forgive us, and then we must live a faithful life. The story of Jesus is the greatest story ever told.
The lesson for us to learn from this story is that Jesus is our Creator, Savior, and Master. How you and I react to that story will determine our eternal destiny. We have a choice to serve Him and receive eternal life, or refuse to serve Him and receive eternal punishment. This (very briefly) is the story of Jesus. Do you love to hear this story? Do you love
to tell the story? If you understand, believe, and appreciate what Jesus has done for you, you need to make a commitment to serve Him. Then you need to tell the story to others. What is your choice? (C) Copyright 2011, David E. Pratte; gospelway.com Local churches and individuals may, within limits, distribute this Bible study guide for free, but not
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about 2000 years ago in the land of Israel, his three-and-a-half year ministry, as well as his crucifixion and resurrection. The early life of Jesus About 2000 years ago a man named Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in the land of Israel. He was unique. He was fully God and yet fully human. God had allowed himself to be born as a man so that he
could live and suffer among us, to serve as the perfect atonement for our sin, and to offer forgiveness and salvation to anyone who believes. His birth, mission, death and resurrection were foretold by the prophets of the Old Testament of the Bible and revealed to us by the writers of the New Testament. Jesus lived among his fellow Jews during a time
when the boundaries of the Roman Empire included the land of Israel. He preached and performed miracles for three-and-a-half years until he was crucified by the Romans. He died on a wooden cross and was buried in a tomb. But his life did not end in death. Jesus Christ was resurrected. And because he was perfect, he is able to open the doors to
the Kingdom of God. And because he was sinless, he is able to forgive us our sins so that we too can be accepted into the Kingdom of God. Jesus explains this in a passage of the Bible called John 3:16, when he said: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." The
following is an overview of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. The virgin Mary is told she'll give birth to Jesus (see Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25) The New Testament books of Matthew and Luke explain the virgin birth of Jesus. Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph but not yet married. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced
that she would have a son who would be named Jesus and who would be called the Son of God. Here is the NIV translation of Luke 1:27-35: In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her
and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. - Luke 1:27-35 (NIV). Jesus is born in the town of Bethlehem (see Luke 2:1-7) Shortly before Jesus was born, the Roman emperor Caesar Augustus decided that a census be taken throughout the Roman Empire, including the land of Israel. People were required to return to their
ancestral homes for registration. For Joseph and Mary, that meant leaving Nazareth, which is a town in the northern district of Galilee, and traveling to Bethlehem, which is in the southern region called Judah or Judea. After they arrived in Bethlehem, Mary was ready to give birth to Jesus. So Joseph and Mary went to a manger because they could not
find other lodging. It was a manger, where animals are kept, that served as the humble place of birth for Jesus. Bethlehem is an important city for Messianic prophecy. King David, who ruled over Israel about 1,000 years before the time of Jesus, was born in Bethlehem. And the prophet Micah, who lived about 700 years before Jesus, announced that
Bethlehem would be the birthplace for the Messiah: "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." - Micah 5:2 (NIV translation). Ephrathah is the ancient name for the town of Bethlehem in Judah. Star of
Bethlehem appears (see Matthew 2:1-2) When Jesus was born, a star appeared over Bethlehem. Scholars today speculate whether the star was a meteor, a supernatural phenomenon, an alignment of celestial bodies, or a literal star. Many scholars believe that Jesus was born sometime around 4 BC to 8 BC. It is interesting to note that ancient Chinese
astronomy records indicate that there was a star-like object hovering somewhere over the Middle East for several days in the year 5 BC, about 2000 years ago. King Herod tries to kill the new-born King (Jesus) (see Matthew 2:3-12) The Star of Bethlehem attracted visitors from the East. These visitors believed that the star marked the birth of a new
king. Perhaps the visitors were familiar with the Bible's prophecies and understood that a Messiah King would be born in Israel and that he would have an impact on the entire world. But, Israel already had a ruler, King Herod the Great. He was not a true king but had been appointed by the Romans to govern the Jews in the land of Israel. Herod was
described by Josephus, a Jewish historian who ived during the first century, as a murderous man who ordered the deaths of many of his own family members. When Herod found out that the visitors were hoping to find and worship the newborn king, Herod ordered the deaths of every infant in Bethlehem, in the hopes of killing the king that the
