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[more essential; most essential] 1 : extremely important and necessary As a fighter pilot, he knows that good vision is essential. Reservations are essential [=necessary, needed] if you plan to eat there on a Saturday. often + to or for The river is essential to the region's economy. Food is essential [=necessary] for life. often followed by to + verb It is
essential to use the proper technique. It's essential to arrive on time. often + that It's essential that we arrive on time. 2 : very basic : fundamental Free speech is an essential right of citizenship. The essential problem with this plan is that it will cost too much. There's no essential difference between the two products. /snli/ adverb [more essentially;
most essentially] All action movies have essentially [=basically, fundamentally] the same plot. What he says is essentially true. /snlns/ noun [noncount] [count] : something that is basic or necessary : something essential usually plural the essentials for success He tried to teach them the essentials of physics in just a week. a computer stripped down to
its essentials We only had enough room to pack the bare essentials. [=the things that are absolutely necessary] adjective (5)noun (1)View synonyms for essentialabsolutely necessary; indispensable.Discipline is essential in an army.Synonyms: vital, intrinsic, inherent, basic, fundamentalpertaining to or constituting the essence of a thing.Antonyms:
accidental, extrinsic, extraneous, incidentalnoting or containing an essence of a plant, drug, etc.being such by its very nature or in the highest sense; natural; spontaneous.Mathematics.(of a singularity of a function of a complex variable) noting that the Laurent series at the point has an infinite number of terms with negative powers.(of a
discontinuity) noting that the function is discontinuous and has no limit at the point.a basic, indispensable, or necessary element; chief point.Concentrate on essentials rather than details./ snl, snlt /vitally important; absolutely necessarybasic; fundamentalcompletely realized; absolute; perfectbiochem (of an amino acid or a fatty acid) necessary for the
normal growth of an organism but not synthesized by the organism and therefore required in the dietderived from or relating to an extract of a plant, drug, etclogic (of a property) guaranteed by the identity of the subject; necessary. Thus, if having the atomic number 79 is an essential property of gold, nothing can be gold unless it has that atomic
numbermusic denoting or relating to a note that belongs to the fundamental harmony of a chord or piecepathol (of a disease) having no obvious external causegeology (of a mineral constituent of a rock) necessary for defining the classification of a rock. Its absence alters the rock's name and classificationCollins English Dictionary Complete &
Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012something fundamental or indispensablea sharp eye is an essential for a printermusic an essential noteCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons &
Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012essentially adverbessentialness nounpreessential nounpreessentially adverbquasi-essential adjectivequasi-essentially adverbsubessential adjectivesubessentially adverbsubessentialness nounessentiality nounOrigin of essentiallFirst recorded in 130050;
Middle English essencial, from Late Latin essentilis. See essence, -al 1See necessary. Essential, inherent, intrinsic refer to that which is in the natural composition of a thing. Essential suggests that which is in the very essence or constitution of a thing: Oxygen and hydrogen are essential in water. Inherent means inborn or fixed from the beginning as
a permanent quality or constituent of a thing: properties inherent in iron. Intrinsic implies belonging to the nature of a thing itself, and comprised within it, without regard to external considerations or accidentally added properties: the intrinsic value of diamonds.Examples have not been reviewed.The rebel leaders Hnin Mo spoke to cited the junta's