visitors spoke of. The infant Jesus and his parents escape to Egypt (see Matthew 2:13-15) An angel warned Joseph of Herod's plans to murder the young children of Bethlehem. So Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus to Egypt and they lived there until Herod died. In ancient times the people of Israel sometimes sought refuge in Egypt, including Jacob
and his sons, who left the land of Israel during a time of famine. The Gospel of Matthew shows that many events in Jewish history are similar to events in the life of Jesus, reinforcing his role as the Messiah. Jesus is taken back to Israel, to the town of Nazareth (see Matthew 2:19-23) After the death of King Herod, Joseph, Mary and Jesus returned to
the land of Israel. Joseph was afraid to return to Bethlehem because the town is near Jerusalem, where Herod Archelaus, the son of Herod, now reigned as king. So Joseph took his family to the northern district of Galilee, to a small town called Nazareth. This obscure town became the hometown of Jesus, where he grew up and became an adult. Jesus
as a young child visits the Lord's Temple (see Luke 2:41-52) When Jesus was 12 years of age, he and his mother Mary and stepfather Joseph traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the annual Feast of the Passover. When the feast had ended, Mary and Joseph became separated from Jesus and they searched for him. Jesus had gone to the Lord's Temple and
conversed with the people there. The people were amazed by his depth of understanding and by his knowledge. When Mary found Jesus at the Temple, Jesus said to her: "Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" (Luke 2:49). 1st year of ministry The Gospel of John describes three annual passover
feasts during the course of Jesus' ministry and this is one reason for the commonly held belief that his ministry lasted for about three years. Luke tells us that Jesus was about 30 years old when he began his ministry. This page explains a few details of his first year of ministry, which begins with his forerunner, John the Baptist. Jesus is baptized by
John the Baptist (see Matthew 3:13-17) In the book of Malachi, there is a prophecy about a forerunner who would prepare the way for the Lord: "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the
LORD Almighty. - Malachi 3:1 (NIV translation). This prophecy was fulfilled about 400 years later by John the Baptist, who prepared the way for the Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus was about to begin his ministry, John the Baptist proclaimed to others: "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! - John 1:29 (NIV translation). Jesus was
about 30 years old. He had left the district of Galilee, which included the town of Nazareth, where he grew up, and had traveled to the wilderness of the Jordan River to be baptized. There, John the Baptist drew crowds as he preached and baptized. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." - Matthew 3:16-17 (NIV translation). Jesus resists the temptations of Satan (see Matthew 4:1-11) After he was baptized, Jesus went into the desert and fasted (ate no food) for 40 days. Satan used
this time to tempt Jesus. "Satan" is a Hebrew word that means "adversary," "enemy" or "devil." During the temptations, Satan uses the supernatural to find Jesus in the desert, then to transport Jesus to the top of the Temple in Jerusalem, and then to take Jesus to a high mountain. With each successive temptation, the loftiness of what Satan offers
increases, as does the height from which he makes the offer. Each time, Jesus resists the temptation and quotes scripture to rebuke Satan. In one instance, Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy, chapter 8. It is important to note that Deuteronomy 8:2-3 reminds us that the Israelites spent 40 years in the desert where they too were tested for their obedience
to the will of God. This is another example of the book of Matthew pointing out similarities between the life of Jesus and the history of Israel. Jesus' first miracle, turning water into wine (see John 2:1-11) Jesus and some of his disciples went to Cana, a town in the district of Galilee, to attend a wedding party. His mother, Mary, also attended. The host
of the wedding party did not have enough wine for everyone and this was considered a very embarrassing situation. Mary intervened on behalf of the wedding host and told Jesus about the problem. Jesus then miraculously changed six barrels of water into wine for the wedding party. Of all the miracles that Jesus performed, this one might seem
minor. But it did accomplish important things. It shows that Jesus has concern for people's problems, even if they are not major problems. And it showed Jesus' disciples that he was able to perform miracles. Throughout the four Gospels (the Bible's books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) there are descriptions of 34 miracles performed by Jesus. But