tight control over imports of essential materials like glue and metal."If they were approved they could displace other essential treatments and services that deliver significant benefits to patients," she said.As an essential for any household budget, that creates a further squeeze on personal finances.Environmental experts, including the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, say capturing and storing carbon will be essential for slowing global warming, in addition to efforts to reduce overall carbon emissions.Carnival chair Ian Comfort has written to Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy to request the funding, which he said was "essential to safeguarding the future and public safety
of this iconic event".Esseneessential amino acidBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqgrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC Enhanced Minecraft features in one simple mod. Fast, friendly, and for everyone! Download Installer for
Windows and macOS Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Acronyms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia.Related to essential: Essential oils, essential tremor (-snshl)adj.1. Constituting or being part of the nature or essence of something; inherent: "In that era of general good will ... few Americans doubted the essential goodness of their society" (David
Halberstam).2. Fundamentally important or necessary: essential ingredients. See Synonyms at indispensable.3. Medicine Of, relating to, or being a condition or a disease whose cause is unknown: essential hypertension.4. Biochemistry Being a substance that is required for normal functioning but cannot be synthesized by the body and therefore must
be included in the diet: essential amino acids.n.1. Something fundamental.2. Something necessary or indispensable.essentiality (-sh-1-t), essentialness n.American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company. All rights reserved. (snl) adjl. vitally important; absolutely necessary2. basic; fundamental: the essential feature. 3. completely realized; absolute; perfect: essential beauty. 4. (Biochemistry) biochem (of an amino acid or a fatty acid) necessary for the normal growth of an organism but not synthesized by the organism and therefore required
in the diet5. (Botany) derived from or relating to an extract of a plant, drug, etc: an essential oil. 6. (Logic) logic (of a property) guaranteed by the identity of the subject; necessary. Thus, if having the atomic number 79 is an essential property of gold, nothing can be gold unless it has that atomic number?7. (Music, other) music denoting or relating to a
note that belongs to the fundamental harmony of a chord or piece8. (Pathology) pathol (of a disease) having no obvious external cause: essential hypertension. 9. (Geological Science) geology (of a mineral constituent of a rock) necessary for defining the classification of a rock. Its absence alters the rock's name and classificationn10. something
fundamental or indispensable: a sharp eye is an essential for a printer. 11. (Music, other) music an essential note essentiality, essentialness nCollins English Dictionary Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 (sn 1) adj. 1. absolutely necessary; indispensable.
2. pertaining to or constituting the essence of a thing. 3. noting or containing an essence of a plant, drug, etc. 4. being such by its very nature or in the highest sense; natural; spontaneous: essential happiness. 5. not associated with an underlying disease: essential hypertension. n. 6. a basic, indispensable, or necessary element; chief point. [130050;
Middle English essencial < Medieval Latin essencilis, for Late Latin essentilis] syn: essential, inherent, intrinsic refer to that which is in the natural composition of a thing. essential suggests that which is in the very essence or constitution of a thing: Quiet is essential in a public library. inherent means inborn or fixed from the beginning as a
permanent quality or constituent of a thing: properties inherent in iron. intrinsic implies belonging to the nature of a thing itself and comprised within it, without regard to external considerations or accidentally added properties: the intrinsic value of diamonds. See also necessary. Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, 2010 K
Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. Nounl.essential - anything indispensable; "food and shelter are necessities of life"; "the essentials of the good life"; "allow farmers to buy their requirements under favorable conditions"; "a place where the requisites of water fuel and fodder can be
obtained"necessary, requisite, necessity, requirementthing - a separate and self-contained entitydesideratum - something desired as a necessity; "the desiderata for a vacation are time and money"must - a necessary or essential thing; "seat belts are an absolute must"need, want - anything that is necessary but lacking; "he had sufficient means to meet
his simple needs"; "I tried to supply his wants"Adj.1.essential - absolutely necessary; vitally necessary; "essential tools and materials"; "funds essential to the completion of the project"; "an indispensable worker"necessary - absolutely essential2.essential - basic and fundamental; "the essential feature"crucial, important - of extreme importance; vital to
the resolution of a crisis; "a crucial moment in his career"; "a crucial election"; "a crucial issue for women"indispensable - not to be dispensed with; essential; "foods indispensable to good nutrition"unexpendable - not suitable to be expendedimportant, of import - of great significance or value; "important people"; "the important questions of the
day"intrinsic, intrinsical - belonging to a thing by its very nature; "form was treated as something intrinsic, as the very essence of the thing"- John Deweynecessary - absolutely essentialprimary - of first rank or importance or value; direct and immediate rather than secondary; "primary goals"; "a primary effect"; "primary sources"; "a primary
interest"inessential, unessential - not basic or fundamental3.essential - of the greatest importance; "the all-important subject of disarmament"; "crucial information"; "in chess cool nerves are of the essence"all important, all-important, of the essence, crucialimportant, of import - of great significance or value; "important people"; "the important
questions of the day"4.essential - being or relating to or containing the essence of a plant etc; "essential o0il"5.essential - defining rights and duties as opposed to giving the rules by which rights and duties are established; "substantive law"law, jurisprudence - the collection of rules imposed by authority; "civilization presupposes respect for the law";
"the great problem for jurisprudence to allow freedom while enforcing order"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.adjectivel. vital, important, needed, necessary, critical, crucial, key, indispensable, requisite, vitally important It is absolutely essential that we find this man quickly. vital
unnecessary, trivial, unimportant, inessential2. fundamental, main, basic, radical, key, principal, constitutional, cardinal, inherent, elementary, innate, intrinsic, elemental, immanent Two essential elements must be proven: motive and opportunity. fundamental extra, secondary, surplus, accessory, lesser, optional, incidental, superfluous, extraneous,
expendable, dispensable, nonessentialnounl. prerequisite, principle, fundamental, necessity, must, basic, requisite, vital part, sine qua non (Latin), rudiment the essentials of everyday life, such as food and waterCollins Thesaurus of the English Language Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 HarperCollins Publishers 1995,
2002adjectivenounThe American Heritage Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. nezbytnpodstatazsadnesenceesencilnessentielgrundliggende
elementndvendigndvendighedesencialimprescindiblenecesidadfundamentalelementalvlttmtnelintrkenormaalioleellinenolennainengrundvallaratriinausynleguressenzialeimportantenecessariobtinasbtiniausias dalykasbtisksnepiecieamspamatspirms nepiecieambas priekmetsessentieelnodignoodzakelijkonontbeerlijkwezenlijkabsolutt ndvendigdet
viktigstevesentligzasadniczyniezbdnypodstawowygerekligerekli eyzorunluCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. HarperCollins Publishers 2005 adj Collins
German Dictionary Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (isenl) adjective noun a thing that is fundamental or necessary. Everyone should learn the essentials of first aid; Is a
television set an essential? essensile indispensvel/fundamento zklady; nezbytnost das Wesentliche grundliggende element; ndvendighed , esencial, fundamental phialus, hdavajalik asi perusteet rudiments bitan element Inyeg kebutuhan pokok grundvallaratrii elemento essenziale, cosa indispensabile pagrindas, btiniausias dalykas pamats; pirms
nepiecieambas priekmets kepentingan hoofdzaak, iets noodzakelijks grunn-, grunnleggende kunnskap, det viktigstepodstawa, zasadnicza rzecz indispensvel/fundamento noiune de baz, esenial ; zklady; nevyhnutnos temeljna stvar osnova grunddrag, ndvndighet gerekli ey yu t cn thit essentially adverb basically. She is an essentially selfish person.