all told there may have been thousands, as sometimes when surrounded by a large group of people, the Bible states "He healed them all." These 34 miracles are a sampling of what he did and the compassion he felt for people. Everything from raising the dead, controlling nature, healing the sick, casting out demons, and providing enough food from a
few baskets of bread and fish to feed thousands. Click here for summaries of the 34 miracles. Jesus cleanses the Lord's Temple in Jerusalem (see John 2:13-17) Jesus went to holy city of Jerusalem, the most important city in the Jewish homeland, and visited the Lord's Temple. When he arrived he saw that many people were selling animals and
exchanging money in the Temple courts. This angered Jesus because the Temple was intended to be a place to worship God, not a place for commerce. Jesus made a whip out of some strands of rope and chased the merchants out of the holy Temple. Jesus said to them: "How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" - John 2:16 (NIV
translation). Jesus talks of God's love and plan of salvation (see John 3:16-17) Jesus explains to Nicodemus what a person must do to have salvation and eternal life. Jesus says: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. - John 3:16-17 (NIV translation). Jesus tells a Samaritan woman about "water of life" (see John 4:5-42) As Jesus and his followers traveled through Samaria, Jesus rested at a place called Jacob's Well. There he met a Samaritan woman and spoke to her about the "water of life." He told her:
"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." - John 4:13-14 (NIV translation). In this discussion with Samaritan woman, Jesus showed that the word of God was meant to be shared with all
people, even enemies (the Samaritans and the Jews were hostile towards one another). And, he showed that it was to be shared with men and women, Jews and Gentiles. (Gentile refers to people to who are not Jewish). Jesus' early ministry in Galilee (see John 4:3, 43-45) During the early part of Jesus' ministry, he went to the district of Galilee, where
Jews and many Gentiles (non-Jews) lived. Jesus preached and performed many miracles there. He became a beacon for many as he shed light on the word of God. This was foretold by the prophet Isaiah about 700 years beforehand: ". . .in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-- The people walking in
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned." - Isaiah 9:1-2 (NIV translation). Jesus heals a royal official's son (see John 4:46-54) When Jesus again visited the town of Cana in the district of Galilee, a royal official begged Jesus to heal his son who was very ill. Jesus said: "Unless you people see
miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe." - John 4:48 (NIV translation). Jesus then sent the royal official on his way, telling him that his son would recover. The official later learned that his son was healed and he and his family became believers. Jesus announces that he is the Messiah (see Luke 4:14-21) Jesus went to a synagogue (a
Jewish place of worship) in Nazareth and read from the scroll of Isaiah to the people gathered there: The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to
proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, - Isaiah 61:1-2 (NIV translation). Then, Jesus announced that he was the Messiah that Isaiah spoke of: Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he
began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." - Luke 4:20-21 NIV translation). Jesus is rejected as the Messiah (see Luke 4:28-30) Shortly after Jesus announced that he was the Messiah, the people at the synagogue in Nazareth rejected him as the Messiah: "All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard
this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way." - Luke 4:28-30 (NIV translation). 2nd year of ministry The second year of Jesus' ministry is sometimes referred to as the "Year of Popularity."
He performed many miracles during this phase of his ministry and became increasingly popular. Jesus explains he is salvation; God is his father (see John 5:17-47) This is one of the most important Bible passages. Here, Jesus explains that God is his father. Jesus also explains that all who believe the words of Jesus will have eternal life: . . . the Father
judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. (John
5:22-24 NIV). The workers are few (see Matthew 9:35-38) A group of disciples gathered around Jesus as he traveled throughout the countryside. The word disciple means "learner" and the relationship of a teacher to his disciples was considered important by Jews in ancient times. The Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes, for example, had disciples. In
fact, John the Baptist had disciples. Jesus entrusted his disciples to serve people: Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." (Matthew 9:35-38 NIV). Jesus sends out the Twelve Apostles (see Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16) From among his disciples, Jesus gave some the ability to
heal people of their diseases and illnesses. Jesus did this after going up a mountain and spending the night in prayer to God the Father. These disciples became known as the twelve Apostles. They were: 1. Peter, also known as Simon Peter. 2. Andrew, brother of Peter. 3. James, son of Zebedee. 4. John, brother of James. 5. Philip. 6. Bartholomew. 7.
Thomas. 8. Matthew, the former tax collector. 9. James, son of Alphaeus. 10. Thaddaeus, Judas the son of James. 11. Simon the Zealot. 12. Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus. Jesus gives the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 5-7) Jesus not only healed many people and performed miracles that showed that he is the Son of God, he also preached the
greatest sermons in history. The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapters 5-7 is observed by many as the greatest of all. It establishes the basic themes of his teachings. After pronouncing a series of blessings (the beatitudes) Jesus spoke of the law and its fulfillment. He asserted that his purpose was to fulfill the law and the prophets, at the same
time claiming the authority to speak in a way that went beyond the law. Jesus laid out several contrasts between his own teaching and that of traditional law; each opened with the phrases "You have heard that it was said...But I say to you" (Matthew 5:21-22). His intent was to move away from a law intended to be enforced by judicial authorities
toward a standard of thought and commitment that could only be applied internally to one's own heart and life. He dealt with difficult topics of anger, adultery and covetousness, retaliation, and resisting evil. Finally, he came to the heart of his teaching, a commitment to love without boundaries. Jesus rejected the common attitude of loving one's
neighbor and hating one's enemies, asking them to "love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." (Matthew 5:44) There are 16 great sermons listed in the four Gospels, which includes: the final tribulation, his fathers House, the bread of life, judgment and resurrection, the Kingdom of Heaven, the Devil and his children, the Good
Shepherd, against religious hypocrites, etc. Here's a part of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in Matthew 5:43-48: "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. The "Our Father
in Heaven" prayer (see Matthew 6:6-15) During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about praying to God: But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will
be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. "This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one." For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:6-15 NIV). Jesus heals the servant of a Roman officer (see Matthew 8:5-13) When Jesus had
entered Capernaum, a town in Galilee, Jesus was asked to heal the servant of a centurion (a Roman officer). Jesus said he would go to the servant and heal him. But the centurion replied that he was unworthy to have Jesus come to his home, and he said "just say the word, and my servant will be healed." By saying that, the centurion was confessing
that he had complete faith in Jesus, and that he knew that Jesus could heal his servant simply by saying words from a distance. This impressed Jesus who then turned to his followers and said of the centurion's faith: ". . .I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. . ." (see Matthew 8:10). Jesus then told the people that the
servant would be healed, and the servant was healed. Jesus brings back to life a widow's son in Nain (see Luke 7:12-16) Jesus was about to enter the town gate of Nain when a group of people were carrying out a dead body. The dead person was the son of a widow, who was crying. When Jesus saw her, he told the woman not to cry. As explained in
Luke 7:14-16 - Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." (NIV
translation). Jesus talks about the "unpardonable sin" (see Matthew 12:25-37) When a group of religious leaders saw that Jesus had the power to cast out evil spirits from people, they accused Jesus of getting his power from the devil. Jesus, who was filled with the Holy Spirit, rebuked them and explained that only good can come from good, and only
evil can come from evil. He also said, as quoted in Matthew 12:30-32 - "he who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but
anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come." A Bible scholar named John Gill offered his opinion of what is meant by the 'unpardonable sin:' "because such persons willfully, maliciously, and obstinately oppose the Spirit of God, without whom there can be no application of pardon made; and
remain in hardness of heart, are given up to a reprobate mind, and die in impenitence and unbelief, and so there is no forgiveness for them ..." Jesus calms a raging storm (see Matthew 8:24-27) Jesus was in a boat with his disciples when a storm began to toss high waves and rock the boat. The disciples were concerned that the boat would tip over so
they awoke Jesus who was sleeping. Jesus told the men to have faith. Then Jesus commanded the storm be calmed. Immediately the storm went away. This was one of the miracles where Jesus showed that he could command the forces of nature. Jesus brings back to life Jairus' daughter (see Matthew 9:18-19, 23-26) A nobleman came to Jesus and said



that his daughter had just died. The nobleman had strong faith that Jesus could make his daughter well again. Jesus and his disciples went to the nobleman's home and saw a gathering of mourners. Jesus told the mourners to leave the house. He also told them that the girl was not dead but asleep. The mourners laughed at him. But, after the mourners
had left the home, Jesus took the girl by the hand and the girl rose up to her feet. Jesus heals two blind men (see Matthew 9:27-34) Two blind men learned that Jesus was nearby and they called out to him, "Have mercy on us, Son of David." Jesus asked the blind men if they truly believed that he had the power to heal them. They told him that they did.