hoofsaaklik essencialmente v podstat im wesentlichen grundliggende; i bund og grund esencialmente, bsicamente philiselt perimmiltn essentiellement , : u biti, zapravo Inyegben pada dasarnya grundvallaratrium essenzialmente i esms btb pada asasnya in wezeni alt vesentlig, innerst innezasadniczo : basicamente esenialmente, n esen v podstate v
bistvu u osnovi i huvudsak, i grund och botten aslnda, esasnda v ¢ bn Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. nezbytn essentiel wesentlich esencial vittmtn essentiel kljuno essenziale essentieel vesentlig zasadniczy essencial vsentlig zorunlu thit yu Multilingual Translator HarperCollins Publishers 2009a. esencial,
indispensable. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary Farlex 2012English-Spanish/Spanish-English Medical Dictionary Copyright 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: Who ever
demanded the reasons of that nice unity of time or place which is now established to be so essential to dramatic poetry?Little circumstances, which were perhaps accidental in a great author, were by these critics considered to constitute his chief merit, and transmitted as essentials to be observed by all his successors.Stephan Arkadyevitch had gone
to Petersburg to perform the most natural and essential official duty--so familiar to everyone in the government service, though incomprehensible to outsiders-- that duty, but for which one could hardly be in government service, of reminding the ministry of his existence--and having, for the due performance of this rite, taken all the available cash from
home, was gaily and agreeably spending his days at the races and in the summer villas.Darya Alexandrovna regarded staying in the country for the summer as essential for the children, especially for the little girl, who had not succeeded in regaining her strength after the scarlatina, and also as a means of escaping the petty humiliations, the little bills
owing to the wood-merchant, the fishmonger, the shoemaker, which made her miserable.If we are asked "What is the capital of France?" we answer "Paris," because of past experience; the past experience is as essential as the present question in the causation of our response.This is important, not only on its own account, but also because, as we shall
see later, images play an essential part in what is called "thinking."Life meanwhile- real life, with its essential interests of health and sickness, toil and rest, and its intellectual interests in thought, science, poetry, music, love, friendship, hatred, and passions- went on as usual, independently of and apart from political friendship or enmity with
Napoleon Bonaparte and from all the schemes of reconstruction.There are again two methods of removing the causes of faction: the one, by destroying the liberty which is essential to its existence; the other, by giving to every citizen the same opinions, the same passions, and the same interests.Much might be ruminated here, concerning the essential
dignity of this regal process, because in common life we esteem but meanly and contemptibly a fellow who anoints his hair, and palpably smells of that anointing.I propose to treat of Poetry in itself and of its various kinds, noting the essential quality of each; to inquire into the structure of the plot as requisite to a good poem; into the number and
nature of the parts of which a poem is composed; and similarly into whatever else falls within the same inquiry.If our expectation of advantage be tempered in this way, we may succeed in accomplishing the essential part of our schemes.He has several times been compelled to owe obligations to the pecuniary succors of other nations for the
preservation of his essential interests, and is unable, upon the strength of his own resources, to sustain a long or continued war. Last Updated onSeptember 13, 20241. Essential (noun): Absolutely necessary; extremely important.2. Essential (noun): Fundamental or central to the nature of something or someone."Essential" commonly refers to
something that is vital or necessary to the functioning or well-being of a system, process, or living being. The word captures elements that cannot be done without if the system or being is to operate successfully or at optimal levels. The primary usage of "essential" spans various contexts, from health and medicine to character traits and components in
machinery."Essential" Definition: What Does "Essential" Mean?Lets delve deeper into the meanings of "essential".Definition of "Essential": Absolutely NecessaryThis definition pertains to something that is indispensable or required. It is often used in contexts where removing the element in question would cause the system or process to fail.Definition
of "Essential": FundamentalHere, "essential" refers to something that is central to the nature of a person, object, or concept. This usage emphasizes the intrinsic, often foundational, characteristics that define the subject.Parts of SpeechThe term "essential" functions primarily as an adjective. As an adjective, "essential" describes attributes that are

crucial or required in various scenarios. Less commonly, "essential" can be used as a noun, typically in the phrase "the essentials," referring to the basic necessities required for a particular purpose.How to Pronounce "Essential"?The pronunciation begins with a soft and short "i" sound, similar to the "i" in "sit" or "hit." This initial syllable is not