Jesus then touched their eyes and restored their sight. Jesus told them, "According to your faith will it be done to you." When the blind men referred to Jesus as the "Son of David," they were alluding to Biblical prophecies, such as Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Isaiah 11:1-10, that said that the Messiah would be a descendant of King David, which Jesus was. 3rd
year of Jesus' ministry The third year of Jesus' ministry is sometimes called the "Year of opposition." Some of the community leaders attempted unsuccessfully to challenge Jesus' authority and were becoming increasingly antagonistic. Jesus continued to perform miracles and large crowds continued to seek him. Jesus feeds 5000 people (see Matthew
14:13-21) Soon after Jesus had learned that John the Baptist had been beheaded, Jesus went out into a boat to pray in solitude. But a large crowd gathered at the shore to meet Jesus. He felt compassion for the crowd, so he went ashore and healed the people in the crowd who were sick. It was getting late into the day, and Jesus' disciples were
concerned that the crowd did not have any food. Jesus told his disciples to feed the crowd, but the disciples said they only had five loaves of bread and two fish. And the crowd was very large with 5000 men, as well as many women and children. As explained in Matthew 14:19-21, this is what happened next: " ... he directed the people to sit down on
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five
thousand men, besides women and children." (NIV translation). Jesus walks on water (see Matthew 14:22-33) Of all of the miracles that Jesus had performed in healing people, turning water into wine and in feeding a multitude of people with a single basket of food, the miracle that made the disciples proclaim that Jesus was the Son of God was his
miracle of walking on water. Jesus told his disciples to go out into the water in a boat while Jesus went to a private place to pray. Later, Jesus walked out to the boat and startled the disciples. They thought they were seeing a ghost walking on the water. But after they realized that it was Jesus, they worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of
God." Jesus prophesizes his own death (see Matthew 16:21-26) Similar to other prophets in the Bible, Jesus foretold events that later happened. He prophesized that Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed and that the Word of God would be preached to every corner of the world. These prophecies were fulfilled. But, Jesus is different than the
other prophets of God. For one, Jesus was the subject of many of the prophecies given by the others. And two, Jesus fulfilled some of his own prophecies. As explained in Matthew 16:21-26, Jesus prophesized his own persecution, death and resurrection. Jesus is transfigured (see Matthew 17:1-8) In Matthew 17:1-8, the Bible says: After six days Jesus
took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped
them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. (NIV translation). Jesus talks about
humility (see Matthew 18:1-4) In Matthew 18:1-4, the Bible says: At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus talks about forgiveness (see Matthew 18:21-22) In Matthew 18:21-22, the Bible says: Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not
seven times, but seventy-seven times." Jesus heals a man who was born blind (see John 9:1-41) When the disciples of Jesus had seen a man who had been blind since birth, they asked Jesus if the man's blindness was a result of his own sins or if it was the result of his parents' sins. Jesus answered them that the man's blindness was not due to the man's
sins or his parents' sins. Jesus said the man's blindness happened "so that the work of God might be displayed in his life." Jesus then healed the man of his blindness. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (see John 11:1-44) In John 11:1-44, the Bible gives another account of Jesus raising someone from the dead. In this case, it is a man named Lazarus.
When Jesus was told that Lazarus was seriously ill, he said: "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." (John 11:4 NIV). A few days later, Jesus traveled to the tomb of Lazarus, where Lazarus had been for four days. Jesus went to Martha, Lazarus' sister, and: Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26 NIV). Then, Martha answered Jesus: "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." (John 11:27 NIV). Jesus went to the
tomb and called out for Lazarus, who then rose from death to life and walked out of the tomb. The final months The end of Jesus' ministry was marked with a triumphal entry into Jerusalem and great antagonism from local religious leaders. The triumphal entry into Jerusalem (see Matthew 21:1-11) About 500 years before the time of Jesus, there was a
prophet of God named Zechariah (see Zechariah 9:9) who spoke of a king presenting himself to Jerusalem while riding on a humble donkey. This is how Jesus entered the Holy City of Jerusalem shortly before he was crucified and killed. He rode on the back of a donkey into the city. Along the way, a crowd of people gathered near Him, praising him as
he went by. The question about paying taxes (see Matthew 22:15-22) The religious and political groups of Jerusalem, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees, were often at odds with Jesus. Members of these groups conspired to get rid of Jesus. In Matthew 22, the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by asking whether Jews should pay taxes to the Romans:
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your
opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what
is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. (Matthew 22:15-22 NIV). The authority of Jesus (see Matthew 21:23-27) The opponents of Jesus had to be careful in trying to silence him. They knew that Jesus was popular, so they tried to find ways to trap him without angering the
people. In this example from the book of Matthew, the opponents came up with a ploy that backfired: Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?" Jesus replied, "I will also ask you
one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority [ am doing these things. John's baptism-where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?" They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, 'From men'-we are afraid of the people, for they all
hold that John was a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. (Matthew 21:23-27 NIV). The widow's offering (see Mark 12:41-44) While Jesus was at the Temple, people were making contributions to the Temple treasury: Jesus sat down opposite the place where
the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on." (Mark 12:41-44 NIV) The great commandment (the Golden Rule) (see Matthew 22:34-40) The book of Matthew shows another example of how some of Jerusalem's religious leaders tried to test Jesus: Hearing that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your
neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matthew 22:34-40 NIV). Jesus was able to summarize the Law, which is the first five books of the Old Testament, into a few sentences. The persecution of Jesus This page explains a few of the events during the persecution and crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus was
falsely accused of being an anti-government rebel and was crucified and killed. His persecution fulfilled many Bible prophecies that had been written hundreds of years beforehand. The plot against Jesus (see Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16) A few days before the Passover, Jesus again predicted his death. He told his disciples that he would be handed over to
be crucified. At about this time, the chief priests and other community leaders plotted to have Jesus arrested so they could kill Him. They conspired with Judas, one of Jesus' 12 Apostles, and paid him 30 pieces of silver to look for an opportunity to betray Jesus. The Lord's Supper (the Last Supper) (see Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-
20) During the Passover celebration, Jesus gathered with his apostles. He knew that this would be the final meal that he would share with his apostles before his crucifixion. It was at this time that Jesus instituted what is now known in many Christian churches as "communion." It is also called "the Last Supper" or "the Lord's Supper." While they were
eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." (Matthew 26:26-28 NIV). Jesus suffered and died
for our sins; he gave up his body and blood for our forgiveness. Many Christian churches celebrate communion at least once a month. Jesus is betrayed by Judas (see Matthew 26:47-56) Jesus and his followers had entered the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives. His disciples were sleeping for the night when a crowd of Roman soldiers and
Jewish officials showed up to arrest Jesus. Judas told the soldiers which man was Jesus. Then the men began to arrest Jesus, but Peter used a sword to cut off a man's ear. Jesus scolded Peter for doing that: "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword." (Matthew 26:52). Jesus healed the injured
man's ear and then allowed Himself to be arrested and led away. Peter denies knowing Jesus (see Matthew 26:58,69-75) Chapter 26 of the Bible's book of Matthew begins with a prophecy from Jesus that he would be betrayed and handed over to be crucified. And the chapter ends with the fulfillment of another of Jesus' prophecies - that Peter, Jesus'
loyal Apostle, would deny knowing Jesus three times before the break of dawn. After Jesus was arrested and led away by the soldiers, Peter followed them into the courtyard of the high priest. He took a seat near some of the guards and waited to see what would happen with Jesus. A servant walked up to Peter and asked him if he was with Jesus.