stressed and should be spoken somewhat quickly. The primary stress falls on the second syllable, where the " is pronounced like the "e" in "bed." The 'n' is soft and blends into the " sound, which is the same sound as "sh" in "sheep." The final syllable, 'l,' ends with a schwa ('), a very short, unstressed 'uh' sound, making the "1" at the end quite soft but
distinct.Phonetic Pronunciation: /snl/Synonyms of "Essential": Other Ways to Say "Essential"Understanding synonyms can expand one's vocabulary and expression.CruciallndispensableVitalFundamentalNecessaryAntonyms of "Essential": Other Ways to Say "Essential"Antonyms provide contrast, which can enhance understanding of
"essential."NonessentialUnnecessaryOptionalExtraneousExamples of "Essential" in a SentenceUsing "essential" in sentences can clarify its practical application.1. Water is essential for all known forms of life.2. The ability to read and write is essential in modern societies.3. It's essential to have a good strategy in business.4. Having a phone has
become essential in the digital age.5. This tool is essential for the completion of the project.6. Regular exercise is essential for maintaining health.7. A calm demeanor is essential during emergencies.8. Trust is essential in any strong relationship.9. Feedback is essential for improvement.10. Patience is essential when learning a new skill. Frequency of
Use"Essential" is frequently used in both written and spoken English, reflecting its importance in everyday language. The word appears regularly across various forms of media and literature, underscoring its relevance in discussions about necessities and priorities.Variants of "Essential"While "essential" is the most common form, variations exist
depending on context.1. Essentially:Used to emphasize the fundamental nature of something.2. Essentiality:The quality of being essential; indispensability.Related Terms to "Essential"Exploring related terms can broaden understanding.1. Core2. Basic3. Integral4. Primary5. KeyEtymology: History and Origins of "Essential"The word "essential" comes
from the Latin essentialis, meaning "of the essence." It entered English in the late Middle Ages, reflecting the growing interest in identifying core principles and elements in various fields of study.Derivatives and Compounds of "Essential""Essential" forms several derivatives and compounds that are widely used.1. Nonessential:Not necessary; not a
core element.2. Essentialism:A doctrine that certain traditional concepts, practices, or institutions are indispensable to society.Common Misspellings of "Essential"Avoid these common errors to maintain professionalism.1. Esential2. Essensiall10 Idioms Similar to "Essential"Idioms can express ideas in a vibrant, colloquial way.1. The crux of the
matter2. The heart of the issue3. The meat and potatoes4. The bread and butter5. The nitty-gritty6. The brass tacks7. The cornerstone8. The nuts and bolts9. The bottom line10. The main thingl0 Common Questions About "Essential”l. What makes something "essential"?Something is considered "essential" if it is absolutely necessary or fundamental
to a process, being, or system.2. Can "essential" be used in both positive and negative contexts?Yes, while "essential" usually carries a positive connotation, it can also be used in negative contexts, especially when referring to unavoidable, yet undesirable, elements.3. How does one determine if something is "essential"?Determining if something is
"essential" involves assessing its impact on the functionality and success of a system or process.4. Are there industries where the term "essential" is more commonly used?Yes, industries such as healthcare, technology, and education frequently use the term "essential" to describe necessary tools, skills, and practices.5. What is the opposite of
"essential"?The opposite of "essential" is "nonessential," referring to things that are not necessary.6. How has the use of "essential" changed over time?The use of "essential" has expanded as society increasingly focuses on the fundamental needs and components of various systems and technologies.7. What are some common synonyms for "essential"?
Common synonyms for "essential" include "indispensable," "crucial," and "vital."8. Is "essential" used differently in different English-speaking regions?While the core meaning of "essential" remains stable, regional variations can influence its connotations and frequency of use.9. What are some common mistakes people make when using "essential"?
Common mistakes include confusing "essential"” with "necessary," which may have a broader application, and misusing it when the element in question is not truly indispensable.10. Can "essential" be pluralized?When used as a noun, "essential" can be pluralized to "essentials," referring to a collection of necessary items.Conclusion"Essential" is a
versatile and powerful word that highlights the importance and necessity of elements in various contexts. Understanding and using "essential" effectively can enhance communication and clarity in both professional and personal interactions. Embrace the use of "essential" to enrich your vocabulary and expression. We encourage you to share this
article on Twitter and Facebook. Just click those two links - you'll see why.It's important to share the news to spread the truth. Most people won't.
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