Peter said "I don't know what you're talking about." Peter then got up and went outside of a gateway where another person saw him and identified him as a follower of Jesus. Peter again denied knowing Jesus. Other people then identified Peter as being a follower of Jesus and again Peter denied knowing Jesus. In all, Peter had denied knowing Jesus
three times before dawn, just as Jesus had predicted. When Peter remembered that Jesus had predicted Peter's denials, Peter began to weep because he had denied knowing the Lord. Jesus is interrogated, mocked and put on trial (see Matthew 27:1-31) Chapter 27 of the Bible's book of Matthew explains that Jesus was falsely accused of being an anti-
government rebel. He appears before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of the land of the Jews, and eventually is condemned. Jesus then was beaten and mocked by Roman soldiers. Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they
led him away to crucify him. - Matthew 27:27-31 (NIV). Jesus is crucified (see Matthew 27:35-38) After the trial, Jesus was beaten and whipped. Then he was given a cross to carry and led to Calvary. There, he was nailed to the cross, through his wrists and feet. The cross was raised and Jesus was left to die. Many people had gathered to watch. Some
mocked Jesus as he was dying. Others mourned for him. In Luke 23:34, Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." Jesus is buried (see Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-55; John 19:31-42) After Jesus had died on the cross, a Roman soldier pierced Jesus with a spear to make sure he was dead. Two men
had asked permission to take Jesus' body and bury Him The two men were Joseph of Arimathea and a man named Nicodemus. Jesus was taken down from the cross, wrapped in clothe and placed into an empty tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea. A large stone was placed in front of the tomb to close off the burial chamber. The Romans also posted a
guard at the tomb to prevent anyone from stealing the body. The resurrection of Jesus Jesus was crucified. He died. He was buried. And he rose again. The resurrection is an essential part of Christianity. There is no Christianity without the resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 15). This page explains some details of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Mary
Magdalene discovers Jesus' tomb was empty (see John 20:1-10) The morning after Jesus had been placed in the tomb, Mary Magdalene went to visit the tomb. It was very early in the morning and it was still dark outside. She saw that the stone had been removed from the front of the tomb and that the tomb was empty. She ran to Peter to inform him
what she had seen. Then, Peter and another Apostle, John, ran to the tomb to see for themselves. The body of Jesus was gone and the only thing left behind was the cloth that was used to wrap his body for the burial. The Apostles were confused, they did not understand what was happening. How could the tomb be empty? Where was the body of
Jesus? Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene (see John 20:10-18) The Apostles returned to their homes. But Mary Magdalene remained by the tomb, crying. Then she turned and saw a man who asked her why she was crying. Mary Magdalene soon realized that the man who was talking to her was Jesus Christ. Jesus had risen from death. Mary Magdalene
was the first person to see the resurrected Jesus. Resurrection appearances The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the beginning of Christianity. If Christ had not been resurrected and seen by many people (more than 500), Christianity would not exist today. Jesus made twelve appearances after his resurrection: 1. His first appearance was to Mary
Magdalene, on that early Sunday morning. (Mark 16:9; John 20:10-18). 2. Jesus appeared to the women returning from the tomb. (Matthew 28:9-10). 3. Jesus appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus. (Luke 24:13-32; Mark 16:12-13). 4. He appeared to Peter in Jerusalem. (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5). 5. He appeared to his disciples and
other followers, and also a second time to the two men from Emmaus, in a locked room in Jerusalem. The apostle Thomas wasn't there at that time. (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23). 6. A week later, Jesus again appeared to his disciples behind locked doors, and this time Thomas was present. (John 20:24-29). 7. Jesus appeared to seven of his disciples
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. (John 21:1-24). 8. Jesus was seen by 500 believers at one time. (1 Corinthians 15:6). 9. He appeared to James. (1 Corinthians 15:7). 10. He appeared to eleven disciples on a mountain in Galilee. (Matthew 28:18-20). 11. He walked with his disciples along the road to Bethany, on the Mount of Olives, and then ascended
into Heaven. (Luke 24:50-53). 12. He was seen by Paul on the road to Damascus. (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Corinthians 15:8). Jesus appears before Thomas (see John 20:24-29) Some people had doubts that Jesus had risen from death, that he had been resurrected. After all, the Romans drove nails through Jesus' hands and feet and later pierced his side with a
spear to make sure he was dead. And now there were people claiming to have seen Jesus alive again. Even the Apostle named Thomas had doubts, as explained in John 20:24-29 (NIV translation): Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But
he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." The significance of the resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 15) In the
New Testament of the Bible, there is a book called 1 Corinthians, which was written by a disciple named Paul. The 15th chapter of this book explains the significance of the resurrection of Jesus. It says that Jesus died for our sins. (see 1 Corinthians 15:3). It also says that our faith would be meaningless if there had been no resurrection (see 1
Corinthians 15:17). And it proclaims that Jesus was resurrected. (see 1 Corinthians 15:20). Paul is one of the people who saw Jesus after the resurrection. The Great Commission (see Matthew 28:18-20) After the resurrection, Jesus met with his disciples on a mountain in Galilee and gave them a command to go out and evangelize to all people: Then
Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew
28:16-20 NIV). In Matthew 28:19, Jesus mentions the triune nature of God when he speaks of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is referred to as the "holy trinity" and also as the "triune nature of God," meaning that God is three-in-one. Christians believe in one God - one God who is God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The
Athanasian Creed and the Nicene Creed do a good job of explaining the triune nature of God. These creeds were written by Christians as a way to summarize and explain Christianity. Jesus ascends into Heaven (see Mark 16:19-20) After he had told his disciples to go out into the world and preach the word of God, Jesus ascended into Heaven: After
the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. (Mark 16:19-20 NIV). The return of Jesus (see Matthew 24) The New Testament explains that Jesus will
return in the future to judge the living and the dead and to establish eternal peace. There are several verses that refer to Jesus' return, including Matthew 16:24-28, Matthew 24, Matthew 25:31-46, Mark 8:34-9:1, Mark 13, Luke 9:23-27, Luke 17:20-37, Luke 21:5-38; John 6:39-40, and John 14:3. In Matthew 16:27, Jesus is quoted as saying that the
"Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done." The book of Matthew, chapter 24, describes a series of signs that will occur before his return. We are told that all of these signs will manifest themselves during the span of a single generation: "This generation will
not pass away until all these things have taken place" (Matthew 24:34). But we don't know which generation that will be. In Mark 13:32, we are told that "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father." There has been a great deal of speculation as to whether we are presently living in the
generation that will witness all of the signs described in Matthew 24. Many people have tried to predict when Jesus will return only to be proven wrong. The Bible warns us not to worry and reminds us to be prepared, spiritually. For believers, Jesus' return will be a glorious event. Go to: List of all articles Jesus Christ is the Son of God and our Savior.
Everything from His ministry to His death He did for us. Jesus is the Son of God but was born to a woman on earth. This faithful woman’s name was Mary. When Mary gave birth to Jesus, many signs and angels appeared so that faithful people could find Him and pay their respects. You may have seen this scene depicted through nativities at
Christmastime. Even as a young man Jesus was teaching the word of God. At 12 years old, Jesus was found “in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers” (Luke 2:46-47). When Jesus began His ministry at age 30, He walked
many miles to the Jordan River to be baptized by His cousin, John the Baptist, who had the authority to perform baptism. Although He was without sin, Jesus was still baptized in order to teach us obedience to God, the proper way to be baptized, and the importance of baptism by the correct authority. After Jesus’s baptism by immersion God declared,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Jesus healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, and even brought the dead back to life. More importantly, He forgave people of their sins. Although His works were considered blasphemous behavior by the Jewish priests, Jesus continually reminded people that His works were aligned
with God’s will so “that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13). Jesus Forgives Sins and Heals a Man Stricken With Palsy Seek Ye the Kingdom of God Whosoever Will Lose His Life for My Sake Shall Find It Jesus Heals a Woman of Faith Throughout His life, many were angry with Jesus because they didn’t understand Him. He taught
unfamiliar things and showed compassion to sinners. He demonstrated incredible power, and some civic and church leaders felt threatened by His influence. Jesus was arrested and later crucified, or killed, which He allowed in order to fulfill God’s will. “I lay down my life,” the Lord said, “that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay
it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again” (John 10:17-18). Even as Jesus was being killed by His own people, He cried out that God might have mercy on them. Three days after His death, Jesus rose from the tomb—and the resurrected Lord soon appeared to His friends and followers. He was the first to be
resurrected, meaning His spirit was reunited with His perfected physical body after death. Because Jesus lived again, we will all be resurrected one day. “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” “I know that God lives. I know that he has a plan to save me, and he has a plan to save all of us, His children. He died for me. He was
resurrected and now lives again so that I may live again too.” —Calton, Physician Assistant



